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Get ready for the hottest fantasy game on the Virtual Gridiron! Pick your Line-up and go Head-to-Head 
against the best football minds on the Web. If you’re as good as you think you are, you may win. 
thousands of dollars in cash and prizes.....not to mention ultimate bragging rights! 


@ The Premier Internet Football Site! @ Prizes for League Leaders and Overall Champions 

@ 100% Net-playable...HEAD-TO-HEAD! @ Chat Rooms, Forums, Trivia, Editorials, Injury Reports, 
@ Set up your own League for FREE : Sports Tickers and Weekly Newsletters NS 
@ Free Team and Player stats ~, 08 @ Free Wireless Scores and Headlines 

@ Full Trade privileges and player purchase options © @ Need more info? E-mail us at info@fantasyteam.com. 


HEAD-TO-HEAD FANTASY FOOTBALL ACTION...ONLINE! 


www .fantasyteam.com 


DOWNSIDE: 


So addictive you may end up losing your wife. 


UPSIDE: 


Hey, that happens to half of all marriages anyway. 


League Management Services * League 
Games for Individuals * Weekly Challenge 
Games °¢ Office Pools « Draft Prep 

Guides ¢ Daily Player News and Analysis 


Voted #1 Site for Fantasy Football Content . 
by Fantasy Sport Players Association 1999 


marks of SportsLine ine.com, ‘th c Copyright 2 2000 SportsLine.com, Inc. All rights reser eved ° iy licensed product of PLAYERS INC Th PLAYERS INC aes 
is a registered trademark of the NFL players nfiplayers.com © 1999 PLAYERS INC. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 


PLAYERS= 


Play by phone at 
1-888-676-2248 

or via the Internet at: 
http://football.cdmsports.com 


Enter by July 15th 
for only *29,95! 


First Additional 
Entry Entrios 


| LOOK AT THE GREAT CASH PRIZES THE BEST OWNERS WILL EARN! | 


atm fe [se aoe ne] onl 


$1,500 lied $750 || $500 || $250 || $100 
(All Teams) CASH CASH || CASH || CASH || CASH || CASH || CASH 
LEAGUE $500 $50 $25 Plus! A 50% off entry coupon to next year’s 
(25 teams) CES CASH || CASH | “inthe league with the Grand Prize Winner! 


WEEKLY $100 


Entry 
Deadline 


Congratulations! To Last Year’s Winner Last Year's Team Owners Shared 


(All Teams) CASH 


PASSING 

Passing TD... .. . 3 Points 
20 Passing Yds" . , . 1 Point 
RECEIVING 
Recelving TO 

10 Recelving Yds** . . 
2 pt. Conversion ... 
RUSHING 

Rushing TD 

10 Rushing Yds" . . 1 Point 
2 pl. Conversion . 2 Points 
OTHER TD's BY PLAYER 

Any other TD ..... 6 Points 
Sech as KO Return, Punt Return, 
interception Return or a Recovery 


KICKING 
Field Goal 
Extra Point 
DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 
Shutout 15 Points 
1-10 Pts Allowed . . 10 Points 
11-20 Pts Allowed . . § Points 
2 Points 


3 Points 


3 Points 
1 Point 
2 Points 
6 Points Any Defensive or 
Special Teams TD . 
TEAM VICTORY 
Eath Player . 
Det/Special Team 


6 Points 


3 Points 
. 3 Points 


*0.05 Point awarded for each passing yard 
**0,10 Point awarded for each rushing or receiving yard 


Teams in each league are sorted by each team's total 
points, The team with the highest point total will be 
first and the team with the lowest point total will be last. 

To determine overall standings, all teams in COM Fantasy 
Football are sorted by each team's total points. 

@ Points are accumulated weekly for all 22 starting 
players and defense/special teams. The week begins 
with games played on Thursday and ends with games 
played on Monday. The game begins with Week 1. 

© For each of your starting players whose NFL team wins 
that week, you will get three points. If your starting 
defense wins thal week, you will get three points. 

@ Defense points allowed is based on the final score of 
the game versus the defense/special team selected. 

© Yards from defense/special teams’ returns do not count. 

@ Two point conversion points are awarded to the player 
scoring the conversion. 

@ Teams will receive 0.05 points for each passing yard 
and 0,10 points for each receiving or rushing yard, 

All points accumulated by the players on the starting 
lineup, regardless of what position they play during the 
season, contribute to a team's point totals. 

A player's points are added to your team's point totals 
only during the weeks that he is in your starting lineup. 

@ Bench players’ points do not contribute to your team's 
point totals for the weeks they are not in the starting lineup. 

@ Points by a player before he was on your roster do not 
count. 


$20 || $10 
CASH || CASH | 


Pre-season, playoff, and pro bowl points do not 
contribute to your team's point totals. 

@To determine weekly winners each Tuesday, the point 
totals from games played the previous 5 days (Thursday- 
Monday) will be used, First prizes will be awarded 
September 12, 2000, and will be based on games played 
September 10-11. 


@ Leagues are formed on a first-come, first-served basis. 

@ 25 teams form a league. 

@ All teams compete for the overall grand prize. 

@ Piay in the same league with your friends. For details 
call 1-888-676-2248 or visit our Internet site at: 


http:/football.cdmsports.com 


(eT eT] 
@ Starting lineup consists of; 


Starting lineup value cannot exceed $60,000,000. 

@The bench consists of any 11 players and/or 
defense/special teams. They are your backups and may 
be placed onto your starting lineup for any reason: 
injury, poor performance, match-ups, etc. 

@ Value cap and position distribution rules do not apply 
for the bench, but do apply when switched onto the 
starting lineup. 

@ Unlisted players have a value of $1,500,000. They 
must be placed on the bench until Week 2. 


@ Receive a four-page report weekly or bi-weekly. You 
automatically receive bi-weekly standings with your 
entry fee. (First standings mailed September 13th.) 

Bi-weekly standings include the lineup changes of the 
25 teams in your league. Know what you are compet- 

ing against! 

@ Updated league rosters and top 5 overall sent the weeks 
of September 18th and October 23rd. 

@ $10 for standings to be mailed to a second address. 

$10 per address per team for standings to be mailed 
weekly rather than bi-weekly. 

@ Standings are also available via the Internet. Call for 
details. 

© Fax service available. Call 1-888-676-2248 for details. 


Jeremy Ophus, Bellevue, WA 


$420,350 In Cash Prizes 


@To make lineup changes, a toll-free number and an 
account number will be provided, or you may make them 
via the Internet. 

@ The deadline for weekly lineup changes is Saturday al 
9 PM CT for Sunday and Monday games, or by 9 PM CT 
the night before any other game (changes for Thursday 
games must be made by 9 PM Wednesday night). 
The first roster change deadline is Saturday, September 
9, 2000. 

@ The fees for lineup changes are as follows: 


@ CDM Fantasy Football welcomes entries from around the 
world. All fees, however, must be paid with U.S. funds. For 
Canadian, Mexican and overseas entries, please add $15 to 
cover additional mailing costs. 

@ Player changes cannot be made until your team has 
been entered into the computer database. Mailed and 
faxed teams will be entered within five working days of 
receipt. 

@ Not responsible for lost, late, stolen or misdirected entries 
or player changes. 

Our toll line is 314-991-1511. Our fax number is 314-991-1564, 

@ If you submit multiple entries, please specify if you would 
like the teams entered in the same or different leagues. 
Limit 6 teams per customer per one league. 

@ If you and your friends would like to be in the same league, 
please mail the entry forms in together and specify “Same 
League” or call for special instructions. Limit 6 friends’ 
teams per one league. 

@ CDM Fantasy Football is not affiliated in any way with 
the National Football League. 

@ Contest is subject to all United States Federal and State 
laws. COM Fantasy Football may not be used for any 
form of gambling. 

No employees of COM, Inc. or their families are eligible to play. 
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WIDE RECEIVER WIDE RECEIVER (cont) 


597__ STIL, BRYAN. 


' KICKER 
1__ANDERSON, GARY 


RUNNING BACK (cont) 
__DET __3850 


VALUE | 
215 _ STEWART, JAMES T 


2_VANDERJAGT. MIKE 


5_LONGWELL. RYAN _ 
6__ MARE, OLINDO 
7_DEL GRECO, Al. = 
8 _VINATIERL. ADAM 
—2__HALL. JOHN 
10_CHRISTIE, STEVE ._ 
1.1__HANSON, JASON 
12__STOYANOVICH, PETE _ 
13__PETERSON, TO00. 
14_GRAMATICA, MARTIN. _ 
15__ WILKINS, JEFF. 
16_ BROWN, KRIS. 
17_ STOVER, MATT. 
18_ANDERSEN, MORTON 
19 CUNNINGHAM, RICHIE WA 2300 
20 RICHEY. WADE 
21__ JOHNSON, NORM. 
-22_KASAY, JOHN 
_23_ MURRAY, EDOIE 
24 BRIEN. DOUG. 
_25_CONWAY, BRETT. 


ot DAWSON, Phil. 
32 HOLMES, JARET 


QUARTERBACK 


101_WARNER, KURT. STL_ 7150 
102__ MANNING, PEYTON _ IND) 

103 __ FAVRE. BRETT. 

104 BEVEALEIN, STEVE _ 

105_ BLEDSOE, DREW. 

106_MCNAIR, STEVE 

197__BRUNELL, MARK 

108 __ GANNON, RICH 

109__ JOHNSON, BRAD 

110__KITNA, JON SEA__4 
111_TESTAVERDE, VINNY NY 
112_FLUTIE, DOUG —_—BuE__& 
1.13__ STEWART. KORDELL PIT 

114__ CHANDLER, CHRIS __ 

115__ AIKMAN, TROY 

116 PLUMMER, JAKE 

117_BLAKE, JEFF 

118 JOHNSON, ROB 

119_BANKS, TONY _ 

120_BATCH, CHARUE 

121_YOUNG, STEVE 

122_ GRBAC, ELVIS. 
123_MCNOWN, CADE 

124__ COUCH, TIM 

125_ORFER. TRENT — 

126 GARGA JEFF 
127__GEOAGE, JEFF 

128_ GRIESE, BRIAN 

129__HARBAUGH, JIM 

130 COLLINS, KERRY 

131_JONG, SHAUN 

132__MCHABB, DONOVAN _ 
133__CUNNINGHAM, RANDALL NVA 3360 
134__ SMITH, AKIL —_—ON__3030 
135_FREROTTE. GUS________ DEN 2680 
136 GREEN, TRENT.__STL_2140 
137__CULPEPPER, DANTE. _MIN 1820 
138__HUARO, DAMON ss MIA _(1520 
139__BRISTER, BUSBY ____MIN 1510 
140 __O’‘DONNELL, NEM.__TEN. 1500 
141__ FIEDLER, JAY. MIA 1490 
142_MOON, WARREN sd «4320 
143 MITCHELL, SCOTT CN 1200 


RUNNING BACK 


201_JAMES, EDGERRIN _IND.__ 6000 
202 FAULK. MARSHALL __STL_§790 
203 TAYLOR, FRED JAC 5490 


206__ SMITH, EMMITT 

207__ STALEY, OUCE —- 
208__DAVIS, STEPHEN 

209 _ MARTIN, CURTIS _ A 
210_LEVENS, DORSEY ._-»sGB__ 
211_ANDERSON, JAMAL ATI._ 3930 
212_ WATTERS, RICKY _SEA__3910 
213 DILLON, COREY GIN. 3890 
214 SANDERS, BARRY WA 3870 


Officially 
Licensed By 
The National 

Football 

League 
Players 


* 
f = 
PLAYERSS 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY 
28336, St. Louls, MO 63146. One request per household. One request per envelope. All requests must be received by August 26, 2000. Void where prohibited by law. You must be 18 years or older to participate. 


216 WILLIAMS, RICKY 
217_ BETTIS, JEROME 
218_ SMITH. ROBERT 
219_ALSTOTT. MIKE 

220 _GARNER, CHARLIE 
221__DUNN, WARRICK 
222 BIAKABUTUKA, TIM _ 
223_SMITH, ANTOWAIN 
224_ GARY, OLANDIS 
225_LINTON, JONATHAN 
226 KAUFMAN, NAPOLEON _ 
227_JOHNSON, JAMES 


228 _ENIS, CURTIS 0 


243 BENNETT, DONNELL 
244 RHETT, ERRICT. 

245 BROWN, GARY_ 
246 IRVIN, SEDRICK 


NO 


512_ROBINSON, MARCUS 
513_JEFFERS, PATRICK _ 


514 MORTON, JOHNNIE 
515_MATHIS. TERANCE _ 


261 STEEVENS TREMATNL 
262__ SHEHEE, RASHAAN 
263. “HANSPARD BYRON 
264 THOMAS, ROONEY 
265 BENNETT. SEAN 
266 LOVILLE, DEREK 
287__JOHNSON, LEON 


22 BYNUM, KENNY 


TIGHT END 


406 ALEXANDER, STEPHEN WAS — 
PHL 

_STL__ 
NO_ 


A409 BROUGHTON, LUTHER 
410 WILLIAMS, ROLAND. 
411_CLEELAND, CAM 

412 SLOAN, DAVID 
413_RIEMERSMA, JAY 
414_ MITCHELL, PETE 

415__ CHAMBERLAIN, BYRON. 


424 _ DAMS, TYRONE 
425__ HARRIS. JACQUE 
426 HARDY, TERRY 
427__FAURIA, CHRISTIAN 
428. SANTIAGO, 0 J 
429_BJORNSON, ERIC 
430_JONES, DAMON 
42)_CLARK. GREG _ 
432_ BRUENER, MARK. 
433_WETINIGHT. RYAN 


434 CRUMPLER, CARLESTER MIN. 


435 BATTAGLIA, MARCO 


569__ KENNISON, EDDIE _ 
570__ PRITCHARD, MIKE _ 


571_JOHNSON, CHARLES __ 


S72_ ISMAIL. QADAY _ 
573 _PROEML. RICKY_ 


CIN 


574 LEWIS, JERMAINE 


5TS_ EMANUEL, BEAT _ 


‘584 SIMMONS, TONY 
585 __ PENN, CHRIS 


586 WARD, 

587_GREEN, FG. __ 
588 JONES, CHARLIE __ 
589_ WILLIAMS, KEVIN 


590 _JELLS, DEITRICH _ 


AARUAREARAGR! 


— 1000 
1009 
1000 


2000 DRAFT CHOICES 
33_K JANIKOWSIO. SEBASTIAN RAJ 
144 08 PENNINGTON, CHAD NYJ 


273 RB_ LEWIS. JAMAL __BAL 
274 BB_JONES, THOMAS __ ARZ 
275.RB DAYNE. RON NYG 
276_RB ALEXANDER, SHAUN __ SEA 
277_RB_CANIDATE. TRUNG _STh 
278 AB PRENTICE, TRAVIS _ CLE 
279 RB_REDMOND, RA. NE 
436 TE FRANKS, BUBBA GB 
437_TE_BECHT. ANTHONY _NYJ 


606 WR NORTHCUTT. DENNIS CLE 
607_WA_PINKSTON, TODD __ Pil 
008 WR PORTER, JERRY Al 
609 WR_DUGANS. RON 

610 WR WHITE, DEZ 

611_WA COLE. CHRIS 

612 WR COLES, LAVERANUES _ 

619 WR_DAWSON, JA JUAN CLE 
614 WR JACKSON, DARRELL SEA 


ts Saturday at 9 PM Central Time tor 
Sunday and Monday games. 
or by 9 PM Central Time the night 
before any other game. 


- = 

Deadline for phone, fax, and Internet 
entries is 9PM CentralTimeon | 
Saturday, September 2, 2000 


Mailed entries must be postmarked 
| by Saturday, September 2, 2000 and 


| received no later than Wednesday, | 


To pay with check or money order, 


mail your entry and payment to: 


September 6, 2000. L 
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STARTING LINEUP VALUE 


$ 
(cannot exceed $60,000,000) 


NUM PLAYER VALUE 


Ce ee 


Team Name 

Address 

City St 

Zp a : 
E-Mail 

MC/VISADIS 

Expres 

Fest Entry Fee oa. 
Ascl Entries «Cy © _ the 

Addl Address Oty___ © $10.00 en» 

Woy Reports Oty __ 


OS1000 eax 
‘TOTAL PAYMENT 
Have you played a COM game before? 


FEEL FREE TO ENLARGE OR 
USE A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER 


Sign up and play via the Internet! 
http://football.cdmsports.com 


To receive a copy of the official rules and 2 team selection entry form, void of all services, send a letter size, sell-addressed stamped envelope to COM Fantasy Football/CDM, inc., P.O. Bax 


Late Breaking News & Views ..... 8 


By Greg Sushinsky 


Around the NEL .............0e0020285 10 
The Draftman Cometh, All-Time Records 
By Richard Cox and Norman Mac Lean 


MUSE: WITOLD ccccncrccscesreccncocesnceses UL8 


From Supermarket to Super Bowl 


By Bill Doherty 


NFL 2010 Good-Bye Dynasties! ....... 22 


By Michael Bradley 


Jevon Kearse Superfreak ss... 32 
By Bill Doherty 


The T.Q. Rating System ............ 36 


APC East sivsscsssssccscscsccstesnscsssess OO 
By Michael Bradley 

Indianapolis Colts 39 
Miami Dolphins 42 
New York Jets 48 
Buffalo Bills 54 
New England Patriots 58 


AEC Central cvcccccccccssccsscrectecssesa 0OL 


By Greg Sushinsky 


Tennessee Titans 62 
Jacksonville Jaguars 66 
Baltimore Ravens 69 
Pittsburgh Steelers 72 
Cincinnati Bengals 75 
Cleveland Browns 78 


AEC WESC ccc erscscnscacexecsiessvancsease OL 


By Bob Cunninham 


Denver Broncos 82 
Seattle Seahawks 85 
Oakland Raiders 88 
Kansas City Chiefs 91 
San Diego Chargers 94 


Best in the Biz ..........ccccceesseeenee OT 


By Amorak Huey 


NEC) EASUnicsctcscessssscestctsssarersse 20S 


By Fred McMane 


Washington Redskins 104 
Dallas Cowboys 107 
Philadelphia Eagles 110 
New York Giants 113 
Arizona Cardinals 116 


NFC Central .......cccsscsssesssseceee, 119 


By Jeremy Treatman 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers 120 
Minnesota Vikings 123 
Detroit Lions 126 
Green Bay Packers 129 
Chicago Bears 132 


NEC WeSt iis cscccsccosscsncpccsssocssusee LOD 


By Jon Cooper 


St. Louis Rams 136 
Carolina Panthers 139 
Atlanta Falcons 142 
San Francisco 49ers 145 
New Orleans Saints 148 


Fantasy Guide 2000 .............. 151 


By Rodney Campbell, Tristan Cockcroft and Amorak Huey 


2000 Draft Report Card ........ 167 


By Jeremy Treatman 
1999 Complete Statistics ..... 170 
The Last Word ........sccsessereee 178 


By Michael Bradley 
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Running Back Richard Huntley, Steelers 


With the ATS c 
SportsPager = 
you are as. 
close as 
you can get to 


© Scores for football, basketball, baseball, hockey, 
updated every 2-4 minutes as it happens, 

¢ Weather & Injury Reports, 

¢ Great Situational Scoring including Who scored & How they scored, 

© Works Nationwide, 

© Personal Paging, 

© Horse Racing, 

© Headline News and Much More, a 

© The Exclusive ATS SuperChannel ame cA 
which includes: © Stats, © Free Selections, © Smart Money Moves. 


*“There’s only one way to 

follow sports and that’s 

with the ATS SportsPager!” 
—Paul Hornung 


Call today for a FREE SportsPager Brochure! The Offical Spokesperson fo 


the ATS SportsPager, Heisman 


Order today and have your Pager tomorrow via FedEx”. Resellers and conversions welcome! Trophy Winner, NFL MVP & 
, Member of the Hall of Fame 
Chi 

GET 2 FREE ISSUES ( OF RECEIVE A FREE RECEIVE A COPY OF ATS’ 

ATS WEEKLY REVIEW | SUBSCRIPTION TO THE = | TOP 20 LIST OF OFFSHORE 

\ must for serious sports ATS ROTATION SCHEDULE SPORTSBOOKS! 

ary halake fanatics. \ must for serious sports fans! : 

Siac tek, sn Each issue is pocked with: | 22 orreatrooreat | | Get a full Top 20 List of 

© scouting & injury reports |= aealeemene © Official College ( fh) — report on Offst im 1shooks Fax# (410) 602-0132 

# team logs & Pro football AS every offshore [eres 1498 M. Reisterstown Rd. 

° sportsbook aa Suite 777 


© power rotings 


rotation schedules, ‘SU a | ; 
fantasy report Kwhere it's [Rexexess " Baltimore, MD 21208 


; (full-season—6 issues) % cafe = 
© plus advanced selections esting arn aE 
with expert analysis to play! =a 


For all your sports betting needs visit us online at 1-800-772- 1287 


WWW.atswins.com Wisrate 
: " At ATS, no phone number is ever required. 


Selections, scores, lines, handicapping information and much more! 


Why? We Don’t Call People, People Call Us! 


ALE NO. 1 

Deion Sanders abruptly ended his not-so-success- 
ful return to baseball in the minor league 
Cincinnati Reds system (he was hitting around 
the .200 mark), when he received permission 
from the major league club to return to Dallas to 
continue rehabilitation work on his right knee. 
Sanders, whose knee was scoped on January 24th 
this year, had not shown much in the way of 
flashes of the promising baseball player he’d been 
several seasons ago. The open secret was that the 
Dallas Cowboys would most likely release him on 
une 1. The second most open secret was that the 
Washington Redskins were going to sign him to 
add to the bulking up of their roster for their 
hoped-for Super Bowl run. The Redskins had to 
be thrilled it looked doubtful Sanders would be 
returning to baseball. 


TALE NO. 2 

The Barry Sanders/Detroit Lions ugly public feud 
continued into late spring. A quick re-cap: 
Sanders, one of the greatest running backs the 
game has ever seen, retired two years ago rather 
than play for the Lions. He had four years remain- 
ing on his contract, and although it has since been 
ruled that he is to pay back two-thirds of an $11- 
million signing bonus, he has not done so. One of 
Sanders’ agents, Peter Schlatter, offered the opin- 
ion that his client might show up for pre-season 
camp in July, thus “giving him leverage.” The 
Lions would have to resolve a potentially horren- 
dous salary cap situation of $10 million being 
committed to their running backs—one of whom 
is freshly-signed James Stewart and the other 
Sanders. Supposedly, this would bring the situa- 
tion to a head and force the Lions to trade 
Sanders, according to Schlatter. Not that the agent 
vas actually threatening this: “My client would 
never do that.” An interesting consideration is 
Sanders himself: does he even want to play again? 


One More Mo 

The New York Jets signed linebacker Mo Lewis to 
a one-year extension, though the feeling by NFL 
observers was split on whether or not the Jets 
were getting ready to part with Lewis after the 
“one year, or work on cementing a long-term deal. 
On the heels of the Keyshawn Johnson trade 
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Late)Breaking|Newsjaiviews 
scum lbale of Two Sanders 


(debacle), Jets fans have to be wondering what the 
commitment of new owner Woody Johnson will 
be to what is perceived as the core of the team. 


REHAB CORNER 

Robert Edwards of the Patriots, who gained 1,115 
yards as a rookie in ‘98, and then had a horrible 
knee injury which included artery and nerve dam- 
age, is making a remarkable comeback. Edwards 
puts in as much as 20 hours a week, and his phys- 
ical condition has come an amazing distance from 
when emergency surgery was performed (with the 
attendant possibility that he might not be able to 
walk again). Whether he makes it back to the 
team is still a long shot, but he is giving everything 
to his comeback attempt. 

Vinny Testaverde, Jets OB, is coming along 
with his leg rehabilitation. Still, Testaverde, 
healthy or not, is a veteran who is not going to be 
a long-term factor for the team. 


MAJOR MEDICAL 

Oakland Raiders free-safety Eric Turner had an 
“undisclosed, serious stomach illness” right 
around the time of mini-camp. The Raiders were 
deeply concerned over more than his career, 
Turner has also been plagued by foot and ankle 
injuries the past two seasons, and the team was 
hoping he would return to the secondary—as well 
as to a productive life beyond football. 


CONTRACTS 

The possibility surfaced this spring that Bill 
Parcells—who had to be convinced to stay on as 
Director of Football Operations with the Jets by 
new owner Woody Johnson—would be available 
for another NFL coaching position next year. The 
reasoning goes like this: Parcells, if he fulfills his 
contract this season, is allowed to then void the 
final two years, and would be free to seek other 
jobs. This of course could mean he would head 
back to a lucrative network position. But some 
veteran Parcells watchers have speculated that he 
won't be able to resist the challenge of heading 
back to the sidelines for one last high-profile posi- 
tion with a contender. Reportedly, Parcells scoffs 
at this—but he’s been lured back before. (Besides, 
do you think he's going to enjoy hovering over Al 
Groh, with nothing much to do?) 
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CONTRACTS ll 

One of most anticipated events was the 49ers’ 
probable re-do of Jerry Rice’s contract, where they 
would keep him for a final season at a reduced 
rate from his original $3.95 million (perhaps half 
as much). The sticking point was that Rice want- 
ed to play two years, not one, and was determined 
to go elsewhere to do it if San Francisco released 
him, 


CONTRACTS Ill 

The Washington Redskins were trying to work 
out an extension with running star Stephen 
Davis. The extension was supposedly going to be 
five years, as the Redskins seem to have given up 
on the idea of parting with Davis. They would 
need him for what they are convinced is going to 
be a strong run at the NFC Championship and the 
Super Bowl. 


CONTRACTS IV 

The Tennessee Titans were still negotiating with 
Jeff Fisher as of press time for a contract exten- 
sion. If no extension is forthcoming, Fisher will 
become the hands-down prime candidate for huge 
dollars and just about any head-coach opening he 
desires. That the Titans didn’t lock Fisher up long 
before this is the surprise. 


FOREVER YOUNG 

Everyone was tired of the “will-he-or-won't-he” 
retirement saga of Steve Young. But as of mini- 
camp time, though Young wasn’t playing, he’d 
reportedly declared himself fit and ready to go. 
And though he didn’t say it, “go” in this case 
probably meant going to Denver, where the 
Broncos’ Mike Shanahan reportedly wanted 
Young badly. (If a deal hasn’t been worked out 
yet, look for it to happen.) 


LET'S TRY SOME GOOD NEWS 

FOR A CHANGE 

Instead of all the legal troubles in the league, con- 
sider JeRod Cherry, a defensive back for the 
Oakland Raiders, who completed a Masters in 
Education after many years of off-season study. 
He plans to one day earn a Ph.D,, and is a wholly 
positive counterpoint to the league’s need for 
“conduct codes” and intense player monitoring. 
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he Jets’ trading of WR Johnson to Tampa 

Bay for two first round draft picks gave them 

four overall. Johnson, not getting market 
value, signed a huge eight-year, $56-million 
deal, with a $13-million signing bonus. He got 
the money, and is now the highest paid receiver 
in the NFL. But will the Bucs and second-year 
QB Shawn King change their run-oriented 
attack for Johnson? Tampa wins with defense 
and ball control ... 

Look for the Baltimore Ravens to go after dis- 
affected Bengals RB Corey Dillon ... Denver 
envisions a QB controversy with youthful 
Brian Griese versus veteran signee Gus 
Frerotte. Coach Mike Shanahan has tried to 
defuse it by naming Griese as the starter, but if 
he falters ... What happened to Doug Flutie in 
Buffalo is that the relentless NFL co-ordinators 
watched enough film to understand his tenden- 
cies and prepare for them. Doug is a great back- 
up, and situational OB, not a starter ... 

New Patriots coach Bill Belichick is going 
to give opponents looks at both the 3-4 and 4-3 
defenses this year, but his primary worry is still 


Linebacker RAY LEWIS had the most tackles in the NFL 
last season, but al press time, was in jail ona 

murder charge emenating from a post-Super Bowl 
bar brawl. He has petitioned for a separate trial and 
Ravens owner Art Modell is trying to get him out on 

$1 million bail in time for the new season. 


inconsistent OB Drew Bledsoe ... Oakland cut 
DT Russell Maryland, freeing nearly $2 mil- 
lion in cap room ... The Raiders signed free 
agent Tennessee DB Anthony Dorsett, who 
was unhappy that the Titans didn’t get the cor- 
rect media pass, enabling his father Tony 
Dorsett, the former Cowboy, to roam the side- 
lines during the Super Bow... 

In Pittsburgh the question is whether QB- 
WR Stewart can handle pressure. If he falters, 
look for former Giant OB Graham to take over 
by game five ... The Chargers want OB Ryan 
Leaf to start, but offseason surgery on his 
shoulder has left him with only 50% arm 
strength for now ... 

The Redskins are negotiating with 
Cincinnati Reds outfielder Deion Sanders, but 
don’t bet the mortgage money on it. Neon 
Deion may wind up back in Dallas for much 
less money than before ... If he does he won't 
play WR this time around, because of the 
acquisition of Galloway by the ’Pokes. Sanders 
is still the best return man in the business, far 
more consistent than Desmond Howard, who 
is either feast or famine—and no one throws 
his way when he plays DB... Dallas signed 
Paul Justin as the backup to Aikman after 


The National Football League drew a 
record 16,206,640 attendance in 248 games in 
1999, averaging 65,349 fans per contest. The 
Super Bowl—arguably the greatest ever 
played—was watched by 132.5 million view- 
ers (two to three times the audience for 
Baseball’s World Series or the National 
Basketball Association finals). If the NFL 
wants to surpass these gaudy numbers, they 
need to continue the offensive explosiveness 
of the game; bring in new talent via the draft 
as usual; improve instant replay; and some- 
how make their players better citizens 

A spate of off the field violence-related inci- 
dents—including the Rae Carruth and Ray 
Lewis murder cases—has caused serious meet- 
ings in the New York offices of Commissioner 
Paul Tagliabue. It’s also led to a much closer 
look at the character of the recently drafted 
new players. The NFL investigated 323 draft 
eligible players, and found that 68 of them 
had off the field reportable incidences. 

“Coaches teach these young people to hit 
and hurt their opponents from the time they 
are about eight years old,” noted George 
Young, NFL vice president and former gener- 
al manager of the New York Giants. “They 
sometimes develop a feeling of invincibility 
they take with them off the field. 
Questionable decisions as to the crowd they 
run with can lead to trouble. Suddenly they 
are being paid huge amounts of money, and 
they become targets. If they resort to violence 
off the field, the results can be tragic.” 


Jason Garrett signed with the Giants as back- 
up to Kerry Collins ... 

The Lions want RB Sanders to return, but 
only so they can trade him for a package of 
goodies .,. If he comes back, Sanders should pass 
Walter Payton as the NFL’s career ground 
gaining leader ... Washington signed RB Adrian 
Murrell—who has three 1,000-yard seasons on 
his résumé—in order to pressure Stephen 
Davis into a reasonable contract extension ... 

If Washington can’t get Sanders because of 
cap problems, they might try real hard to sign 
Jerry Rice when he is capsized June 1 by San 
Francisco ... The Saints want RB Ricky 
Williams to play at 225 pounds, 11 pounds 
lighter and hopefully quicker than in "99, They 
want a low profile from the combative (on and 
off the field) Williams, and they will set up 
plays that take advantage of his between-the- 
tackles running style ... 

49ers insiders expect OB Steve Young to 
play in 2000, despite warnings about repeated 
concussions ... Carmen Policy, the Browns 
president, and his protégé, general manager 
Dwight Clark, both may be implicated in San 
Francisco's alleged cap manipulations, giving the 
newly-minted Cleveland team a new worry ... 


magine being a team owner or owner rep- 

resentative sitting at the NFL draft next 

to either the New York Jets, Baltimore 

Ravens, Washington Redskins, Tampa 

Bay Buccaneers, San Francisco 49ers or 
Seattle Seahawks—and having only one draft 
pick in the first round, while each of these 
teams has more. Sounds scary, huh? However, 
there are some advantages. If the draft picks 
are too close to one another—like the New 
York Jets (16th & 18th), and the Seattle 
Seahawks (19th & 22nd)—it’s almost like you 
better get it right the first time, because you'll 
only have a few minutes to make up for that 
mistake 

If you're Baltimore (5th & 15th), Tampa 
Bay (13th & 27th) or San Francisco (12th & 
24th), you're in a pretty good marketing posi- 
tion. You can see how your great pick (or your 
mediocre pick) affected the other teams. 

I've heard that the women’s professional foot- 
ball franchises are very affordable for the lean 
investor. If that’s the case, we may see our first 
inter-gender draft before the end of the decade. 


By Richard Cox and Norman Mac Lean 


The NFL Brings Out 
the Philosopher in Us 


t is widely known the majority of NFL play- 
! ers are of some God-based faith and that the 
Lord's Prayer is still recited in most locker 
rooms before each game. Ironically, the faith of 


the NFL ownership is never brought to the 
table. Let me quote my all-time favorite philoso- 
pher, King Solomon, who once stated, 
“Whoever loves money never has money 
enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied 
with his income. This too is meaningless.” 
Although the NFL owner's meeting is highly 
regarded as the place to flaunt wealth and pros- 
perity, if King Solomon was in attendance he 


Where Do You Put Your Money This Year? 
Hopefully Not in Your “Back” Pocket 


Due to many teams recognizing that—although 
the fans love to see the graceful moves of a run- 
ning back escaping through a hole in the defen- 
sive line; a cornerback blocking a potential game- 
winning touchdown; or a linebacker making a 

POSITION 


Shaun Alexander Running E Back 
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Mra 
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Ron Dayne 
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Winners and Losers 


Draft Day left one big winner, the Washington 
Redskins, who shored up their future with LB 
LaVar Arrington, who wears number 56 and 
could dominate. In Chris Samuels they have a 
huge blocker who will protect Redskin passers for 
10 years. The Browns selected perfectly with 
Courtney Brown as their number one pick. He 
could be the next Bruce Smith. The Giants 
plugged a hole at RB with Heisman winner Ron 


COLLEGE 

ing Alabama 

__ Outside Linebacker Penn State 
Oklahoma f= 

— West Virginia _ 
Penn State ae 
Michigan State 6-5 — 
Florida State 547 
Wisconsin 
‘Miami (Fia.) 

oatety Tennessee 

__ Defensive Tack le Boston College 
_Kansas State 

_ Florida State 

Virginia 
Texas A&M 
Tennessee : 

Northern lowa 
Jackson State 
Hawaii _ 
Marshall 

«Virginia. 

Offensive Moen \eeaenncntant = 


crucial sack with the game on the line—there'’s 
more to the game than “baby got back.” Here are 
a few names from this year’s NFL draft to look 
out for—some of whom are, or soon will become, 
football's newest millionaires: 
DRAFTING TEAM 
JSeattio Seahawks = 
Washington Redskins _ 
Kansas City Chiefs c 
New York Jets 
6g Cleveland Browns _ 
31 _ Pittsburgh Steelers | 
Tampa! Bay Buccaneers 
New York Jets 
New York Giants 
Green Bay Packers 
Carolina | Panthers 
Minnesota Vikings 
New Orleans Saints 
Oakland Raiders: 
Arizona Cardinals 
Oaktand)Raiders | 
Baltimore Ravens 
Jacksonville Jaguars | 
Kansas City Chiefs 
St. Louis Rams 
New York Jets _ 
St. LouisRams 
_ Washington Redskins 
7_ Philadelphia Eagles 
a Arizona ao 


G1 192 
64 


64 


59 


_65 2 
61 20' 
62 EI 
GS 2 
60 26 

PS9 205 
61 feet tn 
Sees 
6-3 292 
63 
63 


Dayne, but the Jets didn’t replace Keyshawn 
Johnson, despite four first round picks, 

The Ravens, with Ozzie Newsome doing the 
drafting, may have gotten the best RB in the draft 
in Jamal Lewis, but the worry is his '98 knee 
surgery. Pittsburgh will not get to the Super Bowl 
with either Kordell Stewart or backup Kent 
Graham at QB, so they should have taken Chad 
Pennington, instead of letting him slip through to 
the Jets. Randy Moss claims Pennington is the 
best passer he has ever worked with 

In the offseason, the Redskins made a huge 


would have reiterated those words in his open- 
ing address. Then he would have told the own- 
ers that it’s time to put the instant replay in for 
good, and invest more money in positions that 
don’t include the word “back.” So that “Those 
who do study the mistakes of history will not 
be forced to repeat them”--as another philoso- 
pher once said. 


The Browns made COURTNEY BROWN the 
first pick overall in this year’s draft, then 
signed him to a six-year contract in May 


move when they signed Smith, the former Buffalo 
DE, to a five-year deal. Smith may play only one or 
two seasons, but he can still pressure a quarter- 
back, and make things happen. Smith’s buddy, RB 
Thurman Thomas, signed with Miami, which is 
trying to switch from the retired Dan Marino’s 
air attack to a more balanced offensive menu. 

Former Cincinnati Bengals OB Jeff Blake 
signed with the rebuilding New Orleans Saints, 
and will step into the number one role. He is the 
future of the New Orleans franchise, along with 
Ricky Williams 
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Chicago wide receiver Curtis Conway signed with San Diego, 
and troubled Seattle WR Joey Galloway was traded to Dallas, 
where he takes the place of Michael Irvin, who will probably 
retire, With Troy Aikman throwing the ball—and another burner 
in Rocket Ismail as a complement—Galloway has his chance to 
rebound with a big year. 

Minnesota experienced an exodus of sorts with center Jeff 
Christy and Guard Randall McDaniel, both signing with Tampa 
Bay. Wide receiver Jake Reed—talented, but still number three 
behind Moss and Cris Carter—signed with the Saints. 

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers came within one game of the Super 
Bowl because of their defense, which suffered a huge and devastat- 
ing blow when premier LB Hardy Nickerson opted to sign with 
Jacksonville. How much better can the Jaguars get before they make 
it to the big dance? 

Jax did lose backup RB James Stewart to Detroit, where he 
becomes number one, unless Barry Sanders returns. If Sanders 
does return—and we think he will—look for Detroit to move him 
as part of the deal. 

The exodus from Denver is in full swing, with TE Shannon 
Sharpe opting for Baltimore as a free agent. 

One summer signing returned backup OB Neil O’Donnell to the 
Tennessee Titans. O'Donnell, who took the Pittsburgh Steelers to the 
Super Bowl, might be called upon again if Steve McNair gets hurt. 
He is the best backup in the NFL, and won four games last year when 
MeNair was hurt, including a one-point decision over Jacksonville. 

Speaking of backups, Jeff George inked a deal with Washington 
after failing to agree with Minnesota. Vikings coach Dennis Green 
also failed to sell his team to Marino. The expected release of 
Randall Cunningham on Cap Day June 1, makes untried Daunte 
Culpepper the Vikes OB. 

With the retirement of John Elway, and the demise of the 
Dallas Cowboys and San Francisco 49ers, as well as the Green Bay 
Packers, anyone can win the Super Bowl. Scouting and offseason 
moves can be the difference. The Rams’ signing of backup Kurt 
Warner—who saved their season when Trent Green went down, 
and their acquisition of RB Marshall Faulk—boosted them from 
4-12 to the championship. 

Warner's success has meant an explosion of interest in NFL 
Europe, which saw a record 154 players allocated by NFL teams. 
Warner played for the Amsterdam Admirals and claims, “NFL 
Europe was a great experience for me. It was my way to open some 
eyes at the Rams and around the NFL. Playing in Europe gave me the 
confidence to know that I could come into the NFL and succeed.” 

A total of 180 players with NFL Europe experience played in the 
NFL in °99, including the Chicago Bears Marcus Robinson, the 
98 NFL Europe offensive MVP with the Rhine Fire. He burst upon 
the NFL with 84 catches, good for 1,400 yards and nine TDs last 
year, to become a premier receiver. 


Although we hate to see certain records fall (especially those held 
by our favorite players), if the season is healthy for a few lucky indi- 
viduals, the following records will fall in the NFL 2000 campaign: 


ALL-TIME LEADING RUSHER 


RB Emmitt Smith (Dallas) could become No. 2 on the NFL's 
all-time rushing list behind Payton, provided Sanders remains 
retired. Thomas, released by Buffalo, made the right choice in 
signing with Miami, which desperately needs a solid running 
back. If he is healthy, he could move as high as the No. 4 position, 
up from No. 9, surpassing Franco Harris, Marcus Allen, Jim 
Brown, Tony Dorsett and Eric Dickerson. 


PLAYER PLAYER 

1. Walter Payton... 6. Jim Brown 

2. Barry Sanders... 7. Marcus Allen. 

3. Emmitt Smith... 8. Franco Harris. 

4. Eric Dickerson .. 9. Thurman Thomas... 
5. Tony Dorsett... 10. John Riggins 


CAREER PASSING YARDAGE LEADER 


Vinny Testaverde could leapfrog as high as the No. 10 spot 
(up from No. 18) if healthy, passing Ken Anderson, Young, Phil 
Simms, John Hadl, Steve DeBerg, Jim Hart, Jim Everett, and 
Jim Kelly. Young could reach as high, provided he returns to the 
game and remains healthy. Kansas City’s Warren Moon will 
maintain his No. 3 position, nicely tucked behind John Elway and 
Dan Marino. 
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sional titles last year. 


The 2000 NFL Europe featured 12 allocated NFL quarterbacks, 
all of who wanted to have the success of the 11 former NFL Europe 
passers who started at QB in the NFL in 99, This group included 
Washington’s Brad Johnson (London, ’95) and Seattle’s Jon 
Kitna (Barcelona, '97), each of whom guided their teams to divi- 


PLAYER PLAYER 

1. Dan Marino... wD], 11. Jim Everett .... 

2. John Elway. 12. Jim Hart 

3. Warren Moon... Bs 13. Steve DeBerg. 

4. Fran Tarkenton .. wed, 14. John Had! 

5. Dan Fouts . 15. Phil Simms 

6. Joe Montana. 16. Steve Young.. 

7. Johnny Unitas F 17, Ken Anderson... 
8. Dave Krieg 18. Vinny Testaverde 
9. Boomer Esiason 19. Sonny Jurgensen .. 
10. Jim Kelly ca’ 20. John Brodie 


INTERCEPTION LEADER 


Atlanta’s Eugene Robinson could move as high as a tie for the 
No. 6 position with Dick LeBeau and Dave Brown this year, 
while stepping over Everson Walls, Johnny Robinson, Bobby 
Boyd, Mel Blout, and Emmitt Thomas in the process. 


PLAYER . PLAYER 
1. Paul Krause 9. (tied) Bobby Boyd 
2. Emien Tunnell... 9. (tied) Johnny Robinson... 
3. Dick “Night Train” Lane 9. (tied) Mel Blount .... 
4. Ken Riley...........seccsese 9. (tied) Everson Walls... 
5. Ronnie Lott 13. (tied) Lem Barney. 
6. (tied) Dick LeBeau 13. (tied) Pat Fischer ii 
6. (tied) Dave Brown...........ssssees 13. (tied) Eugene Robinson......... 
8. Emmitt Thomas. ........ccovsssesoee- 


CAREER RECEPTIONS LEADER 


Look for a lot of changes here in the lower ranks, Minnesota's 
Cris Carter should move into the No. 3 position, surpassing for- 
mer Redskin Art Monk, and challenging Andre Reed for the No. 
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2 position comfortably behind Rice. Irving Fryar should move 
up to No. 5 from No. 7, passing over Henry Ellard and former 
Seattle Superstar Steve Largent. A heathly Irvin (currently tied 


TOUCHDOWN LEADER 


If he shines in Miami, former Buffalo RB Thomas could move | 


for No. 10) and Tim Brown (No. 8) could both move up to the from the No. 20 spot to No. 13 behind Steeler legend Harris, sur- 
No. 6 and No. 7 spots respectively, and Detroit's Herman Moore passing Don Maynard, Charlie Taylor, Leroy Kelly, Bobby 
could move up to No. 15 from No. 19, passing Raymond Berry, Mitchell, Tony Dorsett, Jim Taylor and Eric Dickerson. 
Carter can easily walk into the No. 6 position, leaping over former 
Redskin John Riggins. 


Don Maynard, Drew Hill and Charlie Taylor. 


PLAYER h PLAYER 


5. Steve Largent.. 


7. Irving Fryar 
8. Tim Brown . 
9. James Lofton... i 
10. (tied) Michael Irvin............ 


M ark your calendars for some exciting 
games in this year’s NFL season, 


1. Monday, September 4 
Denver Broncos at St. Louis Rams 


A Monday Night classic between the 
two previous Super Bow] Champions. 


2. Sunday, September 10 
Cincinnati Bengals at Cleveland Browns 


The season opener for the Bengals 
(who miss the first week due to a bye), 
taking on Cleveland in the battle of the 
high draft picks. 


3. Sunday, October 1 


Washington Redskins at 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


A revamped NFC Championship 
Finalist team vs. what could be the divi- 
sion leaders. 


4. Sunday, October 8 


San Francisco 49ers at Oakland Raiders 


A crosstown rivalry that’s well-market- 
ed. Are you listening, New York? 


5. Monday, December 25 
Dallas Cowboys at Tennessee Titans 


The defending AFC champions take on 
America’s Team on a traditional winning 
day, 


] 
| 


i ] 


Now that former Dallas Cowboy super- 
star Thomas “Hollywood” Henderson 
has won $28 million in the Lottery, what 
will he do with this new form of retire- 
ment pension? Some possibilities: a.) buy 
the Dallas Cowboys; b.) join his former 
teammate Drew Pearson in the XFL; c.) 
write a book. Or d.) team up with Tampa 
Bay wide receiver Keyshawn Johnson 
and record a remake of the Aretha 
Franklin’s Respect. 


16 m PREVIEW Sper PUBLICATIONS 


10. (tied) Charlie Joiner............. 

12. Andre Rison 

13, Gary Clark. 

14, Ozzie Newsome .. 

? 15. Charley Taylor .... 

6. Henry Ellard .... : 16. Drew Hill 
3 17. Don Maynard... 

18, Raymond Berry... 

19, Herman Moore.. 

20. Keith Byars 


12. Franco Harris ... 
13. Eric Dickerson... 
14. Jim Taylor... 

15. Tony Dorsett... 
16. Bobby Mitchell 
17. Leroy Kelly 

18. Charley Taylor . 
19. Don Maynard... 
20. Thurman Thomas 
20. Lance Alworth 


5. Walter Payton 
6. John Riggins 
7. Cris Carter .. 
8. Lenny Moore. 
9. Barry Sanders .. 
10, Don Hutson... 
11. Steve Largent 


First it was Payton, now the memory of former Kansas City Chief Derrick 
Thomas has us re-evaluating how short life is. When we lose a “spotlight person” 
like Thomas—someone who we cheered when he led the Chiefs on a successful pass 
rush, or booed because he missed a chance at a crucial sack—we fail to look at the 
total picture. Derrick was human—just like us. He left behind a family, friends and 
loved ones. Derrick wanted to be remembered—just like we all want to be one day, 

I remember the day Thomas recorded those seven sacks against Seattle. | 
remember how the news stations kept replaying sacks 1 through 7 like clock- 
work—making Thomas seem more like a machine than a human being. I remem- 
ber Derrick responding to the reporters about his great efforts, acting as if it was 
business as usual, being humble. Could we take our jobs so humbly? 

Thank you, Derrick Thomas. Thank you for making us shout, scream, laugh 
and cry in the course of a magical Sunday afternoon. And thank you, Derrick, for 
doing it so humbly. 
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“Kurt who?” has 
morphed into 
Kurt Superstar. 
Welcome to the new, 
ever-surmnsing NEL, 
where improbable 
fireams come true 
and a sensational 
sequel is not out of 
the question: 


By Bill Doherty 


Admit it, this time last year, you had no idea 
who Kurt Warner was. In fact, if a fellow NFL 
fanatic had mentioned the name to you, the first 
image that would have popped into your head 
would have been the former Seattle Seahawks 
running back who starred for Grecian Formula- 
haired, flood pants-wearing coach Joe Paterno 
back at Penn State in the early 1980s. It certainly 
would not have been the former LAA quarterback 
who literally came out of nowhere to set the NFL 
on fire in 1999. 

Back in ’94, Kurt Warner was working in a 
grocery store in Cedar Falls, lowa, stocking 
shelves. His future wife, Brenda, was on food 
stamps. In contrast, Steve McNair was in his final 
season at Alcorn State, setting countless NCAA 
records and grabbing the attention of Houston 
Oilers scouts, who would make him their first- 
round draft pick the following year. 

Less than six years later, the two crossed paths 
as the starting quarterbacks in Super Bowl 
XXXIV, one of the most memorable Super Bowls 
in history, Clearly, the St, Louis Rams quarterback 
took the more winding path in a story that 
Dreamworks or Miramax would love to film. 
Warner didn't receive a scholarship to a Division 


SUP 
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was fortunate enough to be in situations where I 
could give my family what | needed and still con- 
tinue to play.” 

He made $65,000 a year in the Arena League, 
which seemed like a small fortune after his mini- 
mum wage salary. He threw for 2,101 yards and 
15 touchdowns to emerge as the leading passer in 
NFL Europe. That performance was good enough 
to earn him the third quarterback spot on the 
Rams, behind Tony Banks and Steve Bono. 

It wasn't enough, however, to consider him in 
their long-term plans. The Rams left him available 
in the expansion draft, but Cleveland passed him 
over, The Rams then signed Trent Green away 
from Washington. OF course, St, Louis’ plans did- 
n't include Green suffering a season-ending pre- 
season knee injury. But thanks to Green’s misfor- 
tune, Warner finally got a break. 

“There were some doubts that I might not get 
an opportunity to do this,” conceded Warner. “But 
there were never any doubts that if I got the oppor- 
tunity, I could be successful and get to this point.” 

There were plenty of other doubters, however. 
The team was looking for a big-name, experienced 
leader to help it recover from a 4-12 record in 
1998. When Green went down, many felt the 
Rams’ chances went with him. 

“A lot of dreams went down with Trent,” Rams 
defensive tackle D’Marco Farr said. “For about an 
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hour. Then Kurt took over.” 

He threw for 291 yards and three touchdowns 
in the 1999 season opener against Baltimore. 

Fluke? He followed that with a 275-yard, three- 
touchdown performance against Atlanta in Week 
2. There were three touchdowns again and 326 
passing yards the third week against Cincinnati— 
and the world was starting to believe. 

“I’ve never been around a player that has 
matured as quickly,” former Rams coach Dick 
Vermeil said. “I don’t think that anybody has. I 
don’t think that it has ever been done as quickly as 
Kurt Warner has done it. He’s no fluke.” 

He’s certainly gifted. He finished the regular 
season With 4,353 passing yards and 41 touchdown 
passes. He was intercepted only 13 times and com- 
pleted 65.1 percent of his passes. He was the 
league’s 1999 Most Valuable Player in a landslide. 

“I thought he would be a good backup quarter- 
back,” receiver Isaac Bruce said. “Never in my 
wildest dreams did I think he’d be what he has 
turned out to be.” 

And even the positive-thinking Warner proba- 
bly wasn’t contemplating MVP, but he never gave 
up hope or abandoned his dreams that a starting 
job and even a Super Bow] win were in his future. 

“T always believed in myself,” said Warner, who 
is devoutly religious. “There were no doubts that if 
I ever got the opportunity that I could be success- 


THE KURT WARNER FILE i 


POSITION Quarterback COLLEGE Northern lowa 


HEIGHT 6'2 WEIGHT 200 Ibs, | HOMETOWN Burlington, lowa 


BORN June 22,1971 ACQUIRED Free Agent, 12/97 
“| dont know if 
there's any other way 
to do it better than 
we tid it last year. 
than to be able 

to repeat this 


Upcoming yea 


CAREER STATISTICS 
G ATI-CMP PCT YDS TD INT RATING 


TS9BRAMS 
1999 RAMS 


11-4" 364" 39° 0 0 
16 499-325 65.1 4353 41 13 


AT2 
109.2 


1999 Accomplishments 


TOUCHDOWN PASSES 


(second QB in NFL history to record 40+ in a season) 


PASSING YARDS 


(second-most in th 


PASSER RATING 


(led all NFL quarterbacks by more than 14.0) 


COMPLETION PCT. 


(best percentage of any NFL OB with 100 or more attempts) 


ful. I continued to believe that through the times I 
worked in the supermarket and the times I played 
in Arena Football. I never lost sight of that,” 

However, even in this age of Hollywood 
makeovers and vintage television shows brought 
back to life for the big screen, there hasn't been a 
sequel to the Cinderella story. Warner hopes to 
change that. After bringing his improbable season 
to a fairy tale end by becoming the Most Valuable 
Player of Super Bow! XXXIV—and then of course, 
going to Disney World and on to the offseason 
award-collecting banquet circuit—Warner wants 
to replicate his "99 effort with a second champi- 
onship in Tampa Bay’s Raymond James Stadium. 

“I don't know if there’s any other way to do it 
better than we did it last year than to be able to 
repeat this upcoming year,” said Warner. “I think 
it is going to be harder this year. Obviously, we 
have a new head coach Rams offensive coordina- 
tor Mike Martz has replaced Vermeil, who retired) 
and we are going to have a tougher schedule. We 
are going to play against the better teams in the 
league. But we do return almost our entire team 
intact, so our goal is to repeat what we did last 
year. We know it won't be easy.” 

But nothing worth doing has ever come easy to 
Warner, the man who went from the supermarket 
to the Super Bowl in just six years. 


Bill Doherty is a freelance writer based in Bethlehem, PA 
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By the year 2010, a franchise will have a one-year. window to win the Super Bowl 
before it disintegrates, Is this the brave new world of the NFl—or is it the Apocalypse? 
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Good-Bye 


By Michael Bradley 


We're at the point now where NFL Properties should begin includ- 
ing insurance policies with the genuine team jerseys it sells. That 
way, the poor slob who shells out $250 for an authentic Keyshawn 
Johnson Jets’ shirt can trade in the useless, green-and-white rag and 
get the new Buccaneers’ version for half-price. Or whatever version 
is current when Mr. “Gimme-the-damn-ball” leaves yet another 
town in the aftermath of yet another contract squabble. 

The NFL has done a great job of liberating its players from the 
shackles of indentured servitude to franchises. Free agency is a good 
thing, no matter how much it hurts a team’s fortunes from year to 
year. You have it. Why shouldn’t football players? But that’s not the 
issue here. 

What’s at stake is the game’s future, and whether the world’s most 
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powerful professional sports league can somehow preserve rivalries 
and storylines that endure, instead of having to re-invent itself every 
new season. Keep this up, and by the year 2010, a franchise will have 
a one-year window to win the Super Bowl before disintegrating. 

Today’s NFL teams have a little longer than that, but not much. 
The days of the dynasty are over, gone when Dallas couldn't hold it 
together in the wake of its early-1990’s success; and when San 
Francisco’s magical, two-decade run collapsed under the weight of a 
salary total exceeded only by the net worth of the most recent 19- 
year-old Net start-up magnate. 

“The closest thing we had was Dallas,” says Green Bay GM Ron 
Wolf. “They were almost there.” 

If Wolf sounds almost wistful about the Cowboys’ recent slide, 
you can’t blame him. He understands the Dallas predicament. A 
great team, spun around a nucleus of four big stars—Emunitt Smith, 


FE 
iu 
Ee 
: 


1 MRiaaeilie 
eee 


Michael Irvin, Troy Aikman and Deion Sanders—had crumbled. 
There were many causes, not the least of which were age and injury. 
But in paying that quartet the fair market value, owner Jerry Jones 
saw many of his other players picked off by other clubs. Linebacker 
Robert Jones’ decision to play in Miami wasn’t a major contributing 
factor in and of itself. Neither was safety Brock Marion's move to 
the Fish. The same goes for cornerback Larry Brown’s run to the 
Raiders. Together, however, they made an impact. You can’t win 
football games with just four players. 

If the Cowboys are Wolfs prime example, the 49ers may be every- 
body else’s. Some might argue that 18 years of NFL dominance are 
the equivalent of several centuries of dynastic rule in China. But 
when draft day came in wine country, San Francisco was in such 
dire salary-cap straits that it wouldn’t have had enough players on 
the roster to conduct a real, live mini-camp. The thought that San 


DERAILED 
IN DALLAS 


The Cowboys had a solid nucleus binlt around four siperstars—(clockwise 
from top left) Emmitt Smith, Troy Aikman, Michael Irvin and Deion Sanders— 
hutthe price of Keeping them was the gradual loss of other key players, 
RobertJones, Brock Marion\and Larry Brown's departures didn't break the 
dynasty individually, but the net loss of the three ended a special rin for Dallas, 


Francisco could open the 2000 season with Jeff Garcia under cen- 
ter—out of choice, not injury-induced necessity—is almost too 
upsetting to consider. But that’s what is likely to happen, either this 
season or next, because SF just can’t afford Steve Young’s price tag, 
particularly if his bell will keep tolling every other game. 

Such is life in the NFL, and it’s only going to get worse. The most 
recent collective bargaining agreement allowed teams to manage 
costs (and their own inabilities to control their free-agent spending) 
better, and gave top-shelf players the right to gorge themselves on fat 
signing bonuses and long-term deals. 

What it didn’t allow for was the next tier of players, the heart and 
soul of good teams, the up-and-coming players, They may be able to 
spend a couple years with a club, but once they become big contribu- 
tors, it’s time to move on, largely because their original employers 
can’t compete with the open market. Tackle Jon Jansen was a big 
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part of Tennessee’s drive to the Super Bowl, but once the free-agent 
buzzer sounded, he was off to Philadelphia for a big raise. Sure, the 
Titans still have Steve McNair and Eddie George, but their right 
tackle spot is now a problem. 

“You don’t have time to develop players anymore,” Wolf says. 
“You draft them, and you have to play them as soon as they come in. 
With the foolishness going on and the inordinate amounts you have 
to pay to ordinary players, it’s harder to stay competitive.” 

Wolf sure knows about that. His Packers won the 97 Super Bowl 
and played in the Big Game the following season. Then came the 
defections. And the retirements. And the injuries. And the decision 
to replace head coach Mike Holmgren with Ray Rhodes, even 
though the laughter from Philadelphia over that choice had to be 
audible throughout Wisconsin. Suddenly, the Pack was watching the 
playoffs from Barca-loungers. And though things look better this 
season, Green Bay is no longer the throwback darling of the NFL, 
just another Central Division Joe trying to avoid being passed by the 
resurgent Bears, 

If something isn’t done soon, things will get worse—a lot worse. 
The NFL may shorten the free agency period to 45 days next year, 
but that won't stop the exodus. It also won't change the hard, eco- 
nomic facts. A team can’t load up with five or six gigantic contracts, 
pay everybody else peanuts and expect to win. There must be a bal- 
ance, and that is harder and harder to maintain. 

The AFC East offers us three excellent examples of the problem 
of staying good for a long time. Buffalo, which dropped four straight 
Super decisions at the beginning of the "90s, has been able to pre- 
serve its role as a perennial playoff participant by replacing its older 
stars gradually, and selectively re-signing its young standouts. Jim 
Kelly retired, and the Rob Johnson/Doug Flutie quarterback tandem 
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stepped in, Thurman Thomas’ role was lessened (and, this year, 
abandoned), and Antowain Smith got the ball. Andre Reed sagged, 
and Eric Moulds took over. Now comes the departure of Bruce 
Smith, to Washington. Will Marcellus Wiley step up? Can the losses 
of secondary stalwarts Thomas Smith and Kurt Schulz be overcome? 
If they are, then Buffalo will have crossed the bridge from one gener- 
ation to the next, and perhaps established a blueprint for other 
teams to follow. 

“You have to keep bringing younger players in,” Wolf says. 
“You're going to have a team here that can figure it out. Then, it will 
get on a roll and dominate. The league is crying for that.” 

Perhaps that team will be the Colts, who stormed to the AFC East 
title last year on the backs of its three big offensive talents, quarter- 
back Peyton Manning, rookie runner Edgerrin James and wideout 
Marvin Harrison. With all three signed to long-term contracts 
(Harrison re-upped during the spring), Indy looks like it could be a 
power for quite a while. Or will it be? The Colts still need to improve 
their defense and keep improving the offensive line. That takes 
money or some good fortune during subsequent drafts, in which they 
will not have particularly choice first-round picks—thanks to their 
recent good fortune. If Indianapolis is to thrive, it must make a few 
choice personnel moves every year to replace aging performers or 
youngsters who flee to other franchises in search of more millions. 

Then there are the Dolphins. When Jimmy Johnson joined Team 
Fish, some fans broke out the old white handkerchiefs, expecting a 
return to glory. Miami did experience some success, but even 
Johnson couldn't overcome the team’s awful salary-cap situation off 
the field, and was unable to solve its poor ground game on it. His 
retirement, coupled with legendary OB Dan Marino’s exit, leaves 
new coach Dave Wannstedt with uncertainty under center, no reli- 
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able rushing attack, and some questions 
along the offensive line. Despite much activ- 
ity during the four-year J.J. reign, the 
Dolphins are no closer to a Super Bowl than 
when he took over. In fact, with Marino's 
departure, it’s possible to argue Miami has 
taken a step backward. 

Three teams. Three different scenarios. 
No set answers. Like Wolf says, nobody has 
been able to master the situation and build a 
monster. So, perhaps the answer lies in the 
expansion world. Not that the Cleveland 
Browns are ready for a power move into the 
NFL's elite, no matter how much bombast 
owner Al Lerner spews about wanting his 
club to replicate the wild, second-year rides 
of previous expansionites Jacksonville and 
Carolina (each of which reached conference 
title games in Year Two). 

“If you ask Mr. Lerner, the expectations 
are what the last two expansion teams did,” 
Browns personnel director Dwight Clark said 
on draft day. When pressed, Clark said, “I 
may have been joking. The owner wasn't.” 

But do the Browns really want to imitate 
their most recent ancestors? Sure, the Jags 
are still a factor (some say they should have 
played in the Super Bowl last year, instead 
of Tennessee), but the Panthers have 
entered the second building phase of a short 
existence. It’s further proof that no exact 
formula exists. The Browns are loading up 
on draft picks and free agents, because of 
their favorable cap profile, but there is no 
guarantee the new additions will help them 
win. That’s the wild card in all of this. Even 
if a team manipulates the system perfectly 
from a financial standpoint, it must still 
choose the right players to put on the field. 
A few bad investments, like Carolina made 
with quarterback Kerry Collins, and the 
whole thing could collapse in a heap. 

So, where does that leave us in 2010? On 
the field, everybody will be bigger, faster, 
stronger and more conscious of how their 
performances will impact endorsements and 
extra-curricular income. The quarterback 
will likely be more mobile than ever, 
although you can forget the idea of a 
run/pass hybrid. The risk of injury is too 
great, particularly when teams are bestow- 
ing $50-million contracts upon rookies. 

Off it, there may well be an NBA-style 
reckoning. Remember when second and 
third-year pro basketball players were sign- 
ing $100-million contracts? That doesn’t 
happen anymore. It might stop in the NFL, 
too. The next round of labor talks could well 
yield a format that prevents agents from 
demanding mammoth deals for their rookie 
clients and helps veterans get some more 
cake. That would allow teams to preserve 
veteran nuclei and stay at the top (or bot- 
tom) longer. 

If that doesn’t happen, you can count on 
an annual parade of new faces in the Big 
Game, something that would make for an 
egalitarian distribution of the glory through- 
out the league but make for a boring, parity- 
induced game. 

Stay tuned, And be careful what jerseys 
you buy. Who knows who'll be playing 
where next season? 
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The Bills have done a solid job of 
introducing new talent when 

veterans move into their later years— 
Doug Flutie (above) did well in place 
of Jim Kelly, and Antowain Smith 
(below) has adequately replaced 
Thurman Thomas, 
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Tennessee's 
Jevon Kearse 
has overcome 
countless oistacies 
to hecome one of 
the NFL's brightest 
young stars. 


By Bill Doherty 


Despite routinely giving away 50 pounds to the 
condominium-sized NFL offensive tackles lined up 
directly across from him, Tennessee's Jevon 
Kearse just pushes them aside. Like he has done 
to the myriad of obstacles life has thrown into 
his path, obstacles that certainly would have 
stopped a lesser man. But not Kearse, who 
has overcome more tragedies in his young 
life than most people encounter in a lifetime. 

His father, Joseph Sr., was killed in a 
pool-hall shooting eight months before he 
was born. A half-brother, Jermaine 
“Rocky” Green, was murdered ina drive- 
by shooting five years ago, dying in the 
arms of Kearse’s mom, Lessie Mae 
Green. An uncle, 2 cousin, a grandfa- 
ther were also shot and killed. A broth- 
er, Joseph Jr., is currently serving time 
for armed robbery. He remain locked 
up in DeSoto (FL) Correctional 
Institution until March 31, 2003. 

Somehow, the bullets and the 
trouble missed Kearse. Somehow, 
against ull odds, he made it out of 
Fort Myers, FL; made it to the 
University of Florida; made it to 
the NFL; and in his first pro sea- 
son, made it to the Super Bowl. You 
can talk all you want about St. Louis 
Rams quarterback Kurt Warner's 
Wonderful World of Disney-like road to NFL 


stardom. But the Arena Football League and 
NFL Europe don’t come anywhere close to 
the minefield Kearse has managed to sur- 
vive in his first 23 years of life, 

“You control your own destiny,” 
Kearse says. “Peer pressure shouldn't 


stop you from doing what you set your mind on 
doing. I had to overcome a lot of obstacles: But I 
knew in my head what I wanted to do. 

“Growing up with a single mom, 1 didn’t want 
to be in trouble, 1 didn't want to have her leave 
work to get me out of trouble. I took it upon myself 
to study, get my education and try to make some- 
thing out of myself. Fortunately, I found football.” 

His mother, for one, is proud of him. “If you 
look at it, there being a lot of problems on both 
sides of his family, somebody's got to break the 
cycle,” said Lessie Mae Green. “I think it was 
smart of him to do the right thing. People thought 
he was going to do the other thing, but he did the 
right thing.” 

The man affectionately and appropriately 
known as “The Freak” took the NFL by storm Jast 
season. He might have been the best rookie defen- 
sive player to enter the league since Lawrence 
Taylor in 1981. Kearse led the AFC in sacks with 
141/2, forced 10 fumbles and became the first 
rookie defensive lineman in AFC history to earn 
an invitation to the Pro Bowl. He also finished a 
close second to Tampa Bay’s Warren Sapp in the 
NFL Defensive Player of the Year voting. Not bad 
for a guy who somehow lasted until the 16th pick 
in the 1999 draft. Not bad for a guy who played 
24 games last season, which is twice as many 
games as he’s ever played in a season. 

“His physical attributes, his wing span, his tall 
frame, his explosiveness, the way he can run 
down a running back or a wide receiver. I tell you, 
I haven’t seen that since the days of Lawrence 
Taylor,” said Buffalo Bills superstar Bruce Smith, 
with whom Kearse is most often compared. “He 
got my vote for being (1999) defensive player of 
the year. He had one helluva year.” 

Titans coach Jeff Fisher said comparing Kearse 
to Smith at this point is still a little unfair. “I don’t 
know that I would put Jevon in the class of Bruce 
Smith right now,” Fisher said. “I think Jevon is 
scratching the surface and has a long ways to go. 
Bruce Smith is doing a lot more things than Jevon 
is right now from a scheme standpoint and a pass 
tush standpoint. Jevon is pretty much making his 
plays based on instincts and ability and desire, 
where there is a great deal of technique associated 
with Bruce’s game.” 

While he might not be in Smith’s class yet, at 6- 
4 and 250 pounds, Kearse is indeed a freak of 
nature. He runs a 4.43 in the 40-yard dash. Kearse 
has a 40-inch vertical leap, an 86-inch wingspan 
and hands the size of first baseman’s mitts. 
Recruited as a strong safety by Steve Spurrier, 
Kearse played middle linebacker, outside line- 
backer and defensive end at Florida. 

“I remember when we worked him out in col- 
lege,” said Titans general manager Floyd Reese at 


MY THE JEVON KEARSE FILE 
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‘Univ. of Florida. 


1999 Rookie Season Stats 


TACKLES 


(not an official NFL statistic—Tennessee's total) 


(on a 14-yard fumble recovery vs. Pittsburgh) 


last January’s Super Bowl. “He was running an 
agility test. He walked by after he did the drill and 
asked how fast his time was. It was a good defensive 
back’s time. It was that fast. When I told him what 
it was, Jevon said, ‘Gee whiz, I’m a lot better than 
that.’ So next time up, he did it faster. Right then, 
you go, ‘We might have something special here.’ ” 

So why did 15 teams pass on Kearse? It turns out 
that they weren't sure he was big enough to be an 
every-down NFL defensive end. When he slipped, 
the Titans quickly pounced on him and their 
defense immediately became a whole lot better. 

“When we drafted him, we said this is what he 
can do,” Reese said. “We'll put his hand on the 
ground and let him learn to go knock the quarter- 
back down. We felt if we could get that accom- 
plished in his rookie year, we'd feel pretty good 
about it. Then, we could try to expand his role 
next year.” 

Thanks to his incredible athleticism, Kearse far 
exceeded the Titans’ first-year expectations. “Bulk 
up the Road Runner and put him in pads and let 
him go and that’s what Jevon’s like,” Tennessee 
middle linebacker Barron Wortham said. “He's 
brought another dimension to our defense, And 
it's kind of scary how much better he can be, 
because he hasn't really learned the position yet.” 

Scary indeed, because Kearse’s outside pass- 
rushing speed gave both opposing quarterbacks 
and offensive tackles plenty of Maalox moments 
last season. In the Titans’ 24-21 regular season 
win over the Rams, St. Louis right tackle Fred 
Miller was so worried about getting beat by Kearse 
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that he was charged with six false-start penalties. 

“I could tell a few times that he was rattled,” 
Kearse said, “I just kept bringing it, doing what I 
was doing.” 

Of course, the Rams were able to avenge their 
Halloween Joss to the ‘Titans by having tight end 
Roland Williams give Miller some extra blocking 
help on Kearse in Super Bowl XXXIV. “He defi- 
nitely surprised me with his speed the first time,” 
admitted Miller, who in an odd twist of fate signed 
with Tennessee as a free agent this offseason and 
is now Kearse’s teammate. “You don’t see a guy 
with Kearse’s size that has that ty pe of speed and 
quickness. He’s a truly gifted athlete, 

Kearse has a lot of confidence in his ability. He 
never doubted that he could make the transition 
from pass-rushing college linebacker to NFL down 
lineman, But even he didn’t envision the first-year 
success he enjoyed 

“Fifteen teams passed me up,” Kearse said. “I felt 
like I was one of the best people in the draft. The 
fact that I didn’t go until 16th really motivated me. 

“But coming in after playing linebacker in col- 
Jege, | thought I'd probably be coming off the 
bench this year or be a third-down rusher,” Kearse 
said. “] never expected 14!/2 sacks. | never expect- 
ed to go to the Pro Bowl. But I still have a ways to 

- Hopefully, Pll be able to keep my head on 
Straight and stay focused.” 

Most people are betting that Kearse will stay 
focused and could become a perennial Pro Bowler. 
All Kearse needs to do is two things to achieve NFL 
superstardom. First, he must put some more meat 


on his bones. He played the last 10 weeks of last 
season With a shoulder injury, an ailment that did- 
n't allow him to keep his weight up. As a result, he 
played the Super Bow at closer to 240 pounds than 
his listed weight of 250. Second, Kearse must con- 
tinue to stay as focused as he has through the many 
extraordinarily tough circumstances in his life. 
“Everything I've gone through has made me 
strong,” Kearse said. “Growing up like that, I had 
to take responsibility early, had to grow up fast. 
When I'm on the field, I tell myself that the guy 
lining up across from me could be the guy that 
shot my brother. Sometimes, I ask myself what my 
life would be like now if I'd grown up with a 
father. Maybe my younger brother would be alive. 
Maybe my older brother wouldn't be in prison. 
“Then again, if had grown up with a father, I 
may not have pushed myself to where I am right 
now. Maybe I wouldn’t need to play football 
because my mom and dad would have jobs. By not 
having a father and wanting to help my family be 
financially stable, I guess that’s motivated me to be 
the kind of person and player I am today.” 
Namely the standard by which defensive ends 
later this century most likely will be measured. 
“He’s going to be the best defensive lineman in 
the league,” said Bengals tackle Willie Anderson 
after lining up against Kearse last November. 
“He's 6-5, 250 pounds and runs a 4.4 40. Where 
does that come from? He’s already better than a lot 
of guys in the league. He’s going to be the best, I 
tell you. The best.” 


~ Bill Doherty is a freelance writer hased in Bethichem, PA 
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10 — Super 
9 — Excellent 
8 — Very Good 
7 — Good 


6 — Above Average 


5 — Average 


4 — Below Average 
3 — Poor 
2 — Very Poor 


1 — Unmentionable 


The T.0. (Talent Quotient) system is based on 
a one-to-10 scale. Teams are graded at 


each of the following position groups: 
WR/TE (Wide Receivers/Tight Ends); 


OL (Offensive Linemen); OB (Quarterbacks); 
RB (Running Backs); DL (Defensive Linemen); 
LB (Linebackers); DB (Defensive Backs); 


60.0 and over 


SP (Special Teams); F/C (Front Office/Coaching). 


Exceptionally strong and balanced, 
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a Super Bowl-quality team. 
Definite playoff contender with 
55.0 to 59.5 the talent to rach the Super Bowl. 
Solid club with playoff possibilities 
50.0 to 54.5 but ah sim Sips Bo hice 
A playoff longshot with too many 
45.0 to 49.5 holes to exis nisi. a 
A rebuilding project with 
44.5 and under middle-of-the-pack objectives 
WRATE OL OB RB DL LB DB ST F/C TOTAL 
Indianapolis 75 6.0 9.0 80 60 4.5 60 5.5 80 60.5 
Miami 6.0 6.0 4.5 55 7.5 80 60 75 6.0 57.0 
New YorkJets 4.5 5.0 6.5 7.5 50 65 6.0 6.0 6.0 53.0 
Buffalo 6.5 6.0 6.0 4.0 5.5 6.0 50 55 60 505 
New England 5.0 4.0 6.0 3.0 5.0 7.0 65 55 6.0 48.0 
WRT OL OB RB DL LB DB ST F/C TOTAL 
Tennessee 6.0; 7.0 :5.5' 8:5' 7:0 6.0: 6.5 5:57 $9.5 
Jacksonville 7:0: 6:5 7.0) 7,0: 5:0 -5:5: 6.0 535: 7.0. 55,5 
Baltimore 40 65 50 5065 75 50 40 65 50.0 
Pittsburgh 40 5.0 3.5 55 6.0 7.0 45 50 50 45.5 
Cincinnati 45 5.0 4.5 7.5 4.0 6.0 4.0 50 30 445 
Cleveland 5.5 3.0 6.0 3.5 50 60 45 3.0 45 41.0 
_ WR OL 0B RB DL LB DB ST F/C TOTAL 
Denver 7.5 7.0 4.5 85 65 7.0 5.5 50 7.5 59.0 
Seattle 45 35 55 6.0 7.0 5065 60 7.0 51.0 
Oakland 55 5.0 5.065 7.0 3.5 7.0 4.0 5.0 485 
Kansas City 9.5 4.5 5.0 4.5 5.0 65 5.0 5.0 6.0 47.0 
San Diego 5.0 3.5 3.5 3.0 5.5 6.0 6.0 5.0 55 43.0 
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DB ST F/C TOTAL 


WRITE OL OB RB OL LB 
Washington 8.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 6.0 4.0 4.5 
Dallas 7.5 65 5.5 6.5 5.0 3.5 6.0 
Philadelphia 25 5,5:-3i8: 5:5 80! 65 (60 
New York Giants 6.5 3.5 5.5 3.0 6.0 6.5 4.0 
Arizona §.5 4.5 2.5 2.5 4.0 6.5 6.0 

NFC CENTRAL 

—_ WRTE OL OB RB DL LB DB 
Tampa Bay 6.0 7.0 5.0 7.5 7.5 6.0 8.0 
Minnesota 8.5 6.5 4.0 7.0 50 5.5 5.5 
Detroit 8.5 4.0 5.0 4.5 4.0 65 55 
Green Bay 5.5 5.0 85 6.0 45 4.5 5.0 
Chicago 7.0 5.0 5.5 5.0 5.0 5.0 6.0 

NFC WEST 

—WRTE OL OB RB DL 1B DB 
St. Louis 7.5 5.0 7.0 7.5 6.5 80 6.0 
Carolina 7.0 3.5 6.0 4.0 5.5 4.5 4.0 
Atlanta 5.5 3.0 5.0 6.0 4.5 60 55 
SanFrancisco 5.5 5.5 5.0 6.0 4.5 6.0 3.5 
New Orleans 3.5 5.0 5.0 4.0 5.0 50 25 
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Youngster or 
adult...we havea ~ 
game for you! 


STRAT-O-MATIC IS 
2 GAMES IN ONE 


Coaching, individual player abilities and 
team concept are all blended into two 
electrifying creations - STRAT-O-MATIC 
ADVANCED AND SUPER ADVANCED 
FOOTBALL. BUT IF YOU PREFER A 
MUCH SIMPLER GAME WITH JUST 
PLAYER ABILITIES INVOLVED AND A 
MINIMAL AMOUNT OF STRATEGY - 
OUR BASIC VERSION IS FOR YOU. 
There is no need to purchase either 
version separately, as all game parts 
and instructions for both versions are 
included in our famous football game. 


4-3, 3-4, nickel defense, or whatever, if 
that's your bag, Strat-O-Matic is for you. 
Yes, you can actually set up these and 
countless other defenses to battle pro 
football’s varied offense formations 
including full house backfield, 4 wide 
receiver or 2 tight end alignments. 
Strat-O-Matic actually combines unbe- 
lievable coaching strategy with the amaz- 
ing talents of 1000 NFL football players 
who perform according to their actual 
abilities. Both the stars and second 
stringers from all 31 NFL teams will pass, 
run, kick and play defense for you. 

Each player's strengths and weakness- 
es are measured in STRAT-O-MATIC. 


USE OUR 
TOLL FREE NUMBER 


FOR Football Game Purchases with Visa or Master Cards 

— All orders (mail and phone) shipped within 72 hours. 
FOR List of store locations carrying Strat-O-Matic Games. 
FOR a FREE brochure on our Football Game. 


For example, If you have a quarterback 
who can't “cut the mustard deep”, but 
throws great short patterns to his backs, 
that’s precisely the way he will react in 
Strat-O-Matic. If you have that big back on 
your team who has trouble running outside 
but is a powerhouse straight ahead, that's 
the way he will be in Strat-O-Matic. 
Receivers, who have limitations going 
deep but are excellent at catching 
short and medium passes, perform the 
same way in Strat-O-Matic. Defenses also 
will react precisely the same in 
Strat-O-Matic. St. Louis, led by their fierce 
front four, will be devastating against 
both the run and the pass. 


» 800-645-3455 


Mg ASK FOR Dept 


SK FOR Dept. a> 7002 


http://www.strat-o-matic.com 
MAIL COUPON NOW 


STRAT-O-MATIC GAME CoO., INC. Dept. 7002 


Toll free number is available 8:30 A.M. - 


r 

4:30 P.M., EST, Monday - Friday (except ! 46 Railroad Plaza, Glen Head, N.Y. 11545 l 
in January) in continental United States J Send an exciting, colorful 9 x 12 Football brochure and a national listing of 
(excluding parts of New York), Puerto Rico J__ Stores carrying Strat-O-Matic at no cost or obligation to me. i 
and Canada, to order STRAT-O-MATIC 

games with Visa or Master Card. All orders J Name f 
shipped within 72 hours. If you prefer, mail in 

coupon found at right for a FREE brochure I Address q 
or call our toll number, 516-671-6566. 1 | 
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Indianapolis COLTS 


Most definitely ready for prime time 


Even if the Colts did falter in their sole playoff 
opportunity. Even if the Colts did find a way to 
put a sad ending to a remarkable regular-season 
story. Even if Indianapolis quarterback Peyton 
Manning still has nightmares about Jevon “The 
Freak” Kearse. Even if it didn't work out exactly 
the way Indy fans wanted, 1999 was still one 
hell of a year. 

Think about it. The Colts were expected to be 
improved, That much was certain. The defense 
had been fortified with key additions like Chad 
Cota and Chad Bratzke. The offense was 
improved, thanks to the maturity of Peyton 
Manning. But let’s be honest, folks. Nobody 
expected a 13-win regular season and AFC East 
title. Nobody expected the Colts to trade 
Marshall Faulk and actually get an upgrade at 
the running back position. Nobody expected a 
defensive improvement so profound that the 
Colts moved up 14 places in the total yards sur- 
rendered per game category. Nobody thought 
any of it would happen. So, when the Colts stag- 
gered out of the post-season with a loss to 
Tennessee, nobody could really be all that upset. 
It had been a one-in-a-million year, the kind of 
out-of-nowhere season that cities live for. 

“I'm so proud of this football team for the job 
they’ve done this year,” Colts’ coach Jim Mora 
said after the 19-16 loss to the eventual AFC 
champs. “Nobody expected us to do much. To 
win 13 games and an AFC division, I think it’s a 
tremendous accomplishment by our players, 
coaches and organization. I’m very proud of our 
team. We'll continue to work hard and build, 
and we'll be back. I’m confident of that. We're 
just getting started.” 

And there lies the crux of the 2000 season. 
When teams blow up quickly, like the Colts did, 
everybody exults and rides along, happy for what- 
ever success comes. After that, things change. 
The Colts will no longer be considered the NFL’s 
darlings. They will be reigning champions, with 
all the pressure that comes from previous suc- 
cess. A quick playoff exit won't be good enough. 
Fans will want more. Media members will want 
more. Players and coaches will want more. The 
2000 season will begin with plenty of hoopla and 
happiness, thanks to the ’99 excitement, but 
unless it ends in the AFC title game or beyond, it 
could be considered by some a step backward. 
Nobody will want to hear about how young the 
Colts are. They won't stop and think that 
Manning ts just in his third year. In the NFL, the 
window for success is small, and it’s wide open 
in Indianapolis. If the Colts don’t step through in 
the next couple years, it’s possible they won’t get 
another chance for quite some time. 

And the Colts do have a great chance. Look 
around the AFC. There isn’t another team that 
can be considered a prohibitive favorite. 
Tennessee? The Titans lost some key performers 
to free agency, most notably outstanding offen- 
sive tackle Jon Jansen. Jacksonville? Not after 
that belly-flop in the AFC title game. Miami? 
Forget it. Seattle? Not yet. Denver? Wait a while. 
The Colts are in great shape for a Super Bowl 
run, provided their defensive questions are 
answered, and the team learns from the late- 
game mistakes that cost it the playoff game 
against Tennessee. 

The club sure has the star power necessary to 
reach the sport’s pinnacle. Its offensive trio of 
Manning, James and wideout Marvin Harrison 
is as dangerous as there is in football. And it’s 


only going to get better. Defensive standouts like 
Bratzke, Johnson and Jeff Burris form a good 
nucleus. Mora is an outstanding coach, despite 
his previous travails in New Orleans, and you 
don’t get much better than Bill Polian. About the 
only bad thing that can be said about the Colts 
these days is that they should still be playing in 
Baltimore. But that’s a topic for another time. 

Indianapolis is primed to move ahead. It has 
the young talent and the leadership, Now, it 
must step up and prove itself ready for the big 
time. Unlike last year, it will be expected to come 
through. How well the Colts handle those 
demands will determine whether their season is 
a great success or a step backward. 


Maas wondering whether the Colts con- 
sider this a strength need look no further than 
their off-season efforts in the area. By signing 
Harrison and tight end Ken Dilger to giant con- 
tracts, Indy GM Bill Polian proved that the fran- 
chise is in good shape here, even if a few sec- 
ondary items need to be cleared up. 

Harrison was thrilled to sign a four-year deal, 
believed to be in the $24-million range, because 
it put him in the same class as Joey Galloway, for 
whom Dallas broke the bank. The return on the 
investment should be strong, since Harrison 
caught 115 passes and scored 12 times last year 
and established himself as one of the league’s top 
deep threats. Even though extended secondaries 
prohibited him from stretching the field very 
much during the season's final six weeks, 
Harrison remains a tremendous all-around pass- 
catcher, with the ability to thrive all over the field. 

Dilger got $15 million over five years, making 
him the top-paid tight end in the league. The soft- 
handed Mlinois product deserved it. He nabbed 
40 balls last season and has the potential to be a 
highly-productive target for quite some time. 

With those two around for the foreseeable 
future, Manning will be happy. But he would be 
much more content if the Colts could find a solid 
number two man. So eager was he to see who 
could step up into that role that Manning spent 
part of the spring throwing passes to the young 
Colts’ receivers. Although second-year man 
Terrence Wilkins (42 receptions) looked good 
last year, he wore down as the season pro- 
gressed. E.G, Green spent much of the year fight- 
ing injuries and made only 21 receptions; while 


Jerome Pathon has yet to show that he can trans- 


late his collegiate success to the professional 
level. 

Backing up Dilger are Marcus Pollard, a solid 
performer who caught 34 balls last year and 
scored four times; and Bradford Banta, a block- 
ing specialist and the Colts’ long snapper. 


_ Offensive Line 


ie 


The Colts are certainly in the top half of the 
league here, even if they could use some 
upgrades inside. Although tackles Tarik Glenn 
and Adam Meadows struggled with penalties 
against the Titans—Meadows’ fourth-down 
motion gaffe was particularly costly—the pair is 
getting better and should provide Manning with 
excellent perimeter protection and continue to 
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13-3, Ist in AFC East | 
1999 Team Statistics 
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Quarterback PEYTON MANNING 


§i2) Ken Dilger (6) 
=, Marvin Harrison (5) 
} Peyton Manning (3) 
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+ Terrence Wilkins (2) 


) Mike Vanderjagt (3) 


OFFENSE _DEFENSE _ 
) Bernard Whittington (7) 
5 Tarik Glenn (4) _ Larry Chester (3) 


Chad Bratzke (6) 
1t:9 Cornelius Bennett (14) 
Rob Morris (R) 
1h) Mike Peterson (2) 
Jeff Burris (7) 
yrone Poole (6) 
Edgerrin James (2) Chad Cota (6) 
Paul Shields (2) | Jason Belser (9) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Adam Meadows (4) 


Hunter Smith (2) 
JIM MORA 
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open holes for James. Glenn is a perfect man for 
the left, thanks to his size and quick feet, while 
Meadows is fine on the right. With each just in 
the league for three years, Indianapolis can count 
on continued improvement, Backing them up is 
Jamie Wilson, a fourth-year pro, and Trey Sartin, 
who is green. 

Expect to see Larry Moore in the middle 
again, and that’s a good thing. He switched over 
from guard last year and proved perfect for the 
rough stuff up the middle. He's strong and fear- 
less, and though he isn’t the quickest guy around, 
Moore is a solid pivot man. Behind him is third- 
year pro Jason Johnson and fifth-round pick 
Matt Johnson from Brigham Young, the only 
offensive player drafted by the Colts this year. 

The Colts are set at the guard spots, even if 
they do use three men for two spots. Expect to 
see Waverly Jackson taking most of the snaps on 
the right side, with Steve McKinney the main 
man on the left. But each will have to split some 
time with second-year pro Jeff Saturday, who is a 
fighter and a strong drive blocker, despite his 6-2, 
298-pound frame. 
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Running Backs 


Never play poker with Polian. That's what 
last year’s backfield shakeup proved. Any GM 
who can trade away a Pro Bowler like Marshall 
Faulk and insert a rookie into the starting lineup 
without losing anything—and perhaps upgrade 
the spot—is more than capable of handling the 
rigors of bluffing his way to a big pot. 

Sure, folks thought James was going to be 
good, but there were many who considered him 
the second-best running back in the ’99 draft, 
behind Ricky Williams. All James did was gain 
1,553 yards to become the first rookie to lead the 
NFL in rushing since Eric Dickerson did it in 
1983. James also caught 62 passes and scored 17 
times. Not bad at all. There’s no reason to think 
that it was a fluke. James flashed a rare blend of 
strength and speed and proved himself capable of 
handling all the Colts’ ground needs. They sure 
thought so. James carried the ball 369 times, and 
everybody else on the team toted it a combined 
50 times, with 35 of those totes coming by 
Manning. James has all the tools to become one 
of the great ones, provided he stays healthy. 

Of course, the Colts would like to find a back- 
up. That might be Darick Holmes, who missed 
all of '99 with a broken leg. Other candidates 
include Keith Elias and Leeland McElroy. 
Second-year man Paul Shields handles the full- 
back chores— when the Colts use one—but did- 
n’t get a carry last year. 


8.0 


Quarterbacks 


We all knew Manning would be great. We just 
didn’t think it would all come together so well in 
his second year. By the time he had finished the 
season, Manning had staked an unassailable 
claim as the NFL’s OB of the future. He complet- 
ed 62.1% of his passes for 4,135 yards, 26 touch- 
downs and 15 interceptions. He was sacked just 
14 times—a credit to his quick release as much 
as an improved offensive line—and looked like a 
veteran, rather than a sophomore. Manning 
makes all the throws, knows the offense better 
than anybody but the coaching staff (and even 
that’s up for debate, given his remarkable work 
habits), and is a rare leader, He has the potential 
to be one of the greatest of all time. Now, he’s 
proving that he’s more than just a promise. He's 
the real thing. 

The backup situation isn’t so good. The Colts 


AO w PREVIEW Sper PUBLICATIONS 


- 
z 
= 
FE 
3 
g 
= 


Running Back EDGERRIN JAMES 


let Steve Walsh go, so Kelly Holcomb and new 
signee Pete Gonzalez, late of Pittsburgh, will vie 
for the second spot. The combo has thrown one 
pass in the last 32 games. 


9.0 


This is something of a mixed bag, which Indy 
tried to upgrade through the draft. The Colts 
have a pair of standouts—Bratzke and tackle 
Ellis Johnson—and question marks at the other 
two spots. Bratzke had the kind of year the Colts 
wanted him to have—and paid him to have—by 
piling up 12 sacks and 36 quarterback hits. 
That's good production, especially when it comes 
as part of 81 tackles. Bratzke may not have 
received a Pro Bowl invitation (he was all- 


Madden), but he had a good year. Johnson, 
meanwhile, just gets better every year. He’s 
quick and strong, despite weighing 292 pounds, 
not huge for a tackle. He and Bratzke lock down 
one of the best right sides in football. 

The left side isn’t so strong. With Tony McCoy 
gone, the tackle spot goes to Larry Chester, a 
third-year man who is big (6-2, 305) but still raw, 
Bernard Whittington played the end last year, 
but he can also handle the tackle position, partic- 
ularly with free-agent acquisition Bernard Holsey 
(Giants) coming to town. The Colts may end up 
with Whittington at tackle, and Holsey on the 
outside in run situations, with Mark Thomas 
taking the end position on passing downs. 
Second-year man Brad Scioli has potential at 
end, though he’s undersized and might lose time 
to second-round pick Marcus Washington of 
Auburn, who is light and quick. Shane Bonham 
can take some snaps at the tackle spots, provided 


he can fight off the challenges of draft picks Rob 
Renes and Josh Williams, both of Michigan. 


This is not a strength for the Colts, who need 
to upgrade their starting three and depth consid- 
erably to get to the point where they can be con- 
sidered a real title contender. Even though Mike 
Barber made 103 tackles last season, third on the 
team, the Colts cut him loose, effectively turning 
the middle linebacker spot over to first-round 
draft choice Rob Morris, from Brigham Young. 
While Morris is a tackling machine who has 
added maturity, because he’s 25, he still must be 
ready to handle some heavy lifting right away. 
The Colts figure Morris can do it, but nothing is 
guaranteed. Add in the fact that outside man 
Cornelius Bennett is now in his 14th year and 
coming off a torn MCL, suffered late last year, 
and Indianapolis needs to hope everything works 
out right, 

About the only good news is the play of sec- 
ond-year man Mike Peterson, who proved to be a 
talented man on the right side. Peterson had 110 
tackles last year and was also effective on special 
teams, Expect him to be starter in the league for 
a long time. Depth is a problem, since Spencer 
Reid and Ratcliff Thomas are extremely raw. 
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Defensive Backs 


The Colts have a strong collection of starters 
and pretty good depth at these spots. Corners Jetf 
Burris and Tyrone Poole didn't exactly pick off 
everything thrown at them last year (they com- 
bined for just five picks), but they are reliable 
and capble of sticking with just about anybody. 
They're backed up by Tony Blevins and Steve 
Muhammad. Blevins had two interceptions last 
year and returned one 74 yards for a touchdown. 
Draft picks David Macklin (Penn State) and 
Rodregis Brooks (Alabama-Birmingham) will 
also provide some help, and Macklin might 
snake his way into the starting lineup before the 
end of the year. 

Cota was something of a disappointment last 


PLAYER POS HT __WT BORN __ PLAYER POS _HT__WT BORN 
Phil Armour C 6-2 298 12/9/1976 —_Trevor Insley _WR 183 12/25/1977 
Billy Austin OB 5-10 195 3/8/1975 Waverly Jackson T 310 12/19/1972 
Brad Banta TE 6-6 260 12/14/1970 Edgerrin James RB 6-1 216 8/1/1978 
Jason Belser DB 5-9 196 5/28/1970 —_ Ellis Johnson DE 6-2 292 10/30/1973 
Cornelius Bennett LB 6-3 240 8/25/1965 JasonJohnson =6s—§- «SCS sd-3_ 290 2/6/1974 
Bert Berry 1B 6-3) 250 8/15/1975 MattJohnson = G4 88D 
Tony Blevins DB 6-1 165 1/29/1975 _ Isaac Jones WR 6-1 190 = 12/7/1975 
Shane Bonham OT 6-2 286 10/18/1970 Dan Kendra RB 6-0 257 3/15/1976 
Jeff Brady LB 6-1 =243 «11/9/1968 ~—_ Joshua Keur TE 6-4 283 9/14/1976 
Chad Bratzke DE 6-5 275  S/15/1971 Danny Kight K 6-1 200 8/18/1971 
Rodregis Brooks DB 5-8 176 Shawn King DE 6-3 290 6/24/1972 
Jett Burris DB. 6-1 190 6/7/1972 Paul Lacoste 1B. 6-1 227 9/3/1974 
Larry Chester OT 6-2 305 10/17/1975 FredLane RB 5-10 205 9/6/1975 
Chad Cota OB 6-1 198 8/8/1971 David Macklin SDB 5-8 18S 
Joel Davis 6 6-5 310 4/6/1973 Peyton Manning QB 6-5 230 3/24/1976 
Ken Dilger Te 6-5 259 2/2/1971 ~~‘ Tony McCoy. DT 6-1 289 6/10/1969 
Keith Elias RB 5-9 203 2/3/1972 Steve McKinney G 6-4 302 10/15/1975 
Jim Finn RB 5-10 238 12/9/1976 + Adam Meadows T 6-5 299 1/25/1974 
Tarik Glenn T 6-5 335 5/25/1976 — Craig Miller OB 10/4/1977 
Pete Gonzalez QB 6-1 216 7/4/1974 ~—- Paul Miranda OB 5-10 184 5/2/1976 
E.G. Green WR 5-11 190 6/28/1975 ~_Larry Moore G 6-2 312 6/1/1975 
Scott Greene RB 5-10 240 6/1/1972 Rob Morris 1B 6-2 254 «1/18/1975 
Darran Hall WR 5-8 166 9/8/1975 + Steve Muhammad DB 5-10 180 10/19/1973 
Marvin Harrison WR 6-1 181 8/25/1972 Chuckie Nwokorie = DT = 6-2. 286. 7/10/1975 
Kelly Holcomb QB 6-2 212 7/9/1973 GusOrstein | QB 6-3 218 11/23/1974 
Bernard Holsey OT 6-2 285 12/10/1973 Jerome Pathon = WR 6-1 187 12/16/1975 


year, in that he had no interceptions and forced 
only one fumble. Since he has been a playmaker 
all his career, we'll write last year off as an 
abberration. Should the lack of production con- 
tinue, however, we won't be so kind next year. 
Jason Belser handles the free safety duties and is 
excellent against the run. Like Cota, however, he 
must pick up the pace in the big-play depart- 
ment. Billy Austin is a serviceable backup, and 
free agent signees Craig Miller and Scott Thomas 
could help. 


Special Teams 


The Colts have one of the league’s most 
underrated kickers in Mike Vanderjagt, who has 
made 61-of-69 field goal attempts the past two 
seasons, including an AFC-best 34-of-38 last year 
and 11-of-13 from 40 and longer. He’s a real 
keeper. The same can’t be said for second-year 
punter Hunter Smith, who averaged 42.5 yards 
per kick last year but had a lousy, 30.6-yard 
net—worst in the league. That must improve. 

Terrence Wilkins had a good debut as a return 
man, averaging 22.2 yards bringing back kicks, 
with one TD, and 9.5 yards on punts. He is small 
and could wear down, but he has good speed. 


Coaching/Front Office 


The Colts are blessed in this area. Polian, who 
is now treating his third team (the Bills and 
Panthers are the other two) to his expertise, has 
helped turn the Colts around in two seasons— 
thanks to his savvy drafting moves and free-agent 
signings. His ability to bulk up the defense last 
year was huge (and continued during the ’00 
draft); while his ability to re-sign Harrison, Dilger 
and Meadows helped make sure one of the NFL’s 
most potent offenses will keep crackling along. 

Mora got something of a bad rap in New 
Orleans, perhaps because of his periodic spats 
with the media. But the guy can coach. And he’s 
a good motivator. It helps to have great talent, 
but Mora knows what to do with it. 
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al: Ne 

2 Sept.1 

3. Sept. 17 
4 Sept.25 
5 Oct. 
‘6 Oct 8 
7 Oct. 15 
‘8 Oct 22 
$3 Oct. 29 
10 Nov.5 
11 Nov. 12 
“12 Nov.19 
13 Nov. 26 
14 Dec.3 

AS Dec. 11 


‘ rT 


OPPONENT 
at Kansas City Chiefs 


Bye Week 


~ Jacksonville Jaguars | 


at Buffalo Bills 
at New England Patriots 
at Seattle Seahawks 


_ New England Patriots 


Detroit Lions 


‘at Chicago Bears 


New York Jets 

at Green Bay Packers — 
Miami Dolphins 

at New York Jets 
Buffalo Bills 


~ at Miami Dolphins 


Minnesota Vikings 


TIME 
__ 1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


~ $00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:00pm. 


“Wide Receiver MARVIN HARRISON _ 


PLAYER 
Mike Peterson 


POS 
LB 


HT 
6-2 


WI 
229 


Chad Plummer. WR 6-3 223 
Marcus Pollard TE 6-4 257 
Tyrone Poole OB 5-8 188 
Thomas Randolph DB 5-9 185 
Rob Renes — DE 6-1 289 
Tim Ridder Gin 
Jeff Saturday. C 6-2 298 
Brad Scioli DE 6-3 277 
Paul Shields RB 6-1 238 
Eric Smedley DB 5-11 199 
Hunter Smith P 6-2 212 
Paul Snellings T 6-5 286 
Nate Stimson 1B 6-1 260 
Mark Thomas DE 6-5 265 
RatcliffThomas LB 6-1 240 
Scott Thomas DB 6-2 203 
~ Damon Troy OB 6-1 203 
Mike Vanderjagt K 6-5 210 
Marcus Washington LB 6-3 243 
Bernard Whittington DE 6-5 280 
Terrence Wilkins WR 5-8 179 
Josh Williams DE 6-3 280 
Jamie Wilson T 6-6 300 


~ 1/29/1975 


BORN 
6/17/1976 
11/30/1975 
2/8/1972 
2/3/1872 
10/5/1970 


12/17/1876 
6/8/1975. 
9/6/1976 
T3976. 
1/23/1973 
8/9/1977 
11/5/1975 
3/4/1976 

_ 5/6/1969 

_ 21974 
1/31/1975 
8/27/1976. 
3/24/1970 
1OTAGTT 
8/20/1971 
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i999 Record 
9-7, 3rd in AFC East 


1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 
A R 1 . * | rn PHISH rat 
308.6 90.8 217.8 20.4 
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Comerback SAM MADISON 


rojecited Z000 Llincup 
OFFENSE DEFENSE 
Tony Martin (11) 183 Rich Owens (6) 


” Richmond Webb (11) Tim Bowens (7) 
a Mark Dixon (3) vif Daryl Gardener (5) 
-— Tim Ruddy (7) Jason Taylor (4) 
A —i)'\:) Heath Irwin (5) 1) Derrick Rodgers (4) 
—4 James Brown (8) Zach Thomas (5) 
o U2) Hunter Goodwin (5) =: Robert Jones (9) 
0J. McDuffie (8) ‘} Patrick Surtain (3) 
— 1:3 Damon Huard (4) 14:3 Sam Madison (4) 
ia |:8 JJ. Johnson (2) Calvin Jackson (6) 
= 3:3 Rob Konrad (2) =) Brock Marion (8) 
cs SPECIAL TEAMS 


U4 Brock Marion (8) 
Nate Jacquet (4) 


4) Olindo Mare (4) 
2) Matt Turk (6) 
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DAVE WANNSTEDT 
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Miami DOLPHINS 


Can Wannstedt do what Johnson couldn’t? 


Perhaps if Jimmy Johnson had been able to find 
a Mike Lynn-style GM who was willing to trade 
what would ultimately become the nucleus of a 
championship team, he might still be running the 
show in Miami. Maybe if Dan Marino were five 
years younger, Johnson and his famous hairdo 
would still be prowling the Dolphin offices. 

Neither happened. A lot of other things that 
were supposed to take place—like the develop- 
ment of a real, NFL ground game and the manipu- 
lation of the draft for huge profit down the road— 
didn’t take place, either. Instead of turning the 
Fish into a South Beach version of the Cowboys, 
Johnson preserved the status quo. Miami was no 
closer to real Super Bowl contention when he left 
than when he took over. When the Dolphins 
absorbed the humiliating, 62-7 beating at the 
hands of Jacksonville in the playoffs’ second 
round, it was time for a change. 

So, Johnson goes. He can fish, focus on his wife 
and family, and appear on TV once a week. And 
he can take Marino with him, as painful as that 
might be for Dolphins fans and those who believe 
every American hero deserves a Hollywood-style 
ride into the sunset. Although many think that the 
collapse against Jacksonville signalled the end of 
the Johnson Era, it was really the end of the 
Marino epoch, a 17-year ride that featured tremen- 
dous statistical accomplishments but no champi- 
onships. Old Dan tried. Did he ever. But when the 
arm was willing, the defense wasn’t. When the 
defense was ready, the ground game disappeared. 
It will be tough to watch Miami play without num- 
ber 13 under center, but it’s time. Time to moye 
on. Time for new things. Life might have been bet- 
ter for Johnson, had he not been tethered to 
Marino, who probably stuck around a couple years 
too long, in the hopes that J.J. could get him to the 
Promised Land. Perhaps he would have stolen a 
top-flight quarterback from somebody else, a pass- 
er with better legs and sharper skills than Marino 
had during his last days. Maybe. 

He didn’t. He's gone. Johnson is replaced by 
Dave Wannstedt, his loyal lieutenant from their 
Cowboy days. The man who couldn't get it done 
in Chicago, despite promises every year that pros- 
perity was just around the corner. Wannstedt will 
start his time in Miami with no Marino and hardly 
the same expectations that Johnson cultivated 
when he took the Dolphin job, following the "95 
season. He does, however, find himself in the 
toughest division in football, with an offense that 
suddenly lacks a proven ground game and a 
proven passer. No matter how good the Miami 
defense is, the Dolphins need to score points, and 
that will be Wannstedt’s biggest challenge. 

So, he turns to Damon Huard, who looked pret- 
ty good in relief of Marino during the middle of 
last season, but can hardly be considered a front- 
line NFL passer. Huard follows a legend and can- 
not possibly expect to approach Marino's achieve- 
ments; unless of course, he Jeads the Dolphins to 
the NFL title. 

Wouldn’t that be rich? Don’t look for it to hap- 
pen this year, because many of the same problems 
that dogged the Dolphins during Johnson’s tenure 
are still around to give Wannstedt agita. The 
ground game remains underdeveloped. The offen- 
sive line has some shaky spots. And for all its star 
power, the Miami defense is still inconsistent and 
looking for all its parts to deliver at the same time. 
It may have been time for Johnson to get out, but 
he probably didn’t need too much convincing. 
Despite all the high hopes that accompanied each 
season, which were largely by-products of 
Johnson's track record and the collective wish that 


Marino reach the winner's circle, the Dolphins 
were never really championship contenders. 
They're not now, either, and the true test of 
Wannstedt will be whether he’s able to lift the 
franchise to a level that Johnson could not. 


Wide Receive ht Ends 


The arrival of Tony Martin was supposed to 
cure all the Miami receiving ills. It didn’t, Even 
though the speedster caught 67 passes last year, he 
scored only five times and struggled in the red 
zone. Martin is excellent on the deep patterns, but 
he isn’t the most elusive target close to the goal 
line. Of course, the Dolphins were thrilled with 
his 15.5-yards/catch average and certainly upgrad- 
ed their personnel here, but they need more, 

Their biggest specific need is for more speed. 
The Dolphins have some good intermediate guys 
but nobody who can help pull the double-teams off 
Martin. In the red zone, Oronde Gadsden (48 
receptions) is a standout, particularly on the fade. 
But he isn’t a deep threat and needs to be more 
consistent. 

Veteran O.J. McDuffie (43) struggled with 
injuries last year and is not what he once was. The 
Fish had to be happy with the fact that Yatil Green 
played eight games and caught 18 balls, especially 
since he hadn't been on the field during his ill- 
fated NFL career, but he was inactive for eight 
games and still has a long way to go before he can 
be a big-time receiver. The tight end situation is 
shaky, because the Dolphins let starter Troy 
Drayton go, largely because they figured he would- 
n't ever be 100% healthy for a full season. That 
leaves Hunter Goodwin in the position, and that 
isn’t good news. Goodwin caught a mere eight 
passes last year, and while he’s a fine blocker, he 
isn’t at all polished as a receiver. Backing him up is 
Ed Perry, another blocking specialist. 


6.0 | 


This unit shouldn’t differ too much from the 
one that struggled last season. The lone exception 
is at right guard, where former New England 
starter Heath Irwin has been imported to take the 
place of Kevin Gogan, who was not re-signed. 
Irwin will battle Kevin Donnalley, who started 10 
times last year, for the starting job--with Irwin the 
favorite, thanks to his quick feet, a favorite of new 
offensive coordinator Chan Gailey. 

Even though center Tim Ruddy has led the 
team in holding calls the past three years and is 
unspectacular, the Dolphins re-signed him over 
the off-season, rather than hand the starting job to 
promising second-year man Grey Ruegamer, who 
didn’t play during the '99 season. Expect to see 
Donnalley at the left guard spot, if he loses out to 
Irwin, Or, it could be steady Mark Dixon, who 
made 13 starts last year. 

Miami re-signed left tackle Richmond Webb 
during the off-season, even though some think his 
backup, Brent Smith, would be almost as effective 
at a considerably cheaper price. Maybe, but Webb 
is still an A-list guy, capable of protecting a OB's 
back side well. And since Huard is pretty mobile, 
he won't have to be as precise as he was when 
Marino was standing tall in the pocket. On the 
right side, James Brown remains an excellent run 
blocker and solid man against the pass. First- 
rounder Todd Wade from Mississippi is huge (6-7, 
319) and has good quickness. If his strength and 
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aggressiveness improve, he could grab a starting 
Spot next season. 
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Running Backs 


Johnson tried. He sure tried to make this area a 
Strength. But despite considerable personnel 
changes, the Dolphins remain no closer to having 
a true ground attack than they did when he took 
over. That means Wannstedt will go to war with 
second-year man J.J. Johnson as his featured back. 
Johnson gained 558 yards last year but managed 
just 3.4 yards/carry in the process. He has poten- 
‘ial, but he didn’t show much gamebreaking speed 
sast year. 

The other tailback is likely to be former Saint 
amar Smith, who saw his role diminished greatly 
ist year, after Ricky Williams’ arrival. He went 
‘om gaining 457 yards in ’98 to 205 last year, 
though he did catch 20 passes. He should be good 

for about 75-100 carries. Second-year man Autry 
Denson, who had just 28 carries last year, will 
most likely handle third-down work. Cecil Collins, 
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Wide Receiver TONY MARTIN 


valued for his potential, is gone, thanks to his trou- 
bles with the law. So is starting fullback Stanley 
Pritchett, who signed with the Eagles after catch- 
ing 43 balls last year. He'll be replaced by second- 
year man Rob Konrad, who looked good in camp 
and during the first eight games of ’99 but stum- 
bled mightily during the second half. Still, he 
caught 34 balls and has good size. The Dolphins 
must have thought a lot of him, because they did- 
n’t break the bank to try to re-sign Pritchett, If 
Konrad doesn’t show more consistency, he might 
lose his spot to fourth-round pick Deon Dyer of 
North Carolina, who is an excellent Jead blocker, 
good straight-ahead runner and capable receiver. 


| 4.5 | 


Well, here we go. For the first time since the '83 
season, Marino is not the default choice under cen- 
ter. That honor now goes to Huard, who hardly 
embarrassed himself in five starts last year but did- 
n't exactly fill the Dolphin faithful with confi- 
dence, either. Huard completed 57.9% of his pass- 


es last year for 1,288 yards and eight scores, while 
being picked off only four times. Not bad, but not 
good, either. 

Huard is a good short-range passer who aver- 
aged a mediocre 5.96 yards/attempt last year. His 
yard total was just a little better than half of 
Marino’s despite considerably more than 50% of 
his completion total. Although Huard is a mobile 
quarterback, his inexperience at finding second 
and third receivers could lead to trouble in the 
pocket. It could also lead to his taking off prema- 
turely, the better to avoid a sack. He's a good stop- 
gap quarterback for the Dolphins, but it’s unlikely 
there are too many people around the league who 
consider him capable of leading Miami to the 
Super Bowl. 

The backup situation isn’t much better. Miami 
signed Jay Fiedler and will set him against Jim 
Druckenmiller and Scott Zolak for the second- 
string role. Although Fiedler isn’t a standout, he’ll 
probably get the job. 
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Few teams in the NFL have as much talent here 
as do the Dolphins, who boast good depth, tremen- 
dous athletic ability and great potential. But there is 
something missing, and that something is consisten- 
cy. One look at Jason Taylor will tell you that. He 
might as well be chipped from marble—as strong 
and impressive as he looks—but the defensive end 
managed just 2.5 sacks last year from the right 
spot, which is supposed to be the glamor position 
on the line. Taylor has the potential to be a long- 
time Pro Bow] fixture, but he needs to step it up. 

Tackle Daryl Gardener has the same problem. 
He is mammoth and able to make some plays that 
make people wonder how somebody that mighty 
can be that agile. The next play, he might take off. 
Were he to apply himself and attack each play, he 
might be headed for Canton someday. 

Not that Gardener and Taylor aren’t good. 
They sure are. They’re a big reason the Dolphins 
were fifth in the NFL in overall defense last sea- 
son. But the Dolphins should have more than the 
39 sacks they managed last year, particularly when 
one considers the contributions of end Rich 
Owens (8.5 sacks) and pass-rush specialists Trace 
Armstrong (7.5), who had three QB traps in the 
playoff win over Seattle, and Lorenzo Bromell (S). 
Add in hefty run-stopped Tim Bowens and steady 
backup Kenny Mixon, and the Dolphins are 
stocked up front. It got even better on draft day 
with the arrival of Arkansas-Pine Bluff prodigy 
Ernest Grant, who has great potential but needs 
time. He'll get it behind this great lineup. If every- 
body goes full-tilt, Miami could be a dominant 
defensive team. 
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Here’s another area where the Dolphins are 
loaded. It starts in the middle with Zach Thomas, 
one of the most productive defenders in the league. 
He had 167 tackles last year, a whopping 117 of 
which were solo stops. That’s 17 more solos than 
the next highest combined total of any Dolphin. 
Thomas finds the ballcarrier and hits him, plain 
and simple. 

Strongside man Robert Jones continued his fine 
play last year with 100 tackles, and showed that 
the four-year, $13-million deal bestowed upon him 
by Miami was well worth it. Rounding out the 
starting contingent is Derrick Rodgers, who isn’t a 
big playmaker—although he did notch his first 
career interception in '99—but has shown the abil- 
ity to handle pass drops and coverages. What he 
needs to do from here is prove more adept at get- 
ting to the ball behind the line. 

The backup brigade is strong. Middle backer 
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WK DATE OPPONENT TIME 
1 Sept.3 Seattle Seahawks 4:15 p.m. 
2 Sept. 10 at Minnesota Vikings 1:00 p.m 
3 Sept.17 Baltimore Ravens 8:20 p.m 
4 Sept. 24 New England Patriots 1:00 p.m 
5 = Oct. 1 at Cincinnati Bengals 4:05 p.m 
6 Oct. 8 Buffalo Bills 1:00 p.m 
7 Oct.15 Bye Week 

8 Oct.23 atNew York Jets 9:00 p.m 
$ Oct.29 Green Bay Packers 1:00 p.m 
10 Nov.5 at Detroit Lions 1:00 p.m. 
11 Nov.12 at San Diego Chargers 4:05 p.m 
12 Nov.19 New York Jets 4:15 p.m. 
13 Nov.26 at Indianapolis Colts 1:00 p.m 
14 Dec.3 —_at Buffalo Bills 1:00 p.m 
15 Dec.10 Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


Indianapolis Colts 


at New England Patriots 1:00 p.m. 
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Wide Receiver ORONDE GADSDEN 


PLAYER POS 
Ben Adams G 
Curtis Alexander RB 


BORN 
12/27/1975 
6/11/1974 


Trace Armstrong DE 6-4 270 10/5/1965 

Robert Baker WR 5-11 202 3/14/1976 

John Bock C 6-3 295 2/11/1971 

Tim Bowens OT 6-4 315 2/1/1973 

OJ. Brigance LB 6-1 «236 «=. 9/29/1969 

Lorenzo Bromell DE 6-6 270 9/23/1975 

J James Brown T 6-6 325 11/30/1970 
= Terrell Buckley DB 5-10 180 6/7/1971 
= Rameel Connor DE 6-3 276 6/26/1977 
Autry Denson RB 5-10 193 12/8/1976 

= Mark Dixon G 6-4 300 11/26/1970 
[=] Kevin Donnalley G 6-5 310 6/10/1968 
/— J Todd Doxzon WR 6-1 190 3/28/1975 
yg Jim Druckenmiller QB 6-5 234 9/19/1972 
Deon Dyer RB 5-11 264 ~=— 10/2/1977 

= Brian Edwards RB 6-1 220 6/6/1976 
iy Bert Emanuel WR 5-10 176 10/28/1970 
— Jay Fiedler QB 6-2 220 12/29/1971 
Arturo Freeman 6-0 196 10/27/1976 

_ Oronde Gadsden WR 6-2 215 8/20/1971 
i) Scott Galyon LB 6-2) «245 = 3/23/1974 
ee Trent Gamble OB 5-9 186 7/24/1977 
rarer [iy Daryl Gardener DT 6-6 315 2/25/1973 
Hunter Goodwin TE 6-5 270 10/10/1972 

(JS Earnest Grant DT 6-5 297 5/17/1976 
= Yatil Green WR 6-2 205 11/25/1973 
Damian Gregory DT 6-2 305 1/21/1977 

Jermaine Haley OT 6-4 270 2/23/1973 

Tony Hamler WR 6-1 187 «8/13/1975 

Chris Hanson P 6-1 214 = 10/25/1976 
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Dwight Hollier and outside men Larry Izzo and 
OJ. Brigance can fill in well. Izzo (33 tackles) and 
Brigance (21) are particularly valuable on special 
teams. Free-agent signee Scott Gaylon is expected 
to add some additional depth. 
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Defensive Backs 


The Dolphins are in good shape here, even if 
they did lose two part-time starters from last year. 
Safety Shawn Wooden went to Chicago, and the 
Fish declined to re-sign cornerback Terrell Buckley. 
Never fear. There is still enough quality around. 

Leading the way is cornerback Sam Madison. 
Madison piled up seven interceptions last year to 
become the first Dolphin defensive back to make the 
Pro Bow] since Jake Scott in 1975. He'll again lock 
down the right corner. Opposite him is Patrick 
Surtain, who started six games last year but was 
atop the depth chart at the end of the season. Surtain 
is a good hitter and had two interceptions last sea- 
son. Jerry Wilson will most likely be the third cor- 
ner, with third-round pick Ben Kelly (Colorado) 
providing some good outside speed, although his 
lack of size would preclude much help in running 
situations. Georgia product Jeff Harris, the 
Dolphins’ seventh-round pick, will also vie for time. 

Brock Marion had 100 tackles last year and 
remains a fixture at free safety, thanks to his 
improved play. Still, his job isn’t entirely secure, 
since the Dolphins were considering replacing him 
if he didn’t come through last year. The signing of 
Seattle’s Brian Walker, who had four interceptions 
for the Dolphins in ‘98 and played in five games last 
season with the Seahawks, might mean trouble for 
Calvin Jackson, who figures to inherit the strong 
safety spot from Wooden but could be in for a fight. 
Also expected to see some time along the back line 
is solid Greg Jeffries and speedy fifth-round pick 
Arturo Freeman, from South Carolina, who needs 
to improve his tackling to make an impact. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Jeff Harris DB 5-11 178 

Tommy Hendricks LB 6-2 223 ~ =©10/23/1978 
Steve Herndon G 6-4 297 5/25/1977 
Ray Hill DB 6-1 «(195 8/7/1975 
Owight Hollier LB 6-2 242 «= 4/21/1969 
Damon Huard QB 6-3 215 7/9/1973 
Tom Hutton P 6-1 ©9193 7/8/1972 
Heath Irwin G 6-4 300 6/27/1973 
Larry Izzo LB 5-10 228 9/26/1974 
Calvin Jackson DB 5-9 195 10/28/1972 
Nate Jacquet WR 6-1 (185 9/2/1975 
Greg Jeffries DB 5-9 195 10/16/1971 
JJ. Johnson RB 6-1 230 4/20/1974 
Robert Jones LB 6-3) «245 = 9/27/1969 
Willie Jones T 6-7 375 12/17/1975 
Ben Kelly DB 5-10 191 9/15/1978 
Rob Konrad RB 6-3 255 ~=11/12/1976 
Frank Leatherwood TE 6-2 260 8/15/1977 
Sam Madison DB 5-11 185 4/23/1974 
Olindo Mare K 5-10 190 6/6/1973 
Brock Marion DB 5-11 205 6/11/1970 
Tony Martin WR 6-1 175 9/5/1965 
OJ. McDuffie WR 5-10 194 12/2/1969 
Kevin McKenzie WR 5-9 187 9/20/1975 
Kenny Mixon DE 6-4 282 5/31/1975 
Carlos Nuno TE 6-4 263 10/2/1975 
Rich O'Donnell TE 6-6 245 8/4/1976 
Adewale Ogunleye DE 6-4 253 

Rich Owens DE 6-6 275 5/22/1972 
Ed Perry TE 6-4 265 9/1/1974 
O'Lester Pope G 6-5 340 8/24/1975 
Derrick Rodgers LB. 6-1 = 230—-10/14/1971 


It’s hard to have a better season than kicker 
Olindo Mare did last year. He made 39-of-46 field 
goal tries, including all 27 from inside 40 yards, 
and earned a Pro Bowl berth. Mare’s leg may not 
be the biggest around, but he did convert tries of 
53 and 54 yards last year. He's a keeper. 

Punter Tommy Hutton was not. The Dolphins 
traded for three-time Pro Bowler Matt Turk, who 
asked to leave Washington after management was 
critical of his brother Dan, following Dan’s ba: 
field goal snap in the playoff game against Tamp. 
Bay. The Redskins couldn't have been too sorry to 
part with Turk, who fell to seventh in the NFC 
last year with a 41.4-yard average and a pedestri- 
an, 35.6-yard net. { 

The Dolphin return game is in great shape. 
Nate Jacquet averaged 12.5 yards every time he} 
brought back a punt, good for second in the league, 
And Marion tied for seventh in the NFL in kickoff 
returns with a 24.6-yard average. 
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Coaching/Front Office 


The Dolphins are putting their trust in Wann-| 
stedt, who came on last year as designated heir to} 
Johnson. Wannstedt was an excellent defensive! 
coordinator when he was in Dallas and benefitted, 
from the Cowboys’ success, He wasn't so good in 
Chicago, failing to take the Bears to the post-season. 
Now, he'll work with a more talented bunch than 
he did in the Windy City, particularly on defense. 

But he won’t be judged by how well the, 
Dolphins stop people, but how often they score, 
and whether a good successor to Marino can be 
found. Wannstedt has good credentials, but his 
track record is shaky. He must reverse that, or the 
Dolphin faithful will want to purge the franchise 
of the Johnson regime forever. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Tim Ruddy C 6-3 300 4/27/1972! 
Grey Ruegamer C 6-5 310 6/1/1976 
Twan Russell LB 6-1 «6220 §3=— 4/25/1974 
Kio Sanford WR 5-10 181 1/8/1975 
Walter Scott DE 6-3 273 5/18/1973 
Mike Sheldon T 6-4 305 6/8/1973 | 
Kyle Shipley LB 6-1 «6234 ~—« 11/19/1976" 
Kelvin Sigler DB 6-1 187 6/20/1976} 
Antoine Simpson DT 6-2 310 12/7/1976 
Brent Smith T 6-5 315 11/21/1973! 
Lamar Smith RB 5-11 225 = 11/29/1970" 
Jeff Snedegar LB 6-2 «233. ~~ 6/11/1977 
Quinton Spotwood WR 5-11 184 12/13/1977" 
Orlondo Steinhauer DB 5-10 180 6/9/1973} 
Patrick Surtain DB 5-11 190 6/19/1976 
Peter Sylvester RB 5-10 250 11/6/1976" 
Jason Taylor DE 6-6 260 9/1/1974. 
Jay Taylor K 6-1 183 10/3/1976. 
Corey Thomas WR 5-11 169 6/6/1975 
Lamar Thomas WR 6-1 170 2/12/1970 
Thurman Thomas RB 5-10 200 5/16/1966 
Zach Thomas LB 5-11 «235 9/1/1973 
Matt Turk P 6-5 235 6/16/1968 
Todd Wade T 6-8 319 10/30/1976 
Brian Walker DB 6-1 200 5/31/1972 
Richmond Webb T 6-6 315 1/11/1967 
Jerry Wilson DB 5-10 187 7/17/1973 
Joe Wong T 6-6 315 2/24/1976 
Scott Zimmerman LB 6-0) «6237 = 4/29/1977 
Scott Zolak QB 6-5 235 12/13/1967 
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‘at a touch of a button. 
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Available All Day & Night on Saturday. 


NORTHCOAST SPORTSLINE 
PLAYS OF THE WEEK 


Four plays of the week. 
Every week. . . Absolutely Free! 


LINE UPDATES, INJURY REPORTS 
Updated daily from 6 Las Vegas Casinos. 
A complete injury report every day - Weather on Sat. 
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4 D.C. 202-728-7542 502-569-1832 818-377-4537 
Seattle 206-781-5858 503-727-2624 858-496-3352 


Encino 
San Diego 


Louisville 
Portland 


Philadelphia 
Detroit 
Denver 

1 bibloaia 
Beverly Hills 
St. Louis 
Indianapolis 
Hollywood 
Oklahoma 
Orlando 
San Jose 
Baltimore 
Pittsburgh 
Milwaukee 
San Fran 


210-690-7771 
212-631-1038 
215-602-2219 
248-358-7348 
303-607-7521 
305-460-5784 
310-288-6583 
314-995-9243 
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405-945-2946 
407-245-7324 
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New Orleans 
Oakland 
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Nashville 
Boston 
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Tampa 
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Hartford 
Jacksonville 
Riverside 
Sacramento 
Ft. Laud. 


860-586-1169 
904-858-3373 
909-424-3432 
916-484-5681 
954-537-3417 


lf you do not live in one of the 52 
cities listed, you can use our 
Toll Free Comp Line 


1-800-475-8168 


If you get a busy signa! when you call 
this number, you may live in a city 
with one of our local or full service 

lines. Please check the area 
codes on this page. 


Sporthits has recently launched the largest and most comprehensivedirectory/search 
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Whether it's stock quotes, reviews of hotels, restaurants,gentlemen's clubs, 
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8-8, 4th (tied) in AFC East 


1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 
TOTAL RUSH PASS POINTS TOTAL RUSH PASS POINTS 
297.0 1226 1744 19.3 | 336.2 1064 2298 19.3 
LEAGUE RANK 
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Quarterback VINNY TESTAVERDE 
Projected 2000 Lineup 


OFFENSE 
1:1 Wayne Chrebet (6) 
» Jason Fabini (3) Jason Ferguson (4) 
Ts) Kerry Jenkins (3) {13 Anthony Pleasant (11) 
Kevin Mawae (7) «Mo Lewis (10) 
its] Randy Thomas (2) G3) Bryan Cox (10) 
“1 Ryan Young (2) -<:) Marvin Jones (8) 
113) Anthony Becht (R) HE: ) Roman Phifer (10) 
‘-) Dedric Ward (4) *: Aaron Glenn (7) 
(3) Vinny Testaverde (14) jB\4:3 Marcus Coleman (5) 
4) Curtis Martin (6) = Victor Green (8) 
3:3) Richie Anderson (8) ia) Omar Stoutmire (4) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
40] John Hall (4) uti Dwight Stone (14) 
Tom Tupa (12 \ Dedric Ward (4 
HEAD COACH 
AL GROH 


STADIUM 
GIANTS STADIUM (79,466 cap.) 


1815 Oo. 


AS wm PREVIEW Soarre PUBLICATIONS 


___ DEFENSE 
Shaun Ellis (R) 


AFC EAST New York Jets 


New York JETS 


ee Will imitation Tuna taste just as good? 


Talk about your small windows. The Jets point- 
ed toward 1999 as the Big Year, the one that 
would make Tuna Parcells the first coach ever to 
take three teams to Super Bowls, They had the bal- 
anced offense, the hungry defense and the Genius 
Coach. It was all there. 

For about two hours. 

Then, Vinny Testaverde, he of the remarkable 
98 season and the engine of the Jets’ offense, tore 
his Achilles’ tendon in the season-opener with 
New England, and all that once seemed possible 
quickly evaporated. 

The Jets sagged to 8-8, and despite showing 
some spunk late in the year, suffered yet another 
in what has become a 30-year string of disappoint- 
ments. When the season came to its close after a 
win over Seattle, no one wanted to think about the 
Jets’ late four-game winning streak. They were all 
concerned about The Future, which would most 
certainly include gigantic changes at all levels of 
the organization. 

And that’s just what happened. As New York 
heads into the 2000 season, it has a new owner 
(Woody Johnson); a new coach (Al Groh); no 
superstar receiver (Keyshawn Johnson); and a ros- 
ter that is becoming increasingly filled with young, 
promising players. If last year was expected to be a 
season of triumph, this season is most likely to be 
one of discovery. The Jets will still be good, thanks 
to a core of veterans on both sides of the ball, but 
there can be few people who expect them to be a 
real competitor in the AFC East, much less 
throughout the conference or the league. 

That may not be what Testaverde wants to 
hear, especially since he enters his 14th year and 
doesn’t exactly have the shelf life necessary to wait 
around for another rebuilding attempt. Although 
his presence means the Jets will still be relatively 
dangerous offensively—even without Johnson— 
he won’t be able to lift them into the league's rari- 
fied air by himself. 

That's not to say the Jets are without talent or 
hope. Despite the loss of Johnson, the team still 
has a fine set of linebackers, a first-rate running 
back in Curtis Martin, an emerging offensive line, 
and some talent in the defensive backfield. There 
is no scheduled descent into the nether reaches of 
the AFC, and playoff competition is absolutely a 
consideration. It's just that after last year’s giddy 
pre-season feelings, the franchise has taken a step 
backward. 

Of course, new owner Johnson isn’t looking 
toward a run of trouble. Nobody who spends $635 
million for a sports team—the largest price ever 
paid for an established club—expects to fail. And 
even though he won’t have Parcells to run the day- 
to-day operations, Johnson is confident Groh can 
handle the job. A loyal Parcells lieutenant, Groh 
has been a long-time defensive coach in the Tuna 
orbit and is expected to put together a 3-4 scheme, 
much like the one Bill Bellichick is fashioning in 
New England—and which worked so well with 
the Giants, during their glory days. 

The personality change extends beyond the 
executive offices or the sidelines. The trade of 
Johnson to Tampa Bay added two more first- 
round draft picks to the Jets’ cache, bringing the 
total to four (New York received New England’s 
top choice in return for freeing Bellichick of his 
obligations to the franchise). It set the table for a 
draft day bonanza that could help the team get 
back into the heat of conference competition pret- 
ty quickly. 

The arrivals of defensive end Shaun Ellis and 
linebacker John Abraham should provide an 
immediate boost for the Jets’ pass rush, while tight 


end Anthony Becht could start immediately. 
Quarterback Chad Pennington is viewed as the 
signal-caller of the future. The Jets even went for a 
wideout a little later in the draft (third round), 
when they selected Florida State’s Laveranues 
Coles, who is best known for his participation in 
the Peter Warrick Deparment Store Debacle, but 
has some talent nonetheless, 

So, the 2000 Jets are no longer thinking Super 
Bow]—at least not in the short run. But despite 
the changes, the team is headed forward, with 
enough talent to make this year exciting and the 
potential to get it right perhaps not too far down 
the road. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


The Jets didn’t exactly sour on Johnson, but 
rather chose not to exercise their right to pay him 
an average of $6-7 million a year, He’s definitely 
worth it, given the big contracts bestowed upon 
Joey Galloway and Marvin Harrison during the 
off-season, but the Jets don’t have the room under 
the cap—so Johnson will hope Tampa Bay's 
Shaun King can Get Him the Damn Ball this year. 

That leaves the Jets without a gamebreaking 
pass catcher. You can talk all you want about 
Wayne Chrebet’s gutty play, impressive numbers 
and storybook pedigree, but he is not Johnson. He 
did catch 48 balls last year, despite missing five 
games with a broken foot. And his 13.1-yard aver- 
age matched Johnson's. But Chrebet has been able 
to succeed primarily as a second receiver, the man 
who rarely gets double coverage. He'll be the focus 
of opposing teams’ defensive schemes this year. 
And though he'll be successful, he isn’t likely to 
make the big plays Johnson did. That's not a 
knock on Chrebet. He’s good. He's just not 
Johnson good. 

The rest of the receiving corps is shaky. Dedric 
Ward (22 catches) has good deep-ball potential, 
but he isn’t a first-string kind of guy, although he 
might have to be this year. Quinn Early and 
Dwight Stone are strictly backup types. Which 
means Coles, who has good speed, could become 
the Jets’ third receiver, despite his troubled past. 
Also in the mix is fifth-round pick Windrell Hayes 
from Southern California, who has good size (5- 
11, 205) and solid hands, but lacks speed. 

Expect Becht to take over at tight end, since the 
Jets released Eric Green after last season. The 
West Virginia product is a hard worker who 
improved greatly over his collegiate career. He 
blocks well, has decent speed for the position, but 
needs to improve his pass-catching consistency, if 
he wants to be a front-line NFL tight end. Fred 
Baxter, a career backup, will also challenge for the 
starting spot. 


4.5 
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The Jets have made considerable changes to 
this unit since the end of the ‘98 season. By the 
end of last year, two rookies were starting on the 
right side. As the 2000 season dawns, left tackle 
Jumbo Elliott will be gone. 

So, what does that leave? A pretty good group, 
that’s what. Anchoring it is sturdy Kevin Mawae, 
who was named to his first Pro Bowl last season, 
and has the size and toughness to handle the 
demands of interior warfare, Mawae, who was 
acquired from Seattle in 98, was one of Parcells’ 
best moves and should prove to be a fixture for 


years to come, 

The guard situation has picked up some since 
before last year, but the Jets are still looking for 
improvement. The good news is that second-year 
man Randy Thomas took over at right guard at the 
beginning of "99 and didn’t relinquish the spot. He 
isn’t spectacular, but he’s strong and should grow 
into a reliable starter. The left side isn’t so good. 
Kerry Jenkins, who started all 16 games last year, 
needs to improve his consistency, particularly if 
the Jets are going to have fewer sacks than last year 
(37). Backing them up are rookies J.P. Machado 
and David Loverne, and veteran Mike Gisler. 

With Elliott gone, Jason Fabini moves from the 
right side to the left, provided the torn ACL he sus- 
tained in his first-ever start at the position is com- 
pletely healed. Fabini was a stalwart at the right 
spot and is expected to handle things on the other 
side well. Second-year man Ryan Young, who 
started seven times at right tackle last year, has 
good potential but needs to improve his condition- 
ing. Siupeli Malamala and second-year man Ian 
Rafferty are capable reserves. 
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Running Back CURTIS MARTIN 


Running Backs 


Curtis Martin may not be the world’s most dan- 
gerous breakaway back, but what can you say 
about someone who keeps handling 350-400 car- 
ries a year and piling up 100-yard games. The Jets 
named Martin their MVP last year, and with good 
reason. He finished the year with a team-record 
1,464 yards, good for third in the league and had six 
games during which he topped the century mark. 
Martin also caught 45 passes, further proving his 
value to the Jets’ offense. Martin is strong and can 
handle the pounding, and is a perfect runner for 
the often brutal November/December weather con- 
ditions in the Meadowlands. Put him on the short 
list of the NFL’s top backs and leave him there. 

Fullback Richie Anderson doesn’t get the ball 
that often (16 carries in 99), but he has excellent 
blocking credentials and serves as a strong body- 
guard for Martin. He also caught 16 passes last 
year, helping the Jets foster their ball-control attack. 

The backup situation is steady but not great. 
Veteran Bernie Parmalee does everything pretty 
well and is a top-flight special teams player, while 
Jerald Sowell fills in well for Anderson. 
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Quarterbacks 


Cynics might say that Testaverde’s injury was 
predictable—or something was going to happen to 
prevent him from performing at a high level last 
year. During his rocky career, Testaverde has 
never followed a big season with another sterling 
performance, whether he was playing in Tampa, 
Cleveland or Baltimore. Last year’s Achilles tear 
prevented that from happening in New York. The 
good news is that he’s now clear of any need to 
have a market correction and can unfurl a biggie 
in 2000. The bad news is that no matter how long 
one rehabs a repaired Achilles, some mobility will 
be lost. In a guy like Testaverde, who's hardly a 
thoroughbred, that can be a factor. Another possi- 
ble obstacle is his age, Testaverde turns 37 this 
November, so he doesn’t have much time left. 
There's no reason to doubt that the 14th-year man 
has another big campaign or two left in him, but 
time is running out. If he’s sharp and healthy, the 
Jets have a great foundation for the passing game, 
which should thrive, even without Johnson. 

Before April 15, everybody thought the Jets’ OB 
of the future was Ray Lucas, who emerged last 
season as an intriguing prospect. Lucas completed 
59.2% of his throws, for 1,678 yards, 14 scores 
and only six interceptions. He showed excellent 
mobility and improved with every week. A big rea- 
son the Jets won their last four was Lucas’ 
improved play and burgeoning confidence. Sounds 
good, right? Nope. On draft day, the Jets spent the 
third of their four first-round picks on Marshall 
quarterback Chad Pennington, basically anointing 
him as Testaverde’s successor. Lucas may be the 
short-term solution, if Vinny goes down again this 
season, but Pennington will be given every oppor- 
tunity to start down the road. He’s a good choice, 
given his good arm, toughness and accuracy. Even 
though Marshall didn’t play the greatest schedule 
during Pennington’s time there, he showed plenty 
during post-season workouts and has a chance to 
be a good one, 
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This was hardly a strength last year, and that’s 
why the Jets took some steps to improve things 
through the draft. New York allowed opposing 
backs to gain 4.0 yards/carry last season, awful by 
any standards, And because the Jets managed to 
sack opposing quarterbacks just 26 times in '99, 
they riddled the New York secondary for 3,860 
passing yards. That’s amazing, considering the tal- 
ent the Jets have in the secondary. 

So, an upgrade was needed. New York started 
by drafting Tennessee's Shaun Ellis, who had 8.5 
sacks and 14 pressures last year. He could start at 
either end spot, although the left side is more like- 
ly, since New York signed Shane Burton, a free 

gent from Chicago, to handle the right position, 
which was vacated by Anthony Pleasant, although 
veteran Eric Ogbogu might have something to say 
about that. Rick Lyle and Dorian Boose, who saw 
more time toward the end of ‘99, will back up the 
left. Either way, the Jets will be improved, particu- 
larly if Ellis can find his way to the OB. 

Inside, expect Jason Ferguson to handle first 
and second downs, with Ernie Logan coming in to 
rush the passer. It’s a pretty good tandem. 
Ferguson stops the run well, while Logan is better 
at chasing down QBs. Seventh-round draft choice 
Richard Seals, from Utah, could work into the 
nose tackle rotation. 
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Linebackers 


The Jets are in good shape here, particularly 
since they added Abraham, a converted defensive 
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2000 Schedule 


OPPONENT 
at Green Bay Packers 
‘New England Patriots 


TIME 
4:15 pi. 
9:00 p.m. 


} Buffalo Bills ee 1:00 p.m. 
Sept.24 atTampa Bay Buccaneers 4:15 p.m. 
Oct.1 Bye Week 

“Oct. 8 Pittsburgh Steelers. = 1:00_p.m.. 
Oct.15  atNewEngland Patriots 4:05 p.m. 
Oct.23 Miami Dolphins 9:00 p.m. 
Oct.29 at Buffalo Bills 1:00 p.m. 
Nov.5 Denver Broncos 4:15 p.m. 
Nov.12 at Indianapolis Colts 8:20 p.m. 
Nov.19 at Miami Dolphins 4:15 p.m.” 
Nov.26 Chicago Bears 1:00 p.m. 
Dec.3 IndianapolisColts = 4:15 p.m. 
Dec.10 at Oakland Raiders 8:20 p.m. 

Detroit Lions 1:00 p.m. 


at Baltimore Ravens 1:00 p.m. 
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Wide Receiver WAYNE CHREBET 


PLAYER 
John Abraham 


POS 
LB 


HT BORN 


5/6/1978 


~TB/S72. 
“11/2/1963 
3/21/1917 


‘Aaron Glenn 
Dwayne Gordon 
‘Eric Granger 


50 m PREVIEW Spee PUBLICATIONS 


Richie Anderson == RB 6-2. 230 S/13/1971 
Fred Baxter TE 6-3 265 6/14/1971 
Anthony Becht — TE 6-5 267 8/8/1977 
Dorian Boose DE 6-5 292 1/29/1974 
J dae Mark Bristol T 6-6 300 1/2/1978 
dam stiane Burton DT 6-6 305 1/18/1974 
kJ antiony Byrd T 6-5 295 8/12/1977 
Wayne Chrebet. WR 5-10 188 8/14/1973 
fey Fred Coleman WR GS-1 188 1/31/1975. 
S ‘Marcus Coleman =» DB 6-2 210 5/24/1974 
—e Laveranues Coles WR 5-11 188. 12/29/1977 
Bryan Cox LB 6-4 «250 2/17/1968 
HR Buddy Crutchfield = OB 6-1 196 3/7/1976 
(-T} Casey Dailey LB 6-3) «249 ~—G/11/1975 
ie Quinn Early WR 6-1 190 4/13/1965 
Shaun Ellis DE 6-5 280 6/24/1977 
jem Jason Fabini — 7 67312 8/25/1974 
Ly Matt Farmer WR 6-0 190 — 6/2/1977 
=z Robert Farmer RB 5-11 217 3/4/1974 
parfiy James Farrior LB 6-2) 244 ~—/6/1975. 
JasonFerguson == DT 6-3 305 —-11/28/1974 
JF Scott Frost DB 6-3 219 1/4/1975. 
— 4) Brian cit DE 6-3 282 10/14/1977. 
Mike Gisler 6-4 300 8/26/1969 


end, in the first round. New York isn’t blessed 
with much youth in its four LB positions, making 
the addition of Abraham even more important— 
but there is plenty of quality there. 

Leading the way is outside man Mo Lewis, who 
was healthy in ’99 and responded with a big year. 
Quick and strong, Lewis had 89 tackles and 5,5 
sacks last year. If Abraham, who had 23.5 sacks 
during his South Carolina career, doesn’t win the 
other outside job, expect veteran Roman Phifer, 
who was solid last year, to battle James Farrior for 
the starting spot. Farrior has been inconsistent, 
particularly against the run, but he can get to the 
passer and is good in coverage. 

Inside, the Jets have three solid performers. 
Marvin Jones returned from '98 knee surgery and 
was excellent, registering 92 tackles. He'll most 
likely team with Bryan Cox, who missed the last 
four games of ’99, due to an abdominal muscle 
injury. Cox was being held out of extended action 
even before the injury, in an effort by Parcells to 
preserve him. That allowed steady Dwayne 
Gordon to get more work. Gordon, who is also a 
special teams ace, responded with some big games, 
including an 11-tackle effort against Miami. 
Second-year man Casey Dailey also figures to see 
some time inside. 


P_ RATING RES 
Defensive Backs 


Like we said earlier, don’t blame the secondary 
entirely for the Jets’ poor record against the pass. 
Had the front seven generated better push up 
front, opposing quarterbacks wouldn’t have had 
the time necessary to pick the Jets apart. There is 
talent back there, starting with cornerbacks Aaron 
Glenn and Marcus Coleman. 

Coleman started the last nine games of ’99 and 
finished the year with a career-high six intercep- 
tions and 20 passes defended. He took Ray 
Mickens’ job and may never give it back. Glenn 
made it back to the Pro Bowl, thanks to a three- 
interception effort. With corners like these, the 
Jets can feel quite secure about blitzing. And with 
Mickens in reserve, the picture gets even brighter. 
If sixth-round pick Tony Scott (North Carolina 
State) makes an impact, it will be a bonus. 

The safety situation is in pretty good shape, too, 


2000 team Koster. 
POS HT WT 
DB 5-11 210 


PLAYER 
Victor Green 


BORN 
12/8/1969 


Victor Green is a standout who made 121 tackles 
and picked off five passes last year. He’s a fixture 
at the strong safety spot, and is backed up by Chris 
Hayes, a special teams expert who has a bright 
future. Omar Stoutmire is steady at the free posi- 
tion, even though he isn’t that fast. The Jets decid- 
ed to release veteran Steve Atwater when they 
saw Stoutmire handle the spot fairly well after 
signing before the fifth game of the ’99 season. But 
don’t expect Stoutmire to be handed the starting 
job. Kevin Williams, who nearly died last year due 
to a throat infection, is back and ready to compete. 
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Special Teams 


Punter Tom Tupa had the league’s fourth-best 
average (45.2 yards) and third-best net (38.2) in 
*99. He put 25 of 81 kicks inside opponents’ 20- 
yard lines and had a mere seven touchbacks. They 
don’t get much better. 

John Hall had a mixed 99. He made 27-of-33 
field goals, but was only 7-of-12 from 40-49 yards 
out, and didn’t try any from 50-plus. Known for his 
big leg, Hall needs to get the boom back in the limb. 
Glenn (22.3 yards) and Dwight Stone (24.6) are 
good kick returners, but Ward's 7.6-yard average 
bringing back punts could stand to be upgraded. 


| ____RATING FCO 
Coaching/Front Office 


The Jets should get an incomplete for this one, 
With the Jets’ future at stake and four first round 
picks in the bank, Parcells technically oversaw the 
draft, then said he would stay as general manager 
through the 2000 season. How hard he will work 
and how much impact his looking over Groh’s 
shoulder will have is hard to assess. It makes for a 
team in transition. 

Meanwhile, Groh will try to translate his repu- 
tation as a thorough, energetic defensive coach to 
the boss man’s spot. You can bet he'll bring an 
intensity to the position, and will tolerate few mis- 
takes, but whether the players will respect him 
like they did Parcells is another thing. 


6.0 


PLAYER 
Eric Ogbogu 


POS 
DE 


HT 
6-4 


WI 
285 


BORN 
7/18/1975 


JohnHal = KK G3 228 B/IT/974 Bernie Parmalee = RB 5-11 210 S/16/1967 
Bobby Hamilton — DE 6-5 280 1/7/1971 Chad Pennington QB 6-3 229 6/26/1976 
‘Chris Hayes. DB 6-1 206 5/7/1972 CoreyPeterson = WR 6-2 195 6/15/1977 
Windrel! Hayes WR 5-11 204 12/14/1976 —_ Rowan Phifer (Be 6-2 248 = 3/5/1968 
John Hudson = GS G-2 270 1/29/1968 Jeff Pilon T 6-6 300 3/21/1976 
_ Kerry Jenkins T 6-5 305 9/6/1973 Anthony Pleasant DE 6-5 280 1/27/1968 
_ Leon Johnson RB 6-1 218 = 7/13/1974 __ lan Rafferty 6 6-5 300 9/2/1976 
MarvinJones == LBs 6-2 250 6/28/1972 Vaughn Sanders RB 5-11 210 = 3/19/1977 
JimKubiak = QB 6-2 211 —-5/12/1972 Tony Scott OB 5-10 193 10/3/1976 
Courtney Ledyard LB 6-2 250 3/9/1977 __ Richard Seals OT 6-3 316 3/18/1976 
Delphfrinelee == DB 5-10 187 T1/19/1976 Keith Short 0 6-2 285 4/IS/N977 
Mo Lewis LB 6-3 258 10/21/1969 _Otis Smith DB 5-11 195 10/22/1965 
Ernie Logan DE 6-3 290 5/18/1968 Jerald Sowell RB 6-1 245 1/21/1974 
Greg Lotysz_ T 6-6 318 4/9/1974 _ Blake Spence Te 6-4 249 6/20/1975 
Davidloverne = GS B-3- 298 5/22/1976 Dwight Stone RB 6-1 195 1/28/1964 
Ray Lucas QB 6-3 214 8/6/1972 Omar Stoutmire OB 5-11 198 1/9/1974 
Rick Lyle DE 6-5 290 2/26/1971 DaxStrohmeyer = LB G4 210 1/31/1977 
J.P.Machado G 6-4 300 V/6/1976 J.J. Syvrud LB 6-3) 255 S/NO/1977 
Siupeli Malamala T 6-5 305 1/15/1969 Vinny Testaverde = OB 6-5 235—«(11/13/1963 
Curtis Martin RB 5-11 210 = S/1/1973__—Randy Thomas 6 6-4 301 1/19/1976 
Kevin Mawae G64 305 1/23/1971 Tom Tupa K-08 6-4 225 2/6/1986, 
Jon Michals DE 6-4 274 6/29/1977  DedricWard = WR 5-9 184 9/29/1974 
Ray Mickens — DB 5-8 184 1/4/1973 Jermaine Wiggins = TE «6-2 255 1/18/1975. 
Jake Moreland ‘TE 6-3 227 1/18/1977_——sKevinL. Williams = DB. 6-1 190 8/4/1975 
Kelvin Moses 1B 6-0 234 9/3/1976 Jason Wiltz OT 6-4 300 11/23/1976 
BrentNaccara 1B 6-4 245 Ryan Young T 6-5 320 6/28/1976 
Dennis 0’ OT 6-3 285 1/28/1976 2 
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1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


TOTAI POINTS TOTAL A DI 


333.3/0127.5 205.8 20.0 || 252.8 85.6 167.2 14.3 


RUSH 


1 8  20(T) ‘16 1 4 1 2 


BRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 


Quarterback ROB JOHNSON 


Projected 2000 Lineup 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
41:} Eric Moulds (5) TS) Phil Hansen (10) 


189 John Fina (9) Ted Washington (10) 
Ruben Brown (7) 13] Marcellus Wiley (4) 
Jerry Ostroski (7) ‘3 Keith Newman (2) 

tS) Jamie Nails (4) 3 Sam Cowart (3) 

:18 Robert Hicks (3) John Holocek (3) 


3) Jay Riemersma (4) 
‘1:4 Peerless Price (2) 
9 Rob Johnson (6) 

i: Antowain Smith (5) Henry Jones (10) 
3:3 Jonathan Linton (3) ‘a Daryl Porter (4) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Steve Christie (11) Ut:8 Kevin Williams (8) 
aa Chris Mohr (11) 


Kevin Williams (8 
HEAD COACH 
WADE PHILLIPS 


STADIUM 
RALPH WILSON STADIUM (75,339 cap.) 


, a) 50.5 


EVIEW Spare PUBLICATIONS 


3 Sam Rogers (7) 
3:3 Antoine Winfield (2) 
4:3 Ken Irvin (6) 


AFC EAST Buffalo Bills 


Buifalo BILLS 


When in doubt, reinvent yourself 


It is almost complete... and it is remarkable, 
really. If the Buffalo Bills somehow find their way 
into the playoffs again this vear, after parting with 
eight free agents—including franchise corner- 
stones Bruce Smith, Thurman Thomas and Andre 
Reed—then they will have completed a near-total 
turnover of the team that made four ill-fated Super 
Bowl trips last decade. And they will have done it 
without a trip into the NFL’s nether regions. Quite 
an accomplishment, indeed. 

Parting with Smith, Thomas and Reed couldn't 
have been easy. They were the mainstays of the 
Bills during their glory years—or at least their 
near-glory years. Smith and Thomas will no doubt 
enter the Hall of Fame in Buffalo red-and-blue; 
and should Reed make it, he will do the same. But 
time marches on, and NFL teams today which 
hold on too tightly to their aging players—no mat- 
ter how great the nostalgic value might be—get 
trampled in the rush of up-and-coming teams. 
Though the Bills have lost much of their marquee 
appeal throughout the rest of the league, they have 
taken another dramatic step toward reinventing 
their team, while still keeping it a contender. 

Now comes the test. Yes, Smith could be a Pro 
Bowl-caliber player again this year in Washington, 
and he would have helped the Bills’ defense con- 
siderably. But at what price? Thomas is still pro- 
ductive, particularly on third downs, but he was 


just the fourth-leading rusher on the team last year 


(152 yards). Reed is no longer a marquee player. It 
was time to cut the cord. 

Sure, there was some collateral damage in the 
Bills’ salary cap purge. Their secondary was hit 
hard by the departures of safety Kurt Schulz and 
cornerback Thomas Smith. Center/guard Dusty 
Zeigler must be replaced. But every team loses 
players each year, How well clubs respond deter- 
mines whether they'll continue to thrive. 

And it looks like Buffalo is in good shape. 
Thomas is out, but the backfield tandem of half- 
back Antowain Smith and Jonathan Linton helped 
the Bills finish eighth in the NFL in rushing last 
year. Reed is gone, but second-year man Peerless 
Price looked good at the end of last season and 
caught five passes in the playoff loss to Tennessee. 
Smith, of course, won’t be so easily replaced. The 
Bills hope young Marcellus Wiley, who looked 
good in bursts last year, and rookie Erik Flowers 
(Arizona State) will step in and develop into 
strong forces. 

Even without all the big names, Buffalo is still a 
formidable football team. And it would have been 
interesting to see what would have happened for 
the Bills, had Tennessee not stunned them with 
the dramatic kick return in the first-round playoff 
thriller. Would the Bills have beaten Indianapolis? 
Who knows? But Buffalo did paste the Colts, 31-6, 
in the regular-season finale, 

That's old news, not worth worrying about. 
Buffalo has to concentrate on the 2000 season and 
making sure it can remain among the post-season 
contenders. 

A lot of whether that happens will depend on if 
the team’s quarterback situation is ironed out. 
Coach Wade Phillips didn’t make too many friends 
by benching popular Doug Flutie for the playoff 
game against the Titans, replacing him with Rob 


Johnson, the man for whom Flutie took over in 


98. 

Expect Johnson to enter the year as number 
one under center. Although Phillips did create 
something of a stir during league meetings by 
telling the press that he thinks Flutie is a valuable 
member of the team, and how he looks forward to 
using Flutie’s “unique talents.” Is that a quarter- 


back controversy we smell? Stay tuned. As for the 
rest of the team, it is wise to keep watching, as 
well. Buffalo is trying something that few teams 
have been able to do—change the cast and still 
keep churning out hit shows. The transition is 
almost complete, and it looks as if the Bills might 
just do it. By the end of next season, Buffalo may 
be looked at as one of the AFC’s up-and-comers. 
Or, it could be headed for a serious downturn. We 
believe the former is going to happen. If it does, it 
would be quite an accomplishment. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


Even though Reed had some amazing seasons 
in Buffalo, the decision not to re-sign him won't 
really impact the Bills’ offense too much. Even 
though he caught 52 passes last year—second on 
the team—he scored just once and averaged a mea- 
ger 10.3 yards per reception. He will not be missed 
all that much, especially since Eric Moulds is still 
around. Moulds averaged 15.3 yards on 65 catches 
last year and scored seven times. He remains a 
world-class deep threat, even in a division with 
plenty of talent at the position. 

Expect Price to battle Kevin Williams for the 
second starting position. Price caught 13 balls in 
the last six regular-season games and had the 
aforementioned big game against Tennessee in the 
playoffs. He struggled somewhat to learn the 
Buffalo offense, but has a big upside. Williams (31 
catches, 0 TD) is a serviceable third receiver and 
adds value as a return man. Rounding out the 
receiving corps are draft choices Avion Black, of 
Tennessee State, and Drew Haddad (Buffalo)— 
neither of whom comes to town with glittering 
credentials. 

The tight end spot is set with Jay Reimersma, 
who was re-signed during the off-season, after 
many thought the Bills would cut him loose. 
Riemersma caught 37 passes and scored four times 
last year. He has a bright future ahead of him, par- 
ticularly if he becomes a more imposing blocker. 
Backing him up is second-year man Bobby Collins, 
who caught only nine passes last year but scored 
twice. He’s good in the passing game but must 
improve as a blocker. Second-year man Sheldon 
Jackson didn’t contribute much last year, but the 
Bills think he has potential. 


ATING 6.5 | 


Zeigler may be gone, but the Bills took steps to 
make sure their line would stay solid. The biggest 
move was re-signing four-time Pro Bow] left guard 
Ruben Brown to a seven-year extension, Brown 
had been negotiating with Miami, Cleveland and 
Detroit, but hurt his cause with a $5-million/year 
asking price. In addition to re-upping Brown, the 
Bills extended left tackle John Fina’s contract 
through 2006, a restructuring that helped pave the 
way for Brown’s signing. And a move that effec- 
tively secured the left side of the line for seven 
more seasons. Fina is athletic and capable of danc- 
ing well with speed rushers, but he isn’t an over- 
powering run blocker, Still, he and Brown form a 
good tandem. 

Expect Jerry Ostroski to stay in the middle, 
where he moved last year from his previous spot 
at right tackle. He has the proper mentality, squat 
frame and nasty streak to play the pivot. He 
switched spots because of third-year man Robert 
Hicks’ development at right tackle. Hicks is a 
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mammoth (6-7, 338) presence who could be a 
dominant player in a year or two. The only ques- 
tion is at right guard, where Joe Panos hopes to 
come back from neck fusion surgery he underwent 
last year. If he’s okay, then the Bills are in fine 
shape, because fourth-year man Jamie Nails is a 
great backup. If Panos can’t go, then Nails gets the 
nod. That's not the worst thing, because he has 
been improving every year since joining the club. 
Expect T. Marcus Spriggs to provide backup help 
at both tackle spots. 
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BRUCE L. SCHWAATINAN 


Pasi Awe 


Wide Receiver ERIC MOULDS 


Running Backs 


In Linton and Smith, the Bills have a pair of 
strong backs. But it will be interesting to see how 
well they fare this season if Buffalo is forced by 
cap constraints to cut fullback Sam Gash, an excel- 
lent blocker and capable receiver. Linton, a third- 
year back from North Carolina, emerged last year 
as the Bills’ main man, gaining a team high 695 
yards. But, like Smith, he lacks breakaway speed, 
thanks to his 240-pound carriage. If Gash is gone, 
look for Linton and Smith (614 yards) in the same 
backfield, with Linton getting plenty of work. 

If Gash is back, the Bills have a huge plus, 


because he is a two-time Pro Bowler, entirely due 
to his blocking, If not, the fullback spot could 
belong to second-year pro Shawn Bryson, who is 
powerful and mean. Also expected to get a chance 
at some time in the backfield is fifth-round pick 
Sammy Morris, from Texas Tech, who has the 
power and tackle-breaking ability to handle some 
fullback work, but the size and hands to play half- 
back. He’s truly a perfect fit for the Bills’ power 
running game. 


| __RRATING EXO 
Quarterhacks 


It’s hard to tell why Phillips turned to Johnson, 
particularly when Flutie led the Bills to 11 wins 
last year. Perhaps it was because of Flutie’s 19/16 
TD/interception ratio, Or, it could have been his 
pedestrian, 75.1 QB rating. Maybe Phillips was 
tired of watching Flutie run so much. After all, the 
passer did finish third on the team (and 20th in 
the conference) with 476 yards. More than likely, 
it was a combination of all three factors, plus the 
fact that Flutie turns 38 this year and might not fit 
into the team’s youth movement as well as 
Johnson (whom the Bills figured to be a fixture at 
the position, when they acquired him prior to the 
98 season). 

Johnson will start the summer at quarterback, 
but don’t think for a minute that he’ll play every 
minute of every game. Flutie will get some time, 
perhaps to pull out a win in the waning moments, 
or to revitalize the offense in the second or third 
quarter of a lackluster performance, Johnson may 
not like that, but it’s how it will be. Of course, 
Johnson can end all the trouble by grabbing the job 
by the throat and flashing the skills that made 
everybody so excited about him in the first place. 
An excellent pocket passer with a good arm, 
Johnson could be a big-time NFL quarterback. He 
has to prove he can be that now, rather than wor- 
rying about Flutie, who likely has only a year or 
two left in the league. Alex Van Pelt is the emer- 
gency quarterback. 
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There is no way to make the loss of Smith 
sound like a positive thing, even if the Bills 
rebound down the road. It’s likely that he'll go to 
Washington and have a couple of big-time seasons, 
making many Bills fans sorry that he left. Then 
again, at 37, it’s also possible that Smith doesn’t 
have so much fuel left in the tank, a theory backed 
up by his sub-par total of seven sacks last year. 

No matter how you look at it, Smith’s gone, and 
it’s time for Marcellus Wiley, who has shown 
flashes of talent during his three years with the 
club, to take over. It will be interesting to see if he 
can do it every play. If he can’t, look out for 
Flowers, who is undersized (245 pounds), but has 
great speed and the ability to make plays and get to 
the passer. Although he might be better suited for 
outside linebacker—and could end up there quick- 
ly—Flowers will get a look at end. 

The Bills want to see something different when 
they look at nose tackle Ted Washington—less 
belly. His contract was restructured in the off-sea- 
son, and Buffalo officials let him know they want- 
ed to see him restructure his body, too. 
Washington is excellent, but if he continues to 
carry too much weight, he might lose his spot to 
Pat Williams, who was re-signed this off-season 
and lo like a big playmaker against the run. 
Shawn Price, who can play either end or tackle, 
might get some snaps in the middle, too; while Leif 
Larson, a sixth-round pick from UTEP, will try to 
get some playing time as well. 

Veteran Phil Hansen is back at the other end 
spot. He had six sacks last year and remains a 
steady performer against the run. Hansen came 
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2000 Schedule 


OPPONENT TIME 


1 Tennessee Titans 8:20 p.m. 
2 2 Green Bay Packers 1:00 p.m. 
3 Sept. 17 at New York Jets 1:00 p.m. 
4 Sept.24 Bye Week 

5 = Oct.1 Indianapolis Colts 1:00 p.m. 
6 Oct.8 at Miami Dolphins 1:00 p.m. 
7 ~=Oct.15 San Diego Chargers 1:00 p.m. 
8 Oct.22 at Minnesota Vikings 1:00 p.m. 
§ Oct.29 New York Jets 1:00 p.m. 
10 Nov.5 — at New England Patriots 1:00 p.m. 
11 Nov.12 Chicago Bears 1:00 p.m. 
12 Nov.19 at Kansas City Chiefs 1:00 p.m. 
13° Nov.26 atTampaBay Buccaneers 1:00 p.m. 
14 Dec.3 ‘Miami Dolphins 1:00 p.m. 
15 at Indianapolis Colts 9:00 p.m. 
16 New England Patriots 1:00 p.m. 
17 8:20 p.m. 


at Seattle Seahawks 


Running Back ANTOWAIN SMITH 


PLAYER POS 
Askari Adams DB 


WT 
190 


BORN 
5/22/1976 


Ethan Albright G 6-5 278 5/1/1971 

Victor Allotey 6 6-3 325 4/8/1975 

Avion Black WR 5-11 181 © 4/24/1977 

Ruben Brown G 6-3 304 2/13/1972 

w Shawn Bryson RB 6-1 235 11/30/1976 
pe David Byrd DB 5-11 193 11/15/1977 
fe Jon Carman T 6-8 335 1/14/1976 
| ~ — fe Keion Carpenter DB 5-11 205 10/31/1977 
=) Kwame Cavil WR 6-2 205 5/3/1979 
P—e Mike Cawley QB 6-1 205 8/28/1972 
[-\- fae steve Christie K 6-1 190 11/13/1967 
_ Dustin Cohen LB 6-3 «236 = 12/22/1976 
= Bobby Collins TE 6-4 249 8/20/1976 
6a Bill Conaty C 6-2 300 3/8/1973 
Jason Corle RB 5-11 204 =11/13/1977 

— Sam Cowart LB 6-2) 245 = 2/26/1975 
H Philip Crosby RB 6-1 243—«*11/11/1976 
Ste Joe Cummings LB 6-2 242 6/8/1974 
pr) Reggie Durden DB 5-9 175 11/22/1976 
John Fina T 6-4 300 3/11/1969 

[a=] Bryce Fisher DT 6-2 251 5/12/1977 
= Erik Flowers DE 6-4 248 3/1/1978 
Doug Flutie QB 5-10 178 10/23/1962 

Jay Foreman LB 6-1 «240 )=—-:12/18/1976 

Lennox Gordon RB 6-1 201 4/3/1978 

Donovan Greer 178 = 9/11/1974 
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back successfully last year from knee surgery and 
should be a fixture again in ’00. 


ATING 5.5 | 


This was one area left unscathed in the free 
agent parade, and that’s a good thing, since Buffalo 
is pretty well set here, although depth is a concern. 
Inside, John Holocek and Sam Cowart are both 
excellent. Cowart has the quickness to make plays; 
while Holocek is steady and handles the rough 
stuff quite well inside. There isn’t a lot of depth, 
however, since Marlo Perry and Joe Cummings 
are just average. 

Sam Rogers is a fixture at the left outside line- 
backer. He’s excellent against the run, thanks to 
his ability to play over the tight end. He can also 
cover quite well. The other outside spot isn’t so 
settled. That’s why the Bills drafted two players 
who will compete for the starting position, and 
there’s always the chance Flowers may drop back 
to that position. The favorite among the newcom- 
ers is Virginia Tech’s Corey Moore, who proved to 
be a havoc-creator as an end for the Hokies. He 
has great speed and athletic ability and is also a 
great special teams player. Arizona product 
Deshon Polk is also a quick one, but he is light. 
They'll try to overcome Keith Newman, who is 
athletic but played only three games last year. 
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Defensive Backs 


The Bills sustained some losses here, but the 
unit should be strong, provided a sturdy free safety 
can be found to replace Schulz, who signed with 
Detroit. The leading candidates are young special 
teams performers Keion Carpenter and Daryl 
Porter; and second-round draft pick Travares 
Tillman, of Georgia Tech, who may be better suit- 
ed for strong safety, but will get every chance to 
prove he can handle centerfield. The big question 
with him is his speed. Can he cover slot receivers? 

Strong safety Henry Jones is back and should 
be his versatile self again. He’s a good mun stuffer 
and capable in coverage. Carpenter and Tillman 
will back him up, provided neither is a starter at 
the free spot. 


ZUUU team Roster 


PLAYER POS HT =6WT BORN 
Ivan Gustafson TE 6-2 222 11/5/1976 
Drew Haddad WR 5-11 184 8/15/1978 
Phil Hansen DE 6-5 278 5/20/1968 
Robert Hicks T 6-7 338 11/17/1974 
Jay Hill DB 6-0 185 3/16/1975 
Raion Hill OB 6-1 200 3/2/1976 
John Holecek LB 6-2 242 5/7/1972 
Corey Hulsey G 6-5 367 7/26/1977 
Ken Irvin OB 5-10 186 7/11/1972 
Courtney Jackson DB 6-1 190 

Sheldon Jackson TE 6-3 250 7/24/1976 
John Jennings TE 6-4 243 W/21975 
Rob Johnson QB 6-4 212 3/18/1973 
Corey Jones WR 5-10 170 1/22/1977 
Fred Jones LB 6-2 246 ~=©10/18/1977 
Henry Jones DB 6-1 197 12/29/1967 
Keith Kelsey LB 6-1 «254 = 7/10/1976 
Leif Larsen OT 6-4 300 4/3/1975 
Jonathan Linton RB 6-1 238 ~—«*11/7/1974 
Emanuel Martin DB 5-10 190 7/31/1969 
Jeremy McDaniel WR 6-1 197 5/2/1976 
Chris Mohr P 6-5 215 5/11/1966 
Corey Moore LB 5-11 «213 =—.3/20/1977 
Sammy Morris RB 6-0 228 3/23/1977 
Eric Moulds WR 6-1 «204 = 7/17/1973 
Jamie Nails T 6-6 354 3/3/1975 
Keith Newman LB 6-2, 243 ~——«*1/19/1977 


The cornerback positions need to be more pro- 
ductive, period. Buffalo picked off only 12 passes last 
year, and Smith’s departure won’t help that much. 
Look for second-year man Antoine Winfield, who 
filled in last year when Ken Irvin was out with a 
torn ankle ligament and proved to be a strong special 
teams player, as well. Winfield will play the right 
side. He had two interceptions. Irvin will handle 
the left side and is sturdy but not spectacular. Look 
for Donovan Greer to move into the third corner 
spot and perhaps even challenge Irvin for his job. 


RATING [EXUM 
Special Teams 


This is not a strength. Punter Chris Mohr was 
last among AFC performers last year with a puny 
38.9-yard average and a light, 33.9-yard net. Those 
numbers need to go way up. Placekicker Steve 
Christie has a great résumé, but he didn’t tear it up 
last year, making just 25-of-34 field goal tries, 
including a poor, 3-for-9 from 40-49 yards. His 
kickoffs were consistently short, too. Buffalo may 
turn to CFL refugee Dan Giancola as a kickoff spe- 
cialist, and his big Jeg might lead the Bills to let 
him have a run at Christie’s spot. 

Williams is a solid return man who is better 
bringing back punts than kicks. 


RATING FAM 
Coaching/Front Office 


Phillips has done a great job squiring the team 
through the transition, but he will face several big- 
ger challenges this year. Most notably replacing 
the last of the big names on the roster, and also 
handling a potentially explosive quarterbacking 
situation. Phillips is good with young players, so 
he’ll provide an atmosphere in which he can grow, 
but his comments at the league meetings about 
using Flutie’s talents won’t help make Johnson 
any more comfortable. 

GM John Butler continues to make bold moves, 
looking ahead. He is to be commended. But this is 
a big year. The Bills need the draft to produce 
playmakers at linebacker, end and safety, or their 
defense will take a big step back. If the new faces 
can step in and produce, Butler deserves big credit. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Gabe Northern DE 6-3 244 6/8/1974 
Jerry Ostroski G 6-4 325 7/12/1970 
Joe Panos G 6-2 298 1/24/1971 
Marlo Perry LB 6-4 «6245 = 8/25/1972 
DaShon Polk LB 6-1) «= 221.-~=— 3/13/1977 
Daryl Porter DB 5-9 190 1/16/1974 
Peerless Price WR 5-11 180 10/27/1976 
Shawn Price DE 6-4 290 3/28/1970 
Jarrett Procell DE 6-3 275 11/4/1977 
Jay Riemersma TE 6-5 254 95/17/1973 
Spencer Riley C 6-3 295 2/17/1976 
Sam Rogers LB 6-3. «245 = 5/30/1970 
Josh Roth RB 6-0 230 3/15/1978 
Antowain Smith RB 6-2 225 3/14/1972 
Marcus T. Spriggs OT 6-3 315 5/17/1974 
Phil Stambaugh QB 6-2 217 8/10/1978 
Corey Sullivan WR 6-2 197 8/13/1977 
Travares Tillman 6-1 189 10/8/1977 
Mike Tosaw G 6-3 297 10/4/1977 
Jason Van Dyke P 5-10 190 5/11/1976 
Alex Van Pelt QB 6-1 220 5/1/1970 
Ted Washington NT 6-5 330 4/13/1968 
Marcellus Wiley DE 6-4 275 11/30/1974 
Nathaniel Williams OT 6-2 275 6/28/1976 
Pat Williams OT 6-3 310 10/24/1972 
Antoine Winfield DB 5-8 180 6/24/1977 
Kenyatta Wright LB OG-1—-232_~— 2/19/1978 
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1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


[AL RUSH NTS TOTAL A 
316.4 89.1 | 227.3 | 18.7 | 300.5 1 
EAG! | 


18 23 10. 207) | 8 21 1 


Sr *) 


OFFENSE 
v1) Troy Brown (8) 
Ed Ellis (4) 


999 Record 
8-8, 4th (tied) in AFC East 


12.2 1883 | 17, 


Wide Receiver TERRY GLENN 


Projected Z000 Lineup 
DEFENSE 


‘U3 Brandon Mitchell (4) 
Henry Thomas (14) 


New England PATRIOTS 


Is Bellichick really the right move? 


Soon, we'll all find out if it was worth it. Did 
New England make the right move by begging, 
borrowing and ultimately paying for Bill 
Bellichick? Or did they even the score with the 
Jets, who went deep into the hole to grab Bill 
Parcells a few years back? 

That's the big question in the Jets-Pats relation- 
ship, which has become as incestuous as can be 
found in professional sports. We steal your coach. 
You steal our coach. Is nothing sacred anymore? 
Time was that any member of any organization 
would rather watch soccer than join a rival camp. 
Imagine John Madden's leaving Oakland for 
Kansas City. How about Don Shula bolting 
Baltimore for the New York Giants? Preposterous. 

Not anymore, Bellichick, designated as Tuna 
Parcells’ successor when the Big Guy took over the 
Jets, served about 12 hours as head of Long 
Island’s Favorite Team before resigning and trying 
with all his might to join the Patriots. After trying 
everything possible, the Pats finally gained control 
of Bellichick, in return for this year’s first-round 
draft choice (the 16th overall), It was a reprise of 
the ‘97 deal that sent draft picks from the Jets to 
the Pats, in return for Parcells’ release. Even more 
astounding was that the “trade” required peaceful, 
mature conversations by Parcells and New 
England owner Bob Kraft, who had referred to 
Parcells as “Darth Vader.” When it was all fin- 
ished, the Pats had the man they thought best-suit- 
ed to rebuild the rubble of the Pete Carroll era, 
during which New England went from Super 
Bowl runner-up to 8-8 also-ran. 

The big question is whether the Pats made the 
right move. For all his rave reviews, Bellichick has 
had one winning year as a head coach (1994). 
Okay, so he took a 3-13 Browns team to 11-5 and 
the playoffs, but he isn’t exactly Parcells, who 
came to Foxboro with two Super Bowl rings from 
his Giants’ tenure. Bellichick must also fight the 
perceptions that he is too high-strung and demand- 
ing to handle a team of New Millennium players, 
who might just make him walk the plank if he res- 
urrects his old blood-and-guts style. Even if the 47- 
year-old can brag of having friends like Mick 
Jagger and Jon Bon Jovi, he can’t look cool if he’s 
trying to micro-manage in the locker room. 

There is no disputing Bellichick’s defensive 
genius. He is generally regarded as one of the 
league’s best strategists, capable of concocting a 
scheme to stop anything. Whether he can translate 


fixture, has been dismissed after a season during 
which he caught just 32 passes and scored only 
two times. The Pats replace him with former 
Cowboys tight end Eric Bjornsen, who nabbed just 
10 last year and became expendable when young 
David LaFleur flexed his potential, Backing up 
Bjornsen is Ron Rutledge (seven catches in '99), 
with rookies Dave Stachelski, a fifth-round pick, 
and Mondriel Fulcher (seventh), expected to pro 
vide marginal health. 

The man on the outside is Terry Glenn, and he 
should be rarin’ to go, especially since Bellichick 
lifted the one-game suspension that Carroll had 
imposed, adding another $125,000 or so in salary 
to Glenn’s bank book. Glenn didn’t have a bad 
year in "99, catching 69 balls and averaging 16.6 
yards/catch, but he scored only four times and 
wasn’t the happiest guy in the locker room. It 
appears as if Bellichick is giving him a new start, 
which is good news. More happy days come if 
Bledsoe can be protected adequately from the 
incessant blitzing that wore him down last year, 
and find his downfield targets—like Glenn. 

Shawn Jefferson, who led the team in yards per 
catch (17.5) and receiving touchdowns (six) last 
year, is gone to Atlanta, so the second spot on the 
depth chart is up for grabs. The Pats would love 
Tony Simmons (19 catches) to take the job, but he 
stumbled last year and might not have what it 
takes. That would leave Troy Brown (36) as the 
main candidate, even if he is better suited for the 
third role. Veteran Vincent Brisby (18) and sec- 
ond-year man Sean Morey are the other candi- 
dates, although neither is a top-flight performer. 


RATIN' 5.0 | 


This thing is a mess, The Pats dumped three 
starters during the off-season, losing left guard 
Heath Irwin to Miami; releasing veteran right 
tackle Zefross Moss; and failing to offer Bruce 
Armstrong anywhere near what the one-time Pro 
Bowl left tackle wanted (about $3.5 million). So, 
what does that leave? Not a lot. 

Expect second-year center Damien Woody to 
continue his development into a first-rate pivot. 
He showed the necessary strength to provide a 
good center post on passing downs and was rugged 


Adam Vinatieri (5) 
an Lee Johnson (16) 
HEAD COACH 


BILL BELLICHICK 


STADIUM 
FOXBORO STADIUM (60,292 cap.) 
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Troy Brown (8 


AFC EAST New England Patriots 


404 Kevin Faulk (2) 


safe from the pass rush during the Jets’ run to the 
98 AFC title tilt. 

So, the Pats have their man, even if it did cost 
them a chance at a quality running back in the 
draft—something they need desperately. But run- 
ning backs come around every year. Great coaches 
don’t. If Bellichick succeeds in turning the Patriots 
around, as he did in Cleveland last decade, it won't 
matter what New England gave up to get him. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


This is an area that will feature some pretty big 
changes this season, most notably at tight end, 
where Ben Coates, once upon a time a Pro Bowl 


LG Lance Scott (6) 13) Willie McGinest (7) that into-running the show-is the hig challenge. °°" the run. He’s backed up by third-year man 
4 Damien Woody (2) 3 Tedy Bruschi (5) Ballichick sill gcordtnatethe-da lence carlvon Jason Andersen. The left guard is Yodd Rucci, 
i) Todd Rucci (8) 3 Ted Johnson (6) before turning it over to one of his assistants, #0 Somehow seems to keep his job, despite those 
8 Grant Williams (5) Chris Slade (8) either linehackers coach Rob Ryan (Buddy’s son). who want to ss tis of him each year. Rucci start: 
U3 Eric Bjornsen (7) 1) Andy Katzenmoyer(2) or Eric Mangini, the defensive backfield coach. ae Leak one geme lent ee ena held sf Rea 
i} Terry Glenn (5) ‘J Ty Law (6) Whoever takes the title will no doubt have con- rican wean i Sekie ee of midst rs 
wid Drew Bledsoe (8) 3] Kato Serwanga (2) stant contact with the boss. eee gy che kiiee injury. Signed from the Giants, where he 
1:3 Raymont Harris (7) Lawyer Milloy (5) The offense belongs to Charlie Weis, a long started 1G dames in 108: Scotkiseciidand cancalso 

"3 Tony Carter (7) 3) Tony George (2) time Parcells confederate who is best known for jo ndle long-snapping duties: : : ae 
SPECIAL TEAMS his ability to keep lead-footed Vinny Testaverde "rhe tackle positions should belong to Ed Ellis 


and newcomer Grant Williams; although Max 
Lane will probably get a few starts, either on the 
outside or at left guard. Ellis is a mountainous (6- 
7, 330) man, who missed half of last season due to 
injury. He’ll probably handle the left side. 
Williams, who started 15 games last year but was 
burned by Miami's Trace Armstrong for three 
sacks in the Seahawks’ playoff loss to the 
Dolphins, will get a good look at right tackle. Lane, 
who enters his seventh year, is sturdy but not top- 
shelf. 

The Pats went for depth in the draft, grabbing 
tackles Adrian Klemm of Hawaii in the second 
round and Greg Robinson-Randall of Michigan 
State in the fourth. Klemm has the natural gifts to 


at 


become a starter by the end of the year and a 
potential stalwart down the line, but Robinson- 
Randall needs to improve his technique consider- 
ably before making a move into the first unit. The 
Pats may have solved their long-term tackle prob- 
lems with this draft. 


Running Backs 


Even though Robert Edwards is making big 
strides toward a full recovery, he won't be wearing 
a football uniform this year, leaving the Pats in 


” 


another bad situation. Last season's “solution, 
Terry Allen, was released following the season, 
after proving that he wasn’t a front-line back any- 
more. 

That leaves the Pats in a bad situation. Again. 
Second-year man Kevin Faulk has speed, but he’s 
best suited for life as a third-down specialist and 
kick returner. Were he to get the ball 20 times a 
game, he might not make it into November. So, the 
Patriots went out and spent the league minimum 


t 


Quarterback DREW BLEDSOE 


for Raymont Harris, who played last for Green 
Bay in ’98, and is considered valuable for his 
straight ahead running style. Forget that he has 
never averaged four yards or more per carry for a 
season, Harris doesn’t lose yards. Doesn’t gain 
many of them, either. 

Expect J.R. Redmond, a third-round pick from 
Arizona State, to contribute, but he’s not an every- 
down stalwart, and his stock dropped as the ’99 
college season progressed. Seventh-round pick 
Patrick Pass might stick, but he isn't a workhorse, 
either, 

The fullback is Tony Carter, who carried the 
ball all of six times last year. He had better be able 
to block, because if he doesn’t pick up the blitz, 
he'll give up his position to Chris Floyd. 
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Quarterbacks 


By the end of last year, teams were blitzing 
Drew Bledsoe so mercilessly that he seemed utter- 
ly lost. Bledsoe was Pro Bow] material during the 


season's first eight weeks, when he led New 
England to a 6-2 record, while throwing 13 touch- 
down passes and only four interceptions. In the 
final eight contests, Bledsoe was awful, tossing 17 
to the other team, including five against Miami 
and four versus the Eagles. Bledsoe had no time to 
find his second or third receivers, because of the 
incessant pressure, and was not allowed to audible 
at the line of scrimmage. 

Now, the reconstruction begins. There can be 
little doubt that Bledsoe has tremendous talent. 
He’s also smart enough to learn a new system. He 
will, however, be facing many of the same prob- 
lems that hurt him last year, The Patriots will like- 
ly have a mediocre ground game. Their corps of 
receivers is not what it once was. The offensive 
line is shaky. Even if Weis is a master of protect- 
ing his passer, the odds look stacked against 
Bledsoe, who will need to be at his sharpest to 
thrive once again. He'll be better, but don’t expect 
a Pro Bowl performance until Bellichick can sur- 
round him with some better people. 

Backing him up is John Friesz, who didn’t 
throw a pass last year; and second-year man 
Michael Bishop, who has worlds of talent but 
needs to learn his second new system in two years, 
and is a couple of seasons away from being battle 
ready. He had better improve quickly, because the 
Pats spent a sixth-round pick on Michigan’s Tom 
Brady, a classic pocket passer. 


Defensive 


The Patriots could sure use some improved play 
here, especially since the team finished 21st in the 
NFL against the run and let up 3.7 yards every 
time an opposing back touched the ball. Of course, 
all is not bad, End Willie McGinest had 84 tackles 
and nine sacks last year. He remains a quick, pow- 
erful force on the right side and was able to play 
the entire 99 campaign—another bonus. The 
problem comes on the other side, where Brandon 
Mitchell is a large disappointment. Veteran Ferric 
Collons is a serviceable backup, while seventh- 
round pick Casey Tisdale of New Mexico is a long 
shot. 

The tackle situation isn’t too rosy, either. 
Although Henry Thomas had a strong year, he is 
now 35 years old and doesn’t have much left in the 
tank. Still, he'll be back at right tackle, next to 
McGinest, and should do good work, provided he 
stays in one piece. Chad Eaton, who engendered so 
much hope during the ’98 season, regressed last 
year. Mitchell, who spent some time on the inside, 
wasn't any better there than as an end; while 
Garrett Johnson has potential but is still quite 
young. Draft picks Jeff Marriott of Missouri and 
David Nugent (Purdue) will compete for time. 


RATING BAY 


If, indeed, Bellichick moves to a 3-4 alignment, 
the Patriots are in good shape here. Good shape, 
that is, if inside linebacker and team leader Ted 
Johnson is healthy. In the past two years, he has 
torn both biceps tendons and had surgery on each 
shoulder. That's not the best medical profile for 
somebody expected to make 125 or so tackles 
every year. If Johnson is healthy (he played only- 
five games last year), then the Pats are set along 
this line, whether they play three or four people 
here. If not, the trouble begins. 

Second-year man Andy Katzenmoyer proved 
during ‘99 that while he has good lateral move- 
ment, he isn’t strong enough to handle the chal- 
lenges of charging guards, and is better suited out- 
side. He belongs on the outside, bookending 
Johnson and Chris Slade, who made 89 tackles and 
had 4.5 sacks in '99, Slade was able to play a full 
year, after missing parts of '98 with knee prob- 
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WK DATE 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 1] 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
10 Nov. 5 
11 Nov. 12 
12 Nov. 19 
13° Nov. 23 
14 Dec. 4 
15 Dec. 10 
Dec. 17 
Dec. 24 
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2000 Schedule 


OPPONENT 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
at New York Jets 
Minnesota Vikings 
at Miami Dolphins 

at Denver Broncos 
Indianapolis Colts 
New York Jets 

at Indianapolis Colts 
Bye Week 

Buffalo Bills 

at Cleveland Browns 
Cincinnati Bengals 
at Detroit Lions 
Kansas City Chiefs 
at Chicago Bears 

at Buffalo Bills 
Miami Dolphins 


PLAYER 
Jason Andersen 


Aaron Bailey 
Terrance Beadles 
Matt Beck 
Michael Bishop 
Eric Bjornson 
Drew Bledsoe 
Tom Brady 
Vincent Brisby 
Troy Brown 

Tedy Bruschi 
Matt Bumgardner 
Chris Carter 
Tony Carter 
J'Juan Cherry 
Rico Clark 

Ferric Collons 
Derrick Cullors 
Adam Davis 
Shockmain Davis 
Chad Eaton 
Robert Edwards 
Chris Eitzmann 
Ed Ellis 

John Eskridge 
Kevin Faulk 
Derrick Fletcher 
Chris Floyd 

John Friesz 

Rob Gatrell 
Tony George 


AFC EAST New England Patriots 


Maurice Anderson 


WR 5-10 
& 6-3 
LBB -3 
QB 6-2 
TE 6-4 
QB 6-5 
QB 6-4 
WR 6-3 
WR 5-10 
LB 6-1 
WR 6-1 
DB 6-2 
RB 6-1 
DB 5-11 
OB 5-10 
DE 6-7 
RB 6-1 
& 64 
WR 6-0 
OT 6-5 
RB 5-11 
Te 6-5 
T_ 6-7 
LB 6-3 
RB 5-8 
T 6-6 
RB 6-2 
QB 6-4 


G 6-5 
DB 5-11 


WT 
295 
290 
185 
315 
225 
217 
236 
233 
211 
193 
190 
245 
195 
209 
232 
200 
181 
300 
195 
310 
201 
300 
218 
260 
330 
230 
197 
348 
235 
223 
300 
200 
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TIME 
1:00 p.m. 
$:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
1:08 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
12:30 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


BRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 


BORN 
9/3/1975 


10/24/1971 
4/27/1976 
2/16/1977 
5/15/1976 

12/15/1971 
2/14/1972 

8/3/1977 
VW25/1971 
T2911 
6/9/1973 


9/27/1974 
8/23/1972 
10/28/1976 
6/6/1974 
12/4/1969 
12/26/1972 
Vi/1977 


4/6/1972 
10/2/1974 


10/13/1975 
6/15/1976 
9/9/1975 
6/23/1975 
6/19/1967 


8/10/1975 


lems, but he has yet to resemble the man who 
looked like a world-beater in °97. 

The Pats made a strong move re-signing Ted 
Bruschi, who should be perfect on the outside of a 
3-44 alignment. Of course, he made 138 tackles last 
year in a 4-3, so he'll fit whatever Bellichick wants 
to do. Bruschi is a quick and talented playmaker, 
even if he isn’t the strongest guy around. Depth 
could be a problem, since the Pats lost Marty 
Moore to Cleveland, via free agency. They'll need 
Jeff Kopp to help out on the outside and need to 
hope fifth-round pick Frank Chamberlin from 
Boston College, an active run-stuffer, can help 
inside on first and second downs. 


sivics 7.0 


Defensive Backs 


If there was any question that Bellichick 
believes in defense, it was erased when New 
England invested $35 million over the next seven 
years for strong safety Lawyer Milloy, who led the 
team with 173 tackles and picked off a team-high 
four passes. The two-time all-Pro is clearly one of 
the best in the game, and his value in what could 
be a shaken-up secondary is enormous. 

One of the big questions heading into camp is 
who will team with Milloy. It could be Chris 
Carter, although the Patriots were not happy with 
him last year. It might be Tebucky Jones, who 
started at cornerback late last season but could flip 
back to the safety line, where many think he’s best 
suited. Second-year man Tony George, who 
impressed late last year, is another candidate, as 
are special teams standout Larry Wigham and 
sixth-round draft choice Antwan Harris, from 
Virginia. 

One cornerback spot is set with Ty Law, who 
missed the last part of '99 with a broken hand and 
picked off just two passes, but is clearly a standout 
at the spot. Thanks to his big salary, he’s going to 
be part of the New England secondary for a long 
time. If Jones heads back to the safety spot, Kato 
Serwanga, who started three times last year in 
place of Steve Israel, could get the job, His develop- 


2000 Team Koster 


ment might save the Pats money, since they won't 
have to re-sign Israel, despite the eight-year pro’s 
strength. Expect Rico Clark and Corey Ivy to pro- 
vide backup support. 


RATING [| 
special Teams 


Although Adam Vinatieri made a respectable 
26-0f-33 field goals last year, he was only 6-of-11 
from 40 yards and beyond, not exactly the best 
numbers for an NFL kicker. With an offense like 
New England’s, which isn’t likely to score 50 
touchdowns, the need for a big-legged kicker is 
great. Vinatieri is solid, but he doesn't belong 
among the league's top-echelon booters. 

The same can be said for punter Lee Johnson, 
who turns 39 this season and averaged a mediocre 
41.5 yards per kick (34.6 net) Jast year. Johnson 
put 23 balls inside the 20—not bad—until one 
considers that he punted a whopping 90 times. 
Troy Brown is a solid punt returner, while Faulk 
has the potential to be a great kick returner. 


ich 5.5 


Coaching/Front Office 


By acquiring Bellichick, Kraft was able to get 
the Parcells’ style and mentality, without getting 
Parcells. That’s not a bad deal, since he loathes the 
Tuna Fish. Bellichick will doubtlessly bring inten- 
sity and discipline to the franchise, and anybody 
who doesn’t do it his way will certainly be shown 
the gate. 

But his biggest challenges are still ahead. He 
must find a personnel director who can make good 
choices, particularly on offense, where the Pats 
need lots of help. And he needs to prevent a big 
slide backward, in a division that has plenty of tal- 
ent and may be the most competitive in all of foot- 
ball again. Chances are, Bellichick will do a good 
job. But it won't be easy. 


RATING [FCKY 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Cory Gilliard OB 6-1 210 10/10/1974 
Terry Glenn WR 5-11 185 = 7/23/1974 
Seneca Gray C 6-2 310 

Reggie Grimes DE 6-4 300 

Antwan Harris DB 5-9 186 5/29/1977 
Jon Harris DE 6-7 300 6/9/1974 
Raymont Harris RB 6-1 230 12/23/1970 
Chad Holleman K 5-11 200 

Evan Howell DB 5-11 186 10/14/1977 
Garrett Johnson DT 6-3 294 12/31/1975 
Lee Johnson P 6-2 200 11/27/1961 
Ted Johnson 1B 6-4 «6250 ~=—:12/4/1972 
Tebucky Jones OB 6-2 219 10/6/1974 
Andy Katzenmoyer LB 6-3) 255) =—12/2/1977 
James Kibble P §-10 195 

Adrian Klemm T 6-3 308 5/21/1977 
Max Lane G 6-6 320 2/22/1971 
Antonio Langham CB 6-1 «6184 = 7/31/1972 
Ty Law DOB 5-11 200 2/10/1974 
Kendell Mack T 6-4 322 7/18/1975 
Kelly Malveaux DB 5-9 176 5/11/1976 
Jeff Marriott 6-4 301 

Roshaun Matthews LB 6-4 =250 

Willie McGinest DE 6-5 265 12/11/1971 
Marc Megna LB 6-2) «245 )~—Ss 7/30/1976 
Lawyer Milloy DB 6-1 208 11/14/1973 
Brandon Mitchell DE 6-3 289 6/19/1975 
Sean Morey WR 5-11 190 2/26/1976 
John Munch LB 6-1 =—235 1/7/1976 
David Nugent 6-4 303 

Patrick Pass RB 5-10 208 12/31/1977 
Lonie Paxton 6-2 274 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Scott Pospisil DE 6-2 280 
LR. Redmond RB 5-11 216 = 9/28/1977 
Rodney Rideau OB 5-10 193 
Greg Robinson-Randall T 6-5 339 
Todd Rucci G 6-5 296 7/14/1970 
Rod Rutledge TE 6-5 262 8/12/1975 
Noel Scarlett T 6-3 320 = 1/21/1974 
Lance Scott C 63 295 2/15/1972 
Kato Serwanga DB 6-1 198 7/23/1976 
Harold Shaw RB 6-1 228 9/3/1974 
Ryan Shaw WR 6-2 190 
Thad Sheldon 6-2 245 
Tony Simmons WR 6-1 206 = 12/8/1974 
Barrin Simpson LB 4-11 226 
Chris Slade LB 6-5) §=6.245 ~——s*1/30/1971 
Devon Smith TE 6-4 243 WII/I976 
Jamel Smith LB G-1)=—-245 
Greg Spires DE 6-1 265 8/12/1974 
Dave Stachelski TE 6-3 250 
Robert Tardio TE 6-5 245 3/17/1977 
Kerry Taylor TE 6-2 252 1/24/1977 
Henry Thomas OT 6-2 277 = 1/12/1965 
Casey Tisdale DE 6-4 258 
Maugaula Tuitele LB 6-2 260 
Ryan Tujague T 6-5 298 1/2/1976 
Adam Vinatieri K 6-1 200 12/28/1972 
Larry Whigham DB 6-2 205 6/23/1972 
Grant Williams T 6-7 $23 5/10/1974 
Martinez Williams WR 5-11 170 
Mike Woods OB 5-9 189 
Damien Woody C 6-3 319 11/3/1977 


ates __ PCT. PF PA HOME ROAD 
Jacksonville** 14 2 0 875 396 217 7-1 7-1 
Tennessee * 0 813 392 3248-0 5-3 
Baltimore 8 0 500 324 277 444A 
Pittsburgh 9 375 317320 2-6 4-4 
Cincinnati 120.250 283 460 2-6 2-6 


Cleveland 2 125 217 437 0-8 2-6 


ISSS RECO 
13-3, 2nd in AFC Central 


1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


331.0 1132 2178 24.5 


Quarterback STEVE 


Projected Z000 lineup 


s''1:3 Kevin Dyson (3) 
145) Brad Hopkins (8) 
“7 Benji Olson (3) 
Kevin Long (3) 


Jevon Kearse (2) 

5+ John Thornton (2) 
Hii Jason Fisk (6) 
i=) Kenny Holmes (4) 


essee TITANS 


This year’s team will convince everybody 


The Titans’ memorable season ended with 
receiver Kevin Dyson stretching in vain for the 
goal line in the Super Bowl. What that play didn’t 
tell was the otherwise amazing run the team made. 
The former NFL vagabonds, once from Houston, 
then Memphis, finally in Nashville, had found a 
home and found themselves in the process. Gone 
were the frustrating 8-8 records of the previous 
three seasons. The Titans, with a 13-3 record, 
exploded into the upper echelon of NFL teams 
with a mixture of controlled offense, led by a 
pounding running game, coupled with a physical, 
tough defense. It was all cemented together by a 
sticky will-to-win that enabled the team to con- 
stantly beat supposedly superior opponents. 

And for a little extra spice, they had the Music 
City Miracle—the cross-field lateral that went for 
a touchdown in the playoffs against the Bills, 
Here’s what else they accomplished: they defeated 
division rival Jacksonville, the AFC Central 
Division champions, three times—twice in 
Jacksonville, and once in the playoffs—and by 
one-sided scores of 41-14 twice then 33-14 in the 
playofts. 

With Steve McNair, an inexperienced—though 
rapidly advancing—quarterback who endured 
back surgery and played with a badly injured toe, 
the Titans took the seemingly invincible Rams 
down to the final play. And given the second half 
pounding from star running back Eddie George, 
the Titans can be forgiven for simply wanting that 
fourth quarter to have lasted a couple of plays 
longer. 

They are a team on the verge of winning it all, 
and the rise should continue. 

“T could write a book about what this team has 
been through the last few years, but nobody might 
believe it,” said coach Jeff Fisher. 

Somehow Fisher kept this team together. 
Entering last season, it looked as if a nonplayoff 
appearance by the Titans would cost Fisher his 
job, Instead, the Titans were talking about signing 
him to an extension in the spring. That's the 
topsy-turvy world of the NFL. 

Fisher, a former disciple of defensive guru 
Buddy Ryan, has crafted a tough defensive team, 
especially against the run (94.1 yards per game 
yielded), which attacks and plays aggressively 
throughout the game. His offense is what you 
would expect from a defensive-minded coach: a 
scrimmage-line controlling approach that favors 
doses of hard running and a very conservative 
passing game. 


rare blend of quickness, agility, and aggression 
that made him a total force on defense. 

On offense, George overcame his tendency to 
tire out later in the season, and instead ran 
stronger. But the most intriguing development was 
the progress of McNair. The big “if’ is whether 
this momentum will continue. If it does, the 
Titans will end up with a genuine superstar OB. 
The remainder of the team features lots of next- 
level talent that plays together exceptionally well. 
Some in the league are still not sold on the Titans, 
but this year’s edition should convince them. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


The subtle shift in the ‘Titans’ offense has seem- 
ingly begun, with the emergence of a more impor- 
tant role for wide receiver Kevin Dyson. The 
third-year pro and former first-round draft choice 
emerged last year as a potent threat, despite the 
conservative, even restrictive nature of the Titans’ 
passing game. Dyson, who caught 54 passes, 
showed more confidence the more he caught the 
ball. He has the speed, size, and hands to go with 
the more experienced Yancey Thigpen (38 catch- 
es) on the other side. Dyson showed he may 
become the lead receiver for the Titans. He has the 
ability to make big plays, and should continue to 
get better. 

Thigpen ended last season breaking his foot in 
the playoffs. Though he is big and strong—about 
the same size as Dyson, at 6-1, 200—he has been 
marred by injuries. When healthy, he is sturdy 
enough to catch in a crowd, and relishes the physi- 
cal play. With the emergence of Dyson, and his 
continuing history of injuries, Thigpen’s role may 
not be as prominent this year. But as a comple- 
mentary receiver, he will fit into the Titans’ plans 
well. 

Frank Wycheck, H-back or receiving tight end, 
is a very productive player. He caught 69 passes 
for 641 yards, and is good at finding the seams in 
the zones and catching the small stuff. He is the 
cleanup man of the passing offense. Jackie Harris 
(26 receptions), was an old hand at tight end, but 
in a surprise move signed with Dallas in March. 
So as of now the Titans are left with Michael 
Roan and Jong-shot Larry Brown. 

As for backup wideouts, they have Chris 
Sanders as the third receiver (he caught 20), who 
can fill in for Thigpen or Dyson, if necessary. 
While Isaac Byrd and Joey Kent, who the Titans 
feel have potential, are also around, Derrick 


Ht) Bruce Matthews (10) ji %:)} Eddie Robinson (9) 


The Titans were often not a pretty team to 


Mason is a tremendous kick returner, so his main 


Liv Fred Miller (5) 1.) Randall Godfrey (5) watch, They would sometimes fall behind, or look contribution will be on special teams. Overall this 
1/3] Michael Roan (6) 88:3 Joe Bowden (9) as though they were on the verge of being over- i. nota ses suetiaa reheat sin ffe ae a r 
"1:1 Yancey Thigpen (9) +:; Denard Walker (4) whelmed, as in the early action of the Jacksonville. Bat: Semoun hor eserves 
Steve McNair (6) 91:3 Samari Rolle (3) playoff game. Yet they kept plugging away, in their 6.0 
1) Eddie George (5) ~~ Blaine Bishop (8) per ana ace idee often eae aap out 
FS and physically dominating them by game's end. =; 
WB MiELR aor eens Not that they couldn’t perform spectacularly on nsive inemen 


The eternally productive Bruce Matthews con- 
tinues his spiritual leadership and spirited play. 
Entering an astonishing 18th season, he has 
played everywhere on the line through the years, 
and played well. He currently holds down a guard 
spot, and can still do most of the physical tasks for 
his position—the rest he carries out through savvy 
and finesse. Center Kevin Long, 6-5, 295, stepped 
into the center slot (replacing Matthews there), 
and did a fine job, surprising those who thought 
he would be a weak link 

Benji Olson was a good run-blocker who took 
over at right guard, and though improved, needs to 
continue to get better against the pass. Jon 


= - occasion. They showed some offensive power 
Al Del Greco (9) ( Derrick Mason (3) against the Rams in their first meeting and held on 
Craig Hentrich (7) » Derrick Mason (3) to win. And MeNair, much criticized for going 


through a TD pass drought, exploded with five in 
one game. That said, however, the Titans do not 
have the most talented roster in terms of star 
power or supposed playmakers, even in their own 
division (see Jacksonville), 

The team does feature a couple of superstars, 
though. Last year’s once-in-a-lifetime rookie, Jevon 
Kearse—nicknamed “the Freak” for his freakish 
ability—made the scouts who doubted him (they 
said he was too small to play rush end, too big for 
linebacker) look silly. Kearse, who terrorized 
opposing offenses, had 14.5 sacks, displaying a 
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Runyan, the fine right tackle, is gone through free 
agency to the Eagles, but the Titans have replaced 
him with Fred Miller ($24 million, 6 years), an 
especially good pass-blocker. Left tackle Brad 
Hopkins is another solid pass-blocker, but has 
learned to move his man out on running plays, 
too. 

Though Runyan’s loss hurts, Miller is a fine 
addition, And if Long and Olson continue to get 
better, this line could dominate. The backups at 
guard, Jayson Layman at guard and Zach Piller at 
tackle, are solid, Piller is a strong player (6-5, 332), 
who needs work on his technique. Craig Page is 
the reserve center. 


Quarterhacks 


The Air McNair era hasn’t exactly arrived, but 
Steve showed flashes of passing brilliance last 
year, with his five-TD pass game and his inspired 
Super Bowl comeback. He threw for 2,179 yards, 
with 12 TDs, eight interceptions and a pass com- 
pletion rate of 56.5%. What troubled critics about 
MeNair was his often faulty mechanics: he would 
drill the ball without touch, or throw without 
being in the proper position. The real criticism is 
that McNair has not gotten the right coaching 
from Jeff Fisher’s staff to develop fast enough. 


Running Back EDDIE GEORGE 


Whether a new offensive coordinator, Mike 
Heimerdinger from Denver, will loosen up the 
offense this season is an open question. Don’t bet 
on it. 

MeNair has a great arm, and as his running 
stats showed (337 yards gained, 4.7 avg.), he also 
has great legs. Whether he can progress to a more 
consistent level depends on a large mixture of fac- 
tors, including his ability to adapt. But there is one 
area in which McNair excels: leadership. While 
McNair may never be a textbook passer, he’s 
already a winner. 

Neil O'Donnell was re-signed to a $7.6-million 
free-agent contract, as a backup who has starter’s 
experience. O'Donnell was 4-1 in his stint as 
starter when McNair was injured, and many crit- 
ics felt he should have retained the job. He com- 
pleted 59.5% of his passes and had 10 TDs against 
five interceptions, Kevin Daft, two-year pro who 
comes from a passing offense at Cal-Davis, is the 
third man. 


Running Backs 


Eddie George showed that he can carry the 
load—and then some. The most important player 
on offense for the Titans (with McNair a close sec- 
ond), George turned into a force at times last year. 


The 6-3, 240 pounder ran for 1,304 yards in 320 
carries—a 4.1 yard average—and scored nine 
touchdowns. His yards were tough, meaningful 
and productive. And in the games where McNair 
played well (and was allowed to throw more), 
George was often devastating. The Jaguars still 
have some of his cleat prints on their uniforms. 

Supposedly Fisher and his staff will try to give 
George more support, by improving the efficiency 
if not the design of their pass offense. And they 
did make an effort last year, at times, to spell 
George and keep him fresher for late in the games 
and late in the season. Should anything happen to 
George, you can revise the Titans’ Super Bow] 
plans. 

The Titans have admirably let George run with 
the load, but it would make sense if they were able 
to involve somebody else, too. Lorenzo Neal was a 
total blocker, with two carries all year, Rodney 
Thomas (164 yards) seems to do less each year, 
and remains behind the scenes. The Titans seem 
to have adapted an old adage as their motto: “Let 
George do it.” 


TO «5 | 
efensive Linem 


Take one slightly above average defensive line, 
mix in one superstar rookie, and instantly you 
have a good part of the recipe for a Super Bowl 
appearance. While the line wasn’t all Jevon Kearse 
last year, he certainly took up a lot of the time and 
attention of opponents. Kearse at the left end posi- 
tion provided powerful bursts of pass-rushing, 
sideline-to-sideline pursuit of ballcarriers, and con- 
stantly disrupted any offense. Kearse’s pass-rush- 
ing skills are exceptional already, and he's just 
learning, With improved technique, he can still get 
better. Kearse is a playmaker in the widest sense: 
forcing fumbles, breaking up plays, rushing the 
quarterback, throwing runners for losses. He also 
had 50 tackles. Opponents are going to have to use 
a “special scheme” for him soon, much in the same 
way they had to for the Giants’ Lawrence Taylor. 

The other linemen are understandably a cut or 
two below. But they're not bad. Right end Kenny 
Holmes has been a career underachiever, who 
played better last year, and had 4.5 sacks. The 
presence of Kearse helped. The tackles—Jason 
Fisk (36 tackles, 3 sacks) and John Thornton (4.5 
sacks)—both have the size to stuff things inside. 
The Titans have some depth: former starter Henry 
Ford (5 sacks) is a backup at end as is Mike 
Frederick, who can fill in okay, though their tackle 
situation is cloudy with Josh Evans suspended for 
the season (he’s appealing a substance abuse sus- 
pension). They do have Joe Salave’a, and Mike 
Jones, both of whom can play inside, and in a 
pinch can start. 


7.0 


ee 7.0 | 
Linebackers 


Though a good group, the linebacking situation 
faces a potential depth problem. As of the free- 
agent season, they had signed former Cowboy 
Randall Godfrey (5 years, $24 mil), who can play 
either inside or strong-side, but Joe Bowden 
remained a free agent. Bowden has played all three 
linebacker spots, and at 5-11, 235, is a punishing 
hitter (40 tackles) who is also very explosive. 
Barron Wortham will probably back up the mid- 
dle. Although he is undersized, he always gives a 
workmanlike performance and had 49 tackles. 

Eddie Robinson is not regarded as a big playmak- 
er, but he plays well enough to anchor the outside. 
He led the team with 68 tackles and had six sacks. 
This is more a run-stopping group than a coverage 
group: their lack of size and speed is made up for 
some by their tenacity and aggression. They also 
play well together, as the unit has been together 
for a while. Cohesion is not an easy thing to come 
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by in today’s NFL. 
The real wild card is if the Titans are able to 
line up Kearse occasionally as a standup outside 


Hentrich, whom the Titans whisked away from 
the Packers two years ago via free agency, has 
been one of the finest punters in the game (42.5 


Dec. 25 


‘Be 


Dallas Cowboys 


9:00 p.m. 


Left End JEVON KEARSE 


is a young, upcoming cornerback, with lots of abil- 
ity: his coverage skills improved last year, and he 
had 61 tackles. On the other side, Denard Walker, 
another youngster, continued to play well and 
showed why he, too, has a bright future, Walker's 
availability will be delayed this season as he was 
suspended for four games for violating the league’s 
new anti-crime policy. 

Free safety Marcus Robertson, the veteran who 
missed the Super Bow! with a broken ankle, is no 
longer at his peak, but is still a productive player, 
as is strong safety Blaine Bishop. Bishop's fiery, 
inspired play overshadows some of his shortcom- 
ings: he is not the speedy player he once was, but 
is still a terrific tackler, with 60 last season 

There is depth here not available on most 
teams. Donald Mitchell is very good behind 
Walker. With young, speedy Anthony Dorsett 
having joined the Oakland Raiders, Dainon 
Sidney will get a chance to push Rolle or Walker 
for a starting job. Perry Phenix is a young safety 
who is much better against the run than the pass. 


Tine) 6.5 | 


Al Del Greco, a veteran of 17 NFL seasons, 
remains a largely reliable kicker. He connected on 
21 of 25 field goals last season, Punter Craig 


1 Sept.3 at Buffalo Bills 8:20p.m. —_ player, where he'll be able to rush the passer, stop avg., 38.1 net). 
2 Sept. 10 Kansas City Chiefs 1:00pm. the run or cover. Kearse should be able to grow Derrick Mason is an exciting return man who 
3 Sept.17 Bye Week into this role nicely. has added a dimension that’s been missing since 
4  Sept.24 at Pittsburgh Steelers 1:00 p.m. The other reserves are a distinct falloff from the the Titans were the Houston Oilers and Billy 
5 = Oct. 1 New York Giants 1:00 p.m. Starters. Terry Killens has been around, and is “White Shoes” Johnson would perform his knee- 
6 Oct8 at Cincinnati Bengals 1:00 p.m. strictly a fill-in, though he’s experienced. Doug knockin’ touchdown dance for Bum Phillips and 
7 Oct.16 Jacksonville Jaguars 9:00 p.m Colman, Greg Favors, and former seventh-round the boys. While Mason's numbers weren’t great, 
; ‘Anam. draft choice Phil Glover are still learning. he has potential. He returned 41 kickoffs for an 
8.  Oct.22 at Baltimore Ravens 1:00 p.m. a seesans oF 19.6 yards, and 26 punts for an 8.7 yard 
a tes te saaten ce io p.m. en 1) 6.0 | average and one TD. With Mason in the mix, the 
Ov. ws uurgh Steelers UU p.m. Titans have one more way to change the course of 

11 Nov.12 Baltimore Ravens 1:00 p.m. = a game. 
. = - — — ree p.m. Defensive Backs The coverage on kicks and punts has been a sta- 
ov. at Jacksonville Jaguars 215 p.m. wae ; SE ee K _ ple of the Titans’ approach. They do the funda- 
14 Dec.3 —_at Philadelphia Eagles 1;00 p.m. 7 es See defense is upheld by mental things well and do not ordinarily give up 
Rens their secondary play. Though they will make mis- Panes Oy a ee ease ae 
15 Dec.10 Cincinnati Bengals 1:00 p.m. Sera ann) ahr Sete a Ras ~. game-killing big plays. That seems a small thing, 
takes in coverage because they take chances, they poy ios. atte tata lot GF lessee teams don't 
Dec. 17 at Cleveland Browns 1:00pm. are also capable of making big plays. Samari Rolle REESE GOREN CRUE seL een ees aes 


have. 


Tey 5.5 | 
Coaching/Front Office 


Head coach Jeff Fisher did a great job keeping 
his team focused. Fisher's defensive-oriented, con- 
servative, tough-minded style is reflected in the 
way the team played. The negatives on Fisher are 
that he has not always assembled such a great staff 
to support him. And the team has got to upgrade 
its passing offense. Fisher stubbornly stuck by 
McNair when critics wanted him benched, which 
is to Fisher’s credit. But, to be blunt, Fisher and 
his staff are no masterminds when it comes to 
teaching quarterbacks. For a franchise that was 
once little more than a traveling road show, Fisher 
now stands elevated as one of the finer coaches in 
the league. 

General manager Floyd Reese is an astute, 
experienced personnel man who supplies Fisher 
with his talent, Reese, like Fisher, lends an air of 
stability to the franchise, which mercurial owner 
Bud Adams certainly has not. Reese tends not to 
make quantum personnel leaps, instead preferring 
to carefully arrange and re-arrange what he has 
via the draft and free agency. 


RATING WAM 


2000 team Roster 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN PLAYER HT WT BORN _ PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Aaron Arnold WR 6-1 = 185 Jamie Heiner 6-1 236 Craig Page C 6-3 303 = 1/17/1976 
Blaine Bishop OB 5-9 203 7/24/1970 Craig Hentrich 6-3 205 5/18/1971 — Perry Phenix DB 5-11 210 11/14/1974 
(/- m DeMario Brown RB 6-0 213 Kenny Holmes 6-4 270 10/24/1973 Zach Piller G 6-5 330 5/2/1976 
}—ie Larry Brown TE 6-4 280 9/1/1976 Brad Hopkins 6-3 306 9/5/1970 = Michael Roan TE 6-3 251 8/29/1972 
—— fae Keith Bulluck LB 6-3 232) = 4/4/1977 ~—- Deon Hunt 6-0 243 Marcus Robertson OB 5-11 205 10/2/1969 
L— Isaac Byrd WR 6-1 188 11/16/1974 Mike D. Jones 6-4 280 8/25/1969 Eddie Robinson LB 6-1 «243 = 4/13/1970 
— Frank Chamberlin LB 6-1 =—250 1/2/1978 — Jevon Kearse 6-4 265 9/3/1976  Samari Rolle OB 6-1 175 8/10/1976 
Pty Kareem Clark OB 5-10 189 Joey Kent 6-1 191 4/23/1974 —_Joe Salave'a DT 6-3 290 3/23/1975 
=} Chris Coleman WR 6-0 202 5/8/1977 _— Terry Killens LB 6-1 «6235 «= 3/24/1974 ~—s Chris Sanders WR 6-1 188 5/8/1972 
wa Doug Colman 1B 6-2 250 6/4/1973‘ Erron Kinney TE 6-5 272 7/28/1977 Scott Sanderson T 6-6 295 7/25/1974 
A Kevin Daft QB 6-1 202 11/19/1975 Aaron Koch 6 6-3 298 Mike Scarborough WR 6-1 198 6/2/1976 
65 Wade Davis DB 5-11 185 Jason Layman T 6-5 310 7/29/1973 Wes Shivers T 6-5 318 3/8/1977 
= Del pce K 5-10 202 3/2/1962 = Mike Leach TE 6-4 238 Dainon Sidney DB 6-1 188 5/30/1975 
evin Dyson WR 6-1 201 6/23/1975 Kevin Long C 6-5 296 5/2/1975 Peter Sirmon LB 6-2) 246 = 2/18/1977 
= Josh Evans OT 6-2 288 9/6/1972 Derrick Mason WR 5-10 187 1/17/1974 —Robaire Smith DE 6-4 271 11/15/1977 
= Greg Favors LB 6-1) =. 236)=— 9/30/1974 += Jason Mathews T 6-5 304 2/9/1971 Yancey Thigpen WR 6-1 203 8/15/1969 
Jason Fisk OT 6-3 295 9/4/1972 Bruce Matthews C 6-5 305 8/8/1961 Rodney Thomas RB 5-10 210 3/30/1973 
=r Henry Ford DE 6-3 295 10/30/1971  GeorgeMcCullough DB 5-10 187 2/18/1975 John Thornton OT 6-2 304 10/2/1976 
= Mike Frederick DE 6-5 280 8/6/1972 Jason McDonald G6 6-6 320 Tony Umholtz P 6-0 195 
ec Byron Frisch DE 6-5 267 12/17/1976  BrandonMcLemore DB 6-3 205 Billy Volek QB 6-2 210 4/28/1976 
iy Eddie George RB 6-3 240 9/24/1973 Steve McNair QB 6-2 225 2/14/1973 Denard Walker OB 6-1 190 8/9/1973 
—_ Spencer George RB 5-9 200 10/28/1973 ‘Fred Miller T 6-7 315 2/6/1973 Rod Walker OT 6-4 330 2/4/1976 
== Be Phil Glover LB 5-11 241» =12/17/1975 —_— Donald Mitchell DB 5-9 185 12/14/1976 Brad Ware 6-1 205 3/26/1978 
, Le Randall Godfrey IB 6-2 235 4/6/1973 Aric Morris 5-10 208 7/22/1977 —_— Lenny Ware WR 6-1 185 
es Garett Gould RB 6-2 238 5/30/1976 Bobby Myers 6-1 189 11/10/1976 Jesse Warren DE 6-4 275 
ae Mike Green RB 6-0 249 9/2/1976 Lorenzo Neal RB 5-11 240 12/27/1970 Jason White T 6-5 327 
eS Torrie Griffin OT 6-5 275 Neil O'Donnell QB 6-3 228 1/3/1966 — Jerard White OB 6-1 204 
Gerald Harris WR 5-11 186 — 9/23/1977 — Benji Olson G 6-3 35 6/5/1975 Frank Wycheck TE 6-3 250 10/14/1971 
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Can You Answer These Questions? 


Which AFC team is 7-3 ATS at home in the Which '90's Super Bowl winner is 1-11 ATS at 
September heat? home off a SU home loss? 

Who is the NFL's best home underdog with a 26- Which NFC team is 3-17 ATS their last 20 
5 ATS mark? December road games? 

What AFC team is 1-8 in "Pickem" games? Which '98 conference championship game host 
What AFC Central rivalry has unexpectedly gone as compiled a 14-4 ATS mark as a home dog? 
under the total 6 of 8 times? Which NFC team is 9-2 ATS the week after a bye? 
Which AFC West team is 17-5 ATS at home Which'90's Super Bowl Champion is 3-9 ATS as 
versus the NFC? a favorite vs the NFC East? 


Answers In The 2000 Pro Football Scorebook 


kk kkk & ALL QUESTIONS ARE VERSUS THE LAS VEGAS SPREAD kx&xkxxwx 


The Nation's #1 Scorebook With A Guarantee!! 


The 2000 PRO FOOTBALL Scorebook is the most informative book of its kind on the market today. If 
you DO NOT agree with this statement after your purchase we offer you a full money back guarantee. 


This Book Also Contains... 
2000 MONDAY NIGHT AWESOME ANGLE SECTION 


Over 100 WINNING ANGLES just like the ones 
above. Combined record - over 83%! 


SUPER SYSTEM SECTION 
Winning Systems that will expand your handicapping arsenal! 


2000 WORKSHEETS FOR EVERY NFL TEAM 


LAST 23 YEARS RESULTS 

Game by Game for ALL 31 NFL Teams 
PRESEASON SECTION PRO PLAYOFF | = MONDAY NIGHT SECTION 
If it has to do with Preseason Football SECTION All the Monday Night Info you Need!!! 


and the pointspread, IT'S IN THERE! Become an expert on the 


NFL Playoffs! 12 YEAR SPREAD RECORDS 


In 22 categories YEAR BY YEAR 
MUCH, MUCH MORE!!! OVER 335 PAGES A for all 31 NFL Teams 


The Book the Experts Cannot Do Without! 


Ol enclose $34.95 for my 2000 Pro Football 
Scorebook. Address 


1 enclose $ for. copies of the 2000 City 


Pro Football Scorebook at $29.95 each. State 
(Must order 2 or more for $29.95 price.) 


CALL 1-800-654-3448 0R... Phone (_)______ 
Noe MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: [| Check or Money Order (MC/Visa/AMEX 
p-—/2'\ NORTHCOAST SPORTS SERVICE Card # 
fers P.O. BOX 35126 Exp. Date 
ees CLEVELAND, OH 44135 Signature 


“14-2, Ist in AFC Central 


1999 Team Statistics 
WEAVG. PERGAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


248 | 2709 903 


iS POINTS | 


180.6 136 


USH SS) PO 


349.1 130.7 218.4 
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Running Back FRED TAYLOR 


Projected 2000 Lintup | 
DEFENSE 

3) Renaldo Wynn (4) 
Gary Walker (6) 

U8 Seth Payne (4) 

3 Tony Brackens (5) 

3 Lonnie Marts (11) 
Hardy Nickerson (14) 

LL) Kevin Hardy (5) 
Fernando Bryant (2) 

‘n:3 Aaron Beasley (5) 

i} Fred Taylor (3) \¥ Donovin Darius (3) 

'3:) Daimon Shelton (4) 3) Carnell Lake (12) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Mike Hollis (6) U8) Reggie Barlow (5) 
i) Bryan Barker (11 Pr 


Reggie Barlow (5 


41) Jimmy Smith (8) 
Tony Boselli (6) 
Ben Coleman (8) 
John Wade (3) 

uit) Zach Wiegert (6) 
Leon Searcy (9) 

iia) Kyle Brady (6) 
Keenan McCardell (9) 

U!:) Mark Brunell (8) 


HEAD COACH 


TOM COUGHLIN 


SSADIUNI 
ALLTEL STADIUM (73,000 cap.) 


| | 
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AFC CENTRAL Jacksonville Jaguars 


= Amore consistent offense could wrap it 


The Jaguars have had major accomplish- 
ments in their five years of existence. They 
have been a playoff team four of those years. 
Last year, they posted a tremendous 14-2 
record, and won the AFC Central Division 
championship. They crushed Miami, 62-7, 
in a playoff game. Their only problem—and 
it still appears to loom large—is their neme- 
sis, the Tennessee Titans. 

The Jaguars lost three times to the Titans 
last year— twice in the regular season, once 
in the AFC Championship game. 

The championship game was a thrashing 
from the Titans on the Jaguars’ home turf. “I 
still think we're the better team,” said run- 
ning back Fred Taylor. Okay, sure. 

Despite their inability to beat Tennessee, 
the Jaguars are still a high-quality football 
team, certainly capable of being a Super 
Bowl contender. Coach Tom Coughlin signs 
off on the football and personnel decisions, 
so this is really his team all the way. His 
strongly disciplined approach has built the 
Jags from the nascent expansion years into a 
formidable team. 

He usually addresses deficiencies head on. 
Last year, the team went out and corralled 
Dom Capers to run their defense, and the 
improvement was dramatic. The team fin- 
ished fourth in the league in total defense, 
with a 273.2 yards per game average. On the 
offensive side of things, it was fuzzier. The 
Jags lost offensive coordinator Chris Palmer 
to the head coaching position of the new 
Browns, so Coughlin took over the play call- 
ing. Critics noted that the Jaguars were 
somewhat tame when it came to moving the 
ball and scoring. 

They did look sluggish. In playoff games 
they showed bursts of explosiveness, then 
would inevitably falter. Palmer was sorely 
missed. Unless the offense gets more consis- 
tent this season, the Jaguars seem doomed to 
fall short again of reaching the Super Bowl. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


The Jaguars’ offense centers around the 
pass-catching abilities of Jimmy Smith and 
Keenan McCardell. The duo combined for 
194 receptions last season. 

Most fans are aware of the Cinderella 
story of Rams’ quarterback, Kurt Warner, 
who rose from obscurity to the top of the 
football world. But most are not aware of the 
almost equally improbable rise of Smith. 

Smith, the Jaguars’ leading receiver, had 
an astonishing season with 116 receptions 
for 1,636 yards and six touchdowns. He was 
a free agent signee who years ago bounced 
from team to team then was out of the 
league for two years. He has size (6-1, 207), 
speed, and enough moves to make the big 
plays. 

On the other side is McCardell (78 catch- 
es, 11.4 yards avg.), another player from 


humble beginnings who has steadily grown 
into a dangerous receiver. McCardell has a 
penchant for catching the tough ones over 
the middle, yet he has the speed necessary to 
break out of traffic for a long gain. 

Tight end Kyle Brady, with 32 receptions, 
has not produced as well as the Jaguars had 
hoped. He needs to become a more complete 
player as his pass-catching skills are not real- 
ly up to Jacksonville’s standards. 

Backup tight end Damon Jones (19 recep- 
tions) may push Brady for a starting berth. 
Reggie Barlow, Alvis Whitted and Lenzie 
Jackson are backups at wideout, but none 
can expect to get much playing time behind 
Smith and McCardell. 


The Jaguars’ line starts with left tackle 
Tony Boselli, the best offensive lineman in 
the NFL. After being injured at the end of 
last season, there is some question whether 
Boselli will even be ready for all (or part) of 
this year. When he regains full health, the 6- 
7, 325-pounder should continue his mastery 
of the position. His footwork is wonderful, 
with the type of quickness and agility seen 
in players weighing far less. Boselli also has 
the power to crush people in the running 
game. Whether he pancakes some pass rush- 
er or stampedes a defender to open holes for 
his running backs, Boselli plays with an 
intensity and a precision that is revered by 
other linemen. 

Leon Searcy at right tackle excels at run- 
blocking and has improved his pass-blocking 
skills. He plays with injuries when neces- 
sary, and does so with the same relentless- 
ness that characterizes Boselli’s approach. 

Zach Wiegert at right guard is a finesse 
player who needs to improve his run-block- 
ing and left guard Ben Coleman will be a 
starter for the first time, replacing Rich 
Tylski who signed with Pittsburgh as a free 
agent. Center John Wade, 6-5, 294, played 
better than expected, but also needs to 
improve. If Boselli cannot play, there could 
be serious problems as he has a tendency to 
make players around him better. 


n 


Mark Brunell has been one of the top 
NFL quarterbacks for several years now. His 
renowned ability to scramble, throw on the 
run, and fire his left-handed bullets to Smith 
and McCardell have made him someone to 
respect. He has often rallied the Jaguars 
when they've not otherwise played well, and 
he’s capable of providing enough offensive 
fireworks to break open a game. Last season 


he threw for 3,060 yards and 14 touchdowns 
while being intercepted only nine times. 
There is no question Brunell functions 
better in a wide-open offense. Coach Tom 
Coughlin’s decision to go with a ball-control 
type of offense on several occasions last year 
limited Brunell’s effectiveness. He's also 
been injured a lot in the past and his mobili- 
ty is not quite what it used to be. He also 


Quarterback MARK BRUNELL 


needs to show better leadership and deci- 
sion-making in the postseason. 

Jamie Martin, who played for Cleveland 
last year, returns to Jacksonville as the No. 2 
quarterback. He replaces Jay Fiedler, who 
signed with Miami as a free agent. Jonathan 
Quinn is the third quarterback. 


Running Backs 


Fred Taylor enters only his third season 
with a chance to be one of the more produc- 
tive runners in the game. Although injured 
for part of last season, he was still the team’s 
leading rusher with 732 yards and six touch- 
downs. At 6-0, 225, he has very quick feet 
along with power, so is a rare inside/outside 
runner. He’s not a very accomplished receiv- 
er (10 catches), although he is slowly getting 
better at that part of the game. The Jaguars 
have to hope Taylor will hold up under the 
demanding load as James Stewart, who filled 
in nicely for Taylor last year, is gone to 
Detroit. 

Tavian Banks, who has breakaway speed, 
may replace Stewart as Taylor’s fill-in and 
the Jaguars may lean on 250-pound fullback 
Daimon Shelton to carry the ball more. Used 
almost exclusively as a blocker, Shelton had 
only one carry last season. 
fF RATING FRAY 


Regarded as the weak spot of the Jaguars’ 
defense, the line played better than expected 
last season, The Jaguars got a big year out of 
Tony Brackens, the pass-rushing right end 
(12 sacks) who became a free agent. 
Brackens has shown the potential to be a 
great player. He has size, speed and quick- 
ness; but his enthusiasm—he doesn’t always 
play at a high level—has been questioned. 
He's also been injured, which held him back. 
He may never be a great player against the 
run; or someone who anchors a line with 
steady play and then makes great plays on 
top of that. But for stretches he can do great 
things: pressure the passers, cause fumbles 
in the run game and mess up opponents’ 
blocking. 

Left end Renaldo Wynn and tackles Gary 
Walker and Seth Payne round out the front 
four. Wynn improved last year and Walker 
had 10 sacks from the inside position. Payne 
is a support-type player. Veteran Joel 
Smeenge backs up at end and may start in 
place of Wynn, while Chris White also pro- 
vides backup support at the end position. 
There is better depth at tackle where 
Emarlos Leroy, Larry Smith and Kevin 
Landolt await chances to spell Payne and 
Walker. 


The Jaguars have a new man in the mid- 
dle and he comes with a glowing reputa- 
tion—as well as a lot of mileage. Hardy 
Nickerson, a 15-year NFL veteran, signed 
with the Jaguars as a free agent and brings to 
the position aggressiveness, intelligence and 
experience. Nickerson played last season 
with Tampa Bay, which had one of the top 
defenses in the league. 

Nickerson will be flanked by Kevin Hardy 
on weak side and Lonnie Marts on the 
strong side. Critics chided the Jaguars for 
moving Hardy to weak side linebacker two 
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AFC CENTRAL Jacksonville Jaguars 


WK DATE 
Sent. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
10 Nov.5 
11 Nov. 12 
12 Nov. 19 
13 Nov. 26 
14 Dec.3 
15 Dec. 10 
Dec. 17 
Dec. 23 
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2000 Schedule 


OPPONENT 

at Cleveland Browns 
at Baltimore Ravens 
Cincinnati Bengals 
at Indianapolis Colts 
Pittsburgh Steelers 
Baltimore Ravens 

at Tennessee Titans 
Washington Redskins 
at Dallas Cowboys 
Bye Week 

Seattle Seahawks 

at Pittsburgh Steelers 
Tennessee Titans 
Cleveland Browns 
Arizona Cardinals 

at Cincinnati Bengals 
at New York Giants 


TIME 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 


1:00 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
12:30 p.m. 
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Wide Receiver KEENAN McCARDELL 


PLAYER 
Mark Baniewicz 
Tayian Banks 


POS WT 
T 303 
RB 208 


Bryan Barker P 6-2 199 
Reggie Barlow WR 6-1 186 
James Battle WR 6-2 200 
Aaron Beasley DB 6-1 «195 
Trevor Bollers RB 6-1 260 
Tony Boselli T 6-7 319 
Brant Boyer LB 6-1 = 232 
Tony Brackens DE 6-4 257 
Kyle Brady TE 6-6 274 
Mark Brunell QB 6-1 216 
Fernando Bryant OB 5-10 174 
Chester Burnett LB 5-10 238 
Anthony Cesario G 6-5 311 
Corey Chamblin DB 5-10 188 
Brandon Christenson TE 6-1 249 
Joey Chustz T 6-7 317 
Danny Clark LB 6-2 «244 
Ben Coleman G 6-5 323 
Leroy Collins RB 5-11 200 
Jason Craft DB 5-10 178 
Eric Curry DE 6-6 277 
Donovin Darius DB 6-1 212 
Todd Fordham G 6-5 303 
Rich Griffith TE 6-5 260 
Kevin Hardy (Bo 6-4 = 247 
Mike Hollis K 5-7 178 


REY 


BORN 
3/24/1977 
2/17/1974 
6/28/1964 
1/22/1973 

6/8/1976 
1/1/1973 
9/24/1974 
ANTNS72 
6/27/1971 
12/26/1974 
1/14/1972 
9/17/1970 
3/26/1977 
4/15/1975 
7/19/1976 
5/29/1977 
5/10/1977 
1/18/1977 


5/18/1971 
4/5/1976 
2/13/1976 
2/3/1970 
8/12/1975 
10/9/1973 
1/31/1969 
1/24/1973 
5/3/1972 


years ago, but he has performed brilliantly. 
Last season he had 75 tackles and 10.5 
sacks, At 6-4, 250, he is a fast, aggressive 
player who is a perennial Pro Bowl candi- 
date. 

Bryan Schwartz will back up Nickerson 
with Corey Terry and Brant Boyer (4 sacks) 
providing reserve strength on the outside. 
Brandon Southward and Chester Burnett 
may be in the outside mix, too. 


RATING 
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Defensive Backs 


Carnell Lake, 33, is still the leader of this 
secondary. A cornerback during his years 
with Pittsburgh, Lake has played free safety 
for the Jaguars and is still a playmaker with 
marvelous instincts. There has been some 
speculation that the Jaguars may move Lake 
to strong safety, which is regarded as his 
best position, but Donovin Karius (4 inter- 
ceptions) performed well there last season 
and is strong against the run (61 tackles). 

The two corners, Fernando Bryant and 
Aaron Beasley, are different types of players. 
Bryant is small and fast, where Beasley is a 
savvy player without great speed. Beasley 
picked off six passes, however. Corey 
Chamblin and Jason Craft are the key 
reserves at this position. Blaine McElmurry, 
Rayna Stewart and Mike Logan can fill the 
safety positions, if needed. 

The Jaguars, though improved in the sec- 
ondary, still don’t have the complete players 
needed to field a dominating unit. Each of 
their starters has some glaring deficiency, 
and the mix of having to play Lake out of 
position weakens the team. 


_ 2000 Team Roster 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Chris Howard RB 5-10 226 5/5/1975 
Steve Ingram G 6-4 315 5/8/1971 
Lenzie Jackson WR 6-1 187 = 6/17/1977 
Damon Jones TE 6-5 266 9/18/1974 
David Kempfert C 6-3 296 5/11/1974 
Carnell Lake DB 6-1 207 ~=7/15/1967 
Kevin Landolt OT 6-4 298 10/25/1975 
Emarlos Leroy OT 6-1 310 7/31/1975 
Zebbie Lethridge OB 6-1 201 =1/31/1975 
Steve Lindsey K 6-1 176 11/25/1974 
Mike Logan OB 6-1 211 9/15/1974 
Stacey Mack RB 6-1 237 6/26/1975 
Jamie Martin QB 6-2 206 2/8/1970 
Lonnie Marts LB 6-2) 246 ~—«11/10/1968 
Keenan McCardell WR 6-1 185 1/6/1970 
Blaine McElmurry DB 6-1 192 10/23/1973 
Tom McManus LB 6-2 252 7/30/1970 
Brad Meester C 6-3 292 

Rob Meier OT 6-5 282 8/29/1977 
Dee Moronkola DB 5-8 192 TA/977 
Quentin Neujahr C 6-4 294 1/30/1971 
Jason Nevadomsky LB. 6-2) «240 ~——s*11/8/1975 
Hardy Nickerson LB 6-2) 236 9/1/1965 
Bryce Paup LB 6-5 250 2/29/1968 
Seth Payne DT 6-4 289 2/12/1975 
Kevin Peoples DB 6-2 210 7/28/1974 
Jonathan Quinn QB 6-6 240 2/27/1975 
Ryan Reilly OT 6-2 306 11/21/1977 


Special Teams 


Veterans Mike Hollis (31 for 38, 81.6% 
FG) and Bryan Barker (41.6 -yard avg.) hold 
down the placekicking and punting duties, 
respectively. Hollis does not have an overly 
potent leg—his long field goal was a 50- 
yarder—but he is usually accurate enough to 
be counted on not to blow the important 
kicks. Barker seems to have become merely 
consistent: his leg power appears to have 
diminished as he’s gotten older. The 36.9 
yard net average is a concern, but it’s reli- 
able enough not to often hurt the club’s field 
position. 

Returner Reggie Barlow’s speed and fear- 
lessness result in an occasional touchdown 
and produce solid averages in both kickoff 
returns (19 for a 20.8 yard average) and 
punt returns (10.9 yds., 1 TD). Coach 
Coughlin’s special teams are reflective of the 
kind of overall effort and attention to the lit- 
tle things he demands. 
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Coaching/Front Office 


Though Michael Huyghue mans the exec- 
utive part of the football operations, 
Coughlin is the de facto GM and personnel 
man. He carries the most weight with owner 
Wayne Weaver. The system has worked 
splendidly for the Jaguars so far. 

With the forces of the salary cap and free 
agency conspiring against winning teams, it 
could prove difficult to maintain upward 
progression, or even keep things at their cur- 
rent level. Yet for the present the Jaguars 
remain one of the teams to beat for the NFL 
championship. 


PLAYER POS Ht WT BORN 
Roderick Robinson QB 6-2 230 5/17/1976 
Bryan Schwartz LB 6-4) «255 ~—Ss«12/5/1971 
Leon Searcy T 6-4 315 12/21/1969 
Daimon Shelton RB 6-1 254 = 9/15/1972 
TJ. Slaughter LB 6-0) «234 ~=——2/20/1977 
Joel Smeenge 1B 6-6 = 265 4/1/1968 
Jimmy Smith WR 6-1 200 2/9/1969 
Larry Smith OT 6-5 282 12/4/1974 
Brandon Southward LB 6-4 249 12/3/1976 
R. Jay Soward WR 5-11 175 = 1/16/1978 
Rayna Stewart DB 5-10 198 6/18/1973 
Shyrone Stith RB 5-8 203 4/2/1978 
Erik Storz LB 6-2 240 6/24/1975 
Rahmaan Streater DE 6-5 263 4/23/1975 
Fred Taylor RB 6-1 227 ~—=—- 6/27/1976 
Corey Terry LB 6-3)—246 3/6/1976 
Eric Thomas € 6-3 282 11/5/1977 
Gunnard Twyner WR 5-10 183 7/14/1973 
John Wade C 6-5 294 1/25/1975 
John Waerig TE 6-2 254 4/8/1976 
Gary Walker DE 6-2 293 2/28/1973 
Chris White DE 6-3 285 9/28/1976 
Alvis Whitted WR 6-1 186 9/4/1974 
Zach Wiegert G 6-5 310 8/16/1972 
Kenneth Williams RB 6-1 «248 = 4/15/1977 
Renaldo Wynn DE 6-3 280 9/3/1974 
Donnie Young G6 6-3 315 11/17/1973 


Brian Billick, former offensive coordina- 
tor of the Minnesota Vikings, very nearly 
ended up as head coach of those new 
arrivals, the Cleveland Browns. Depending 
on whose spin you buy, either Billick or the 
Browns decided to look elsewhere. Billick 
ended up in Baltimore and, despite a rocky 
start, it appears the Ravens made the right 
move in hiring him. 

Billick was candid from day one about the 
lack of offensive talent on this team. And he 
knows plenty about offense, especially the 
passing game. The Ravens had trouble 
mounting a consistent attack and their quar- 
terback situation, which Billick also criti- 
cized, didn’t look good. 

Billick found Scott Mitchell (who’s since 
signed with Cincinnati) and then Stoney 
Case deficient in too many categories. He 
turned instead to Tony Banks and the 
Ravens began to win, They drubbed the 
reborn Browns in Cleveland’s shiny new sta- 
dium, 41-9, then thrashed eventual AFC 
Champion Tennessee, 41-14, en route to a 6- 
3 record over the final nine games of the sea- 
son. This was clearly a team on a move 
upwards. 

Yet, as the 2000 season approaches the 
Ravens’ offense is suddenly unsettled. There 
is a quarterback controversy brewing and 
the club needs to find a replacement for run- 
ning back Errict Rhett, who bolted to the 
Browns as a free agent. 

The uncertainty at quarterback has been 


triggered by the club’s offseason signing of 


free agent Trent Dilfer, who played last year 
with Tampa Bay. The Ravens have appar- 
ently soured on Banks because of his pen- 
chant for fumbling in crucial situations. 
While Banks has a great arm and big play 
capability, he is often careless with the foot- 
ball. He can pass his team into the lead then 
will inexplicably lose the ball on a fumble. 


However, he does bring a dimension of 


mobility to the position, which Dilfer does 
not, 

The situation at running back is more 
complicated because there is no one left on 
the team with Rhett’s experience. Baltimore 
drafted speedy Jamal Lewis in hopes that he 
will be the answer, but if he can’t do the job 
the Ravens are left only with Priest Holmes 
to fill the slot. 

Right now only the receiving corps and 
the line are in place on offense for next sea- 
son, The signing of tight end Shannon 
Sharpe has improved the receiving corps and 
the line still ranks among the best in the 
division. 

But, for the Ravens to have a shot at mak- 
ing the playoffs they must get better on 
offense than they appear to be right now, 
The club has a strong defense, despite the 
expected loss of middle linebacker Ray 
Lewis, but it’s not enough to carry the team 
over the long haul. 


Lewis trial, poor offense spells trouble 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


Shannon Sharpe (23 receptions for a 9.7 
yard average in an injury-marred season), 
brings much more than his chiseled 
physique to Baltimore. He is a tight end who 
can not only run the patterns, but also 
brings the abilities of a modified wide receiv- 
er to the attack. While his speed is no longer 
great, Sharpe can still catch the ball and he is 
difficult for most linebackers and even many 
safeties to handle. He can block adequately, 
too, which should help the Ravens’ running 
game. The Ravens, under Billick, intend to 
become a passing team more than a running 
team and a healthy Sharpe will figure might- 
ily in this plan. 

There is a huge dropoff after Sharpe, 
though. Lovett Purnell, Greg Delong and Aj 
Ofodile are below average. 

Patrick Johnson and Qadry Ismail are the 
starters at the wide receiver spots, with 


Jermaine Lewis serving as the No. 1 backup. 
Johnson, a young player with speed and 


potential, needs to become more consistent 
but did average an eye-opening 18.1 yards 
per catch last season. Ismail had a solid sea- 
son with 68 receptions for 1,105 yards and 
six touchdowns. Lewis, a scintillating kick 
returner, has big play possibilities because of 
his speed and is dangerous in the open field. 

Justin Armour (37 receptions) is a tall pos- 
session receiver who has good hands and 
runs good patterns. When he is on the field, 
he provides a better blend with either 


Johnson or Lewis. Reserves Billy Davis and 


Brandon Stokely round out this group. 


4.5 


The Ravens’ offensive line is a mixed 
batch of very good, very average, and very 
unproductive. The very good is Jonathan 
Ogden, who is second only to Tony Boselli 
as an offensive tackle. Ogden is big (6-8, 
325), mobile, has fine technique, and last 
year played better than the previous season 
by becoming more aggressive. He is a partic- 
ularly good pass protector, with quick feet, 
excellent balance, and the right instincts on 
how to apply his technique. However, in the 
past he has slipped in the run game by not 
crunching people. 

The other tackle is veteran Harry Swayne, 
who came over from Denver. Swayne doesn’t 
have the physical ability he had in his prime, 
but he is a cagey player. The Ravens signed 
tackle Kipp Vickers from the Redskins, a 
hungry young player, and they also grabbed 
free agent Orlando Bobo from the Browns. 
Sammy Williams and Spencer Folau are in 
reserve. Jeff Mitchell is a decent center, with 
backup Mike Flynn as insurance. 


6.5 


Uke lites 
8-8, 3rd in AFC Central 


1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GANE 


298.6 109.6 189.0 20.3 | 2639 769 1869 17.3 


Quarterback TONY BANKS ~ 
Proecten 2000 tineun 


\""):] Jermaine Lewis (5) His) Rob Burnett (11) 


Jonathan Ogden (5) Larry Webster (8) 
[E9] James Atkins (7) } Tony Siragusa (10) 
Jeff Mitchell (4) Michael McCrary (8) 
1S) Edwin Mulitalo (2) 1:3 Peter Boulware (4) 
Harry Swayne (14) Ray Lewis (5) 
fii] Shannon Sharpe (11) (§0%:)] Jamie Sharper (4) 
Qadry Ismail (7) Chris McAlister (2) 
{1} Tony Banks (5) Duane Starks (3) 


Priest Holmes (4) Kim Herring (4) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


© Matt Stover (11) HG) Corey Harris (8) 
Kyle Richardson (4) Jermaine Lewis (4) 
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So, who will it be, Banks or Dilfer? Banks 
rescued the quarterback situation from dis- 
aster last season. Billick was so frustrated 
with Banks’ preseason play that he wanted 
to release him, but necessity and Banks’ will- 
ingness to hang on became pivotal in the 
Ravens’ second-half of the season surge. He 
stopped making as many mistakes, and was 
able to take advantage of both his deep-pass 
skills and some newfound accuracy in the 
short passing game. 

Dilfer has a decent arm, but he had a lot of 
trouble in Tampa Bay with leadership, run- 
ning the offense, and sometimes simply 
throwing the ball. Billick, a noted quarter- 
back guru, hopes to straighten him out, and 
the feeling is Dilfer will be the starter as the 
team enters the second half. 

Stoney Case, who failed in a starting role 
last season after taking over for Scott 
Mitchell, will most likely be the No. 3 quar- 
terback. Mitchell is now with Cincinnati. 


5.5 | 
Running Backs 


Though Errict Rhett ran for 852 yards 
last year, Priest Holmes regained the starting 
tailback spot at year’s end due to Rhett’s 
injury. The Ravens didn’t seem interested in 
retaining Rhett, nor were they sold on 
Holmes (506 yards, 5.7 yard average) or 
eternal backup Jay Graham. Instead they 
drafted Jamal Lewis , who will be given 
every opportunity to become the No. 1 run- 
ning back.. 

Holmes has shown flashes of ability, with 
some big yardage games in the last couple of 
years. He has speed, and his 5-9, 205-pound 
frame makes him an effective blocker with 
good leverage when he’s not carrying the 
ball. The knock on Holmes is that he gets 
most of his yardage against poor opposition, 
and that he doesn’t have much stamina for 
the long haul. 

Graham isn’t a bad backup, but doesn’t 
appear to have the ability to develop into 
anything more. Charles Evans, a blocking 
fullback who came over from Minnesota, 
was a good addition; but there is little depth 
at that spot unless Obafemi Ayanbadejo or 
Tony Vinson develop. 


5.0 


This is an area that has really improved. 
While the linebacking crew is still the core 
of the defense, the defensive line has become 
a solid, consistent force. Led by pass-rushing 
end Michael McCrary, the Ravens are able 
to put plenty of pressure on opposing quar- 
terbacks. McCrary (12 sacks) is very quick 
and brings a lot of energy, if not great speed, 
to the position. Rob Burnett on the other 
side is solid (39 tackles, 6 sacks), but not as 
quick as he once was. Keith Washington in 
reserve shows promise, along with Fernando 
Smith and Marques Douglas. 

The tackles, Tony Siragusa and Larry 
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Wide Receiver QADRY ISMAIL 


Webster, are hard-working, lunch-bucket 
types, who complement the ends very well. 
Siragusa is more of a nose tackle type, a 
squat player who can control that limited 
area in the middle (he had 34 tackles). 
Unfortunately, Webster faces another sus- 
pension for substance abuse. Behind 
Webster (or replacing him) and Siragusa are 
Martin Chase and Lional Dalton—both of 
whom are young, powerful, and potential 
starters one day. 


6.5 


Ray Lewis is facing a murder indictment 
for his involvement in the slaying of his girl 
friend, and his loss to the team is incalcula- 
ble. One of the best middle linebackers in the 
game, Lewis was also the leader of the 
Ravens’ defense. Lewis made a staggering 
132 tackles, had four sacks and intercepted 
three passes last season, but his value was 
even greater than his statistics. He is irre- 
placeable, although Tyrell Peters will proba- 
bly take over at the position. How the Lewis 


situation will affect overall team morale is 
another, even larger question. 

Club owner Art Modell believes Lewis’ 
not guilty plea and has stood by him. There 
may be an effort to get him out on $1-mil- 
lion bail, especially if the trial is delayed 
until November. 

Peter Boulware, who had 32 tackles and 
nine sacks, is a hybrid end/linebacker pass 
rusher who plays the run better each year. He 
brings an active, mobile presence to the out- 
side. More spectacular at times than Lewis, 
Boulware may have to do even more this year. 
Jamie Sharper on the other side is steady (70 
tackles, 4 sacks), and he also may have to play 
at a higher level this year. Cornell Brown 
and Brad Jackson back up on the outside. 


a] 7.5 | 
Defensive Backs 


The switch of Ron Woodson to free safety 
vastly improved the Ravens’ secondary last 
season. Making use of his experience and 
instincts, he picked off seven passes and 
made 54 tackles. He appears to have some- 
thing left in this role, which has liberated him 
from straight coverages and put his defen- 
sive quarterbacking skills in the limelight. 

Strong safety Kim Herring (48 tackles) 
returns to bolster the deep secondary and the 
corners will be manned by Duane Starks and 
Chris McAlister, both of whom are young 
and have plenty of speed and excellent cov- 
erage ability. Each intercepted five passes 
last season. This duo could give the Ravens 
a chance to play press coverage on the out- 
side as part of their base defense this year. 

The Ravens lost backup corner DeRon 
Jenkins to free agency (San Diego), but 
they’ve signed Robert Bailey, who played 
last season with Detroit, to replace him. 


Sam Adams 300 = 6/13/1973 
DeJuan Alfonzo OB 6-0 205 1/2/1977 
Justin Armour WR 6-4 215 1/1/1973 
Robert Arnaud RB 5-11 206 10/3/1976 
James Atkins T 6-6 330 = 1/28/1970 
Obafemi Ayanbadejo RB 6-2 235 3/5/1975 
Robert Bailey DB 5-10 182 9/3/1968 
Tony Banks QB 6-4 225 4/5/1973 
Orlando Bobo G 6-3 299 2/9/1974 
Peter Boulware LB 6-4 «=. 255 = 12/18/1974 
Jason Brookins RB 6-2 225 1/5/1976 
Cornell Brown LB 6-1) = 240) 3/15/1975 
Rob Burnett DE 6-4 270 8/27/1967 
David Camacho T 6-7 320 9/5/1976 
Stoney Case QB «6-3 «201 W/I/N972 
Martin Chase DT 6-2 310 12/19/1974 
Lloyd Clemons RB 5-11 207 5/29/1976 
Ryan Collins TE 6-6 259 11/1/1975 
Lionel Dalton OT 6-1 320 2/21/1975 
Billy Davis WR 6-1 = 205 1/6/1972 
Greg DeLong TE 6-4 255 4/3/1973 
Damon Denson G 6-4 310 2/8/1975 
Trent Dilfer QB 6-4 229 3/13/1972 
Marques Douglas DT 6-2 270 3/5/1977 
Chuck Evans RB 6-1 245 4/16/1967 
Mike Flynn G 6-3 295 6/15/1974 
Spencer Folau T 6-5 300 4/5/1973 
Jay Graham RB 5-11. 215 =—-7/14/1975 
Corey Harris OB 5-11 200 10/25/1969 


Bailey will also be the nickel back. 

Corey Harris and Anthony Poindexter are 
the backup safeties and James Trapp will fill 
in at cornerback. 


5.0 


special Teams 


The Ravens kept placekicker Matt Stover, 
even though he struggles through difficult 
slumps where his accuracy completely 
deserts him. Whether Stover is able to 
improve, it’s clear the team has seen every- 
thing he has to offer in terms of leg power, 

Kyle Richardson provides steady punting 
with a 42.3-yard average, but the net of 35 
yards per kick is of concern. 

Jermaine Lewis, who has terrific speed 
and elusiveness, has previously been an 
effective punt returner, but struggled last 
season. Kickoff returner Corey Harris is fair- 
ly able, and the coverage teams have some 
capable people, led by Bennie Thompson. 


4.0 | 
Coaching/Front Office 


Brian Billick is a talented coach and a 
very good fit in the Ravens’ organization. 
Billick needs to build on his success, and will 
rely on player personnel director Ozzie 
Newsome to get the necessary talent he 
needs. Newsome’s done a pretty good job so 
far with sound advice from college scouting 
director Phil Savage. 

Owner Art Modell is not a good football 
man, nor is he a good businessman. Yet the 
deal he made to sell part of the club and 
crawl out from massive debt should help the 
Ravens prosper in the near future. 


6.5 | 
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Kim Herring 6 200 = =©9/10/1975 
Priest Holmes RB 5-9 205 10/7/1973 
Don Icsman P 6-1 205 12/5/1972 
Qadry Ismail WR 6-1 200 11/8/1970 
Brad Jackson LB 6-1) =«230)=— 1/11/1975 
Pat Johnson WR 5-10 180 8/10/1976 
John Jones TE 6-4 240 4/4/1975 
Kenny Kelly OB 5-11 207 ~=12/7/1977 
Jamal Lewis RB 6-0 225 8/28/1979 
Jermaine Lewis WR 5-7 175 10/16/1974 
Ray Lewis LB G-1— 245) 5/15/1975 
Clarence Love DB 5-10 181 6/16/1976 
Curtice MacFarlane G 6-4 310 11/4/1974 
Chris McAlister DB 6-1 206 6/14/1977 
Michael McCrary DE 6-4 260 1/1/1970 
Dan McGuire K 5-9 201 6/19/1973 
Richard Mercier G 6-2 292 5/13/1975 
Anthony Mitchell DB 6-1 211 12/13/1974 
Jeff Mitchell C 6-4 300 1/29/1974 
Edwin Mulitalo G 6-3 340 9/1/1974 
Marcus Nash WR 6-3 195 2/1/1976 
Kendrick Nord WR 6-2 210 4/28/1972 
AJ. Ofodile TE 6-6 260 10/9/1973 
Jonathan Ogden T 6-8 335 7/31/1974 
Rod Payne C 6-4 305 6/14/1974 
Tyrell Peters 1B 6-1 235 8/4/1974 
Anthony Poindexter DB 6-1 210 7/28/1976 
Charles Preston DE 6-5 270 4/19/1975 
Chris Redman QB 6-3 225 1/1977 


1 

2 

3 Sept. 17 
4 Sept. 24 
5 Oct. 1 

6 Oct.8 

7 “Oct. 15 
8 Oct. 22 
9 = Oct. 29 
10 Nov.5 
11 Nov. 12 
12. Nov. 19 
13 Nov. 26 
14 Dec.3 
15 Dec. 10 
16 Dec. 17 


2000 schedule 


OPPONENT 

at Pittsburgh Steelers 
Jacksonville Jaguars 
at Miami Dolphins 
Cincinnati Bengals 
at Cleveland Browns 
at Jacksonville Jaguars 
at Washington Redskins 
Tennessee Titans 
Pittsburgh Steelers 

at Cincinnati Bengals 
at Tennessee Titans 
Dallas Cowboys 
Cleveland Browns 

Bye Week 

San Diego Chargers 

at Arizona Cardinals 


New York Jets 
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Free Safety ROD WOODSON 


Kyle Richardson 210 
Dan Robinson QB 6-4 213 
Shannon Sharpe TE 6-2 230 
Jamie Sharper LB 6-3 =. 240 
Tony Siragusa NT 6-3 340 
Jermaine Smith DB 5-11 195 
Dennis Stallings LB 6-1 9240 
Duane Starks DB 5-10 170 
Brandon Stokley WR 5-11 197 
Natt Stover K 5-11 178 
Harry Swayne T 6-§ 295 
Travis Taylor WR 6-1 203 
Adalius Thomas DE 6-2 256 
Bennie Thompson DB 6-1 220 
Germany Thompson WR 6-2 208 
James Trapp DB 6-1 190 
Kipp Vickers T 6-2 298 
Tony Vinson RB 6-1 229 
Frank Wainright TE 6-2 255 
Keith Washington DE 6-4 270 
Lynde Washington DOB 5-9 180 
Larry Webster OT 6-5 305 
Calvin Wilkinson LB 6-3 = 230 
Sammy Williams T 6-5 318 
Ben Wittman LB 6-1 = 242 
Cedric Woodard DE 6-2 290 
Rod Woodson DB 6-1 205 


3/2/1973 
5/6/1974 
6/26/1968 
11/23/1974 
5/14/1967 
11/10/1977 
5/25/1974 
5/23/1974 
6/23/1976 
1/27/1968 
2/2/1965 
3/30/1979 
8/18/1977 
2/10/1963 
9/12/1976 
12/28/1969 
8/27/1969 
S/13/1971 
10/10/1967 
12/18/1972 
1/1977 
1/18/1969 
5/5/1977 
12/14/1974 
8/10/1976 
9/5/1977 
3/10/1965 
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S99 RECO 
6-10, 4th in AFC Central 


1999 Team Statistics 


OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


304.6 


AFC CENTRAL Pittsburgh Steelers 


124.4 180.2 198 | 305.3 1224 1829 20.0 
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BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


| Troy Edwards (2) 
» Wayne Gandy (7) 
) ©) Alan Faneca (3) 
Dermontti Dawson (13) 
i Rich Tylski (5) 
/ Anthony Brown (6) 
“> Mark Bruener (6) 
Hines Ward (3) 
1) Kordell Stewart (6) 
Jerome Bettis (8) 


= Nolan Harrison (10) 
Kimo von Oelhoeffen (7) 
= Kevin Henry (8) 
Jason Gildon (7) 
Levon Kirkland (9) 
Earl Holmes (4) 
“* Joey Porter (2) 
Chad Scott (4) 
*:) Dewayne Washington (7) 
Lethon Flowers (6) 
"= Travis Davis (5) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


"Kris Brown (2) () Will Blackwell (4) 
Josh Miller (5 Troy Edwards (2) 


: Jon Whitman (5) 


HEAD COACH 


BILL COWHER 
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What has happened to this franchise? Forget 
about the Steel Curtain days. That’s ancient 
history. Pittsburgh fans would be happy to set- 
tle for a return to the “Slash” days, or the days 
when Neil O’Donnell got this team into the 
Super Bowl. Last year’s 6-10 record doesn’t 
even tell of the ugly demise of this team. The 
Steelers lost seven of eight, including six in a 
row, and often looked very bad in doing so. 

There were many subplots to the main 
drama, the most compelling of which was the 
baffling situation at quarterback. Kordell 
Stewart, whose play has gone dramatically 
downhill in recent years, was benched, and 
Mike Tomczak played the bulk of the second 
half of the season. Head coach Bill Cowher 
maintained he hadn't given up on Stewart and 
that Stewart would challenge this year for the 
starting job. 

There were more interesting machinations 
that had to do with Cowher. It’s an open secret 
that over the years the Steelers have had an 
erosion of talent via free agency, due to their 
tight budget and financial constraints. They 
hope to remedy that with a new stadium—set 
to open in August of 2001—and that has 
become the universal financial answer for 
everything that ails any pro franchise. In addi- 
tion to the lack of cash, it was an open secret 
that Cowher and former personnel director 
Tom Donahoe never saw eye to eye. Donahoe, 
by most football observers’ accounts, did an 
excellent job of providing a stream of players 
who kept the Steelers winning, despite their 
lack of money to throw around in the free 
agent market. After the season, in what 
appeared to be a power play, Cowher all but 
faced down owner Dan Rooney. 

All we know is that Donahoe is out. 
Donahoe has since tried to work as a consul- 
tant for the Dolphins in the offseason, though 
the Steelers blocked that. He has been replaced 
by Kevin Colbert from the Lions, a Pittsburgh 
native, With whom apparently Cowher is 
already more comfortable, Colbert has signed 
quarterback Kent Graham from the Giants, and 
Tomezak has gone to Detroit. Will Stewart be 
starting this year? Does Cowher want to get 
rid of him? Rooney openly said that Stewart 
was still heavily in the Steelers’ plans. 

The team is not bereft of personnel. They 
have Jerome “The Bus” Bettis, at running back, 
an outstanding linebacker in Levon Kirkland, a 
perennial wonder at center in Dermontii 
Dawson and a bunch of good defensive players. 
They need to add people in the receiver slots 
and come up with a better offensive scheme. 

Cowher has been a good coach—tough, 
smart, resourceful. He has always, however, 
favored a conservative running game and 
defensive-minded football. He no longer has 
the personnel to play smashmouth football. 
The Steelers are are a lot closer to being pulled 
down by the Bengals and the Browns than they 
are to catching the Titans and Jaguars. 

It should be a telling year in the Steel City. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


The Steelers have a mix-and-match situation 
at receiver with Tony Edwards and Hines 
Ward as the starters. Edwards, a rookie last 


Same ol’ refrain: The Steel City Blues 


season, showed a lot of speed and potential big 
play ability. A potential gamebreaker, his 61 
catches tied Ward for the team lead. Ward has 
been a multi-purpose player who did some of 
everything in college, and finally blossomed as 
a pro. Seven of his receptions last year went for 
touchdowns. 

Courtney Hawkins, who was a free agent 
this spring, is a player who has often shown the 
ability to make tough catches and play the pos- 
session role, but he is never going to be the 
kind of burner that will make a passing offense 
go. Still, with his hands and toughness, the 
Steelers need to keep him in their receiving 
rotation, as he provided 39 receptions. Will 
Blackwell, with 20 receptions, has in the past 
looked ready to become a dangerous receiver 
and Bobby Shaw showed flashes of ability, with 
28 receptions, including three touchdowns, and 
a 13.8-yard average per catch. The Steelers are 
also intrigued by second-year man Malcolm 
Johnson. 

Mark Bruener is a tight end with good hands 
and is also a steady blocker, but the Steelers 
need to include him in the offense more, He 
had only 18 receptions last season and seems 
capable of much more. Jerame Tuman and 
Mitch Lyons are reserves at the position. 


4.0 


The Steelers used to be known for their for- 
midable offensive lines, and although this one 
is not bad, it’s nothing like their counterparts 
in the glory years. Center Dermontti Dawson is 
the anchor of the unit, but he is not quite the 
force he once was. Once upon a time he could 
run down field to put a crushing block on an 
opponent. Now he is not quite so able, but he 
makes up for that with great technique and 
know-how. Roger Duffy is an able backup, 

Alan Faneca, a physical player who is better 
at blocking in the rushing attack, and Rich 
Tylski, a free agent signee, are the starting 
guards. Tylski replaces Brenden Stai, who left 
as a free agent. The backups, Kris Farris and 
Shar Pourdanesh, have not established them- 
selves. 

The starting tackles are Wayne Gandy and 
Anthony Brown, with Jim Sweeney and Chris 
Conrad in reserve. The Steelers have high 
hopes for Conrad if he can bulk up his frame. 
In reserve are veterans Tom Myslinski and 
Larry Tharpe. 


5.0 


Quarterbacks 


The quarterback picture has been slightly 
altered with the addition of free agent Kent 
Graham. Graham, who has played with the 
Giants and the Cardinals, is someone who will 
not only back up capably, but could conceiv- 
ably push Stewart for the starting position. 
Graham's modest stats with the Giants includ- 
ed a 59% completion percentage for 1,697 
yards, nine touchdowns and nine intercep- 
tions. It would still seem the starting job is 


Stewart's to lose. He threw for 1,464 yards 
while completing 58.2% of his passes, includ- 
ing six for touchdowns. He was intercepted 10 
times. 

Stewart is still a gifted athlete who can move 
around in the pocket and make life miserable 
for opposing linemen. He has a terrific arm and 
a good head for the position, yet something has 
gone wrong in his development. 

Graham can run the kind of controlled con- 
servative offense Cowher prefers. He will take 
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Wide Receiver TROY EDWARDS 


over the starting job if Stewart falters early. 
The Steelers are also intrigued with Anthony 
Wright, who was largely the third quarterback 
last year. Like Stewart, he also is a well-round- 
ed athlete. 


4.0 


Running Backs 


Jerome Bettis is still “The Bus,” but maybe 


one of his tires has a slow leak. The 250-pound 
Bettis used to be able to carry the Steelers on 
his considerable legs, while he battered oppos- 
ing lines for the hard, necessary yards and 
more, Once in the secondary, Bettis, who has 
quick feet for a big man, ran around defenders 
for additional yards. For a time, there was real- 
ly nobody in the league like him. But Bettis has 
slowed down. Whether he’s wearing down a 
little or a lot might be decided this season, but 
his yards per carry (3.6 with 1,091 yards) and 
rushing output are down from past years. He 
still has the desire, but if his skills are diminish- 
ing the Steelers are going to need to supplement 
his running with someone else. 

An heir apparent to Bettis may be 5-11, 225- 
pound Richard Huntley, who averaged an 
amazing 6.1 yards per carry last season in a 
limited role. The Steelers are also high on 
Amos Zereoue, who has good speed and break- 
away speed to the outside. 

Jon Whitman returns as the starting full- 
back, but he is not the quality blocker needed to 
lead the way for Bettis, 
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Defensive Linemen 


Strong defensive lines have always been a 
trademark of the Steelers and this year’s unit is 
hard-working, although less talented than some 
of those of the past. Kevin Henry at right end, 
who plays hard and tough, despite his modest 
total of 24 tackles and a sack, has become a 
decent pass rusher and has been a good run 
stopper. Nolan Harrison on the other side is 
probably a better pass rusher than run stopper. 
The Steelers were counting on moving 
Orpheus Roye (5.5 sacks) into more of the 
action at end, but the hated Browns spirited 
him away in the free agent wars. Pittsburgh 
replaced him with free agent Chris Sullivan, 
formerly of the Patriots. Sullivan is a steady, 
hard-working player. Aaron Smith and Ernie 
Brown also back up at end. 

Pittsburgh signed Kimo von Oelhoffen, for- 
merly of the Bengals, to man one of the tackle 
spots. Joel Steed, the nose tackle, has been a 
stalwart against the run over the years but 
injuries made him less effective last year. 


Jeremy Staat plays behind Steed, but he does 


not provide the quality depth the Steelers need 
at this position. 


6.0 


RATING 


At 6-1 and 270 pounds, Levon Kirkland is 
one of the biggest linebackers in the league. 
Now the Steelers are hoping he can develop 
into one of the best. With his tremendous 
strength and surprising speed, he has been on 
the verge of being a standout in the league. Yet, 
although he managed a team-leading 95 tackles 
last season, he was not the dominant player he 
had been in previous years. The Steelers need 
him to return to his past form if they are to 
hold their own on defense. 

A return to previous form by Kirkland and 
the continued fine play by Jason Gildon (8.5 
sacks) on the outside would give the Steelers a 
formidable presence at the linebacking spot. 
Earl Holmes is another steady performer, who 
chipped in with 93 tackles last year. 

Of the backups, Mike Vrabel is the best, 
while Joey Porter and Chad Kelsey have some 
promise. Porter was a pass-rushing defensive 
end in college and could be a future starter. 
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1 Baltimore Ravens 1:00 p.m 
2 = Sept.10 Bye Week 

3 Sept.17 at Cleveland Browns 1:00 p.m 
4 Sept.24 Tennessee Titans 1:00 p.m 
5 = Oct.1 at Jacksonville Jaguars 1:00 p.m 
6 = Oct. 8 at New York Jets 1:00 p.m. 
7 =Oct.15 ~— Cincinnati Bengals 1:00 p.m 
8 Oct.22 Cleveland Browns 1:00 p.m 
9 Oct.29 atBaltimore Ravens 1:00 p.m 
10 Nov.5 — at Tennessee Titans 1:00 p.m 
11 Nov.12 Philadelphia Eagles 1:00 p.m 
12 Nov.19 Jacksonville Jaguars 8:20 p.m 
13 Nov.26 at Cincinnati Bengals 1:00 p.m 
14 Dec.3 Oakland Raiders 1:00 p.m 
15 Dec.10 at New York Giants 1:00 p.m. 


Washington Redskins 
at San Diego Chargers 


Kyle Atteberry 169 = 4/27/1976 


” Ainsley Battles 190 =: 11/6/1977 
he Jerome Bettis RB 5-11 250 2/16/1972 
(-C ye Will Blackwell WR 6-1 190 T/9/1915 
Lf) Anthony Brown T 6-5 315 11/6/1972 
[--J) Demetrius Brown WR 6-3 209 4/10/1976 
A) Ernie Brown DE 6-3 295 3/14/1971 
ta Kris Brown K 5-10 204 12/23/1976 
Lance Brown DB 6-2 203 2/2/1972 

& —i) Mark Bruener TE 6-4 261 9/16/1972 
'—7)) 4 Plaxico Burress WR 6-6 229 8/12/1977 
L—) Kendrick Clancy NT 6-0 272 8 9S/17/1978 
= Tony Cline TE 6-5 260 11/24/1971 
om Nikia Codie S 6-2 208 1/20/1976 
(ZCI Chris Combs OT 6-4 284 12/15/1976 
| =F) chris Conrad T 6-6 310 5/27/1975 
a. Sedrick Curry DB 6-1 193 11/23/1976 
Matt Cushing TE 6-3 258 1/2/1915 

Travis Davis DB 6-1 209 = §=1/10/1973 

—! Dermontti Dawson C 6-2 292 6/17/1965 
Ply Roger Duffy G 6-3 299 7/16/1967 
— Troy Edwards WR 5-9 192 4/7/1977 
tee Alan Faneca G 6-4 315 12/1/1976 
F Danny Farmer WR 6-4 210 5/21/1977 
_ Kris Farris T 6-7 322 3/26/1977 
= John Fiala LB 6-2 235 ~=-11/25/1973 
Lethon Flowers DB 6-1 213 ~=©1/14/1973 

= Jonathan Foster LB 6-1 246 = 4/11/1977 
pene Hank Fraley G 6-2 300 9/21/1977 


John Fiala and Reggie Lowe round out the 
group. 
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Defensive Backs 


Here is an area in which the Steelers have 
dramatically fallen off in the last few years. On 
the basis of personnel alone, think back to the 
kinds of defensive backs they used to have (two 
of whom, Rod Woodson and Carnell Lake, are 
still highly productive players for division 
rivals). They no longer have the sure-covering, 
aggressive, high level corners who can press 
reccivers, make big plays and change the course 
of a game. They no longer have big-hitting, ball- 
hawking safeties. 

Cornerback Chad Scott has been injured and 
inconsistent. Too many times he can be beaten 
straight up as he does not have the speed to be 
a top level cornerback. Dewayne Washington, 
who has some quickness and has shown an 
ability to find the ball (4 interceptions), doesn’t 
play consistently well or aggressively enough. 

The safeties, Lethon Flowers and Travis 
Davis, are similar. Flowers has graduated from 
a special teams player into a good-hitting, 
aggressive strong safety, but his coverage skills 
are only adequate. Davis may not even be back 
with the team this season. 

Backups DeShea Townsend and Jason 
Simmons man the cornerback reserve roles, 
while Scott Shields and Lance Brown are the 
backup safeties. Nakia Codie was also signed. 


4.5 | 
Special Teams 


Kris Brown had a good rookie season as the 
Steelers’ No. 1 placekicker, connecting on 86% 
of his field goal attempts. Brown replaced the 
estimable Norm Johnson, who had been kick- 
ing field goals seemingly forever. 

Punter Josh Miller has developed into a fine 
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Chris Fuamatu-Ma'afala RB 252 3/4/1977 


Wayne Gandy T 6-5 310 2/10/1971 
Jason Gavadza TE 6-2 247 = 1/31/1976 
Cory Geason TE 6-3 255 8/12/1975 
Jason Gildon LB 6-3) «255 = 7/31/1972 
Joey Goodspeed RB 5-11 253 2/22/1978 
Kent Graham QB 6-5 245 ~ 11/1/1968 
Clark Haggans DE 6-3 251 

Nolan Harrison OT 6-5 291 1/25/1969 
Courtney Hawkins WR 5-9 190 12/12/1969 
Kevin Henry DE 6-4 282 10/23/1968 
Earl Holmes LB 6-2) «250 = 4/28/1973 
Richard Huntley RB 5-11 224 = 9/18/1972 
Malcolm Johnson WR 6-5 215 8/27/1977 
Chad Kelsay LB 6-2 = 252 4/9/1977 
Levon Kirkland LB 6-1 «270 = 2/17/1969 
Dan Kreider RB 5-11 242 = 3/11/1977 
Reggie Lowe DE 6-2 250 6/14/1975 
Al Lucas NT 6-0 299 

Mitch Lyons TE 6-5 268 5/13/1970 
Tee Martin QB 6-3 215 7/25/1978 
Shawn McWashington WR 5-10 190 1/24/1975 
Josh Miller P 6-3 219 7/14/1970 
Johnny Mitchell DE 6-4 312 10/20/1976 
Tom Myslinski G 6-3 293 12/7/1968 
Tony Orlandini T 6-5 310 8/13/1975 
Joey Porter LB 6-2) 240 «= 3/22/1977 
Hank Poteat DB 5-10 188 8/30/1977 
Shar Pourdanesh T 6-6 312 7/19/1970 


weapon. He had a 45.2-yard average, third 
overall in the league, and their coverage team 
gave him a net gain of 38.2-yards. 

Three players—Will Blackwell, Richard 
Huntley and Troy Edwards—split the kickoff 
return duties last season, with Huntley’s 22.4 
yards per kick leading the way. Edwards han- 
dled most of the punts, averaging 9.4 yards per 
return. 

The Steelers’ kickoff and punt coverage 
squads, once a glaring weakness, have 
improved the last couple of years. No longer do 
they routinely give up touchdowns and big 
returns. But they still have a long way to go to 
become part of the NFL’s elite. 

Special teams are a lot like the rest of the 
Steelers: a thin version of the glory days. 
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Despite the rocky years the Steelers have 
had, and the turmoil in the Donahoe/Cowher 
showdown, the Steelers have historically been 
a stable, well-run franchise. Cowher was on the 
verge of becoming an elite coach. But his mis- 
handling of the quarterback situation and the 
offense has dulled that luster, and there is not 
much doubt that Cowher’s job is on the line 
this year if he doesn’t reverse the club’s down- 
ward spiral. 

The team is taking a new direction with 
Kevin Colbert. And owner Dan Rooney, who 
underwent successful treatment for prostate 
cancer, is subtly shifting the reins of power to 
include his son, Art Rooney II. This would be 
the third generation of Rooneys to run the 
team, virtually unheard of in pro sports today. 
Rooney does hold out the promise that the 
Steelers might begin to compete on the econom- 
ic front for talent. Steeler fans everywhere sure 
hope so. 
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Mike Sands 6 12/16/1977 
Mike Schneck DB 6-1 242 8/4/1977 
Chad Scott DB 6-1 192 9/6/1974 
Bobby Shaw WR 6-1 186 = .4/23/1975 
Scott Shields OB 6-4 228 3/29/1976 
Jason Simmons OB 5-8 188 3/30/1976 
Aaron Smith DE 6-5 281 4/9/1976 
Marvel Smith T 6-5 320 8/6/1978 
Jeremy Staat DE 6-5 299 10/10/1976 
Joel Steed NT 6-2 310 2/17/1969 
Kordell Stewart QB 6-1 212 10/16/1972 
Timothy Strickland DB 5-9 183 1/13/1977 
Chris Sullivan DE 6-4 285 3/14/1973 
Jim Sweeney C 6-4 298 8/8/1962 
Larry Tharpe T 6-4 300 11/19/1970 
Donnel Thompson LB 5-11 237)~=—- 2/17/1978 
DeShea Townsend OB 5-9 174 9/8/1975 
Jerame Tuman TE 6-3 250 3/24/1976 
Rich Tylski G 6-5 304 2/27/1971 
Kimo von Oelhoffen OT 6-4 305 1/30/1971 
Mike Vrabel DE 6-4 250 8/14/1975 
Hines Ward WR 6-1 197 3/8/1976 
DeWayne Washington DB 5-11 192 12/27/1972 
Jon Witman RB 6-2 240 6/1/1972 
Anthony Wright QB 6-1 195 2/14/1976 
Destry Wright RB 6-0 219 7/8/1977 
Amos Zereoue RB 5-8 202 10/8/1976 


Gincinnati BENGALS 


A tightrope act on barbed wire 


Bruce Coslet is sitting squarely on the 
fence. He'd better hope it’s not made of 
barbed wire. 

The beleagured coach of the Cincinnati 
Bengals is back for another season despite his 
club’s 4-12 performance of a year ago. Yet, 
he’s on the cusp of losing his job if the team 
doesn’t perform better this year, and that may 
be a tall order. 

Cincinnati is woefully deficient in many 
areas, yet there are signs that things may be 
getting better. 

The optimism begins with the club’s partic- 
ipation in the free agent market during the 
offseason. Recognizing their defensive weak- 
nesses needed to be addressed, the Bengals 
signed Vaughn Booker and Tom Barndt, a 
couple of worthwhile defensive linemen, 
along with safety Darryl Williams, They also 
tried to shore up their offensive line by retain- 
ing Rod Jones, a tackle, and signing Scott 
Rehberg, who had a brief, difficult time in 
Cleveland. In addition, they added Scott 
Mitchell, a former Ravens’ quarterback, as 
insurance in case starter Akili Smith falters. 

Smith is the big reason for hope. Smith, the 
club's No. 1 draft choice last season, showed 
flashes of big-time ability, particularly in a 
come-from-behind victory at Cleveland. His 
progress subsequently fell off dramatically 
until he was sidelined by a toe injury, but he 
has the arm and the intensity, although not 
yet the poise and experience, to be a good 
quarterback. 

In part, the tutoring of Smith is one reason 
the Bengals probably brought back Coslet. 

“He’s growing, and we're all growing with 
him,” said second-year receiver Craig Yeast. 
“He always has a cool head, nice and poised, 
and he’s getting more mature. He knows his 
reads.” 

The Bengals have surrounded Smith with 
some weapons. They drafted talented 
receivers Peter Warrick and Ron Dugans out 
of Florida State and their addition may spur 
the Bengals to go with a three-receiver 
offense. 

Perhaps the best thing about Smith is his 
leadership quality. The Bengals liken him to a 
young Boomer Esiason. 

“He's got a presence about him,” Coslet 
said, 

Smith also has the weight of the franchise 
on his shoulders. 

“It's time for me to settle in, relax and get 
the team to the playoffs,” Smith said. 

The Bengals have some additional talent 
that could begin to get the club moving in an 
upward direction. Tailback Corey Dillon, 
wide receiver Darnay Scott and linebacker 
Takeo Spikes all rank among the best at their 
positions, Moreover, the club is rebuilding the 
secondary with speedy young players and the 
offensive line is developing into an efficient 
unit. 

The team is also taking major steps to 
change the atmosphere. The Bengals parted 
ways with disgruntled wide receiver Carl 
Pickens thereby changing the attitude in the 
clubhouse. Cincinnati also unveiled a new 


practice facility this spring complete with all 
the amenities, including bigger bath towels 
and extra socks. In addition, the team will 
move into a new stadium this year. The new 
Paul Brown Stadium is scheduled to open 
August 19 with an exhibition game against 
the Bears. 

“Atmosphere’s important, and there’s a 
good atmosphere here now,” Coslet said. 


The decision to cut Carl Pickens was made 
easier by the performance of rookie Peter 
Warrick in the minicamp. The Bengals 
believe Warrick has star potential and, since 
Pickens was a constant complainer, Coslet 
and his staff felt the morale of the team would 
be better without him. 

“Pete is a combination of a great receiver 
with the running skills of a Walter Payton or 
a Barry Sanders,” said Bengals rookie Ron 
Dugans, Warrick’s teammate at Florida State. 

“He can catch the 6-, 7-, 8-yard route and 
take it 70 yards for a touchdown,” Bengals’ 
tackle Willie Anderson said, “He’s a great 
home run hitter. He can go deep at any time.” 

Coslet’s goal is to find as many ways as pos- 
sible to put the ball in Warrick’s hands. 

“I don’t think there’s anything he can’t 
do,” Coslet said. “But I’m not going to overex- 
tend him. I wouldn’t be doing my job if 1 did 
that. We want to know what he does well, 
what he’s comfortable with.” 

Darnay Scott (58 receptions, 7 TDS, 15- 
yard average), on the other side, has sprinter’s 
speed and will take some of the pressure off 
Warrick. There are times when Coslet may go 
with Warrick, Dugans and Scott in a three 
wide receiver formation. 

Tony McGee at tight end has never devel- 
oped into a high-level receiver, although he 
can be steady and productive (26 receptions 
for a 13.2 yard average) when he’s on. Marco 
Battaglia, with 14 catches, and Steve Bush 
may figure more in the offense than before. 
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The Bengals’ offensive line has slowly 
improved over the last couple of seasons. This 
unit can take some pride in opening the lanes 
for Corey Dillon, and they are improving at 
pass protecting. Willie Anderson, 6-5, 340, 
has begun to play at a more consistent level. 
He still doesn’t have very good footwork, but 
he can blast people out in the running game 
and wall them off on pass protection. He is 
not a pure power player, despite his size, but 
if he continues to improve his technique and 
consistency, he has a chance to be one of the 
better tackles in the league. 

Rich Braham, who moved over from guard, 
did a credible job at center. The guards, Matt 
O'Dwyer and Brian Demarco, are adequate 
but O'Dwyer will miss the first two games of 
the season as he sits out a suspension. The 
other tackle is Rod Jones, steady and power- 
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ful, a good run blocker. Jones has played 
guard, so he’s versatile. Of the backups, guard 
Mike Goff can play, and centers Brock 
Gutierrez and Greg Truitt are being devel- 
oped. Jay Leeuwenburg also backs up at 
guard, and ex-Steeler Jamain Stephens, who's 
been overweight and out of shape, is a backup 
tackle. Guard Tony Coats, 6-6, 305, may see a 
little more action. The starters have to keep 
plugging away to help the offense develop 
because, except for Anderson, there are no 
great talents on this line. 
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When the Bengals drafted Smith with their 
first-round choice last year, there were some 
observers who thought they got the better 
player over the celebrated Tim Couch (who 
was taken ahead of him by the Browns). 
Smith, with a rocket arm and good mobility, 
has great ability, but a toe injury eventually 
put him out of action. He demonstrated his 
talent by completing 80 passes for 805 yards, 
but his inexperience began to show the more 
he played. He also had a tendency to throw 
too many flat bullet passes when touch passes 
were called for in the intermediate game. 

“He’s still learning,” said Coslet. 

Still, the Bengals are so enamored with 
Smith that they let long-time quarterback Jeff 
Blake go, even though Blake had performed 
admirably (55.3% completions, 2,670 yards, 
16 TDS, 12 interceptions) after Smith went 
down. To back up Smith, the Bengals signed 
Scott Mitchell, who played himself out of a 
starting berth with both Detroit and 
Baltimore. 


4.5 


clei E | 


Corey Dillon, with his1,200 yard season, 
either had a breakthrough year, or continued 
to be a runner who alternates great games 
with being a nonfactor. Dillon has both speed 
and power, and his offensive line found that if 
they gave him seams he could routinely get 
into the secondary. He is big, yet has enough 
moves to elude tacklers in the open field, 
which gives you just about everything you 
want when he gets it going. 

Though Dillon has been piling up yards for 
the Bengals for several years, he has voiced 
the desire to leave, even though he was a 
restricted free agent in the offseason. The 
knocks on him are that his attitude sometimes 
wavers, and he doesn’t always seem to run 
hard against the tougher teams. Still, he 
remains one of the better backs in the league. 
Behind him, Michael Basnight gained 308 
yards and showed some ability. 

Cliff Groce and Nick Williams share the 
fullback position, but neither is exceptional. 
Williams is mostly a blocking back with limit- 
ed running ability. 
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The acquistions of Vaughn Booker and 
Tom Barndt give the Bengals much more flex- 
ibility on the front line than they’ve had in 
recent years. Booker, who played last season 
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for Green Bay, is expected to start at right end 
and will improve the pass rush. Barndt, who 
played at Kansas City last year, should help 
considerably at one of the tackle spots. He is 
good against the run and should shore things 
up in the middle 

John Copeland returns at left end, but he 
may be pushed for playing time by youngster 


Jevon Langford. Michael Bankston, who start- 


ed at right end last season, most likely will be 
a reserve. The other tackle position will prob- 
ably be manned by Oliver Gibson, a converted 
linebacker. He played up front last year at 


nose tackle and had 33 tackles and 4.5 sacks. 

Andre Purvis, Glen Steele and Adrian Ross 
are reserve linemen. Purvis might be able to 
play either end or tackle and has the potential 
to develop into a solid contributor. 
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This is the club’s strong suit on defense, 
mainly because of Takeo Spikes, who can play 
either inside or outside. He’s quick, strong, 


mobile, aggressive and has good instincts. 
Spikes is a hitter in the Ray Lewis mold and 
had 83 tackles and three sacks last season. He 
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The Bengals are trying to rebuild their sec- 
ondary by throwing a lot of young players 
into the mix. Cornerbacks Artrell Hawkins 
and Tom Carter are young, promising talents 
who could become solid players. Hawkins, in 
particular, is big, physical, and fast and has 
improved greatly as a pass defender. 

Ty Howard and Rodney Heath may also 
push for playing time at the corners as Coslet 
secks to find the right unit. 

Myron Bell, a hard-hitting veteran, holds 
down the strong safety position and has 
shown an ability to stop the run. The free 
safety is Cory Hall, but he may be pushed by 
Greg Myers. 

The club is hoping someone will emerge as 
a take-charge player. The team yielded 206 
yards per game through the air last season 
and had 12 interceptions. Another season like 
that could ruin any chance the team has of 
improving. 


ee 


Bruce Coslet has had a reasonable amount 
of time to turn the Bengals around. He has 
not done so. Yet, in fairness, he has never had 
a talent-rich team. With some decent players 
now at the skill positions, he is squarely in 
the hot seat. The offensive game is supposed 
to be Coslet’s specialty, so his future is going 
to be heavily tied to that of Akili Smith. If 
Smith develops rapidly and the Bengals can 
become competitive Coslet has a chance to 
hold on to his job. 

The Brown family has loosened the purse 
strings considerably, all the way from signing 
key free agents to building a new practice 
facility complete with plenty of amenities. 
General manager Mike Brown has tried hard 
to improve the morale and, if the minicamp is 
any barometer, he has succeeded. If the grous- 
ing finally stops off the field, perhaps the 


=“ 
5 
® 
Ss 
= 
& 
= 
= 
& 
cS 


team’s play on the field will improve also. 
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Roosevelt Blackmon DB 6-1 185 9/10/1974 — Brock Gutierrez C 6-3 304 9/25/1973 _—_ Brad St. Louis TE 6-3 247 
Vaughn Booker DE 6-5 300 2/24/1968 Cory Hall DB 6-1 205 12/5/1976 Darnay Scott WR 6-1 205 11972 A= 
LaVell Boyd WR 6-3 208 9/12/1976 Eddie Hardaway WR 6-1 190 10/7/1977 Sedrick Shaw RB 6-1 214 11/16/1973 BR a- 
Rich Braham T 64 305 11/6/1970  Artrell Hawkins DB 5-10 190 11/24/1975 Brian Simmons LB 6-3. «248 ~—6/21/1975 — 
Ricky Brown RB 5-10 225 12/6/1976 Rodney Heath DB 5-10 170 10/29/1974 —Akili Smith QB 6-3 220 8/21/1975 tee 
Alan Buckwalter 1B 6-1 242 6/2/1977 ‘Ty Howard OB 5-10 185 11/30/1873 ArmegisSpearman LB 6-1 254 4/5/1978 a -- 
Steve Bush TE 6-3 258 7/4/1974 ~— James Hundon WR 6-1 173 4/9/1971 Takeo Spikes LB 6-2) 230) =—-12/17/1976 a 
Ki-Jana Carter RB 5-10 222 9/12/1973 Rod Jones T 6-4 325 1/11/1974 Glen Steele OT 6-4 295 10/4/1974 ts 
Tom Carter DB 6-1 = 190 9/5/1972 Curtis Keaton RB 5-11 210 10/18/1976 —_Jamain Stephens T 6-5 330 1/9/1974 
Marvin Chalmers WR 6-2 205 5/23/1977 _— Eric Kresser QB 6-2 223 2/6/1973 Gary Thompkins DB 5-11 200 1/29/1977 — 
Tony Coats G 6-6 305 10/5/1975 Jevon Langford DE 6-3 280 2/16/1974 Greg Truitt C 6-1 235 12/8/1965 e = 
John Copeland DE 6-3 280 9/20/1970 Jay Leeuwenburg G 6-3 290 6/18/1969 Damian Vaughn TE 6-4 252 6/14/1975 —C 
Brad Costello T 6-1 230 12/12/1974  Tremain Mack OB 6-1 193 11/21/1974 Peter Warrick WR 6-0 195 6/19/1977 i—- 
Scott Covington QB 6-2 217 IWI7/1976 Tariq McDonald WR 6-1 185 8/8/1978 Mike Willetts DT 6-4 280 = 1/14/1977 pas 
Canute Curtis LB 6-2 «256 8/4/1974 Tony McGee TE 6-3 250 4/21/1971 Darryl Williams DB 6-1 202 17/1970 
Brian DeMarco G 6-7 323 4/9/1972 Scott Mitchell QB 6-6 245 1/2/1968 Nick Williams RB 6-1 267 3/30/1977 — 
Corey Dillon RB 6-1 225 10/24/1975 _—‘ Kelvin Moore OB 6-1 203 3/1/1975 —-Reinard Wilson DE 6-2 261 12/17/1973 = 
Doug Dorley € 6-3 296 2/20/1977 Greg Myers DB 6-1 202 9/30/1972 —_ Lawrence Wright DB 6-1 211 9/6/1973 = 
Mike Doughty T 6-7 315 2/18/1975 — Matt O'Dwyer G 6-5 300 9/1/1972 Craig Yeast WR 5-7 ~=160 11/20/1976 a 


1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


f 


31 31 29 31 31 31 i 


Wide Receiver DARREN CHIAVERINI 


Projected Z000 Lineup 


___ OFFENSE 
1:3 Kevin Johnson (2) 
Roman Oben (5) 
Hi) Jim Pyne (7) 
Dave Wohlabaugh (6) 
it} Everett Lindsay (7) 
Steve Zahursky (2) 
} Irv Smith (8) 


DEFENSE 


Wali Rainer (2) 
3 Jamir Miller (7) 


i} Darren Chiaverini (2) 
i}: Tim Couch (2) 
iti Erictt Rhett (7) 
ha: Mare Edwards (4) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


a 2 | aeyet L. 
HEAD COACH 


CHRIS PALMER 


STADIUM 


AFC CENTRAL Cleveland Browns 


_ 1999 Record 
2-14, 6th in AFC Central 


DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 
235.1 | 71.9 | 163.3 | 13.6 L373 171.0 | 206.9 27.3 


i) Keith McKenzie (5) 
Darius Holland (6) 

Hi Derrick Alexander (6) 
Orpheus Role (5) 

11:3 Rahim Abdullah (2) 


4:8 Corey Fuller (6) 
33 Daylon McCutcheon (2) 
Marquis Smith (2) 
isy Percy Ellsworth (5) 


} Phil Dawson (3) £:0 Ronnie Powell (2) 
Chris Gardocki (10) : 


Kevin Johnson (2) 


CLEVELAND BROWNS STADIUM (72,000 cap.) 


A'B 43.0 


Cleveland BROWNS 


Improvement is a given with these guys 


There was a time when the name Brown 
meant instant success in Cleveland. Heck, the 
Browns are named after their founder Paul 
Brown, who went on to become a Hall of Fame 
coach and fashioned some of the most powerful 
teams in pro football history. 

Now there’s a new Brown in town, and the 
new Cleveland Browns hope he is the foundation 
on which a successful franchise can be built. 

Courtney Brown, a 6-5, 270-pound defensive 
lineman from Penn State, was the No. 1 pick in 
the NFL draft in April, and after watching him 
perform in minicamp, coach Chris Palmer has no 
doubt he is the type of player who can lead this 
expansion team out of the wilderness. 

“He’s everything we thought he was—and 
maybe more,” said Palmer. “A couple of times, I 
had to remind him that the quarterbacks are 
sacred in this league, and if they’re wearing our 
colors, just let them throw.” 

In a personal workout before the draft, 


Brown’s strength and speed turned the heads of 


several NFL coaches. 

“His numbers have to be at the top or near the 
top all time at that position,” said Redskins’ 
defensive line coach Mike Trgovac. “The times 
he ran are probably comparable to the best that 
ever came out on the tests. Guys don’t have that 
speed and strength—and the ability to stay 
injury-free.” 

The Browns are hoping, though, that 
Courtney Brown doesn’t follow the path of two 
other Cleveland linemen named Brown. Lomas 
Brown, a tackle, was supposed to be a stalwart 
on the offensive line, but he proved to be a nega- 
tive influence and was let go. Orlando Brown, 
another tackle, was also a disgruntled player 
whose career has been threatened by an eye 
injury sustained in a freak accident with a refer- 
ree last season. 

Courtney Brown is only one part of the puzzle 
as the Browns seek to improve on their sorry 2- 
14 first season. The team was simply awful last 
season, even worse than management expected 
for an expansion team. 

But there were some positive signs. Palmer is 
an energetic coach and quarterback Tim Couch 
has star quality, Receivers Kevin Johnson and 
Darren Chiaverini have demonstrated big-time 
potential and linebacker Jamir Miller played well 
on defense until injured. 

In this new NFL teams can go from last to 
first in the blink of an eye because of free agency. 
That is an unrealistic goal for the Browns this 
season, but their fans can expect improvement 
and the hint of greater things to come. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


Kevin Johnson, a second-round draft choice 
from Syracuse, was a sensation last season. With 
good speed, hands, and a willingness to work, he 
became a powerful offensive weapon. He caught 
66 passes for 986 yards and eight touchdowns. 
By the second half of the season, teams were 
adjusting their game plans to take him out of the 
heart of the action. Johnson and Couch estab- 
lished a rapport on the field that was remarkable 
for rookies on an expansion team. 

Darren Chiaverini, at the other wide receiver 
position, came into his own after an injury side- 
lined Leslie Shepherd, Chiaverini proved reliable 
and tough and hauled in 44 passes, including 
four for touchdowns, 


Tight end Irv Smith was a lost man in the 
offense. Bothered by injuries, he often looked as 
if he was running in slow motion and caught 
only 24 passes. Reserve tight end Mark Campbell 
shows some promise. 

Backup wideouts Zola Davis and Ronnie 
Powell are projects, although Powell, a converted 
college running back, has sprinter’s speed. 


RATIN' 6.0 | 


The Browns committed over $50 million to 
build what they hoped would be the foundation 
for their new team. What they got instead was a 
line that absolutely could not run block (71.9 
yards a game), and was only marginally better at 
protecting the quarterback. Until the final game, 
when subs manned the line, this group devel- 
oped almost no cohesion. Only center Dave 
Wohlabaugh and left guard Jim Pyne played con- 
sistently well. 

Left tackle Lomas Brown at times did okay, 
but instead of giving veteran leadership, he 
stirred up dissension, controversy, and ill will, 
The Browns let him go and signed Roman Oben, 
a finesse pass blocker who underachieved with 
the Giants. Scott Rehberg, whom Lomas Brown 
accused of dogging it and being soft, went to the 
Bengals. Right tackle Orlando Brown, who near- 
ly lost an eye after being hit with an official's 
flag, may not play again. 

Everett Lindsay, signed as a free agent after 
playing last season with Baltimore, can play 
guard or center and is a welcome addition. Last 
year’s reserves Steve Zahursky, Chris Ruhman 
and Jim Bundren each has a chance of landing a 
starting berth. 


: ty 3.5 | 
Quarterbacks 


The Browns came out better than expected 
when they took Couch as the first player overall 
in last year’s draft. He passed for 2,447 yards, 
threw 15 touchdowns against 13 interceptions, 
and completed 55.9% of his passes. If anything, 
Couch was too tough for his own good. He often 
held onto the ball too long and was sacked 
repeatedly. Yet, if anything, the punishment he 
absorbed made him tougher and by the season's 
end he was making plays that many veteran 
quarterbacks would not even attempt. 

Couch was able to keep the Browns competi- 
tive in many games last season, at least prior to 
their inevitable third and fourth quarter collaps- 
es. The Browns hope they can keep Couch 
healthy and tap into his growing abilities as a 
quarterback. Palmer is a renowned quarterback 
teacher and has found an apt pupil. 

Capable veteran Ty Detmer serves as Couch's 
backup, but the Browns lost Jamie Martin to 


Jacksonville. 


6.0 


Running Backs 


When the Browns began the season with only 
Terry Kirby at running back, critics figured 
there would be trouble. Kirby has been a career 


Ale 


ey Riddell? 


third-down back, and while productive in that 
role for the Dolphins and the 49ers, he had never 
been able to carry the load as the featured back, 
He lacks speed and instincts, and his running 
style is too upright. So when the Browns’ run- 
ning attack failed to materialize (Kirby gained 
452 yards with a 3.5 avg., and scored 6 TDS), a 
lot of the criticism was pointed at Kirby. 

The real culprit, however, was the offensive 
line. Jim Brown in his prime would have had 


job, but his real talent is pass c 


trouble making yards behind that line. Kirby 
actually ran decently when blockers did their 


catching out of the 
backfield. Last year he hauled in 58 passes. 

The Browns picked up Karim Abdul-Jabbar 
from the Dolphins during the season for a low 
draft choice, and he performed about the same as 
Kirby (445 yards and a 3.1 avg). Still, he had 
trouble getting out of the backfield, and the 
Browns may let him go, especially after signing 


free agent Errict Rhett, formerly of the Ravens. 
Madre Hill, a speedy youngster, could also see 
some time at the tailback slot. 

Fullback Marc Edwards did a decent job, but 
Tarek Saleh is a converted linebacker who can 
block but can’t run with the ball. 


4.0 


Defensive Linemen 

A lot rests on Courtney Brown’s huge shoul- 
ders, but the team has upgraded its line in other 
areas, too. The club signed free agent end 
Orpheus Role, who had 5.5 sacks with 
Pittsburgh last season, and also added Keith 
McKenzic, formerly of the Packers. Role and 
McKenzie are expected to jump in as starters. 
Oddly, the Browns allowed John Thierry, who 
was their best pass rusher (7 sacks), to leave for 
the Packers via free agency. 

The signing of Role and McKenzie allows 
Cleveland to move Derrick Alexander (38 tack- 
les, 2.5 sacks) from end to tackle where he will 
likely team with Courtney Brown. Cleveland also 
re-signed tackle Darius Holland, who had a good 
season after years of knocking around the NFL. 
He was active, strong, clogged the middle well 
and had good mobility. The backups include 
Marcus Spriggs and Stalin Colinet at tackle and 
Hurvin McCormack and Ryan Kuehl at end. 

Expect more bodies to come and go before 
anything is settled on the front line. 


5.0 


Linebackers 


This became the strongest of the defensive 
units for the Browns, despite field leader Chris 
Spielman’s retirement due to a lingering neck 
condition. Rookie Wali Rainer stepped in, and 
showed he was a hitter like his mentor was, with 
111 tackles and a fierce dedication to the game. 
Rainer doesn’t have the greatest speed, and is 
still learning in pass coverage, but he has the 
aggressiveness to become a significant middle 
backer in the league. 

Jamir Miller, on the outside, was the Browns’ 
best defensive player last season. He had 94 tack- 
les and 4.5 sacks after assuming the club’s leader- 
ship role vacated by Spielman. Despite a late-sea- 
son injury and being constantly double-teamed, 
Miller was a constant force and ranks among the 
league’s top linebackers. 

Rookie Rahim Abdullah on the other side has 
some ability, but was overmatched despite his 55 
tackles. He played without the requisite intensi- 
ty, concentration or consistency to be a good out- 
side linebacker. The Browns hope to push him 
this year, 

The best backup was versatile Lenoy Jones, 
who played credibly when called upon to fill in. 


| 


Jones has limited speed, but hits hard and hus- 


tles. Kendall Ogle and Marty Moore, formerly of 
the Patriots, are reserves. 


6.5 


ae A <5 | 


Cornerback is a major trouble spot for the 
Browns. The team lacked coverage speed last 
season and one of the starters, Ryan McNeil, is 
now with the Cowboys. The Browns also 
released Antonio Langham, leaving them at the 
cornerback position with second-year pro 
Daylon McCutcheon and Corey Fuller, who will 
return to corner after filling in at free safety. 
McCutcheon (75 tackles and 1 interception), 
while not particularly fast, has good instincts and 
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AFC CENTRAL Cleveland Browns 


WK DATE 


OPPONENT 


Z000 scneduie 


1 = Sept.3 Jacksonville Jaguars 
2  Sept.10 at Cincinnati Bengals 
3 Sept. 17 Pittsburgh Steelers 

4 Sept. 24 at Oakland Raiders 

5 Oct. 1 Baltimore Ravens 

6 Oct8 at Arizona Cardinals 
7 Oct.15 at Denver Broncos 

8 Oct.22 at Pittsburgh Steelers 
§ Oct.29 Cincinnati Bengals 

10 Nov.5 New York Giants 

11 Nov.12 New England Patriots 
12 Nov.19 at Tennessee Titans 
13 Nov.26 at Baltimore Ravens 
14 Dec.3  —_ at Jacksonville Jaguars 
15 Dec.10 Philadelphia Eagles 


Dec. 17 
Dec. 24 


Tennessee Titans 
Bye Week 


~ 


TIME 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 pum. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


Wide Receiver KEVIN JOHNSON 


PLAYER 

Rahim Abdullah 
Derrick L. Alexan 
Kyle Allamon 
Rashidi Barnes 
Brade Bedell 
Geno Bell 
Courtney Brown 
Orlando Brown 
Jim Bundren 
Mark Campbell 
Eric Chandler 
Roger Chanoine 
Lamar Chapman 
Darrin Chiaverini 
Stalin Colinet 
Tim Couch 

Zola Davis 
Jajuan Dawson 
Phil Dawson 

Ty Detmer 

Bill Duff 

Damon Dunn 
Jeff Dyra 

Marc Edwards 
Percy Ellsworth 
Marlon Forbes 
Corey Fuller 
Mike Gantous 
Chris Gardocki 
Marcus Gunn 
Madre Hill 


POS __HT 
LB 


der DE 
TE 6-2 
OB 5-11 
G 6-4 
OT 6-3 
DE 6-5 
T 6-7 
C 6-3 
TE 6-6 
DE 6-5 
T 6-4 
OB 6-0 
WR 6-2 
DE 6-6 
QB 6-4 
WR 6-1 
WR 6-1 
K 5-10 
QB 6-1 
OT 6-3 
WR 5-9 
OT 6-4 
RB 6-1 
OB 6-2 
DB 6-1 
OB 5-10 
DE 6-2 
Ps6-1 
LB 6-3 
RB 5-11 


WT 
233 
286 
256 
200 
300 
290 
270 
350 
303 
253 
280 
295 
175 
210 
288 
227 
185 
202 
190 
194 
285 
182 
290 
229 
225 
215 
217 
285 
200 
255 
199 


BORN 
3/22/1976 
11/13/1973 


6/26/1978 
2/12/1977 
6/3/1975 
2/14/1978 
12/12/1970 
10/6/1974 
12/6/1975 


9/11/1976 
11/6/1976 
10/12/1977 
1/19/1974 
7/31/1977 
1/16/1975 
11/5/1977 
1/23/1975 
10/30/1967 
2/24/1974 
3/15/1976 


VI/V7/1974 
10/19/1974 
12/25/1971 
5/1/1971 
2/1/1970 


V/2/1976 


a knack for getting to the football. Fuller, on the 
other hand, is built like a strong safety or a line- 
backer, and he’s a hitter, with his 65 tackles exe- 
cuted in hard-nosed style. While he has good 
technique and positioning, he lacks speed. His 
future will probably be at safety, if the Browns 
can find somebody to replace him on the corner. 

Earl Little performed well off the bench last 
season and could be in the mix. 

The Browns signed free agent Percy 
Ellsworth, a big. ranging free safety who brings 
something to the table they need: interceptions, 
He had six with the Giants last season; the entire 
Browns’ team had only eight. Marquis Smith will 
handle the strong safety position. 

Tim McTyer, a 170-pound free safety who is a 
vicious hitter, is in reserve. 


Thad 4.5 | 


Phil Dawson may be an adequate kicker, but 
since the Browns’ offense stumbled so often it 
was hard to get a fair read on his ability, The 
concern is his leg strength. He was 3-for-5 on 
field goal attempts from 30-39 yards and 3-for-5 
on kicks from 40-49 yards, but he attempted no 
kicks over 50 yards. As the team progresses 
toward some kind of offensive normalcy, 
Dawson will either get a chance to show his stuff 
or be replaced. This unit should be better simply 
by default this year. 

Chris Gardocki was a good punter, with a 
43.8 yard average, though his net average (34.6) 
didn’t reflect this. Chalk that up to the coverage 
team. Gardocki, though, had to punt 106 times 
last season and that can make a punter leg weary 
in a hurry. 

One of the worst coaching decisions of the 
year was the decision to use Kevin Johnson on 
punt returns. Not only was he new to it and not 
very productive, but the Browns placed their star 
receiver in a vulnerable position. The team was 
lucky Johnson wasn’t injured. 

Kickoff returner Ronnie Powell (44 returns 


ZU0U team Koster 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Darius Holland OT 6-5 320 11/10/1973 
Raymond Jackson DB 5-10 189 2/17/1973 
Kevin Johnson WR 5-10 188 7/15/1975 
Dwaune Jones WR 6-0 189 

Lenoy Jones LB OG-1 = 235—=S 9/25/1974 
Michael Jones RB 6-1 «240 

Jeff Kerr LB 6-4 «6235 

Terry Kirby RB 6-1 213 = -1/20/1970 
Ryan Kuehl OT 6-5 290 1/18/1972 
Jason Kyle LB 6-3) «242 )~=—5/12/1972 
Noel LaMontagne & 6-4 304 3/9/1977 
Tramont Lawless 1B 6-3) 254 

Everett Lindsay G 64 302 9/18/1970 
Earl Little OB 6-1 191 3/10/1973 
Jeff Lowe WR 5-11 196 

Anthony Malbrough DB 0 

Trevon Matthews TE 6-2 249 

Tony McCombs LB 6-2 «256 = 8/24/1974 
HurvinMcCormack ODT 6-5 284 4/6/1972 
Dayton McCutcheon OB 5-8 180 12/9/1976 
Keith McKenzie LB 6-3. «266 ~=10/17/1973 
Jeremy McKinney T 6-6 301 1/6/1976 
Tim McTyer DB 5-1) 181 12/14/1975 
Arnold Miller DE 6-3 239 1/3/1975 
Jamir Miller LB «6-5 266 11/19/1973 
Marty Moore LB 6-1 «245 = 3/19/1971 
Dennis Northcutt WR 5-11) 172 = 12/22/1977 
Roman Oben T 6-4 305 10/9/1972 
Kendall Ogle LB 6-1) =«231——«:11/25/1975 
Randy Palmer TE 6-4 235 11/12/1975 
David Patten WR 5-9 193 8/19/1974 


for a 22.4-yard average) was the lone bright spot 
on the special teams. Newcomer David Patten, 
formerly of the Giants, is expected to contribute 
in this department, as is Madre Hill, who has 
shown some promise in limited duties. 

The Browns had the worst coverage teams in 
football last year. They were always in danger of 
giving up a big return and were blitzed for three 
touchdowns on runbacks, two on punts and one 
on a kickoff. It’s easy to say a lack of quality 
players was responsible, but the units showed 
very little discipline in their coverages. 


| 3.0 | 


Chris Palmer is old school as a coach—tough, 
demanding and with the need to be in total con- 
trol. He needs to gain the confidence of his veter- 
ans and inject some offensive excitement into 
the game plan, Another dismal season could 
result in an early exit for a man who says he is 
the right man for the job. 

Carmen Policy, head of football operations, 
and his protege, Dwight Clark, came over from 
the 49ers’ organization where both were part of 
championship teams. They have a lot of work to 
do but seem dedicated to the task of restoring the 
Browns to respectablility, 

Owner Al Lerner has taken pains to say he 
regrets the role he played in helping to arrange 
for his former friend Art Modell to leave town 
with the old Browns, and has tried to make 
amends with Browns’ fans by providing every- 
thing he can to make them happy. But, Lerner 
may prove to be too sophisticated for Cleveland. 
Already there is negative feedback about the new 
stadium, that it is sterile and lacking in passion 
and atmosphere. It is now considered chic to be 
seen at a Browns’ game. In a blue-collar sports 
town where football is a religion, the new 
Browns may prove to be a lot less fun than the 
old. 


4.5 | 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Ronnie Powell WR 5-10 174 ~~ 11/3/1974 
Travis Prentice RB 6-2 226 ~=—-12/8/1976 
Jim Pyne 6 6-2 297 11/23/1971 
Wali Rainer 1B 6-2 «235 = © 4/19/1977 
Errict Rhett RB 5-11 211 = 12/11/1970 
Greg Robinette OT 6-2 285 

Tyrone Rogers 1B 6-5 «6240 )~=—«10/11/1976 
Orpheus Roye DE 6-4 288 1/21/1974 
Chris Ruhman T 6-5 321 12/19/1974 
Tarek Saleh RB 6-1 240 ~—*11/7/1974 
Lewis Sanders OB 6-0 202 6/22/1978 
Manuia Savea G 6-2 301 2/22/1975 
Aaron Shea RB 6-4 256 12/5/1976 
Leslie Shepherd WR 5-11 186 11/3/1969 
Kofi Shuck WR 6-1 175 5/11/1977 
Teto Simpson DE 6-4 260 

Irv Smith TE 6-3 262 10/13/1971 
Marquis Smith DB 6-2 213 1/13/1975 
Rahshon Spikes RB 5-10 212 10/16/1977 
Marcus Spriggs OT 6-4 314 = 7/26/1976 
Ryan Taylor LB 6-2) 230=—-12/11/1976 
Nate Terry OB 6-3 185 

Kevin Thompson QB 6-5 222 

Mike Thompson OT 6-4 295 12/22/1971 
Lamont Turner 1B 6-0 234 1/9/1978 
James E. Williams LB 6-1 «= 246 = 10/10/1968 
Dave Wohlabaugh C 6-3 292 4/13/1972 
Spergon Wynn QB 6-3 230 

Steve Zahursky 6 6-6 305 9/2/1976 


Seattle ** 
Kansas City 


San Diego 
Oakland 
Denver 


063 
963 
900 
500 
375 


338 
390 
269 
390 
314 


298 
322 
316 
329 
318 


5-3 
6-2 
4-4 
5-3 
3-5 
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GWESE) Denver Broncos 


Lil 


OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


330.2 116.5 2137 196 1 297.1 108.6 1885 19.9 


33S HECOTD 
6-10, 5th in AFC West 
1999 Team Statistics 


12 15 18 7 1g 8 1 


mamma ee 7 


Wide Receiver ED McCAFFREY | 


Projected Z000 Lineup 
OFFENSE DEFENSE 

ul} Ed McCaffrey (10) al Lester Archambeau (12) 
Tony Jones (13) Keith Traylor (9) 
Mark Schlereth (12) 48 Maa Tanuvasa (6) 
Tom Nalen (7) Kavika Pittman (6) 
Dan Neil (4) 11:3 John Mobley (5) 
Melvin Tuten (4) Bill Romanowski (13) 

113) Byron Chamberlain (6) )4:3 Glenn Cadrez (9) 
Rod Smith (6) Ray Crockett (12) 

U1) Brian Griese (2) 4:3 Dale Carter (9) 
Terrell Davis (6) Billy Jenkins (5) 
Howard Griffith (8) ‘Sy Toya Jones (2) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


1.) Jason Elam (8) LGw Chris Watson (2) 
Tom Rouen (8) 


4:8 Chris Watson (2) 


HEAD COACH 


MIKE SHANAHAN 


STADIUM 
MILE HIGH STADIUM (76,273 cap.) 


ih 4 go 


The Broncos knew they would miss John 
Elway very badly. 

When ol’ No. 7 decided to retire prior to last 
season after consecutive Super Bowl triumphs, 
Denver needed to anoint a successor... and fast. 

But coach Mike Shanahan had difficulty with 
the choice. Should it be veteran Bubby Brister or 
youngster Brian Griese? Griese was the surprise 
choice after performing well in training camp a 
year ago, but the former University of Michigan 
standout and son of former pro quarterback and 
current ABC-TV broadcaster Bob Griese 
endured a lengthy series of growing pains. The 
Broncos debuted in 1999 with a deflating and 
uncharacteristic home loss to Miami before a 
Monday night national television audience, and 
the season went downhill thereafter, It culminat- 
ed in a dreadful 6-10 record after a season-end- 
ing home loss to San Diego. 

By now, however, the Broncos have come to 
grips with the departure of Elway. Still, deter- 
mining who will be his ultimate replacement 
hasn’t gotten any easier. In fact, it’s arguably 
more difficult since veteran Gus Frerotte, a for- 
mer Pro Bowler, was signed during the offseason 
as a free agent. 

Shanahan now has a pair of viable choices to 
lead his offense. Griese played better down the 
stretch a year ago and is the odds-on favorite. 
Where Frerotte fits in exactly is still anyone’s 
guess. But the feeling here is that the former 
Redskins and Lions signal-caller will get his 
share of snaps this season. 

“I’m fine with it,” said Griese about the sign- 
ing of Frerotte. “There is always going to be 
competition. (The coaches) wouldn't be doing 
their job if they didn’t bring in competition. And 
I welcome it.” 

One thing is certain: Brister will not be 
involved. The 37-year-old was released in late 
March and has signed with Minnesota. 

No matter who does the quarterbacking, the 
offense will enjoy the return of All-Pro running 


back Terrell Davis, who missed virtually all of 


‘99 with a torn ACL. Davis’ return sets up an 
interesting scenario involving second-year back 
Olandis Gary, who was extraordinary as Davis’ 
replacement. Gary rushed for 1,159 yards and 
seven touchdowns and would appear too valu- 
able to sit on the bench. 

Defensively, the Broncos were comparable to 
the two title-winning squads. They finished sev- 
enth in the league in total defense. Nevertheless, 
there was some serious shuffling of personnel 
during the offseason, even though the veteran 
core is still in place. 

Assuming the offense performs significantly 
better than it did a year ago, Denver fans have 
every reason to be optimistic that their beloved 
Broncos will resurface atop the AFC West... even 
without John What's-His-Name, 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


If the Broncos can settle on a quarterback 
who can get the ball downfield, they certainly 
have the talent to haul in the passes. Veteran Ed 
McCaffrey is considered by most casual 
observers to be a possession receiver, but he’s 
sneaky fast. He gets open for the longball with 
amazing frequency. On the flip side, speedy Rod 
Smith actually isn’t as fast as some believe—he 
just appears that way when compared to 
McCaffrey. Smith, though, is tougher over the 


There’s hope in the post-Elway era 


middle than many wide receivers. 

What's incredible is that both wide receivers 
had 1,000-yard seasons during a year that was, 
shall we say, not Denver's finest. The tandem is 
as good as any twosome in the league, although 
the Broncos are Jacking in depth at the position, 
Second-year men Travis McGriff and Billy 
Miller, along with former Florida State standout 
Andre Cooper. offer flash but not much in the 
way of pure pass-catching ability. Realistically, 
the Broncos are still looking for a solid third WR. 
He might be speedy third round draftee Chris 
Cole. 

There will be a new look at tight end, where 
‘90s mainstay Shannon Sharpe departed to 
Baltimore as a free agent after sitting out the 
bulk of last season with injuries. In his place will 
be the complement of pass-catching Byron 
Chamberlain and blocker extraordinaire 
Dwayne Carswell. 
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Through all the recent adversity, this remains 
one of the league’s most stellar groups. Last sea- 
son, the Broncos ranked in the top 10 in both 
rushing yards and fewest sacks allowed. 

The left side averages more than a decade of 
experience, with former right tackle Tony Jones 
starting his second season on the opposite side 
next to guard Mark Schlereth. There are few 
centers better than Tom Nalen. Dan Neil has 
emerged as the right guard, with the only train- 
ing camp battle expected to be at right tackle, 
with 310-pound Melvin Tuten as the front-run- 
ner among a host of virtually nameless chal- 
lengers. 

Still, this will again be among the NFL's better 
units, 
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Quarterbacks 


Griese’s statistics in "99 were about as 
mediocre as mediocre gets—57.7% completions 
with 14 touchdowns and 14 interceptions, and a 
rating of 75.6. Considering it was his first year as 
a starter, however, and also that he got better 
down the stretch, he appears to be a legitimate 
opnon. 

Of course, if Shanahan were absolutely sure 
of that, Frerotte would be toiling elsewhere. Both 
at Washington and Detroit, Frerotte started off 
exceptionally well, then slowly reverted back to 
mediocrity as time wore on. Frankly, it remains 
questionable as to whether he’s capable of being 
a consistently productive NFL passer. 

Frerotte, 28, played in nine games and started 
six with Detroit in 1999. He completed 61% of 
his passes (175-288) for 2,117 yards and nine 
touchdowns. A six-year NFL veteran, Frerotte 
spent his first five seasons with Washington, 
where he was the primary starter from 1995-97. 
He has thrown for 11,886 yards in his career, 
completing 54% of his passes with 57 touch- 
downs and 52 interceptions. His most productive 
season came in 1996 when he threw for 3,453 
yards and 12 touchdowns, while completing 
57% of his passes. 

Former San Francisco backup Jeff Brohm is 


also in camp, but the acquisition of Frerotte 
probably relegates Brohm to No. 3 status. 

The quarterback position is always important, 
but that’s especially true with the Broncos, who 
appear to be of division title-winning caliber just 
about everywhere else. 
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What a nice problem, The Broncos have a 
returning 1,000-yard rusher, and he's only the 
second-best running back on the squad. 

Gary was impressive as a rookie, but he will 
remain the subordinate to Davis as long as the 


Running Back TERRELL DAVIS 


Jatter is healthy. 

The game’s top running back prior to his 
injury, Davis should get back near 1,500 yards 
and 12-15 TDs provided his surgically repaired 
knee holds up. Davis twisted the knee on Oct. 3, 
as he and teammate Matt Lepsis tried to tackle 
New York Jets safety Victor Green following an 
interception. Doctors have indicated that Davis 
should have no problem regaining his old form 

Davis is one of only four players to rush for 
more than 2,000 yards in a single season, gaining 
2,008 in 1998 and helping the Broncos to their 
second straight Super Bow! title. That year he 
earned Super Bow] XXXII MVP honors when he 
rushed for 157 yards and three touchdowns in a 
31-24 victory over Green Bay. 

Last season Davis had only 211 yards on 67 


carries — a mediocre average of 3.2 yards per 
rush — and two touchdowns in four games. He 
rushed for the third-highest total in NFL history 
in 1998, picking up 5.1 yards per carry. Broncos’ 
ment rewarded Davis by signing him to a 
year, $56-million contract — the largest 
ever for a running back — before the 1998 sea- 
son, 

It’s doubtful that either back will be shipped 
elsewhere. The luxury of having two grade-A 
runners is too sweet to ignore. That depth 
allowed the team to deal veteran Derek Loville to 
St. Louis for a draft pick. 

In addition, the Broncos have third-down 
back John Avery to occasionally offer opposing 
defenses a different wrinkle. 

Fullback Howard Griffith returns, and the 
Broncos also have Detron Smith and Anthony 
Lynn for depth. 
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Denver has undergone quite an overhaul up 
front, especially on the outside, Imported via free 
agency are defensive ends Lester Archambeau 
(from Atlanta) and Kavika Pittman (Dallas), and 
both give the Broncos more quickness and ath- 
leticism. Both signed seven-year deals. 

Archambeau, a starter against the Broncos on 
the Falcons’ Super Bowl XXXIII team, figures to 
battle Maa Tanuvasa for a starting spot at left 
end opposite Pittman. Archambeau, 32, is a 10- 
year veteran who was the Falcons’ union repre- 
sentative and a positive force in the locker room. 
The 6-foot-5, 275-pounder has 24 sacks over the 
last three seasons after recording just 12 over his 
first seven. He will have to help fill the shoes of 
Neil Smith, who was released. Right end Alfred 
Williams also was let go. 

Keith Traylor has emerged as one of the 
game’s best defensive tackles, although it has 
taken some time—he’s entering his ninth year in 
the league, Veteran Mike Lodish is still a capable 
reserve who is solid against the run. Trevor 
Pryce is a strong contributor off the bench as 
well, 

It’s still possible the Broncos will re-sign veter- 
an Smith, who was cut during the winter 
because of salary cap constraints. The other 
incumbent end, David Bowens, was traded to 
Green Bay during the offseason. 

Expect an improvement in run defense, which 
ranked a disappointing 19th in the league in ‘99. 
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When veteran Bill Romanowksi isn’t preoccu- 
pied by late hits on the quarterback or spitting in 
the face of opposing receivers, he’s actually a 
pretty good middle linebacker. Active and smart, 
he’s in the middle of just about every play, even 
though he began his career back when the 
George Bush, Sr. was President 

The outside backers are first-rate. John 
Mobley, recovering from a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament that ended his 1999 season on Sept. 20, 
is fast and steady when healthy. He has worked 
hard at rehabilitating his injured knee during the 
offseason. Glenn Cadrez may be the most unher- 
alded tackler in football. If anyone stumbles, 
Nate Wayne is a dark horse to make headlines. 

This was viewed as a need position during the 
Broncos’ two-year title nan. Now, with virtually 
the same personnel, it anchors the defense capa- 
bly. 
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£U0U 
WK DATE 


schedule 
OPPONENT TIME 


1 Sept.4 atSt Louis Rams 9:00 p.m. 
2 = Sept. 10 Atlanta Falcons 4:15 p.m. 
3 Sept.17 at Oakland Raiders 4:05 p.m. 
4  Sept.24 Kansas City Chiefs 4:15 p.m. 
5 Oct. 1 New England Patriots 4:05 p.m. 
6 Oct8 at San Diego Chargers 4:15 p.m. 
7 ~=Oct.15 Cleveland Browns 4:05 p.m. 
8 Oct.22 at Cincinnati Bengals 1;00 p.m. 
9 Oct.29 Bye Week 
10 Nov.5 at New York Jets 4:15 p.m. 
11 Nov.13 Oakland Raiders 9:00 p.m. 
12 Nov.19 San Diego Chargers 4:05 p.m. 
13 Nov.26 at Seattle Seahawks 4:15 p.m. 
14 Dec.3 at New Orleans Saints 1:00 p.m. 
15 Dec.10 Seattle Seahawks 4:05 p.m. 
Dec. 17 at Kansas City Chiefs 1:00 p.m. 


Dec.23 San Francisco 49ers 4:15 p.m. 


Quarterback BRIAN GRIESE 


PLAYER POS 
Mike Anderson RB 


BORN 
9/21/1973 


Lester Archambeau ODE 6/27/1967 

John Avery RB - W/11/1976 

Chris Banks G 6-1 300 4/4/1973 

Tyrone Braxton OB 5-11 190 12/17/1964 

ry.) Cyron Brown OT 6-5 275 6/28/1975 

(=) DeAuntae Brown DB 5-10 195 4/28/1974 

é3 Eric Brown OB 6-1 210 3/20/1975 

= Steve Buck QB 6-4 219 2/25/1976 

i Hillary Butler LB 6-2 «244 1/5/1971 

pete Glenn Cadrez 1B 6-3 240 1/2/1970 

| -— Wm Cooper Carlisle G& 6-5 300 8/11/1977 
= Owayne Carswell TE 6-3 260 1/18/1972 

aa Dale Carter DB 6-1 188 11/28/1969 

— ByronChamberlain TE 6-1 242 10/17/1971 

= Jason Chorak DE 6-3 260 9/23/1974 

r-C ym Darius Clark DB 5-10 204 4/13/1977 

[_—| Desmond Clark TE 6-3 255 4/20/1977 
George Coghill DB 6-1 210 3/30/1970 

: Willie Cohens DE 6-2 264 11/21/1976 

5 Chris Cole WR 6-0 195 11/12/1977 
a KaRon Coleman RB 5-7 198 5/22/1978 
—__ Andre Cooper WR 6-2 210 6/21/1975 
— J Ray Crockett OB 5-10 184 1/5/1967 
_ Jerome Davis OT 6-4 275 3/4/1974 
==) Nathan Davis OT 6-5 312 26/974 
—4 Terrell Davis RB 5-11 210 10/28/1972 
Allen OeGraffenreid T 6-5 305 6/3/1974 

Chris Doering WR 6-4 195 5/19/1973 

Jason Elam K 3/8/1970 


Defensive Backs 


If you think changes were made on the defen- 
sive line, wait ’til you get a load of this: The 
Broncos acquired five new defensive backs dur- 
ing the offseason, attempting to instill some 
youth to blend with their veteran talent. The 
only significant departure was Tory James, 
signed by Oakland as a free agent. 

The controversy surrounding veteran corner- 
back Dale Carter has forced the Broncos to shore 
up their secondary. Carter is facing a possible 
year-long suspension for violating the league's 
substance abuse policy. The league reportedly is 
tired of Carter dodging its testing, and may try to 
make an example of the veteran cornerback with 
the checkered history. He at least is looking at 
four games—if not the entire year. 

At this point the Broncos certainly don’t mind 
seeing him gone indefinitely. They had no one 
present during his 12-hour appeal hearing. 
Carter's suspension would ease the mistake 
Denver made in signing him to a lucrative free- 
agent contract last year. Carter will have to for- 
feit his $3,5-million base salary if he’s out all 
year and also may have to return a portion of his 
signing bonus. 

Carter’s absence may not hurt the Broncos 
that badly because of the arrivals of Darryl 
Pounds, Jeremy Lincoln and Jimmy Spencer. 
Ray Crockett also returns to man one of the cor- 
nerback slots. Pounds and Lincoln, obtained 
from Washington and the New York Giants, 
respectively, are emerging players; while 
Spencer, acquired from West rival San Diego, is 
a savvy veteran. First round draftee CB Deltha 
O'Neal will get a long look. 

The Broncos traded for safety Billy Jenkins, 
who was an important nickel back on the St. 
Louis Rams’ championship squad of '99. He 
should start for the Broncos, while his opposite 
is yet to be determined. The guess here is that 
one of the new acquisitions will be converted. Or 
youngsters Toya Jones or Chris Watson might 
get the shot. 
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J team noster 

POS HT WT BORN 
Leroy Fields WR 6-3 205 12/2/1975 
Gus Frerotte QB 6-3 230 7/31/1971 
Lennie Friedman G 6-3 300 10/13/1976 
Olandis Gary RB 5-11 218 5/18/1975 
Chris Gizzi (Bo 6-1 «230 3/8/1975 
lan Gold LB 6-0) «6223 ~—s8/23/1978 
Brian Griese QB 6-3 215 3/18/1975 
Howard Griffith RB 6-1 230 =11/17/1987 
Chris Harrison T 6-3 290 2/25/1972 
Harald Hasselbach DE 6-6 285 9/22/1967 
Jarious Jackson QB 6-0 228 5/3/1977 
Billy Jenkins DB 5-10 205 1/8/1974 
Jerry Johnson OT 6-0 292 7/11/1977 
Chris Jones DB 5-10 229 9/30/1976 
K.C. Jones C 6-1 275 3/28/1974 
Tony Jones T 6-5 291 5/24/1966 
Toya Jones OB 6-1 199 10/28/1976 
Kenoy Kennedy 6-1 203 11/15/1977 
Carlos King RB 6-1 230 11/25/1973 
Bob Kuberski DT 6-4 300 4/5/1971 
Matt Lepsis T 6-4 290 1/13/1974 
Jeremy Lincoln DB 5-10 182 10/26/1970 
Mike Lodish NT 6-3 270 8/11/1967 
Anthony Lynn RB 6-3 230 12/21/1968 
Ed McCaffrey WR 6-5 215 8/17/1968 
Travis McGriff WR 5-8 185 6/24/1976 
Billy Miller WR 6-3 215 4/24/1977 
John Mobley LB 6-1 «236 =©10/10/1973 
Jason Moore DB 5-10 191 1/15/1976 
Muneer Moore WR 6-1 200 3/15/1977 


Watson was the primary kick returner last 
season, and while his numbers were respectable, 
he managed to break only a single punt for a 
touchdown in nearly 100 combined punt and 
kickoff return attempts. Look for Shanahan to 
try and land a free agent returner prior to the 
opener. 

Kicker Jason Elam is among the NFL's best. 
In addition to tying Tom Dempsey’s longstand- 
ing field goal record of 63 yards, Elam was per- 
fect on PATs in ‘99 and missed only seven of his 
36 field goal tries. 

Veteran Tom Rouen led the NFL in gross 
punting average last season, at 46.5 yards, but he 
needs to kick them a little higher rather than far- 
ther, as evidenced by his 35.6 net average, which 
ranked in the middle of the pack 

The Broncos will have to improve their punt 
coverage, which was worse than every team in 
the league except Indianapolis. 
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Coaching/Front Office 


Success has bred success, last season notwith- 
standing. Owner Pat Bowlen has shown unwa- 
vering trust in Shanahan, who has made many 
more good decisions than bad both on and off 
the field. Clearly, Shanahan knows how to coach 
a winner, and there’s little question he'll be able 
to convince his troops that last year’s perfor- 
mance was mostly an aberration triggered by 
“Elway-less shock.” 

“He's a driven man,” says Broncos spokesman 
Jim Saccomano of Shanahan. “He's used the 
term ‘hundred-hour weeks’ to describe his work 
week. But I figured it out and he’s shorted him- 
self. During the season, he puts in 110-hour 
weeks.” 
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PLAYER POS HI WT BORN 
Tom Nalen C 6-3 286 5/13/1971 
Dan Neil G 6-2 281 10/21/1973 
Tori Noel OB 6-1 200 2/17/1975 
Deltha O'Neal DB 5-10 196 1/30/1977 
Kavika Pittman DE 6-6 273 10/9/1974 
Darryl Pounds DB 5-10 189 7/21/1972 
Trevor Pryce OT 6-5 295 8/3/1975 
Montae Reagor DE 6-2 256 6/29/1977 
Bill Romanowski LB 6-4 =. 245 4/2/1966 
Tom Rouen P 6-3 225 6/9/1968 
Glenn Rountree 6 6-3 304 11/24/1973 
Steve Russ LB 6-4 «245 =: 9/16/1972 
Mark Schlereth & 6-3 287 1/25/1966 
Detron Smith RB 5-10 230 2/25/1974 
Rod Smith WR 6-1 200 5/15/1970 
Jimmy Spencer DB 5-9 180 3/29/1969 
Jason Suttle OB 5-10 182 12/2/1974 
Masa Tanuvasa DE 6-2 270 11/6/1970 
Trey Teague T 6-5 285 12/27/1974 
J.T. Thomas WR 5-10 180 7/11/1971 
Keith Traylor OT 6-2 304 9/3/1969 
Brad Trout DB «6-2 «209 =1/22/1975 
Melvin Tuten T 6-6 305 19/11/1971 
Artie Ulmer 1B 6-2) «247 = 7/30/1973 
Chris Watson OB 6-1 192 6/30/1977 
Nate Wayne 1B 6-1) «-230)—s-1/12/1975 
Al Wilson {B 6-1 240 ~=©6/21/1977 
Bashir Yamini WR 6-3 190 9/10/1977 


Trust us, Holmgren’s not about losing 


Head coach Mike Holmgren is a winner. 
That much, at least, is crystal clear. After 
winning a Super Bowl and three divisional 
titles as the field boss at Green Bay, 
Holmgren took over a fledgling Seattle fran- 
chise in 1999 and directed it to the AFC 
West title. 

But there was a lot about last season that 
didn’t go well in the Pacific Northwest. 
Although the Seahawks did manage to win 
the division, they struggled home at 9-7 after 
once standing at 8-2. Both the offense and 
defense ranked in the lower third of the 
league in yardage. The controversial holdout 
of Joey Galloway initially didn’t seem to 
bother the franchise, but the wideout’s 
return midway through the season seemed 
to coincide with the second-half tailspin. 

Galloway has since been dispatched, trad- 
ed to Dallas for a pair of first-round draft 
picks. The draft or the off season has not 
replaced what a healthy, happy Galloway 
offered before 1999. 

Overall, the Seahawks don’t get very high 
marks for their offseason activity. Galloway 
and three members of last year’s starting 
defense—end Phillip Daniels, cornerback 
Fred Thomas and safety Brian Walker—are 
gone. They have been replaced by veteran 
safety Reggie Tongue, and virtually no one 
else, save for those two draft choices. 

But Holmgren did take care of business 
from within, locking up quarterback Jon 
Kitna and his emerging favorite target, ex- 
Packer receiver Derrick Mayes, to long-term 
deals that add an air of stability on at least 
one side of the ball. 

Holmgren didn’t get a top defensive DT to 
replace aging veteran Sam Adams, and 
where is the blue chip run-stuffing MLB? 

That the Seahawks managed a winning 
record and playoff berth—they were uncere- 
moniously defeated at home by Miami in the 
wild-card round—is a testament to 
Holmgren’s fortitude. Statistically, the 
Seahawks were really quite mediocre. They 
will have to be much better this time around 
in order to repeat as division champs. 

For one thing they’ve been handed a very 
difficult schedule. They play the Super Bowl 
champion St. Louis Rams at Seattle on Sept. 
10, face the high-powered Indianapolis Colts 
on Oct. 15, also at Seattle, and visit the 
explosive Jacksonville Jaguars on Nov. 12. 

Holmgren insists the Seahawks are not 
rebuilding, just “tweaking.” Still, since the 
end of last season he has cleansed the roster 
of players who didn’t fit into his long-term 
plans. Obviously, he was disappointed in the 
talent left behind by the previous regime. It 
took him a year to re-evaluate his personnel 
and now changes are being made. 

The changes are designed to bring an 
influx of new attitudes as well as fresh tal- 
ent. 

“And we're not done yet,” Holmgren said. 


The biggest challenge comes in remaining 
competitive while remaking the team to 
Holmgren’s liking. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ents 


Although Galloway was always a poten- 
tial game-breaker because of his speed, there 
are those who cite his lack of All-Pro selec- 
tions (none) and proclaim the Seahawks are 
better off for having rid themselves of an 
overpaid, overrated malcontent. 

Entering the season with the trio of 
Derrick Mayes, Sean Dawkins and Mike 
Pritchard, Seattle seems capably manned at 
the wide receiver position. That’s especially 
true if second-year speedster Karsten Bailey 
develops into a legitimate deep threat. Mayes 
is an excellent target over the middle for his 
size, and he’s fast enough. Dawkins has 
been around a while, but he’s still too legit to 
quit on. And Pritchard always seems to 
come up with that key third-down reception 
at least once or twice a game. 

After Bailey, however, the depth falls off 
sharply. 

Christian Fauria is the returning starter at 
tight end, but he doesn’t figure to be much of 
an offensive weapon, even though Holmgren 
has a history of getting the tight end heavily 
involved in the passing game (remember 
Mark Chmura and Tyrone Davis at Green 
Bay). Behind Fauria are youngsters Itula 
Mili and Rufus French. 
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The Seahawks have gotten younger up 
front in a hurry, with the retirement of 
Howard Ballard, the release of veteran 
Bryan Habib, and loss to free agency of 
Grant Williams to New England. Unfamiliar 
names such as guard Frank Breede and tack- 
le Floyd Wedderburn may find themselves 
with regular jobs come September, 

There is a veteran presence, however. 
Tackle Walter Jones is first-rate, while cen- 
ter Chris Gray and guard Pete Kendall are 
experienced if unheralded. 

Still, the line is not a pillar of strength... 
and Holmgren needs it to be, following a 
season in which the Seahawks’ rushing 
offense ranked a meager 26th in the NFL. 
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| __RATING 
Quarterbacks 


Kitna is coming off a mostly productive 
season, his first as the undisputed full-time 
starter. His 54.4 completion percentage was 
a disappointment, but he tossed 23 touch- 
down passes compared to 16 interceptions. 
During the first 10 games of the 1999 sea- 
son, Kitna looked very comfortable, tossing 


1999 Record 
9-7, Ist (tied) in AFC West 


1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 
TOTAL RUSH PASS POINTS | TOTAL 
300.3 88.0 2123 21.1 | 339.1 


RUSH 


120.9 | 218.3 


Linebacker CHAD BROWN 


Projected 2000 Lineup 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 

i") Derrick Mayes (4) ‘13 Michael Sinclair (9) 
‘hi Cortez Kennedy (10) 
“18 Sam Adams (6) 
13 Antonio Cochran (2) 
§:) Chad Brown (7) 

Anthony Simmons (2) 
A) James Willis (7) 
1:3 Shawn Springs (3) 
4:8 Chris Canty (3) 
NS Reggie Tongue (5) 


I) Pete Kendall (4) 

ime Chris Gray (7) 

ic} Frank Beede (4) 

Cis Floyd Wedderburn (3) 
i=) Christian Fauria (5) 
(1) Sean Dawkins (7) 

1:3) Jon Kitna (3) 

1:3 Ricky Watters (9) 

a) Mack Strong (6) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
\) Todd Peterson (5) A(t Ahman Green (3) 
os Jeff Feagles (12 1:8 Charlie Rogers (2 
HEAD COACH 


MIKE HOLMGREN 


STADIUM 
HUSKY STADIUM (72,500 cap.) 


10959.0 


DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 
PASS _ POINTS 


18.6 
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for 16 touchdowns with only six intercep- 
tions, as the Seahawks raced to an 8-2 record 
and a commanding three-game lead in the 
AFC West. But after Seattle beat the Kansas 
City Chiefs in Week 11, Kitna lost his edge. 
He was intercepted five times in a game 
against Tampa Bay, and he had another sub- 
par outing against Oakland the following 
week. 

“T think Jon had a season that is not atypi- 
cal of a first-year player,” Holmgren said. 
“He had his moments. He was very good at 
times and sometimes he was very bad.” 

What Holmgren likes about Kitna is his 
mental toughness and tenacity, Aspects such 
as passing touch and quick-read decisions 
will come with time. Kitna should be 
improved in 2000, 

“We have to still establish Jon as the quar- 
terback. That’s an ongoing process,” said 
Holmgren. 

In Glenn Foley and Brock Huard, the 
Seahawks have a pair of capable backups. 
Foley isn’t particularly impressive athletical- 
ly, but he gets the job done. Huard is a mus- 
cular 6-5 with a very strong arm. 
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Running Backs 


The Seahawks failed to run for more than 
100 yards in five of their final six contests 
last season and scored just two touchdowns 
during that span. Their biggest asset, Ricky 
Watters, is one of the more versatile backs in 
the NFL. A capable inside runner and 1,000- 
yard producer, Watters is also a gifted 
receiver and a better-than-average downfield 
blocker. 

“Ricky is a unique athlete. He really is,” 
said Holmgren. “I don’t think you can watch 
the game or be part of anywhere he’s been 
and not have an opinion about Ricky. You 
have to admire his toughness and his 
courage and all that. For a running back to 
play as long as he has and carry the ball as 
much as he has and to be there—he practices 
every day, he’s at every game—that is an 
unusual thing. He’s one of those unique guys 
who has been able to withstand the rigors of 
the game and not only play, but play at the 
highest level.” 

In '99, Watters managed more than 1,600 
yards and a half-dozen touchdowns—hardly 
numbers that should embarrass him, Still, he 
seemed to become less of a factor as the sea- 
son wore on, and his per-carry average of 3.7 
yards placed him near the bottom among 
regular ballcarriers, 

If Watters doesn’t get off to a decent start, 
expect number one draftee RB Shaun 
Alexander from Alabama to take over. He 
is listed as the backup now but that can 
change. Holmgren made room for 
Alexander by trading Ahman Green to 
Green Bay just before the draft. 

Mack Strong, one of the league’s most 
underrated role players, returns as the full- 
back, backed up by youngsters Reggie 
Brown and Brian Milne. 


TOS «5 | 


86 WM PREVIEW Sevres PUBLICATIONS 


"Running Back RICKY WATTERS 


This is the strength of the Seahawks, with 
All-Pros Cortez Kennedy and Michael 
Sinclair anchoring a deep, talented bunch. 
Veteran Sam Adams also starts up front, 
with the fourth regular likely to be second- 
year comer Antonio Cochran, who replaces 
the departed Phillip Daniels. Riddick Parker 
also could challenge Adams. Holmgren 
reportedly also likes relative unknown 
youngsters Lamar King and Matt LaBounty. 
Both King and LaBounty will see significant 
time when the Seahawks utilize special pass- 
rushing alignments as part of their nickel- 
and-dime pass defenses. 


DTs Tim Watson and John Hilliard, 
newly acquired, add depth. 
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The best player on the defense should be 
linebacker Chad Brown, but he seemed to be 
integral only at certain moments last season. 
He'll need to step up and resume his All-Pro 
status. Veteran James Willis also returns, 
with the middle linebacking chores most 
likely falling to second-year man Anthony 
Simmons, a dynamically quick and aggres- 
sive pursuer. Seattle signed LBs Marcus Bell 


and Isiah Kacyvenski as reserves. 

The only holdover reserve with any real 
experience is James Logan, so look for the 
Seahawks to continue shoring up the mid- 
die. At present, they’re woefully lacking in 
quality depth. The health of DeShone Myles’ 
left knee will affect the whole LB corps. 
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In Shawn Springs and former Patriot 
Chris Canty, the Seahawks have as good a 
tandem of cover corners as any team in the 
AFC. Springs gets by on pure athletic ability, 
because he’s still learning as he enters his 
fourth season. Canty is the wily one, a 
defender you can never shake. 

Corner depth may be a concern after Fred 
Thomas was lost to New Orleans via free 
agency. 

Former Chief Reggie Tongue was 
acquired to replace departed Brian Walker at 
strong safety opposite converted Jay 
Bellamy, formerly a strong safety who suc- 
cessfully made the adjustment to free safety 
over the course of '99. 

Tongue recorded 94 tackles, three forced 
fumbles and an interception for the Chiefs 
in 1999. Only 26, he has started 47 games 
and logged 370 tackles over the last three 
seasons. With Kansas City, he also was a 
special teams standout, recording 20 tackles 
in 1999, He also scored twice last season on 
a lateral and a fumble return. 

“Reggie is a young, talented player who 
gives us a lot of experience at an important 
position for us,” Holmgren said. “He makes 
us better.” 

A nickel back to watch is speedy Kerry 
Joseph. CB Ike Charlton was drafted because 
he had more talent than anyone left on the 
board, 


Shaun Alexander 218 = 8/30/1977 
Karsten Bailey 201 = 4/26/1977 
Frank Beede G 6-4 296 5/1/1973 
Marcus Bell LB OG-1 237) 7/19/1977 
Jay Bellamy DB 5-11 199 7/8/1972 
Greg Bloedorn C 6-6 278 11/15/1972 
Fabien Bownes WR 5-11 192 2/29/1972 
Chad Brown LB 6-2) 240 7/12/1970 
Reggie Brown RB 6-1 244 = 6/26/1973 
Kendrick Burton DE 6-5 290 9/1/1973 
Chris Canty DB 5-9 «185 3/30/1976 
tke Chariton DB 5-11 205 10/6/1977 
Antonio Cochran DE 6-4 297 6/21/1976 
Tim Conley T 6-5 306 12/31/1977 
Mondell Corbett G 6-2 308 2/11/1977 
Sean Dawkins WR 6-4 218 2/3/1971 
Joey Eloms DB 5-10 183 4/4/1976 
Dwan Epps LB 6-1. 242~—Ss«1/18/1977 
Omar Evans DB 5-11 192 9/1/1976 
Christian Fauria TE 6-4 245 9/22/1971 
Jeff Feagles P 6-1 207 3/1/1966 
Kevin Feterik QB 5-11 207 

Glenn Foley QB 6-2 220 10/10/1970 
Rufus French TE 6-3 257 3/15/1978 
TJ. Frier DT 6-2 307 4/18/1977 
Randy Fuller DB 5-10 184 6/2/1970 
Chris Gilbert C 6-2 305 T/AIN976 


Special Teams 


Part of the reason the Seahawks were able 
to overcome statistically shaky play on both 
sides of the ball a year ago was because of 
stellar special teams play. The kick coverage 
units were both among the league’s elite, 
and rookie Charlie Rogers finished as the 
NFL’s top punt returner, bringing one back 
the distance en route to an excellent 14.5 
average. 

Green handled the kickoff return duties, 
finishing with a good-but-not-great 22.7 
average. He needs to break at least one this 
season, 

Kicker Todd Peterson is steady, obviously 
benefiting from playing his home games 
indoors on carpet. His 134 points was third 
in the league a year ago and he was tied for 
second with 34 successful field goals. 

Veteran punter Jeff Feagles endured a dis- 
appointing campaign last season and may be 
replaced, although Feagles is proficient at 
seeing to it his team can down punts inside 
the opposing 20. 
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Coaching/Front Office 


Holmgren’s impact was impressive and 
immediate. Seattle was one of the league’s 
steadiest teams over the first half of '99, and 
reached the playoffs for the first time in six 
years. It’s clear that Holmgren relishes his 
dual role as head coach and general manag- 
er, and he appears fairly polished at the lat- 
ter. He's long proven himself as the former. 
In the draft he stressed value over immedi- 


ate needs. 
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2000 Tfeam Roster 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Chris Gray 305 6/19/1970 
Anthony Green 243 «5/13/1977 
Merton Hanks DB 6-2 181 3/12/1968 
Warner Herndon 6-1 210 2/9/1978 
James Hill TE 6-4 246 10/25/1974 
John Hillard OT 6-2 285 

Brock Huard QB 6-5 228 4/15/1976 
Darrell Jackson WR 6-0 197 12/6/1978 
Marcus Jenkins & 6-4 302 9/12/1975 
Dustin Johnson RB OG-1 235 8/5/1973 
Walter Jones T 6-5 300 1/19/1974 
Kerry Joseph DB 6-2 205 10/4/1973 
Isaiah Kacyvenski LB 6-1 = 250 = 10/3/1977 
Ed Kehl OT 6-4 305 8/3/1972 
Maurice Kelly 6-0 176 10/9/1972 
Pete Kendall G 6-5 292 W/S/1913 
Matt Keneley OT 6-5 284 12/1/1973 
Cortez Kennedy DT 6-3 306 8/23/1968 
Lamar King OE 6-3 294 98/10/1975 
Jon Kitna QB 6-2 217 9/21/1972 
Jeff Kopp LB 6-3) (244 6/8/1971 
Matt LaBounty DE 6-4 275 1/3/1969 
James Logan LB 6-2) «225 ~—s«12/6/1972 
Deems May TE 6-4 263 3/6/1969 
Derrick Mayes WR 6-1 205 1/28/1974 
Chris McIntosh T 6-6 315 2/20/1977 
Itula Mili TE 6-4 265 4/20/1973 


2000 Schedule 


WK DATE 


omn~t oon wh — 


ee 
Se —) 


PLAYER 
Brian Milne 
Brian Moorman 


OPPONENT 

at Miami Dolphins 

St. Louis Rams 

New Orleans Saints 

at San Diego Chargers 
at Kansas City Chiefs 
at Carolina Panthers 
Indianapolis Colts 

at Oakland Raiders 
Kansas City Chiefs 
San Diego Chargers 
at Jacksonville Jaguars 
Bye Week 

Denver Broncos 

at Atlanta Falcons 

at Denver Broncos 
Oakland Raiders 
Buffalo Bills 


POS WT 
254 
180 


DeShone Myles LB 6-2) «235 
Scot Osborne 6-4 274 
Riddick Parker OT 6-3 274 
Todd Peterson K 5-10 177 
Rod Phillips RB 5-11 205 
Mike Pritchard WR 5-10 193 
Mark Rodenhauser C 6-5 270 
Charlie Rogers WR 5-9 179 
Anthony Simmons LB 6-1 = 230 
Michael Sinclair DE 6-4 275 
Shawn Springs DB 6-1 195 
Mark Strong RB 6-1 235 
Reggie Swinton WR 6-1 172 
Robbie Tobeck C 6-4 298 
Reggie Tongue OB 6-1 206 
Fred Vinson DB 5-11 180 
Corey Walker RB 5-10 188 
Tim Watson DE 6-4 290 
Ricky Watters RB 6-1 217 
Floyd Wedderburn T2685) 333 
Todd Weiner T 6-4 300 
James Williams WR 5-10 180 
Lamanzer Williams DE 6-4 272 
Willie Williams OB 5-9 180 
James Willis LB 6-2) 237 


1/1/1973 
2/8/1976 
10/31/1974 
10/30/1977 
11/20/1972 
2/4/1970 
11/17/1877 
10/25/1968 
6/1/1961 
6/19/1976 
6/20/1976 
1/31/1968 
3/11/1975 
S/11/1971 
7/24/1975 
3/6/1970 
4/11/1973 
4/2/1977 
6/4/1973 


4/7/1969 
5/3/1976 
9/16/1975 


11/17/1974 
12/26/1970 
9/2/1972 
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1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


355.8 130.3 225.6 244 | 305.0 974 2076 206 


3 i 8m) | 10 12 12 16 


8-8, 3rd (tied) in AFC West 


4 


) > 
Tight End RICKEY DUDLEY 


riujee to 4UUuU tijeiiy 
OFFENSE ___ DEFENSE 
1) Tim Brown (13) /*>) Regan Upshaw (5) 
Mo Collins (3) __ Roderick Coleman (2) 
1) Steve Wisniewski (12) 10 Darrell Russell (4) 
_ Barret Robbins (6) Lance Johnstone (5) 
C1 Darryl Ashmore (8) ©) Eric Barton (2) 
Lincoln Kennedy (8) Greg Biekert (8) 
S/2 Ricky Dudley (5) (E} Travian Smith (3) 
_ James Jett (8) Eric Allen (13) 
1) Rich Gannon (13) Ht Charles Woodson (3) 
Tyrone Wheatley (6) _ Anthony Newman (13) 
)) Randy Jordan (7) / 5S Anthony Dorsett (4) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


" Michael Husted (9) +1) Napoleon Kaufman (6) 
Leo Araguz (5 


Darrien Gordon (6 
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ARG WEST Oakland Raiders 


The fine art of mediocrity 


For the longest time, the Raiders carried 
around the claim of “winningest team in 
professional sports,” for their regular season 
winning percentage throughout the '70s and 
most of the ’80s. Playoff appearances were 
taken for granted, Anything less than play- 
ing for a berth in the Super Bowl was con- 
sidered a miserable failure. 

Then came the ’90s, and only four post- 
season appearances. And now, as we enter 
into the 21st century, it would appear that 
Al Davis’ Raiders should sport a new motto: 
“Most mediocre team in pro sports.” 

The Raiders have become an enigma 
made up of 8-8 finishes, such as last season. 


Despite ranking among the upper crust of 


squads in virtually every major yardage cate- 
gory, the Raiders still managed to win only 
half their games. The same team that man- 
aged to drub eventual NFC finalist Tampa 
Bay, 45-0, lost five of its eight division games 
during a season in which the AFC West was 
regarded as substandard. 

Fiery head coach Jon Gruden—that ever- 
present grimace as annoying to his own 
players as it is to everyone else—seems to 
get his team emotionally charged on a regu- 
lar basis. And they certainly have the talent. 
So why don’t they win more often? 

In Oakland’s defense, part of the problem 
last season was a brutal schedule—by far the 
league’s toughest in terms of winning per- 
centage from '98. This year’s slate is much 
more reasonable. 

Hopes are high in light of the team being 
able to retain virtually everyone from the 
final roster of last season, plus the addition 
of three talented defensive backs and a 
defensive end who should immediately be a 
starter. 

It's been quite a spell since making the 
playoffs was taken for granted for this once 
proud franchise—but there’s a good chance 
they may be able to recapture some past 
glory in the 2000 season. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ents 


It looked for a while as though veteran 
All-Pro wideout Tim Brown had had 
enough of the circus atmosphere surround- 
ing the Raiders and would sign as a free 
agent with a more predictable organization. 
Alas, Brown is a Raider through and 
through, and he signed a contract during the 
offseason that will ensure he retire in the sil- 
ver and black. 

Brown, coming off yet another standout 
season that included 90 receptions (fourth in 
the league) for more than 1,300 yards and six 
touchdowns, is the consummate pro receiv- 
er. He makes the tough catches over the mid- 
dle, is adept at adjusting his routes as neces- 
sary, and can still get deep now and again. 

The former Notre Dame star is the 
Raiders’ all-time leading receiver and was 


named to the Pro Bow] for the eighth time in 
1999, tying a team record shared by Hall of 
Famers Art Shell and Howie Long, 

Brown was the Raiders’ top pick in 1988 
and has led the club in receiving for the past 
eight seasons. He is tied with James Lofton 
for eighth on the all-time receiving list with 
764 and is fifth among active players, trail- 
ing Jerry Rice, Andre Reed, Cris Carter and 
Irving Fryar. 

James Jett, the starter at the other wideout 
position, is very different from Brown. A 
seven-year NFL veteran, Jett remains one of 
the fastest runners in the NFL, but his foot- 
ball acumen hasn’t kept pace. Brown has 
directly criticized his teammate for a lacklus- 
ter work ethic and an inability to go from 
being a decent player to a very good one. 
Sull, when the club’s depth chart is rolled 
out annually, Jett’s name always seems to 
appear as a Starting wideout opposite 
Brown. 

The Raiders’ depth at wide receiver is 
pretty good, albeit mostly untested. Newly 
acquired David Dunn joins Kenny Shedd 
and former Tampa Bay Buc Horace 
Copeland as the corps responsible for 
stretching defenses wide as well as deep. 

Ricky Dudley, who had been plagued by 
ill-timed drops as well as lapses in concen- 
tration throughout his first few seasons, 
enjoyed a breakout ‘99 with nine touch- 
downs. As Brown continues to get double- 
coverage, Dudley has emerged as a go-to 
man on third downs and in the red zone. In 
the second round the team drafted WR Jerry 
Porter, trying to get a complement to Brown. 

Derrick Walker and Jeremy Brigham are 
the backup TEs... in other words, Dudley's 
job appears safe indefinitely. 
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Most assuredly, these are not the days of 
Jim Otto, Gene Upshaw and Art Shell. But 
the Raiders do have a throwback of sorts in 
perennial All-Pro guard Steve Wisniewski, 
as well as a dynamic tackle in Lincoln 
Kennedy. Those two are among the best in 
the league at their positions. 

Beyond those two, however, is a sea of 
uncertainty. Darryl Ashmore is a starting 
guard, but is still making the adjustment 
nearly two years after being shifted from 
tackle. Center Barret Robbins is decent, and 
Mo Collins is the best of an inexperienced 
bunch at the other tackle. Matt Stinchcomb, a 
"98 first-round pick who missed all of last sea- 
son with a knee injury, returns and is expect- 
ed to challenge Collins for a starting spot. 

Oakland, however, lacks depth on the line 
and this could prove to be the team’s 
Achilles’ heel. 
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Rich Gannon, mostly a journeyman prior 
to signing a hefty free agent contract prior to 
last season, exceeded the expectations of the 
Raiders’ front office with his performance in 
99. Hoping they got a savvy field general 
who would avoid costly mistakes, the 
Raiders got a career year from Gannon, who 
finished second to Indianapolis’ Peyton 
Manning among AFC quarterbacks in over- 
all proficiency. He threw for 24 touchdowns 
with 14 interceptions and was named to the 
Pro Bowl squad for the first time. At 35, 
Gannon is approaching the twilight of his 


Quarterback RICH GANNON 


career, but there’s no reason to believe he 
can’t approximate his 99 performance. 

In the event someone else is needed, the 
Raiders may be hard-pressed to find a capa- 
ble No. 2 on their roster. Former Eagles 
castoff Bobby Hoying re-signed to be 
Gannon’s backup and there’s also second- 
year signal-caller Scott Dreisbach, who is a 
personal favorite of Davis. But neither is 
proven at this level. Hoying got some starts 
at Philladelphia, but he did not accomplish 
much, If he had, the Eagles probably would 
not have let him go. 
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One of the most pleasant surprises of 
1999 was the emergence—finally—of 
Tyrone Wheatley as a legit NFL ballcarrier, 
After struggling throughout his early career 
with the New York Giants and Miami, he 
got the chance to be the featured guy in 
Gruden’s offense and excelled, accounting 
for 936 yards and eight touchdowns. His 3.9 
yards per carry could be better, but his 
power style had been missed by the Raiders 
since the days of Mark Van Eeghen in the 
70s. 

Napoleon Kaufman, the explosive scat- 
back with biceps bigger than Mike Tyson’s, 
has been relegated primarily to a change-of- 
pace runner these days. He’s the main man 
on kickoff returns, though, and Gruden 
would like to get him 10 to 12 carries a game 
in hopes that he might occasionally break off 
a long run that is so often a backbreaker for 
opposing defenses. 

Another solid runner is former Colt Zack 
Crockett, who is a straight ahead runner, so 
preferred by coaches. 

Randy Jordan has the edge on Jon Ritchie 
as the starting fullback, and Jordan appears 
to be the preference for short TD runs, 
although most of Wheatley’s eight scores 
were of the inside-the-5 variety. 
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Tackle Darrell Russell may be the best 
interior defensive lineman in football. 
Strong, quick and brash, he has taken the 
mantle as intimidator and converted it into 
production rather than penalties, which 
used to be a Raiders’ staple. 

The Raiders made a huge change at the 
other tackle, succumbing to salary cap con- 
straints and releasing steady veteran Russell 
Maryland. If he’s not re-signed at a lower 
price, second-year Roderick Coleman is the 
most likely to step in. 

At one end will be under-heralded Lance 


Johnstone, who paced this balanced unit last 


season with 10 sacks, Regan Upshaw, the 
former Jacksonville run-container, moves in 
as the starter on the other side, replacing the 
departed James Harris. 

The Raiders also have a highly-touted 
youngster in Tony Bryant, who lies in wait 
for any available playing time. 
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Davis opted to re-sign veteran middle line- 
backer Greg Biekert and the decision was a 
good one. Biekert is the emotional leader on 
the field as well as a steady run-stopper. 

The Raiders are fairly raw otherwise, 
though, with unknowns Eric Barton on one 
side and probably Travian Smith on the 
other, Newcomer Elijah Alexander will help 
some, and Sam Sword provides excellent 
relief for Biekert on occasion, 

Still, this remains one of the Raiders’ 
weakest areas. Oakland will rely on the 
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defensive line and the secondary to cover up 
for the team’s shortcomings at this position. 


any time a foe attempts to throw to his side. 

Allen isn’t as quick as he once was, but he 
makes up for that with savvy and moxie. 
When you go up against the Raiders, there’s 
no one to pick on. 

A pair of Anthonys will man the safety 
slots. Veteran Anthony Newman will be 
pushed by another veteran, Charles Mincy, 
and a trio of youngsters on the strong side; 
while Anthony Dorsett, signed away from 
Tennessee, takes over as the free safety. 
Dorsett is inexperienced as a starter. 

Among the high-line athletes providing 
depth are new-signee Tory James, youngster 
Calvin Branch and kick returner extraordi- 
naire Darrien Gordon, whose cover and 
tackling skills seem to get just a little better 
each year. 
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Special Teams 


This is definitely an area that needs to be 


Janikowski can wriggle out of legal prob- 


lames, he will take over as the place kicker. 


1 San Diego Chargers ros 4.5 | The kicking duties were up for grabs 
2 z at Indianapolis Colts 1:00 p.m. between him and Michael Husted, who had 
3 Sept.17 Denver Broncos 4:05 p.m. . the job last season until missing 11 field 
4 Sept.24 Cleveland Browns 4:15 p.m. Defensive Backs goals before December, Joe Nedney is also in 
5 Oct.1 Bye Week ; am! the mix. 

6 Oct.8 at San Francisco 49ers 4:15 p.m. Oakland's secondary is dynamic. Not unlike Punter Leo Araguz had a disappointing 
7 = Oct.15 at Kansas City Chiefs 1:00pm, the ‘70s groups that included Jack Tatum season, ranking near the bottom of the 
8 Oct.22 Seattle Seahawks 4:05pm. and Lester Hayes, this unit is a fine blend of league in both net and gross average. 
$ Oct.29  atSan Diego Chargers 8:20p.m. excellent cover men and solid tacklers. Oakland drafted P Shane Lechler, who had a 
10 Nov. 5 Kansas City Chiefs 4:15 p.m. At the corners are budding star Charles 44.7 average in four NCAA seasons at Texas 
11 Nov.13 at Denver Broncos 9:00p.m. Woodson and sound veteran Eric Allen. A & M. Any franchise that once sported Ray 
12 Nov. 19 at New Orleans Saints 1:00p.m. With the travails of Dallas’ Deion Sanders Guy isn’t going to be willing to settle for 
13 Nov. 26 Atlanta Falcons 4:05 p.m. lingering, Woodson may be the heir appar- hooting blunders. 

14 Dec. 3 at Pittsburgh Steelers 1:00p.m. ent as football’s best cover man. He’s fear- The Raiders’ cover units were subpar, 
15 New York Jets 8:20pm. Jess, aggressive and remarkably athletic. Like each yielding more than the league average. 
' reas org 405p.m. Sanders, he’s a threat to go the other way On two occasions, long enemy returns stole 


momentum from comeback bids. And the 
returners, including Kaufman and Gordon, 
must do better and break more runs for 
touchdowns. Last year, they combined for 
one scoring runback. 


5.0 


Davis has been better about letting his 
football people run the show in recent years. 
Or at least, it seems that way. He likes 
Gruden, but won't hesitate to make a move 
if a team this talented continues to be mired 
near the .500 mark. 

Gruden came in four years ago as an 
offensive guru. But his teams have lacked 
the traditional Raider explosiveness. On the 
other hand, the "99 team was more disci- 
plined than most Raiders teams of recent 
years. What's the priority? Why winning, of 
course, 


iS shored up—in all departments. If the 6.0 
= : Raiders number one draftee PK Sebastian 
omerback CHARI 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN PLAYER POS HI WT BORN PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 

Jeremy Akers T 6-4 298 1/9/1974 = Mondriel Fulcher TE 6-3 252 Jerry Porter WR 6-3 215 7/14/1978 

Elijah Alexander LB 6-2 237 8/2/1970 = Rich Gannon QB 6-3 210 12/20/1965 Marcus Ray DB 5-11 215 «8/14/1976 

Eric Allen DB 5-10 185 11/22/1965  Darrien Gordon DB 5-11 190 11/14/1970 —_Jon Ritchie RB 6-1 250 9/4/1974 

Leo Araguz P 5-11 190 1/18/1970 James Harris DE 6-6 285 5/13/1968 Austin Robbins DT 6-6 290 3/1/1971 

Darryl Ashmore T 6-7 310 11/1/1969 Johnnie Harris DB 6-2 210 8/21/1972 Barret Robbins C 6-3 315 8/26/1973 

Eric Barton LB 6-2 245 = 9/25/1977 ~—- Bobby Hoying QB 6-3 220 9/20/1972 Darrell Russell DT 6-5 320 5/27/1976 

Greg Biekert LB 6-2 255 3/14/1969 Michael Husted K 6-1 195 6/16/1970 Larry Shannon WR 6-4 215 2/2/1975 

Calvin Branch DB 5-11 195 5/8/1974 Junior loane DOE 6-3 324 Kenny Shedd WR 5-10 165 2/14/1971 

Jeremy Brigham TE 6-6 255 3/22/1975 Sale Isaia C 6-5 315 6/13/1972 Barry Sims G6 6-5 305 12/1/1974 

Bobby Brooks LB 6-2) 235 3/3/1976 Grady Jackson DE 6-2 325 1/21/1973 Travian Smith LB 6-4 «= 240 = 8/26/1975 

Tim Brown WR 6-1 195 7/22/1966 Tory James OB 6-1 195 5/18/1973  Creig Spann WR 5-11 187 8/8/1975 

Tony Bryant DE 6-6 275 9/3/1976 Sebastian Janikowski K 6-2 255 3/2/1978 — Matt Stinchcomb T 6-6 300 6/3/1977 

John Burke TE 6-3 248 S/7/1971 James Jett WR 5-10 170 12/28/1970 _—_ Barry Stokes 6 6-4 310 12/20/1973 

2 Rico Cannon WR 6-1 195 11/7/1974 _ Lance Johnstone DE 6-4 250 6/11/1973 Sam Sword LB 6-1 = 245—s«*12/9/1974 
= Je'Rod Cherry DB 6-1 208 5/30/1973 Randy Jordan RB 5-11 215 6/6/1970 Josh Taves DE 6-7 260 5/13/1972 
— Jimmy Clements LB 6-3 «226 «=612/28/1973 + NapoleonKaufman RB 5-9 185 6/7/1973 Adam Treu T 6-5 300 6/24/1974 
Roderick Coleman DT 6-2 265 8/16/1976 Lincoln Kennedy T 6-6 335 2/12/1971 — Eric Turner OB 6-1 215 9/20/1968 

‘ Mo Collins T 6-4 330 9/22/1976 Marcus Knight WR 6-1 181 6/19/1978 Regan Upshaw DE 6-4 262 8/12/1975 
on Horace Copeland WR 6-3 200 1/2/1971 ~~ Tim Kohn T 6-5 310 12/6/1973 Marquis Walker OB 5-10 170 7/6/1972 
aa Zack Crockett RB 6-2 240 12/2/1972 Shane Lechler K 6-1 230 Tyrone Wheatley RB 6-1 «235s 1/19/1972 
—j _ Donnell Day OB T/S/1976 Shawn Lee NT 6-2 300 10/24/1966 Craig Whelihan QB 6-5 220 4/15/1971 
— _j  Gennard DiNapoli G 6-3 300 5/25/1975 Terry Mickens WR 6-1 200 2/21/1971 _— Gerald Williams WR 6-2 197 10/7/1976 
a is Anthony Dorsett DB 5-11 200 9/14/1973 Charles Mincy DB «6-1 195 12/16/1969 Jermaine Williams RB 6-1 «235 = 8/14/1973 
et Scott Dreisbach QB 6-3 210 12/16/1975 Jerald Moore RB 5-9 225 11/20/1974 RodneyA Williams WR 6-1 195 8/15/1973 
= Rickey Dudley TE 6-6 255 7/15/1972 Toby Myles T 6-5 315 7/23/1975 Wade Wilson QB 6-3 210 2/1/1959 
Jamal Duff DE 6-7 276 3/11/1972 Joe Nedney K 6-5 218 3/22/1973 Steve Wisniewski G 6-4 305 4/1/1967 

David Dunn WR 6-2 220 6/10/1972 Chuck Osborne OT 6-2 290 11/2/1973 Charles Woodson OB «6-1 205 10/7/1976 

Chris Fontenot TE 6-3 250 7/11/1974 Nathan Parks T 6-5 305 10/24/1974 Sean Woodson OB 6-1 214 8/27/1974 


Going into last season, the Chiefs were 
thought to be in a rebuilding phase. 
Perennially successful head coach Marty 
Schottenheimer retired to be an ESPN ana- 
lyst and was replaced on the sidelines by 
longtime defensive coordinator Gunther 
Cunningham. Quarterback Elvis Grbac still 
hadn’t proven he could take a team upon his 
broad Michigan shoulders and lead it into 
the postseason. Indeed, the Chiefs were 
believed to be out of steam after so many 
premature postseason setbacks. 

But Cunningham brought a level of inten- 
sity and urgency to the Chiefs that even the 
volatile Schottenheimer sometimes lacked. 
The Chiefs remained gritty in the clutch, but 
were more dynamic offensively. 
Smashmouth football was retained, but 
without the associated conservative attack. 

The results from 1999 were encouraging. 
Only an upset home loss to the dreaded 
Raiders in the season finale prevented 
Kansas City from winning the AFC West. 
Some of the positive trends present during 
Schottenheimer’s regime—such as turnover 
ratio (the Chiefs were a plus-21 and led the 
AFC with 45 takeaways)—remained under 
the new leadership. 

The prevailing theory, however, is that 
the rookie head coach managed to get his 
aging squad to overachieve. There’s a con- 
sensus building that the Chiefs will fall well 
shy of their 99 output. 

If they’re to prove the pundits wrong, 
they’ll need a big season from Grbac, who 
must show more than just a glimpse of effec- 
tiveness. He’s well past the point where we 
stop talking about potential, and begin 
inquiring about precisely what the man has 
accomplished. 

Also, the team must be able to emotional- 
ly overcome the tragic death of linebacker 
Derrick Thomas, who eventually succumbed 
to injuries he suffered in a traffic accident 
while on the way to the airport the day 
before Super Bowl] XXXIV. 

Cunningham knows that could be a heavy 
burden for his team to bear, so he addressed 
the subject at a team meeting this winter. 

“I put together some highlights of 
Derrick’s play from last season and showed 
the team,” Cunningham said. “I told them it 
was OK to miss Derrick, it was OK to feel 
bad at times. But I told them what I’ve done 
recently is remember Derrick smiling, the 
way he always was around us in the locker 
room. We miss him, but those don’t have to 
be sad memories. They can be happy ones.” 

Still, the Thomas tragedy and the factor of 
age on this veteran club could prevent the 
team from achieving what it did last season. 
A reverse record, unfortunately for their 
faithful followers, is more likely. 


Let’s start on the plus side—and that 


_ Kansas City CHIEFS 


Don’t expect an encore from aging KC 


would be tight end Tony Gonzalez. 
Arguably the best receiving tight end in foot- 
ball, Gonzalez had a huge second-half in '99. 
He finished with 11 touchdown catches, 
which ranked him second in the NFL among 
tight ends (Carolina’s Wesley Walls had 12). 
He’s a prototypical superstar, pass-catching 
tight end—he’s too fast and agile to be cov- 
ered by linebackers, and too big for the vast 
majority of defensive backs to deal with. 

The Chiefs released TE Lonnie Johnson, 
who was a disappointment, leaving only 
Mitch Jacoby as an experienced backup. 

Kansas City has an intriguing talent at 
wideout in Kevin Lockett, but the fourth- 
year player has yet to make a name for him- 
self by earning a regular job. He remains the 
third receiver, behind the solid Derrick 
Alexander and the once great but now mere- 
ly aging Andre Rison. This is the season 
Lockett has to step up and be a strong com- 
plement to Alexander, as Rison rides off 
into the sunset (can a Bad Moon do that?). 
In the draft the Chiefs picked Sylvester 
Morris of Jackson State who had 30 touch- 
downs in the last two seasons, 

The Chiefs’ depth may be suspect, with 
underrated Joe Horn signing with New 
Orleans as a free agent. There’s former 
Syracuse All-American Kirby Dar Dar, who 
played with Miami last year. And Tamarick 
Vanover remains under consideration, 
although his previous under-achieving as a 
receiver, combined with his recent legal 
troubles—he was charged with aiding a fugi- 
tive and receiving stolen property—greatly 
restricts any legitimate hopes that he can 
contribute with his downfield speed. Kansas 
City has asked waivers on Vanover. Lastly, 
there’s untested Larry Parker, and draftee 
Dante Hall. 
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They’re getting so old, you can almost 
hear them creaking. The projected starting 
interior three of guards Jeff Smith and Will 
Shields and center Tim Grunhard average 
more than a decade of service and nearly 34 
years of age. Grunhard also is coming off 
surgery. 

That the tackles—John Tait and Victor 
Riley — combine for only five years of expe- 
rience (one as a starter) seems irrelevant. 
Either by outside inexperience, or inside 
aging, Kansas City appears to be in a tenu- 
ous position, considering their almost des- 
perate reliance on the running game. 

Depth on the line is also somewhat sus- 
pect. Center Kendall Gannon was signed 
away from New Orleans and will likely chal- 
lenge for significant playing time, if he does- 
n’t oust Grunhard outright. Guard Ralph 
Tamm has been through some wars, and the 
Chiefs added Aaron Graham, a free agent 
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Quarterback ELVIS GRBAC 


Erorecteud 2000 Lineup 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
Derrick Alexander (7) Duane Clemons (5) 
John Tait (2) Chester McGlockton (9) 
Jeff Smith (9) Dan Williams (7) 
Tim Grunhard (11) Leslie O'Neal (15) 
Will Shields (8) :) Lew Bush (8) 
Victor Riley (3) Marvcus Patton (11) 
Tony Gonzalez (4) Donnie Edwards (5) 
Andre Rison (12) Cris Dishman (13) 
:} Elvis Grbac (8) :} James Hasty (13) 
Donnell Bennett (7) Jerome Woods (5) 
Kimble Anders (10) _ Larry Atkins (2) 
Pete Stoyanovich (12) (§.\;5 Tamarick Vanover (5) 
Nick Gallery (3) Tamarick Vanover (5) 
HEAD COACH i: — 
GUNTHER CUNNINGHAM 1 
GP 
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who previously played with Arizona. 
Graham started all 16 games with the 
Cardinals last year and 33 of the last 35. A 
guard for most of his career, he has been told 
by the Chiefs that he will be used as a back- 
up. 


5.5 


OK, let’s take a close look at Grbac’s ’99 
season. He completed nearly 59% of his pass 
attempts—not bad. He had 22 touchdown 
passes, compared to 15 interceptions—again, 
not too shabby. His rating of 81.7 ranked 
him fifth in the AFC—that’s downright 
decent. 

But what Grbac doesn’t ever seem to be is 
special. Two-thirds of the time, he hands off 
the ball. During the other third, he throws 
medium-range passes, tries to go deep once 
or twice a game, and is proficient at dump- 
ing the ball off to a back when he gets hur- 
ried. 

On a team loaded with offensive talent, 
Grbac might truly excel. But on a squad that 
needs its quarterback to harbor All-Pro char- 
acteristics, he seems to consistently come up 
shy. But he’s their man, without question. 
Backing him up is ageless veteran Warren 
Moon (he’s been playing professional foot- 
ball since our President’s name was Carter), 
and extremely mediocre Todd Collins, for- 
merly of the Buffalo Bills. 


6.0 


The Chiefs have a number of rushers who 
will get an opportunity to carry the football. 
Question is, are any of them capable of sur- 
facing as the main man and getting 20-25 
touches week in and week out? 

Probably not. Donnell Bennett? Too slow 
making his cuts. Rashaan Shehee? Not pow- 
erful enough for a dusty Chiefs’ ground 
attack. Kimble Anders? He’s a pass-catching 
fullback coming off a major injury. Tony 
Richardson? Maybe, if he wasn’t a fullback, 
too. Mike Cloud? Who the heck is that? In 
the draft they went for physical Frank 
Moreau, who can, at least pass block pretty 
well. 

Seriously, the Chiefs feature plenty of role 
players but no one who really deserves to be 
featured. They'll get their carries, and the 
Chiefs’ ground game will get some yards. But 
it’s no longer the threat it used to be. 
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INEMEeT 

Tackle Chester McGlockton is coming off 
perhaps his best season ever. He’s arguably 
the best interior run-stopper with the excep- 
tion of Green Bay's Gilbert Brown. Fellow 
tackle Dan Williams is a fine player when 
he’s healthy. But both are 30-plus, and 
defensive end Leslie O’Neal is 36. Only 
opposite end Eric Hicks is truly in his prime. 

Newly-acquired role players John 
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Tight End TONY GONZALEZ 


Browning and Steve Martin, along with Ty 
Parten, give the Chiefs a decent rotation of 
pass rushers/pursuers that helps to keep the 
older guys fresh. But it appeared at times last 
season, especially in December, that the 
frontline wore down. If so, the problem 
won't just go away. 


6.0 


It’s difficult to assess the loss of Thomas 
the football player, when losing Thomas the 
human being is infinitely more significant. 
But there’s always a football job to do. 


Thomas’ job was rushing the passer, and he 
did it better than most. He led the team in 
sacks last season with seven. Although he 
was considered a linebacker he was really a 
defensive end disguised in a linebacker’s jer- 
sey. 

Taking on Thomas’ role in 2000 likely 
will be Duane Clemons, recently acquired 
from Minnesota. Interestingly, Clemons’ 
résumé is the reverse of Thomas. Clemons is 
a defensive end who played more like a line- 
backer. 

Ex-Redskin Marveus Patton was a pillar 
of strength in the middle a year ago and 
returns to man that position. Veteran 
Donnie Edwards is now the likely emotional 


leader of the defense. 

The Chiefs released the popular Greg 
Manusky, but have another old-time line- 
backer in Mike Maslowski, while Ron 
George and ex-Bengal Tim Terry are also 
quality backups. 

Obviously, Thomas will be missed. But 
this remains among the Chiefs’ strongest 
positions. 
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The Chiefs lost veteran safety Reggie 
Tongue via free agency to division rival 
Seattle, but they remain well-supplied with 
experienced talent—some of whom are get- 
ting old for weekly NFL combat. The start- 
ing cornerbacks are a pair of 13-year veter- 
ans, Cris Dishman and James Hasty. When 
it comes to savvy, they’re unparalleled. But 
are they physically still up to the challenge 
of containing top-flight receivers week after 
week? 

If not, support players such as Carlton 
Gray and Eric Warfield will need to come up 
big. 

In the draft, Kansas City looked to the 
future with William Bartee of Oklahoma 
and little known Greg Wesley of Arkansas- 
Pine Bluff, in rounds two and three. 

Second-year man Larry Atkins steps into 
Tongue’s vacated safety slot. Though not as 
fleet-footed or instinctive as Tongue, Atkins 
is much bigger and a more vicious hitter. 
Opposite him is steady Jerome Woods, with 
Bracy Walker backing up both. 
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With Vanover waived the Chiefs need a 
return man in the worst way. 

As is their custom, the Chiefs coverage 
teams will be solid. That’s as much a guaran- 
tee as any prognostication can be. 

Veteran kicker Pete Stoyanovich seemed 
to be nearing the end of his career when he 
made that dramatic, game-winning 54-yard 
field goal against Denver in 1997. Since 
then, he’s been stellar—last year, only a late- 
season slump ruined another 80-plus per- 
cent accuracy campaign on field goals. 

Daniel Pope is the incumbent punter, but 
he had a pair blocked a year ago. As a result, 
the Chiefs signed Todd Sauerbrun, formerly 
of the Chicago Bears, and later brought in 
unknown Nick Gallery for a try. Gallery 
appears to have the upper hand on the regu- 
lar job. 


You have to appreciate Cunningham, an 
emotional sort who has an ability to moti- 
vate his club to a level of expectancy previ- 
ously reserved for Super Bowl champions. 
He’s a quality coach, although it remains to 
be seen just how well he can handle true 
adversity. 

Owner Lamar Hunt is a dream—an 
owner who stays out of the way—and gener- 
al manager Carl Peterson is liked and 
respected by virtually everyone in the game, 
although he’s shown a hesitancy to make 
major changes in personnel when results are 
unsatisfactory. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN __ PLAYER POS HT WI _ BORN __PLAYER POS HT Wr _BORN 
Derrick S. Alexander WR 6-2 210 11/6/1971 — Brian Hinton OB 5-9 173 1/9/1977 ‘Tony Richardson RB 6-1 «235 =—-12/17/1971 J 
Darnell Alford T 6-4 334 6/11/1977 Jonathan Jackson LB 6-2 = 239 9/2/1977 _— Earl Riley 6-0 203 3/23/1977 
Kimble Anders RB 5-11 226 S/10/1966 Ray Jackson DB 6-1 210 1/15/1975 _Victor Riley T 6-5 334 11/4/1974 
Larry Atkins DB 6-3 230 7/21/1975 — Vershan Jackson RB 6-1 236 «©—.2/27/1975 ~— Andre Rison WR 6-1 199 3/18/1967 
William Bartee OB 6-1 190 6/25/1977 = Mitch Jacoby TE 6-4 260 12/8/1973 Todd Saverbrunn P 5-10 204 1/4/1973 
Donnell Bennett RB 6-1 245 9/14/1972 __ Eric King & 6-4 299 17/27/1975  WasswaSerwanga DB 5-10 190 7/23/1976 
Jeff Blackshear G 6-6 330 3/29/1969 Percy King OB 6-4 218 1/31/1977 — Brian Shay RB 5-7 208 2/22/1977 
John Browning DE 6-4 305 9/30/1973 Charles Kirby RB 6-1 247 11/27/1974 — Rashaan Shehee RB 5-10 210 © 6/20/1975 
Arland Bruce WR 5-9 190 11/23/1977 DesmondKitchings WR 5-9 175 7/19/1978 Will Shields G 6-3 321 9/15/1971 
Lewis Bush LB 6-2. 245 =-:12/2/1969 +~—- Brad Kubik G 6-3 292 3/31/1975 Kevin Sluder DT 6-3 270 9/20/1977 
Duane Clemons DE 6-5 272 5/23/1974 Kevin Lockett WR 6-1-1187 9/8/1974 Jeff Smith C 6-3 317 5/25/1973 | 
Mike Cloud RB 5-10 205 = 7/1/1975 Steve Martin DT 6-4 303 5/31/1974 Marcus Spears T 6-4 320 9/28/1971 | 
Todd S. Collins QB 6-4 228 11/5/1971 ‘Mike Maslowski LB 6-1 «246 = 7/11/1974 ~— Brenden Stai G 6-4 310 3/30/1972 
Kirby Dar Dar WR 5-9 192 3/27/1972 ChesterMcGlockton ODT 6-4 328 9/16/1969 Gary Stills LB 6-2) 235 T/N1/1974 
Pat Dennis DB 6-0 202 6/3/1978 Brock McGrew WR 6-2 210 5/17/1978 Pete Stoyanovich K 5-11 194 4/28/1967 } 
Cris Dishman OB 6-1 196 8/13/1965 Kirk McMullen TE 6-4 250 7/19/1977  GermaineStringes WR 5-7 170 1/4/1976 | 
Donnie Edwards LB 6-2) 235 4/6/1973 Warren Moon QB 6-3 218 11/18/1956 David Szott G 6-4 289 12/12/1967 
Chris Gall RB 6-1 231 4/4/1976 Frank Moreau RB 6-0 224 9/9/1976 John Tait T 6-6 306 1/26/1975 
Nick Gallery P 6-4 245 2/15/1975 — Sylvester Morris WR 6-3 208 10/6/1977 ‘Tim Terry LB 6-3 «235 ~=——«-7/26/1974 | 
Kendall Gammon C 6-4 265 10/23/1968 Rob Murphy G 6-5 300 1/18/1977 Bracey Walker DB 6-1 204 ~§=6/11/1970 
Grant Garrett C 6-3 301 8/11/1976 Andre O'Neal LB 6-1 «=«235)=—«-:12/12/1975 ~—_—sEric Warfield OB 6-1 195 3/3/1976 
Ron George LB 6-2 247 3/20/1970 _Lestlie O'Neal DE 6-4 281 5/1/1964  ThomasWashington ODT 6-3 310 12/12/1976 
Tony Gonzalez TE 6-4 251 2/27/1976 — Larry Parker WR 6-1 200 7/14/1976 — Brian Waters TE 6-2 277 = 2/18/1977 
Aaron Graham C 6-4 301 5/22/1973 Ty Parten DT 6-5 290 10/13/1969 Greg Wesley 6-2 214 3/19/1976 
Carlton Gray DB 6-1 198 6/26/1971  Marvcus Patton LB 6-2) 243 5/1/1967 ~~‘ Ted White QB 6-2 225 5/29/1976 
Elvis Grbac QB 6-5 237 8/13/1970 Melvin Pearsall TE 6-1 247 2/3/1975 Dan Williams DE 6-4 293 12/15/1969 
Tim Grunhard C 6-2 311 5/17/1968 Soe Perez WR 6-0 195 5/21/1977 _ Donald Willis G 6-3 330 7/15/1973 
Dante Hall RB 5-8 188 9/1/1978 Daniel Pope P 5-10 203 3/28/1975 Jerome Woods DB 6-2 202 3/17/1973 
James Hasty DB 6-1 213 5/23/1965 Derrick Ransom DT 6-3 307 9/13/1976 Mark Word DE 6-4 270 11/23/1975 
EricHicks DE 6-6 278 6/17/1976 Josh Rawlings T 6-3 314 = 4/41/1977 
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1 Indianapolis Colts 

2 = Sept.10 at Tennessee Titans 

3. Sept.17 San Diego Chargers 

4 Sept.24 at Denver Broncos 

5 = Oct.2 Seattle Seahawks 

6 Oct.8 Bye Week 

7 = Oct.15 Oakland Raiders 

8 Oct.22 St. Louis Rams 

§ Oct.29 at Seattle Seahawks 

10 Nov.5 at Oakland Raiders 

11 Nov.12 at San Francisco 49ers 
12 Nov.19 Buffalo Bills 

13° Nov.26  atSan Diego Chargers 
14 Dec.4 at New England Patriots 
15 Dec.10 Carolina Panthers 

16 Dec.17 Denver Broncos 

17__ Dec. 24 


at Atlanta Falcons 
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1999 Team Statistics 
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Right End RAYLEE JOHNSON 
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OFFENSE DEFENSE 
bili} Curtis Conway (7) ‘1 Al Fontenot (8) 
John Jackson (13) Jamal Williams (3) 
st Kendyl Jacox (4) 18 John Parella (8) 
Roman Fortin (11) Raylee Johnson (8) 
UUs Domingo Graham (2) Ri :3 Junior Seau (11) 
Vaughn Parker (7) Eric Hill (12) 
113) Freddie Jones (4) 1t:] Gerald Dixon (8) 
Jeff Graham (6) Darryl Lewis (10) 
Jim Harbaugh (14) 1:3 Deron Jenkins (4) 
Jermaine Fazande (1) Michael Dumas (9) 
has) Fred McCrary (4) 133) Rodney Harrison (7) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


LG John Carney (12) utd Kenny Bynum (4) 
Darren Bennett (6) 


Charlie Jones (5) 
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From 8-8 to a playoff berth? 


Give Chargers head coach Mike Riley 
some credit. In 1999, his first year as a 
pro head coach after a distinguished col- 
legiate career, Riley endured the tra- 
vails of former phenom quarterback 
Ryan Leaf and an overall dearth of true 
talent to pace the club to a respectable 
8-8 finish. 

San Diego managed to break even on 
the strength of the league’s second-best 
run defense, and a fairly easy schedule. 

For 2000, the Chargers hope to take 
the next step and seriously contend for 
a playoff berth. But reality suggests the 
opposite will happen. 

Offensively, this franchise may not 
have a true direction until the fate of 
Leaf is decided. He’s still on the roster 
and is expected to enter training camp 
as a competitor for a job. But he’ll have 
to contend with incumbent veterans 


Jim Harbaugh and Erik Kramer, as well 


as youngsters Moses Moreno and 
Sherdick Bonner. Where Leaf will even- 
tually fit in is anyone’s guess. 

Leaf, recovering from shoulder 
surgery, missed nearly all of the offsea- 
son training plan the team had set up 
for him to get him back into shape. In 
April, Leaf stormed out of the Chargers’ 
training facility after Fred McCrary 
called him “fat” and “out of shape” dur- 
ing an impromptu pep talk the fullback 
delivered. 

Leaf may turn out to be the worst 
draft pick ever, after having been select- 
ed No. 2 two years ago. The former 
Washington State star has had a string 
of blowups, lackluster play, and a shoul- 
der injury that sidelined him last sea- 
son. 

The Chargers will also try to go for- 
ward without a legitimate running 
threat. Veteran Natrone Means, who 
was never healthy or truly interested 
during his return season of a year ago, 
was waived—and that means a mostly 
untested player such as Jermaine 
Fazande will get the football 20 or more 
times a game. 

The defense was solid last year, but 
must be truly extraordinary in order for 
this team to have a reasonable chance at 
success. 

Someone has to finish last in the bal- 
anced AFC West, and San Diego 
appears to be the odds-on choice. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


The Chargers are no longer in dire 
need of a speed receiver after signing 
free agent Curtis Conway, formerly of 
the Bears, to a contract. Conway figures 
to start on the opposite side of veteran 
Jeff Graham (who was re-signed), 
although young Mikhael Ricks may get 
just as much playing time. A big target 
with nice hands and good strength, the 
Chargers would like to see Ricks devel- 
op in the mold of Carolina’s Muhsin 
Muhammad—i.e., a friendly target in 
the red zone. 

San Diego’s depth is decent, with vet- 
erans Chris Penn and Charlie Jones fig- 
uring most prominently. 

Tight end Freddie Jones is among the 
better pass receivers at his position. 
He’s a cut below Kansas City’s blossom- 
ing Tony Gonzalez, but more reliable 
than Oakland’s Ricky Dudley. Untested 
Reggie Davis is the backup, so Jones 
must remain consistently productive. 


6.5 | 


The Chargers have veteran leadership 
up front with tackle John Jackson and 
center Roman Fortin, but tackle 
Vaughn Parker is coming off a disap- 
pointing campaign and both projected 
starting guards—Kendy] Jacox and 
Domingo Graham—are undistin- 
guished at best. Unknowns Wilbert 
Brown and Raleigh provide question- 
able depth. 

When you consider that the Chargers 
won't possess a true quality back, the 
line will have that much more pressure 
on it to open the hole as well as protect 
the passer. 


4.5 


Harbaugh has always been a coura- 
geous competitor with a flair for the 
dramatic. Entering his 14th season, he’s 
nice to have around for nostalgic pur- 
poses. But it’s sort of disappointing to 
rely on him at this stage of his career. 
His ’99 rating was a weak 70.8, primari- 
ly because he tossed only 10 touchdown 
passes while throwing 14 picks. 

It'd be a dream for the Chargers if 


Leaf would come up from the depths of 


athletic despair and rescue the fran- 
chise, but that can hardly be counted 
on. Erik Kramer, the veteran former 
Lion and Bear, is still around, but he 
breaks down so often and has had such 
a hard time getting acclimated to Riley’s 
scheme that th little purpose pro- 
jecting any heroics his way. 

And with neither of the aforemen- 


tioned younger guys ready to take hold, 
the Chargers lack direction from the 
most important position. 


The Chargers have absolutely no rea- 
son to be optimistic about their running 
attack, Fazande is probably serviceable 


at best, with former Dallas reserve 
Robert Chauncey also warranting a 
look. Kick returner Kenny Bynum is 
fine as a change of pace, and Terrell 
Fletcher is a reasonable option as a 
third-down receiving back, but there 
just isn’t anyone here that opposing 
defenses are forced to truly respect. 

The best candidate to make a real dif- 
ference in the Chargers’ ground game 
could be Tremayne Stephens, who 
probably has the most big-play potential 
of the bunch, but has been lukewarm in 
intensity to this point. 


cet 


1e leader of that run defense from a 
year ago was Norman Hand, whom the 
Saints snagged as a free agent. His 
replacement is untested Jamal Williams, 
so the front unit will probably not be as 
deep as it was a year ago. There’s still 
quality up front though, with veteran 
ends Al Fontenot and Raylee Johnson 
(a team-leading 10.5 sacks last year) to 
go with run-stopping tackle John 
Parella. Ex-Saints prodigy Darren 
Mickell has been acquired to lend sup- 
port, and end Mike Mohring has con- 
verted to tackle to further shore up the 
interior defense. 

The starting unit is still fairly solid, 
but the challenge will be keeping the 
games wear on. 


One of the most enjoyable experi- 
ences for a football fan is watching 
Junior Seau play. Entering his 11th sea- 
son, the eight-time All-Pro continues to 
be the heart of the San Diego defense, 
which always seems to play pretty well 
as a unit as long as Seau is healthy and 
productive. Listed in the media guide as 
an inside linebacker, Seau is all over the 
place. Really, he’s an outside linebacker 
who can make plays in the middle. 

Gerald Dixon is the other true out- 
side backer, and burly Eric Hill mans 
the middle. The Chargers lost veteran 
Lew Bush to division rival Kansas City, 
and he’ll be missed for his savvy and 
quick reads. On the other hand, the 
organization is high on young Orlando 
Ruff, who may end up as Seau’s eventu- 
al heir apparent. Beyond that, the depth 
remains suspect, as has been the case 
for the last several seasons. 
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WK DATE 


1 Sept. 3 
2 ~~ Sept. 10 
3 Sept. 17 
4 Sept. 24 
5 Oct. 1 

6 Oct.8 

7 Oct. 15 
8 Oct. 22 
9 Oct. 29 
10 Nov. 5 
11 Nov. 12 
12 Nov. 19 
13 Nov. 26 
14 Dec.3 
15 Dec. 10 


Dec. 17 
Dec. 24 


2000 SCneniie 


OPPONENT 

at Oakland Raiders 
New Orleans Saints 
at Kansas City Chiefs 
Seattle Seahawks 

at St. Louis Rams 
Denver Broncos 

at Buffalo Bills 

Bye Week 

Oakland Raiders 

at Seattle Seahawks 
Miami Dolphins 

at Denver Broncos 
Kansas City Chiefs 
San Francisco 49ers 
at Baltimore Ravens 
at Carolina Panthers 
Pittsburgh Steelers 


Linebacker JUNIOR SEAU 


CH _—sCP LAYER POS HT WT 

; lee Rick Austin 6-1 307 

(- UR Rogers Beckett 6-1 204 

| — 7 Jam Jimmie Bell 6-5 285 

— Darren Bennett P 6-5 235 

David Binn TE 6-3 245 

HMM Sherdrick Bonner 0B 6-4 238 
e Ben Bordelon T 6-6 305 
(— Jae Fakhir Brown DB 5-11 = 192 

b>) Wilbert Brown G 6-2 310 

r= Ym Kenny Bynum RB 5-11 191 

Jee John Carney K 5-11 170 
[=| Leonardo Carson DE 6-3 283 
= Robert Chancey RB 6-1 252 

eS Curtis Conway WR 6-1 194 

wo Jose Cortez K 5-11 205 
Tony Darden OB 5-11 190 

3 Reggie Davis TE 6-3 233 

57) Wendell Davis TE 6-2 246 
he Adrian Dingle DT 6-3 272 
— Gerald Dixon LB 6-3 =-250 
— Jj Mike Dumas OB 6-1 202 
a Jermaine Fazande RB 6-2 255 

aa Terrell Fletcher RB 5-8 196 
—4 Albert Fontenot DE 6-4 287 
Rowan Fortin T 6-5 297 

Trevor Gaylor WR 6-0 192 

DeMingo Graham T 6-3 310 


BORN 
9/13/1976 


11/20/1973 
1/9/1965 
2/6/1972 

10/19/1968 
4/9/1974 

9/21/1977 
5/9/1977 
5/29/1974 
4/20/1964 
2/11/1977 
9/1/1972 
3/13/1971 
5/27/1975 
8/11/1975 
9/3/1976 
10/24/1975 
6/25/1977 
6/20/1969 
3/18/1969 
1/14/1975 
9/14/1973 
9/17/1970 
2/26/1967 
11/3/1977 
9/10/1973 


Defensive Backs 


Despite losing a pair of old favorites 
in Jimmy Spencer and Terance Shaw, 
the latter a salary cap casualty, the 
Chargers are excited about their sec- 
ondary. They have a right to be. A 
major problem since the team’s last 
postseason appearance in ’96 has been 
pass defense, but the club is strong at 
the corners with Darryl Lewis. Former 
Raven standout Deron Jenkins and 
safeties Rodney Harrison and Michael 
Dumas maintain a steady presence in 
the seams. This unit will make it diffi- 
cult for opposing offenses to get the ball 
downfield. 

Veteran corner Charles Dimry 
returns to lend experienced depth, and 
second-year man Fakhir Brown is a 
comer. Brown was slated to start at a 
corner opposite Lewis before Jenkins 
was acquired. 
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Since Darrion Gordon departed for 
Denver in 1998, the Chargers haven’t 
sported a serious return threat, and 
they are still searching for someone. 

Kenny Bynum has fine speed, but he 
is still learning the basics of sound kick- 
off return practices. Charlie Jones is 
merely adequate returning punts, noth- 
ing more. 

The kickoff coverage unit was the 


ZUG ican ROSIE; 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Jeff Graham WR 6-2 206 2/14/1969 
Michael Hamilton LB 6-2) 245 12/3/1973 
Jim Harbaugh QB 6-3 215 12/23/1963 
Cedric Harden DE 6-6 260 10/19/1974 
Derrick Harris RB 6-1 253 = 9/18/1972 
Rodney Harrison DB 6-1 207 12/15/1972 
Jon Haskins LB 6-2) «245 ~=—s:10/6/1975 
Steve Heiden TE 6-4 256 9/21/1976 
Owight Henry OB 5-11 179 © 2/12/1974 
Eric Hill LB 6-2) 265)—«11/14/1966 
Richard Hogans LB 6-2 «249 1/8/1975 
Israel Ifeanyi DE 6-3 260 11/21/1970 
Greg Jackson OB 6-1 217 8/20/1966 
John Jackson T 6-6 297 1/4/1965 
Kendyl Jacox C 6-2 330 6/10/1975 
DeRon Jenkins DB 5-11 190 11/14/1973 
Ronney Jenkins RB 5-11 190 5/25/1977 
Raylee Johnson DE 6-3 272 6/1/1970 
Charlie Jones WR 5-8 175 = 12/1/1972 
Freddie Jones TE 6-5 270 9/16/1974 
Reggie Jones WR 6-1-1175 5/5/1971 
Ryan Leaf QB 6-5 235 5/15/1976 
Darryl Lewis DB 5-9 188 12/16/1968 
Terrence McCaskey TE 6-5 279 9/30/1977 
Fred McCrary RB 6-1 235 9/19/1972 
Damion Mcintosh T 6-3 311 3/25/1977 
Darren Mickell DE 6-4 291 8/3/1970 


league’s second-worst, primarily 
because kicker John Carney rarely 
boots the ball these days deeper than 
the 10-yard line. The punting of Darren 
Bennett and associated coverage 
remains stellar. 

Carney is as reliable a placekicker as 
there is in the league, virtually automat- 
ic from inside 40 yards. But he’s not as 
lengthy as he once was. 


6.0 


Coaching/Front Office 


General manager Bobby Beathard, 
still licking his wounds after trading 
about two years worth of organizational 
development for the rights to Leaf in 
98, remains steadfast in his willingness 
to build the Chargers into a contender. 
He pulls the right strings sometimes but 
is way off the mark on other moves. 
Almost immediately after the draft 
Beathard retired, leaving the Chargers 
with too many holes to fill. 

It’s too early to tell whether Riley is 
the right guy to produce a winner in 
San Diego. The first-year results were a 
pleasant surprise, but it’ll be the 
progress measured from this season 
that will be a more accurate indicator of 
his value. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Mike Mohring OT 6-5 295 3/22/1974 
Moses Moreno QB 6-1 205 9/5/1975 
Reggie Nelson G 6-4 310 6/23/1976 
Vaughn Parker T 6-3 300 6/5/1971 
John Parrella OE 6-3 300 11/22/1969 
Joe Patton T 6-5 306 1/5/1972 
Chris Penn WR 6-1 198 4/20/1971 
Jason Perry DB 6-1 200 8/1/1976 
Durell Price RB 5-11 234 3/25/1978 
Robert Reed WR 6-1 203 1/14/1975 
John Reeves LB 6-3) 236 )=—.2/23/1975 
Mikhael Ricks WR 6-5 237 11/14/1974 
Raleigh Roundtree T 6-4 295 8/31/1975 
Orlando Ruff LB 6-3.) «247 = :9/28/1976 
Reggie Rusk DB 5-10 190 12/19/1972 
Junior Seau LB 6-3 = 250 1/19/1969 
Tremayne Stephens RB 5-11 206 4/16/1976 
Pete Swanson T 6-5 300 3/26/1974 
Kevin Swayne WR 6-2 175 = 1/17/1975 
Pene Talamaivao DT 6-3 313 6/14/1975 
Shannon Taylor LB 6-3) 247) = 2/6/1975 
Jason Thomas G 6-3 300 

Scott Turner DB 5-10 180 2/26/1972 
Eric Vance DB 6-2 218 7/14/1975 
Damen Wheeler OB 5-8 167 9/3/1977 
Jamal Williams OT 6-3 305 4/28/1976 
Stepfret Williams WR 6-1 170 6/14/1973 


By Amorak Huey 


What makes a sport a sport? 

It's one of those questions that comes up every 
so often, around the proverbial water cooler at 
work, or maybe over a couple of beers at your 
favorite watering hole. There are plenty of 
answers, and many passionately held opinions. 
Most manage to formulate their answer so that it 
includes their favorite sports—horse racing? figure 
skating?—but excludes the pastimes they don’t 
care about, such as bowling or lawn darts. 

But underlying all the answers, one thing that is 
consistent across the board in definitions of sport, 
is this: The effort to be the best. 

The competition to be number one is part of 
what separates stock-car racing from mowing your 
lawn, pole vaulting from pruning your pear tree. 

This, of course, is as true in the National 
Football League as it is anywhere in organized 
sport. From its simplest elements—the desire to 
run faster, be stronger, throw the ball farther— 
football is about trying to be better than the guy 
lined up across from you. 

But there’s more to it than just being faster or 
stronger than the next guy. To succeed in the 
NFL, a team needs to be the best from the top to 
the bottom, from the front office to the field, end 
zone to end zone, on offense, defense and special 
teams. And being the fastest or strongest doesn’t 
mean you're necessarily the best run blocker, or 
pass catcher, or kick returner. 

The names that follow have risen to the top of 
the game, achieving the glory everyone in the 
league seeks, Without further ado, here are those 
who have become “The Best in the Biz.” 


ST GMs 


nh mn Huttain 
J | lan DUTTail 


2 P Rich McKay, Tampa Ba 
3 > Ron Wolf, Green Bay 


General manager might be one of the most 
underappreciated positions in professional sports. 


Preview Sports 
Pro Football rates 
the top players 


The coaches get the glory. The owners get the 
money. When things go right, there are plenty of 
people to take the credit. But when things go 
wrong, the GM is often the first to take the fall. 

No one is better at avoiding the pitfalls of the 
position than Bill Polian. He built the Buffalo Bills 
into a near-dynasty. Then he moved on to expan- 
sion Carolina, where he had the Panthers in the 
NFC championship game in just their second sea- 
son as a franchise. Now look what he’s done in 
Indianapolis. If his legacy were no more than two 
draft picks, he’d qualify as a genius—Peyton 
Manning instead of Ryan Leaf in 1998; Edgerrin 


James instead of Ricky Williams in 1999. But he 


has done more than just make a couple of smart 
picks. He’s built the once-lowly Colts into Super 
Bowl contenders. Indianapolis enters this season 
as one of the favorites in the AFC, and much of 
the credit should fall to Polian. 

It’s already getting so it’s hard to remember that 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers were the Los Angeles 
Clippers of football—and not that long ago, either. 
Rich McKay is quick to deflect the praise to coach 
Tony Dungy and owner Malcolm Glazer—and 
while they are indeed praiseworthy, McKay 
deserves a share of the limelight. He assisted in the 
hiring of Dungy, and he was the architect of the 
Bucs’ recent run of draft success, nabbing impact 
players such as Derrick Brooks, Mike Alstott, 
Warrick Dunn, Warren Sapp and Donnie 
Abraham. And one need look no further than the 
brilliant off-season trade that brought in 
Keyshawn Johnson to see the true difference 
McKay has made in Tampa Bay. 

Ron Wolf and Mike Holmgren together built 
the Packers into a team that had the look of a 
dynasty, Holmgren handling the on-field decisions, 
Wolf supplying the personnel. It was Wolf who 
liked a certain backup quarterback for the Falcons 
enough to make sure the Packers grabbed him 
when they could. That, of course, was Brett Favre. 
Now Wolf has his work cut out for him, with 
Holmgren in Seattle and the short-lived Ray 
Rhodes’ era over before it ever started. Look for 
the Packers to make their way back to the top of 
the NFC heap under Wolf's guidance. 


in the game. 


T OFFENSIVE COACHES 


1 ri Mike Mz DUIS | 


2 ike Hol gren, Seattle 
| 3 > Tom Coughlin, Jacksonville 


The story of the year in the NFL in 1999 was 
the Rams’ improbable turnaround from 4-12 to 13- 
3 and Super Bowl champions. The team was full of 
newfound heroes and feel-good stories, from one- 
time Arena Leaguer and MVP Kurt Warner to the 
weepy head coach Dick Vermeil. One hero who 
might not have gotten enough credit was offensive 
coordinator Mike Martz. Under his scheme, the 
Rams led the league in total offense, averaging 
more than 400 yards a game—a figure no other 
team came close to matching. They scored 32.9 
points per game, more than 5 points a game better 
than the second team in the league. And remem- 
ber, this is all after the starting quarterback went 
down for the year in pre-season. Martz takes over 
for Vermeil as head coach this season, and the 
Rams’ offense should be potent again. 

Everyone knows what Mike Holmgren did in 
Green Bay, where he mentored Brett Favre into 
superstardom and ran one of the most consistent 
offenses in the league. Up for a new challenge and 
eager for the power and control that came with 
being general manager, he headed off to Seattle last 
season. Despite an inexperienced quarterback in 
Jon Kitna and the disruptive holdout of ace receiver 
Joey Galloway, Holmgren’s Seahawks ranked in the 
top half of the league in scoring, passing offense, 
and total offense. Expect continued improvement 
this year as the team continues to mature into 
Holmgren’s West Coast-style offensive system. 

Tom Coughlin’s Jacksonville Jaguars ranked 
sixth in the league in scoring, first in the league in 
rushing yards, 13th in passing yards and seventh in 
total offense. This even though quarterback Mark 
Brunell battled injuries much of the season, and so 
did running backs Fred Taylor and James Stewart. 
Coughlin, a noted disciplinarian, has molded the 
Jaguars into a perennial Super Bow] contender, 
and they just might have been the best team in the 
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league last season if only they could have gotten 
past Tennessee. Coughlin has made good person 
nel decisions, hired good assistant coaches and 
installed an offensive scheme that can run or pass 
against the best defenses the NFL has to offer. 


DEFENSIVE COACHES 
1 ony Duney 
2 © Tom Coughlin, Jacksonville 


3 || in Lewis, Baltimore 


The Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ rise from the bot- 
tom of the league to near the top has been engi- 
neered on the field by Tony Dungy, and there’s no 
question his approach emphasizes defense first. 
The NFC title game last season offered a micro- 
cosm of what Dungy has so masterfully accom- 
plished: His Bucs shut down the powerful Rams 
offense, holding Kurt Warner and St. Louis to 91 
yards below their season average before falling 11- 
6, Rams receiver Isaac Bruce summed it up well 
after the game: “I have never played a defense as 
tough as Tampa Bay’s.” He probably won't, either, 
as long as Dungy is running the team. 

Seeing Tom Coughlin’s name here as well as on 
the best offensive coaches list should tell you just 
how impressive his achievements are. Coming into 
last season, the biggest question dogging the 
Jaguars was whether their defe nse would be able 
to stop anyone. The answer? They could stop 
just about everyone. Under Coughlin and 
new defensive coordinator Dom Capers, 
the Jags allowed a league-low 13.6 
points per game. They ranked fifth in 
the league in total defense and tied 
for the league lead with 57 sacks. 
Plus, they showed a knack for finding 
the end zone themselves, scoring on 
three interception returns and one 
fumble return. 

Marvin Lewis is the only coach on 
this list who's not a head coach, and 
many casual NFL fans might never have 
even heard of him. He’s the defensive 
coordinator of the Baltimore Ravens, Baltimore 
ranked in the top 10 in the league in scoring 
defense, total defense, interceptions and sacks. 
What makes this even more impressive is that the 
Ravens’ offense was, well, not exactly terrific, 


Rookie Jevon Kearse (at right) uses a great 
burst of speed and a hook pattern to reach 
the quarterback, while Warren Sapp (above) 
uses power to bull straight to his target. 
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ranking in the bottom of the league in total yards 
and in time of possession. That means Lewis’ unit 
was on the field a lot. It was up to the challenge 


PASS-RUSHERS 


| 2. > Warren Sapp, Tampa Bay 
| 3 > Kevin Carter, St. Louis 


Rushing the passer is part technique, part 
strength, part speed and all desire. You have to 
want to get to the quarterback more than the 
blocker wants to protect him. A sack is one of the 
most valuable defensive weapons, because only a 
turnover can disrupt an offensive drive quicker. 


re 


‘ aden ” 


The best pass rushers are the ones who pin their 
ears back and go at the snap of the ball, barreling up 
the middle or around the end, locked on the quar- 
terback’s numbers like a missile locked on its target. 

How good was Jevon Kearse during his rookie 
season? Just ask Buffalo Bills quarterback Rob 


Johnson, who had the misfortune of meeting Mr. 


Kearse up close and personal in the end zone dur- 
ing the first round of the playoffs, The play result- 
ed in a safety, and it was just the start of a huge 
day for Kearse, who seemed to be disrupting things 
all over the field all game—and all season long, for 
that matter. He led the AFC with 14.5 sacks—a 
record for a rookie. It seems he’s just getting start- 
ed on a long career of harassing quarterbacks. 

One of the most entertaining battles in the NFL 
is the ongoing good-natured competition between 
Bucs defensive tackle Warren Sapp and Green Bay 
quarterback Brett Favre, Sapp’s favorite target. 
Although Favre would never admit it, lately it 
seems Sapp has been getting the best of the friend- 
ly feud. Sapp came into 1999 with a newfound 

desire and a slimmed-iown body. “Going back 
and watching myself on film turned my 
stomach,” he said. Well, last season 

should remedy that. He recorded a 


career-best 12 sacks and made the Pro Bowl for 
the third straight season. 

Everybody talks about what the Rams’ offense 
did last season, but the defense was pretty darned 
good as well, and Kevin Carter was one of the 
biggest reasons for that. Like Kearse a former 
Florida Gator, he set a career high with 17 sacks— 
leading the league and giving him 52 sacks in his 
five NFL seasons. At 6-foot-5, 275 pounds, he’s got 
an impressive combo of size and speed, and he 
seems to just now be maturing into a star. 


THE BEST COVER CORNERS 


1 > Ty Law, New England 
/2 Sam Madison, Miami 
| 3 > Champ Bailey, Washington 


There might be no more pressure at any other 
position. A running back scores, and there are hosts 
of defenders to blame—linebackers, defensive line- 
men, safeties. But when a receiver hauls in a touch- 
down pass, you know just who let him get away 

Cornerbacks play on an island, one on one, no 
margin for error. The man lined up across the ball 
is wicked fast, and if you give him even a half-step, 
he's by you and headed for the end zone, Not to 
mention the fact that these days he’s liable to be 6 
foot-4 and a world-class leaper. That's why talent 
at cover corner is so important. 

Deion Sanders is past his prime, but he still mer- 
its mention as arguably the greatest cover corner of 
all time. He could control the game in a way almost 
unheard of from the corner position, utterly shut- 
ting down one side of the field as a viable option. 

Of the players at their peak right now, Ty Law 
comes closest to Sanders. A former first-round pick 
out of Michigan, Law had only two interceptions last 
season, but that’s because teams basically stopped 
throwing his way after he picked off nine passes 


the year before, He usually covers the other team’s 
top receiver—and almost always comes out on top. 

Sam Madison of the Dolphins takes advantage 
of whatever edge he can gain in coverage. Critics— 
and Bills fans—might say he often gets away with 
pass interference. No question, he's a physical cor- 
nerback, and he’s also something of a gambler on 
defense. But Madison also quickly gaining a reputa- 
tion as one of the toughest DBs around. He tied for 
the league lead with seven interceptions last season. 

Champ Bailey played both sides of the ball at 
Georgia, and he probably has the talent to be an 
NFL receiver as well. But his true calling is at 
defensive back. He ranked among the league's best 
with five picks as a rookie last year, and he’s only 
going to get better and better. 


THE BEST UNDER PRESSURE 


1 Brett Favre, Green Bay 
| 2 > Peyton Manning, Indianapolis 
3 > Marshall Faulk, St. Louis 


When it’s late in the fourth quarter and the 
game is on the line—that’s when heroes are born, 
when stars are made, That’s when those who 
thrive under pressure are at their best. 

There’s no one you want taking the snaps for 
your offense at crunch time more than Brett Favre. 
He once said, “If there’s been one person | think 
I've patterned myself after, it’s John Elway.” And 
now that Elway’s retired, Favre has taken the man- 
tle as king of the winning touchdown drive. In the 
Pack’s first game last season, he led the team 82 
yards in the final two minutes with no timeouts, 
the drive culminating with the winning touchdown 
pass. Two weeks later, he engineered another long 
drive to beat the Vikings on a TD pass with 12 sec- 
onds to play. The very next week, he beat the Bucs 
with a TD pass in with 1:12 left in the game. “We 


got Favred,” ‘Tampa Bay quarterback Trent Dilfer 
said. It was an amazing stretch for Favre, and 
clearly established him as the comeback king. 
Colts signal-caller Peyton Manning has had to 
spend his whole football life dealing with pressure 
and expectations, as the son of a legend. And, 
heck, once you've played quarterback in the 
Southeastern Conference, the NFL comes easy, 
right? Manning has time and again showed poise 
beyond his years, remaining unrattled in the 
toughest of situations. He led last-minute, game- 
winning drives for the Colts last season against the 


Jets, Dolphins and Browns. 


Marshall Faulk probably deserved to be the 
NFL's most valuable player last season, with no 
offense intended to Kurt Warner. Faulk was a 
leader all season, playing through the flu in one 
game and always there to throw a key block or 
give Warner an outlet option, in addition to his 
dazzling nishing and receiver numbers. He contin- 
ually provided the Rams with the clutch plays 
when they were needed. 


THE BEST DEEP THREATS 


1 Randy Moss, —— 
2 Isaac Bruce, ea 
Bl Darnay Scott tae 


It's one of the most exciting plays in football: The 
bomb. It’s the one you always ran in your backyard 
games as a kid. Go deep, the quarterback would say, 
and you would, and it would seem the ball hung in 
the air forever as you ran and ran, and there was 
nothing more satisfying than the way it settled softly 
into your arms as you passed the rose bush, or the 
park bench, or the corner of the neighbor's yard— 
whatever marker served as your makeshift end zone. 

True bombs are rare in the NFL, because the 
defenses are so good, and so many things have to go 
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right for the offense. The line has to block for longer 
than usual, and the quarterback has to see the open 
man and get the ball downfield. And, of course, 
there has to be a receiver waiting to catch the ball 

The best at it is without a doubt Randy Moss of 
the Minnesota Vikings. He has hands of glue and 
the leaping ability of Dominique Wilkins. Plus, at 
6-foot-4, he towers over most defensive backs. He’s 
been something special since he slipped to the 
Vikings in the 1998 draft. In his two seasons in the 
league, he has 28 touchdowns and has averaged 
18.3 yards per catch. Last year, he had 26 catches 
of 20 or more yards, eight of 40 or more. And 
those numbers don’t count the numerous times he 
drew pass-interference penalties because the defen- 
sive back simply couldn’t cover him downfield. 

Isaac Bruce makes it look easy, He's fast, but 
not spectacularly fast, and he’s not especially big 
(listed at 6 feet even), But he has the grace and 
agility to get downfield and haul in the deep ball as 
well as just about any receiver in the league. He 
caught 12 touchdown passes last season, tied for 
most in the league, and he had 19 catches of more 
than 20 yards. 

It might be a bit of a surprise to see Darnay Scott 
on this list, ahead of some bigger names like Joey 
Galloway, Antonio Freeman or Marvin Harrison, 
And Scott might not offer the complete package 
those players have. But when he slips behind the 
defense and heads for the goal line, he’s as good as 
anyone. He topped 1,000 yards for the first time last 
season. He and strong-armed young quarterback 
Akili Smith should hook up this season for some 
exciting plays on an otherwise dreary Bengals team 


POSSESSION RECEIVERS 


my Smith, Jacksonville 


Tim Brown, Oakland 


The deep threats might get most of the glory, 
but the possession receivers win ballgames. When 
it’s third-and-8, you need to know you have some- 
where to turn, a receiver whom you can count to 
run the right route, get himself open even if just 
for an instant, then hang on for dear life when the 
ball arrives. 

There is no more reliable receiver in the league 
than Jacksonville’s Jimmy Smith. He caught 116 
passes last season, and 86 of them went for 
Jaguars’ first downs. Thirty-three of his catches 
came on third down, 21 of those with 6 or more to 
go for the first. He has averaged 90 catches for 
1,350 yards over the past four seasons. 

Cris Carter is one of the great possession 
receivers of all-time, and falls to second on this list 
only because he’s past his prime. In 1994 and ‘95 
for the Vikings, he caught 122 passes each season, 
and he’s had at least 78 catches every year since 
1993. Of his 90 catches last season, 65 went for 
first downs. Whether it’s tiptocing down the side- 
lines to stay inbounds or making a fingertip grab in 
the end zone, Carter is still one of the best there is. 

Tim Brown is another Mr, Reliable. He’s had at 
least 80 catches for at least 1,000 yards every sea- 
son since 1993. And last season, 64 of his 90 
catches went for first downs, When the Raiders 
need tough yards through the air, there’s little 
doubt where the ball will be thrown. And there's 
little doubt Brown will make the grab. 


_) EST LEFT TACKLES 


ai ESE PHCE ms ras 
Eg Jonathan Ogden, Baltimore 


No one ever talks about offensive lineman 
It's a position of all guts, no glory. And yet it’s 
incredibly key to any team’s success. This is par- 
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ticularly true of left tackle, the blocker responsi- 
ble for protecting the blind side of a right-handed 
quarterback. This is why the Redskins took 
Chris Samuels of Alabama in the first round and 
let Peter Warrick slide by. Part of the reason 
there’s no glory is that there aren't any real stats 
to measure for offensive linemen, but a good left 
tackle is an asset on the order of a good running 
back. 

Tony Boselli is as good as they come. Many peo 
ple consider the Jaguars left tackle to be the best 
offensive lineman in the league. He’s a four-time 
Pro Bowler, and one of the biggest reasons—liter- 


ally, at 6-foot-7, 318 pounds—for Jacksonville's 
offensive success. 

The Rams’ Orlando Pace was such a monster at 
Ohio State that St. Louis made him the No. 1 over- 
all pick in the 1997 draft. He didn’t immediately 
blossom, but he’s become one of the best pass pro- 
tectors in the league. He started in the Pro Bowl 
last year. 

The 6-foot-8, 335-pound Jonathan Ogden is a 
three-time Pro Bow! starter in just five NFL sea- 
sons. The Ravens left tackle was the fourth overall 
pick in the 1996 draft, and he’s proven to be a 
valuable asset for Baltimore. 


Jimmy Smith lakeuei keeps the Jags rolling downfield ane OB Mark Brunell 
is stuck on third and ten, while record-setting Cris Carter (inset) is 
the Vikings’ go-to guy on third down possession plays. 


THE | T KICK RETURNERS 


] : Ter ence | ¥V ilkins. Ar dianapolis - 


wl 


2 Michael Bates, Carolina l 
| 3 > Az-Zahir Hakim, St. Louis 


The Colts’ Terrence Wilkins was an undrafted 
rookie last season, and he made a nice little splash 
as a fulltime kick returner and sometime wide 
receiver. He returned 51 kickoffs for an average of 
22.2 yards each, including a 97-yard touchdown. 
He also returned 41 punts for an average of 9.5 
yards each, and he had a TD return there as well. 
He’s young and talented, and easily could be the 
league's best returner this season. 

The Panthers’ Michael Bates, a veteran special- 
teams specialist, averaged 24,8 yards per kickoff 
return, taking two all the way back for scores. 

Az-Zahir Hakim of the Rams returns punts, and 
is always a threat to break one and go all the way. 
He averaged 10.5 yards per punt return last season, 
with one touchdown. An exciting player to watch. 


. 
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BEST PUNTERS 


| 1 & Darren Bennett, 


THE 


san Diego 


2D Josh Miller, Pittsburgh | 
3 > Tom Tuna, N.Y. Jets 


Everybody sneered when the Oakland Raiders 
drafted West Virginia punter Shane Lechler in the 
fifth round in April. And, okay, we'll grant it might 


have been a bit of a reach. But don’t underestimate 
the value of a good punter. Oakland’s Leo Araguz 
in 1999 averaged a meager 40.1 yards per punt, 
with a net average of only 32.3. Those numbers 
were near the bottom of the league on both counts, 
about five or six yards below the leaders. If you fig- 
ure a team punts, say, five times a game, that’s 
close to 30 yards worth of field position—three 
first downs. The Raiders went 8-8 last season, and 
only three of their games were decided by more 
than seven points. You have to figure three first 
downs one way or another could change the out- 
come of any game decided by a touchdown or less. 

If you need a punter, look no further than the 
Chargers’ Darren Bennett, the Aussie with the 
mighty leg. The onetime Australian Rules Football 
star averaged 43.9 yards per boot last season, with 
32 of his 89 punts inside the 20. His net average 
(subtracting return yardage) was 38.7, best in the 
NFL, And it was a bit of an off-year for him. He 
can flat-out kill the ball. 

The Steelers’ Josh Miller averaged 45.2 yards a 
kick last season, third in the league, and 27 of his 
84 punts ended up inside the 20, The left-footer 
from Arizona has quickly developed into one of 
the league's best. 

Pro Bowler Tom Tupa not only is a great 
punter, he can fill in at quarterback if worst comes 
to worst, as it did for the Jets last season. Tupa 
completed six of the 11 passes he threw, for two 
touchdowns and no interceptions. Plus, the veter- 
an had a career year punting the ball, averaging 
45.2 yards. 


1ey Harrison, San Diego __ 
2 Junior Seall, San Diep 70 
3 > Levon Kirkland, Pittsburgh 


The hit appeals to the primal part of us. The same 
part that watches NASCAR races for the wrecks, 
that rubbernecks at highway accidents—that’s the 
part that finds it compelling to watch one man 
slam full force into another on the football field, to 
watch heads snap back, bodies slam to the turf. 

San Diego safety Rodney Harrison is one of the 
league’s toughest hitters. He delivered the pre-sea- 
son hit that knocked St. Louis quarterback ‘Trent 
Green out of action for the entire year. After the 
Rams found success with Kurt Warner, Harrison 
boasted that he deserved to be the team’s MVP. Is 
that a hitter’s attitude or what? 

Junior Seau’s last name is pronounced “Say 
Ow” and that should tell you everything you need 
to know. The Chargers’ eight-time Pro Bowl line- 
backer is a terrific hitter, and the scary thing is that 
last season he crossed over and played some tight 
end, How would you like to see that truck bearing 
down on you if you were a defensive back? 

Steelers linebacker Levon Kirkland combines 
good speed with stunning size on a compact 
frame—only 6-foot-1, he weighs in at 270-plus 
pounds. He comes at opposing ballcarriers rather 
the way a small tank might. He packs a wallop. 
Kirkland has had at least 100 tackles in each of the 
past five seasons, and you can bet the other guy 
got the worst of nearly all of those collisions. 


Terrence Wilkins’ (above) blazing speed 
added up to 1,134 yards and an average 
of 22.2 per return; while Michael Bates’ 
(inset) hipper dipper moves eclipsed 


| those numbers with 1,287 yards and 


a 24.9 average. Given a sliver of 
an opening, both can break a long run. 
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THE BEST PLAYERS UNDER 25 


Dayt Vianning Indianannilic 
PYtOl VAanning, Ulditd DO} 


As always in sports, youth will be served. 
There’s always a generation younger and faster and 
seemingly better than the previous one. Right now, 
the young stars in the NFL are led by a second-gen- 
eration star, Peyton Manning, who just might be 
the best player in the league of any age. He doesn’t 
turn 25 until March 24, 2001. Will he have his 
first Super Bow] ring by then? Don’t rule it out. 

Manning isn’t the only Colt with a lifetime 
ahead of him. In his rookie season, Edgerrin James 
made everyone forget Ricky Williams was the run- 
ning back with all the college records. James rushed 
for 1,553 yards last year and added 587 yards 
receiving. He scored 17 touchdowns. At age 21. 
His 22nd birthday isn't until August 1 of this year. 

Perhaps the scariest thing about Jevon Kearse is 
that he left college after his junior season. All he did 
as a rookie was record the most sacks by any NFL 
first-year player ever. How good would he have 
been as a senior at Florida? Quarterbacks around 
the Southeastern Conference should be glad they 
didn’t have to find out. He turns 24 on September 3. 
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PLAYERS OVER 35 


1 ® Bruce Smith, Washing 


0} ' 
2 © Edgerrin James, Indianapolis 2 © Darrell Green, Washington 
3 > Jevon Kearse, Tennessee 3 > Al Del Greco, Tennessee 


Some people just don’t know when to quit. 
Others know you don’t have to hang ‘em up until 
you can’t perform anymore. Although the physical 
demands of football make it a sport for the youth- 
ful—and the average player has moved on to a 
more sedate lifestyle by age 32—some players have 
what it takes to keep going long after most of the 
players in their draft class have headed for the hills. 

Bruce Smith turned 37 years old in June, and he 
may have slowed somewhat, but he’s still a force to 
be reckoned with. Mr. Smith goes to Washington 
this season after 15 years with the Buffalo Bills. 
The 11-time Pro Bow] defensive end is one of the 
all-time greats, and has posted 171 sacks in his 
career, He’s got enough left in him to help the 
Redskins make a run at the Super Bow! this season. 

The Redskins also have the No. 2 player on this 
list in cornerback Darrell Green, still one of the 
fastest men in the league. Believe it or not, he 
turned 40—yes, 40!—in February. The seven-time 
Pro Bowler had three interceptions last season. 
And what better person for youngster Champ 


The Colts have Brett Favre in 
the making with 

QB Peyton Manning and 

RB Edgerrin James, both 
under 25 and rating close to 
the top in their positions. 


Bailey to learn the pro ropes from? If Deion 
Sanders ends up with the Redskins this year, he 
and Green will share time as one of the more for- 
midable platoons ever. 

It’s true Al Del Greco hasn’t exactly had to take 
the pounding other players do, considering he’s a 
kicker, But even though he’s 38 years old, the for- 
mer Auburn star remains one of the most consis- 
tent placekickers in the NFL. He made 21 of 25 
field goal attempts last season, including a 50- 
yarder, and he made all 43 of his extra points. In 
16 NFL seasons, he’s made 506 of 513 extra-point 
attempts—and he hasn't missed one since 1993. 


E BEST NICKNAMES 


Powde 


2 © Jevon Kearse: “The Freak” 
> Deion Sanders: “Prime Time” 

When Oakland drafted Florida State placekick- 
er and native of Poland Sebastian Janikowski in 
the first round, many football experts groaned. But 
could there be a better fit than Janikowski and the 
Raiders? His flamboyant personality and a leg of 
steel have earned him one of the best nicknames 
anywhere in sports. 

Jevon Kearse’s nickname comes about because 
he’s a freak of a nature. He’s too big, too fast and 
just plain scary. One columnist observed that he 
has the wingspan of a pterodactyl, and he must be 
just about as imposing as he swoops down on a 
quarterback. In case you were wondering how fast 
he is, here’s a hint: He was a defensive back when 
he arrived at the University of Florida before mov- 
ing to linebacker and finally to down lineman, A 
freak of nature indeed. 

A nickname has never suited a player better 
than Deion Sanders and “Prime Time.” “Neon 
Deion” is pretty good, too, but “Prime Time” sums 
up a man who never does anything too far from 
the spotlight—whether it’s baseball or football or 
fishing on private property. It’s worth noting that 
Sanders is always ready for the glory of prime time 
because he works so hard even when the cameras 
aren’t around, 


; BEST INTHE BOOTH 


1 Al Michaels 


7 The ESPN studio crew | 


3 P& John Madden and Pat Summerall 


Finally, we'll close with the guys behind the 
mikes. They may not be part of the on-field action, 
but for most fans, they play a huge role in how we 
see the game. It doesn’t matter whom they stick 
with Al] Michaels in the Monday Night Football 
booth: We'll continue to watch. Michaels is a 
Monday night institution, His dry wit and sooth- 
ing voice are a perfect fit for football, even when 
the game drags on too long, as they often seem to. 

There’s no better way to start a football Sunday 
than watching ESPN’s NFL Countdown. It has the 
other network’s pregame shows beaten hands 
down for plain old straightforward football cover- 
age. From Mike Tirico to Jim Kelly to Sterling 
Sharpe to Chris Mortensen, the show features a 
strong lineup across the board. 

Some things just go together. You know, like 
peanut butter and jelly, coffee and doughnuts, 
John Madden and Pat Summerall have attained 
that status. You might get tired of Madden's bab- 
bling and his tendency to draw too many lines and 
circles on the screen—but you have to admit, it 
just feels like an NFL game when these two are in 
the booth. Madden earned another Sports Emmy 
for his work last season, by the way. 
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OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


372.8 


2 


NEG EAST Washington Redskins 


i999 Recon) 


10-6, Ist in NFC East 


1999 Team Statistics 
DEFENSIVE AVG 


BRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 


Running Back STEPHEN DAVIS 


PER GAME 


| 


Projected 2000 lineip | 


OFFENSE 
1:1 Michael Westbrook (6) 
b© Andy Heck (11) 
‘EY Keith Sims (10) 
_» Cory Ramer (6) 
UtS Tre’ Johnson (7) 
i) Jon Jansen (2) 
113) Stephen Alexander (2) 
J) Albert Connell (4) 
13} Brad Johnson (9) 
1\:) Stephen Davis (5) Sam Shade (6) 
Centers (11) sy Mark Carrier (11) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


UG Brett Conway (4) Lt:d James Thrash (4) 
-. Undecided 


':) Brian Mitchell (11 
NORVTURNER 


STADIUM (80,116 cap.) 


DEFENSE 
) Bruce Smith (16) 
++) Dan Wilkinson (7) 
Ute Dana Stubblefield (8) 
.:= Marco Coleman (9) 
8 Greg Jones (4) 
) Derek M. Smith (4) 
1:3 Shawn Barber (3) 
'».) Champ Bailey (1) 
in:# Darrell Green (18) 
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For Skins, success breeds change 


Things are moving faster in the 
Washington Redskins’ organization than 
they do on Capitol Hill during a 
Presidential election year. 

For one thing the faces of the Redskins’ 
coaching staff have changed more quickly 
than those of outgoing Congressmen. And, 
there have been more deals made in a short 
time frame by the ’Skins’ front office than 
by any group of special interest lobbyists. 

First, the coaches. There has been a mass 
exodus from head coach Norv Turner’s 
staff despite last season’s 10-6 record and 
first place finish in the NFC East. Six new 
assistants will be on staff this season, 
beginning with Ray Rhodes, a former head 
man at Philadelphia and Green Bay who 
now takes over as the defensive coordina- 
tor. Rhodes replaces Mike Nolan, who had 
served as the Redskins’ defensive coordina- 
tor for the last three seasons but who fell 
into disfavor last season when the ’Skins 
finished dead last in the NFC in defense. 

To put it bluntly, the Redskins’ defense 
had more leaks than a Senate investigation 
committee. The Redskins surrendered 377 
points, allowing 34 or more points in a 
game six times. Moreover, the team 
allowed 141 of those points in the last 
quarter, a sure sign of mental fatigue. 
Ironically, the Redskins’ defense played 
fairly well in a first-round playoff loss to 
Tampa, but Turner and the ’Skins’ hierar- 
chy were not at all pleased with the whole 
package. 

Rhodes brings with him a reputation as 
a hard-nosed competitor who has enjoyed 
postseason success. In 19 seasons as an 
NFL head or assistant coach, his teams 
have been to the playoffs 13 times. 

In addition to Rhodes, the Redskins 
have named former NFL head coach Foge 
Fazio as linebackers coach, Pat Flaherty as 
tight ends coach, Ron Meeks as defensive 
backs coach, Mike Trgovac as defensive 
line coach, and Kirby Wilson as running 
backs coach. 

They’ve also brought in former NFL 
running back and scout Melvin Bratton as 
director of NFC pro personnel. 

Give the Redskins credit for not stand- 
ing pat. The front office was just as busy 
moving players as it was switching coach- 
es. They re-signed the players they needed 
to, namely fullback Larry Centers, defen- 
sive end Marco Coleman, center Cory 
Raymer and guard Keith Sims. Then they 
went out and acquired defensive end Bruce 
Smith and safety Mark Carrier through 
free agency to bolster two spots that were 
very weak last season. 

The Redskins’ best move of all, though, 
came in late February when they engi- 
neered a trade with San Francisco that net- 
ted them the No. 3 pick in the April college 


draft to go along with the No. 2 selection 
they already own. That gave the Skins two 
chances to bolster their defense with blue 
chip talent. 

All this offseason activity suggests the 
Redskins are serious about reaching the 
Super Bowl next January. Now wouldn't 
that be the perfect adornment for the new 
White House occupants? 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


Michael Westbrook and Albert Connell 
are one of the best wide receiver tandems 
in the NFL (only Minnesota’s Randy Moss 
and Cris Carter had more yardage). 
Westbrook and Carter each had over 1,000 
receiving yards last season and the pair 
combined for 16 touchdowns. Westbrook 
grabbed 65 passes for 1,191 yards and nine 
touchdowns, and Connell had 62 recep- 
tions for 1,132 yards and seven TDs. They 
both averaged 18.3 yards per catch, provid- 
ing two long-range threats that gave oppo- 
nents fits. 

Veteran Irving Fryar filled in admirably 
when called upon, pulling in 26 passes, two 
of them for touchdowns, in a reserve role. 
This is one area where the Redskins did 
not make a coaching change. It’s hard to 
beat the Redskins’ passing game and Terry 
Robiskie, the passing game coordinator, 
deserves much of the credit. 

Stephen Alexander had 29 catches, 
including three for touchdowns, last season 
and was the fifth leading receiver on the 
team. His 11.2 yards per catch was the 
third best on the club. 

The Redskins have hired Pat Flaherty as 
new tight ends’ coach and the ‘Skins are 
hoping his 20 years of coaching experience 
will help in Alexander’s development. 
Alexander’s backup is James Jenkins, who 
caught only one pass last season but who 
blossomed at Rutgers under Flaherty, who 
was then an assistant with the Scarlet 
Knights. 


Quarterbacks 


Brad Johnson had a Pro Bowl campaign, 
finishing fifth in the league in overall pass- 
ing efficiency (90.0). He passed for more 
than 4,000 yards (4,005), becoming only 
the second quarterback in NFL history to 
pass that barrier, and connected for 24 
touchdowns. He threw 519 passes yet was 
intercepted only 13 times, 

Whereas many clubs have only one deep 
threat receiver, the Redskins have two, giv- 
ing Johnson more options than most quar- 
terbacks. Even though he just completed 
his ninth NFL season, he showed amazing 


durability last season, playing in all 16 
games. Rodney Peete, a runner more than a 
passer, is Johnson’s backup, but the team 
has problems moving the ball when 
Johnson is on the sidelines. 


7.0 


Signing left guard Keith Sims and center 
Cory Raymer were key moves by the 


DALE ZASINEJICOM SPORTS MEOIA 


Quarterback BRAD JOHNSON 


Redskins’ front office. Their signings 
enable the Redskins to keep intact their 
starting interior line that ranks among the 
best in the NFL. Left tackle Andy Heck, 
All-Pro right guard Tre’ Johnson and right 
tackle Jon Jansen complete the line that 
helped Johnson pass for more than 4,000 
yards and Davis rush for more than 1,000. 
Reserve Brad Badger at left guard has plen- 
ty of experience in a backup role. 


6.0 | 


Running Backs 


One of the Redskins’ remaining priori- 
ties is to lock up running back Stephen 
Davis to a long-term contract. He emerged 
as one of the NFL’s top running backs last 
season after sharing the position with 
Stephen Hicks in 1998. Davis was recently 
designated as the Redskins’ franchise play- 
er after rushing for 1,405 yards and a 
league-leading 17 touchdowns last season. 
Hicks remains a capable backup; and veter- 
an Brian Mitchell, who serves mainly as a 
kick returner, showed some flash at the 
position last season by averaging 5.5 yards 
on 40 carries. 

Fullback Larry Centers is used mostly as 
a blocker and pass catcher in the Redskins’ 
system and he led the team in pass receiv- 
ing with 69 receptions, including three for 
scores. 

Kirby Wilson arrives as the new coach of 
the running backs and he enjoyed great 
success at New England, producing two 
1,000-yard rushers in his last two seasons 
there. Wilson also coached Troy Davis at 
Iowa State and Davis won two NCAA 
rushing titles under Wilson’s tutelage. 


6.0 


Acquiring Bruce Smith was a major coup 
provided the 36-year-old, 15-year veteran 
has anything left in his tank. He showed 
signs of slipping last season, missing out on 
the Pro Bow] for the first time in 12 years. 

“I expected to ride off into the sunset 
with the Buffalo Bills, but I’m not bitter it 
happened,” Smith said. “I consider this to 
be a blessing.” 

The Redskins hope to play Smith, one of 
the most dominant defensive ends in 
league history, at left end with recently re- 
signed Marcus Coleman (6.5 sacks) man- 
ning the other end. Smith is exceptional at 
rushing the passer, a major weak spot for 
the Redskins last season, and he ranks sec- 
ond on the NFL’s all-time sack list with 
171, just 21 behind Reggie White. Smith 


joins a defensive line that also includes 


Dana Stubblefield and Dan Wilkinson. 
Wilkinson led the club in sacks last season 
(8). Kenard Lang (6 sacks) will provide 
backup to Smith at left end. 


6.0 


ehackers 


Greg Jones, Derek M. Smith and Shawn 
Barber formed the starting linebacking 
crew last season, but only Barber managed 
at least 100 tackles, and the crew managed 
only 2.5 sacks between them. 

The club is clearly looking for help in 
this area and was hoping to use its two 
first-round picks in the draft to address the 
situation. 

Kurt Gouveia, a former Redskin, has 
returned as a backup middle linebacker 
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Z000|Schenile 
WK DATE OPPONENT 


1 Sept.3 
2 ~~ Sept. 10 
3 Sept. 18 
4 Sept. 24 
5 = Oct.1 

6 Oct.8 
Cotes 
8 Oct. 22 
9 Oct. 30 
10 Nov.5 
11 Nov. 12 
12 Nov. 20 
13° Nov. 26 
14 Dec.3 
15 Dec. 10 


Carolina Panthers 
at Detroit Lions 
Dallas Cowboys 

at New York Giants 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
at Philadelphia Eagles 
Baltimore Ravens 

at Jacksonville Jaguars 
Tennessee Titans 

at Arizona Cardinals 
Bye Week 
at St. Louis Rams 
Philadelphia Eagles 
New York Giants 

at Dallas Cowboys 

at Pittsburgh Steelers 
Arizona Cardinals 


12:30 p.m. 


TIME 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 


9:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 


Wide Receiver MICHAEL WESTBROOK 


PLAYER 


LaVar Arrington 
Champ Bailey 
Shawn Barber 
Marc Boutte 
Larry Bowie 
Doug Brown 
Lamont Bryant 
Curtis Buckley 
Mark Carrier 
Larry Centers 
Marco Coleman 
Albert Connell 
Brett Conway 
Anthony Cook 
Stephen Davis 
Jamie Deese 
Jerry DeLoach 
Tim Denton 
Chad Dukes 
Peter Elezovic 
Kareem Ellis 
Leomont Evans 
Mark Fischer 
Zeron Flemister 
James Francis 
Irving Fryar 
Jeff George 
Chris Ghidorzi 
Reggie Givens 
Kurt Gouveia 


NFG EAST Washington Redskins 


Stephen Alexander 


POS 


TE 
LB 
0B 
LB 
oT 
RB 
oT 
DE 
DB 
OB 
RB 
DE 
WR 


do hE] 


| ad 


i 


7 


a ee ee ee ae 


WT 
246 
233 
184 
224 
307 
249 
290 
257 
182 
190 
225 
267 
179 
192 
295 
234 
186 
314 
182 
230 
187 
312 
202 
293 
241 
257 
198 
215 
239 
234 
240 
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BORN 
11/7/1975 
6/30/1978 
6/22/1978 
1/14/1975 
1/25/1969 
3/21/1973 
9/29/1974 


10/11/1976 


9/25/1970 
4/28/1968 
6/1/1968 


12/18/1969 


5/13/1974 
3/8/1975 
5/30/1972 
3/1/1974 


2/2/1973 


12/29/1971 


6/28/1971 
4/14/1977 
T/A2/1974 
1/29/1974 

9/8/1976 

8/4/1968 
9/28/1962 
12/8/1967 


10/3/1971 
9/14/1964 


after playing the last three seasons with 
San Diego. 


Defensive Backs 


Free safety Mark Carrier, a three-time 
Pro Bowl selection, should help plug some 
of the holes here. The secondary was the 
Redskins’ worst defensive area last season. 
Carrier, a 10-year veteran, arrives with a 
reputation as a hard hitter and somewhat 
of a headhunter as he has been cited by the 
NFL six times for improperly hitting with 
his helmet. He will team with strong safety 
Sam Shade, the team leader in tackles 
(115), to give the Redskins a potent combi- 
nation at the safety position. 

The cornerbacks are manned by Darrell 
Green, an 18-year veteran and no longer 
the fastest runner in the league; and sec- 
ond-year man Champ Bailey, who had a 
decent rookie season and led the club in 
interceptions (5). Carrier’s presence should 
help improve everyone’s performance. 


< 4.5 


Special Teams 


Brett Conway had a strong season as the 
team’s placekicker, connecting on 22 of 32 
field goal attempts, including 19 of 23 from 
20 to 49 yards. He missed only one PAT in 
50 tries and led the team with 115 points. 

The Redskins have parted ways with 
punter Matt Turk, trading him to the 
Miami Dolphins. Turk played five seasons 
with the Redskins but had a disappointing 


_ 2000 Team Koste 
PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 


Darrell Green DB 5-8 184 2/15/1960 
Derrick Ham DE 6-4 257 3/23/1975 
Malcolm Hamilton LB 6-1 §=235 =—-12/31/1972 
Uoyd Harrison OB 5-11 189 6/21/1977 
Andy Heck T 6-6 298 1/1/1967 
Skip Hicks RB 6-1 230 = =10/13/1974 
David Hoelscher DE 6-6 261 11/27/1975 
Ethan Howell WR 5-11 177 

Todd Husak QB 6-3 215 

Jon Jansen T 6-6 302 1/28/1976 
James Jenkins TE 6-2 249 8/17/1967 
Brad Johnson QB 6-5 224 9/13/1968 
Bryan Johnson RB 5-10 234 

Tre’ Johnson G 6-2 326 8/30/1971 
Greg Jones LB 6-4 «238 = 5/22/1974 
Ndukwe Kalu DE 6-3 246 8/3/1975 
Kenard Lang DE 6-4 277 ~~ 1/31/1975 
Eddie Mason LB 1/9/1972 
Tyrus McCloud LB G-1 »=- 250 ~=—- 11/23/1974 
lan Mcintosh OB 5-9 176 

Mark McMillian DB 5-7 154 4/29/1970 
Norman Miller RB 5-10 189 8/16/1974 
Rod Milstead G 6-2 290 11/10/1969 
Anthony Mitchell DE 6-5 245 

Brian Mitchell RB 5-10 221 8/18/1968 
Kevin Mitchell LB 6-1 «254 1/1/1971 
Michael Moore T 6-3 301 

Leon Murray QB 6-2 207 

Adrian Murrell RB 5-11 211 = 10/16/1970 
Tommy Nash WR 6-0 159 

Tito Paul OB 6-1 195 5/24/1972 


season in 1999, averaging only 41.4 yards 
per punt. “We wanted to go in a different 
direction in that position,” said Vinny 
Carrato, Redskins director of player per- 
sonnel. 

Washington boasts two of the better kick 
returners in Brian Mitchell and James 
Thrash, both of whom are capable of bust- 
ing off a big one. Thrash, in fact, ran a 
kickoff back 95 yards for a touchdown last 
season and averaged 25.4 yards for 14 
returns. Mitchell, who also handles punt 
returns, averaged 20.8 yards per kickoff 
return and 8.3 per punt return. 


: i 4,5 | 
Coaching/Front Office 


Norv Turner has completed his sixth 
season as head coach and brought the club 
its first NFC East title since 1991. When he 
was with the Dallas Cowboys as offensive 
coordinator he built a reputation for build- 
ing a prolific passing game and he’s further 
enhanced those credentials with 
Washington. But now the challenge is to 
rebuild the defense. If he can get it on a par 
with the offense, the Redskins have a good 
shot at making the Super Bowl. 

New owner Daniel Snyder vowed to 
bring the Redskins back to respectability 
and he has shown he’s not afraid to spend 
money to do it, Carrato, too, has proven to 
be an astute wheeler-dealer, signing free 
agents Smith and Carrier and arranging the 
trade with San Francisco that netted the 
Redskins the No, 3 overall draft selection. 


} eS | 5.5 | 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Imani Percoats WR 6-4 210 

Kevin Pesak TE 6-2 222 4/18/1975 
Tony Peterson LB 6-1)=—-232)—Ss:1/23/1972 
John Porter C 6-3 294 11/26/1973 
Cory Raymer C 6-2 289 3/3/1973 
Chris Samuels T 6-5 291 7/28/1977 
Quincy Sanders OB 6-1 200 

Mike Sellers RB 6-3 260 =: 7/21/1975 
Sam Shade DB 6-1 201 6/14/1973 
Keith Sims G 6-3 318 6/17/1967 
Bruce Smith DE 6-4 279 6/18/1963 
Derek G. Smith G6 6-6 309 4/13/1976 
Derek M. Smith LB 6-2) «239 ~—Ss«1/18/1975 
Matt Stevens OB 6-1 206 6/15/1973 
Fred Strickland LB 6-2) «251 = 8/15/1966 
Dana Stubblefield OT 6-2 315 11/14/1970 
Barron Tanner OT 6-3 310 9/14/1973 
David Terrell DB 6-1 «188 7/8/1975 
Derrius Thompson WR 6-2 215 1/5/1977 
James Thrash WR 6-1 200 4/28/1975 
Dan Turk C 6-4 290 6/25/1962 
Jeff Walker P 5-10 215 © 2/14/1977 
Michael Westbrook WR 6-3 220 1/1/1912 
Eric Whitfield DB 6-0 205 

Justin Wilcox DB 6-1 = 195 

Dan Wilkinson OT 6-5 313 3/13/1973 
LaFann Williams DB 5-9 177 

Rodney Williams P 6-1 #178 = 4/25/1977 
Joe Zelenka TE 6-3 280 3/9/1976 
Ray Zellars RB 5-11 233 3/25/1973 


Dallas COWBOYS 


The cracks are showing... and growing 


America’s team is badly in need of repairs. 
The Dallas Cowboys are showing cracks every- 
where, and club owner Jerry Jones has vowed to 
get things patched up again. 

Maybe it took Tom Landry’s death earlier this 
year to make people realize how far the Cowboys 
have tumbled from their once lofty perch. The 
team went 8-8 last season, which was good 
enough for second place in the NFC East, but 
they were quickly ousted in the playoffs, suffer- 
ing a 27-10 first-round loss to the Minnesota 
Vikings, 

It’s a far cry from what Dallas fans expect 
from their Cowboys. 

At any rate coach Chan Gailey couldn't get it 
right. So he’s out. There’s no fooling around in 
Dallas. Either you get it done or you're gone. 
Dave Campo, the club’s former defensive coordi- 
nator, is the new head coach. 

Campo, only the fifth head coach in Dallas his- 
tory, has been with the Cowboys as an assistant 
for 11 years. He joined the Cowboys as the team’s 
secondary coach in 1989 and was promoted to 
defensive coordinator in 1995. The Cowboys 
defense was ranked among the NFL’s top 10 
three times under the direction of Campo. 

In 1999, the defense ranked ninth in the 
league (third in the NFC) in total yards and 
allowed one touchdown or less in nine of 16 reg- 
ular season games. 

Dallas owner Jerry Jones was so sure that 
Campo was his man that he did not even do an 
extensive search. 

“Weighing all the information, it resulted in 
me not having an interview at all outside the 
organization,” said Jones. “I see energy, there’s 
intelligence. One of the smartest football men we 
have had in the last 11 years is Dave Campo.” 

Campo, who came to the Cowboys along with 
head coach Jimmy Johnson from the University 
of Miami in 1989, realizes he’s in a pressure 
cooker. 

“T understand the expectations and aspirations 
of the city of Dallas,” said Campo. “This is a chal- 
lenge. I’m looking forward to the challenge.” 

Still the hiring of Campo is somewhat surpris- 
ing. The Cowboys would seem to need an offen- 
sive-minded coach rather than one whose special- 
ty is defense, When Jones fired Gailey, one of the 
reasons he cited was the club's lack of success on 
offense. Even quarterback Troy Aikman was crit- 
ical of the team’s offensive approach. 

Jones will try to address the problem with new 
offensive coordinator Jack Reilly and a new quar- 
terbacks coach, Wade Wilson. Once a backup to 
Aikman, Wilson has 19 years of pro experience 
as a quarterback, replacing Buddy Geis. 

“Wade brings 19 years of NFL playing experi- 
ence at the quarterback position to our coaching 
staff,” Jones said. “He not only has a great level of 
familiarity with our offensive scheme, but he also 
has the benefit of working in several other offen- 
sive systems on the professional level.” 

Wilson, who passed for over 17,000 yards in 
his career, was a member of the Cowboys’ 1995 
Super Bowl team. He also led the Vikings to three 
playoff appearances, including the 1987 NFC 
Championship Game. 

Wilson’s greatest asset to the Cowboys, 
though, is his personal relationship with Aikman. 
The two built a solid friendship during Wilson’s 
year with the Cowboys and Jones believes it will 
carry over to a good working relationship. 

“I believe Troy Aikman will be very comfort- 
able with him as our quarterbacks coach, and I 


believe Wade will be able to help us identify and 
develop young quarterback prospects for the 
future,” said Jones. 

Campo has also added a couple of other famil- 
iar faces to his staff. Jack Reilly, former quarter- 
backs coach at New England, takes over as the 
offensive coordinator; and Mike Zimmer, the 
Cowboys’ former secondary coach, inherits 
Campo’s old job as defensive coordinator. 

“There aren't going to be a lot of changes in 
the defensive philosophy, but we will have a dif- 
ferent trademark,” said Zimmer. 

The team took two major steps during the 
winter toward addressing some weaknesses by 
trading for wide receiver Joey Galloway and sign- 
ing free agent cornerback Ryan McNeill. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


The Cowboys got the speedy Galloway from 
Seattle for first-round picks in 2000 and 2001. 
After Galloway, 28, missed half of the 1999 sea- 
son due to a bitter contract dispute, his days in 
Seattle appeared numbered. 

The Cowboys’ offense sputtered when wide 
receiver Michael Irvin suffered a career-threaten- 
ing spinal injury in week five of the season, so 
getting a player of Galloway's explosiveness was 
essential. With Irvin expected to retire due to a 
condition known as cervical stenosis--a narrow 
spinal column--getting a player of Galloway’s abil- 
ity Was a coup. 

Aikman now has two of the league’s speediest 
receivers at his disposal in Galloway and Ragib 
“Rocket” Ismail. Galloway, who was timed at 
sub-4.3 in the 40, won the Fastest Man competi- 
tion last year. A first-round pick of Seattle in 
1995, Galloway caught 261 passes for 4,122 yards 
and 36 touchdowns in his first four seasons. He 
also excels as a punt returner. 

Ismail caught 80 passes, including six for 
touchdowns, and 1,097 yards last season. 

David LaFleur is a prototypical tight end, 
somebody who can open holes for the running 
game and catch passes in traffic. The 6-7, 280- 
pound LaFleur was a key receiver for the 
Cowboys last season, grabbing 35 passes for 322 
yards and seven touchdowns. Backup Mike 
Lucky caught only five passes last year, but 
Campo plans to return to the Cowboys’ old 
offense that features tight ends as pass receivers 
more than the offense used by Gailey. 


The interior line of the Cowboys is one of the 
NFL's best. Left tackle Flozell Adams, left guard 
Larry Allen, center Mark Stepnoski and left tack- 
le Erik Williams are all among the best at their 
positions. The only hole right now is at right 
guard, and that most likely won't be filled until 
training camp begins. 

Adams, at 6-3, 326, has great reach and out- 
standing work habits, while the 6-7, 272-pound 
Allen has already been an All-Pro selection at 
two positions. Like Adams, he can play either 
guard or tackle. 

Stepnoski, at 6-2, 265, was a member of two 
Cowboys Super Bowl championship teams 
(XXVH, XXVIID and was only the second center 
in Cowboys’ history to earn a spot in the Pro 
Bowl. In seven of his 10 NFL seasons, he has 
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8-8, 2nd in NFC East 


1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


323.6 128.2 1954 220 
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Quarterback TROY AIKMAN 


Braecten 2000 tment 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 


11:4 Joey Galloway (6) 


[Larry Allen (7) 
E15) Tony Hutson (3) 
fifa) David LaFleur (4) 
[EY Troy Aikman (12) 


'i:3 Daryl Johnston (12) 


L@ Undecided 


Flozell Adams (2) Chad Hennings (9) 
iil Alonzo Spellman (7) 
Ebenezer Ekuban (2) 
it) Darren Hambrick (3) 
Dat Nguyen (2) 
i} Dexter Coakley (4) 
Ryan McNeil (7) 
4:3 Kevin Mathis (4) 
Darren Woodson (9) 
‘RY George Teague (7) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
3 Jason Tucker (2) 
Kevin Mathis (4 
SHEAD(COACH 
DAVE CAMPO 


Mark Stepnoski (12) 
Erik Williams (10) 
Raghib Ismail (8) 


Emmitt Smith (11) 


Undecided 
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helped a running back crack the top five in NFL 
rushing yards, 

At 6-6, 311 pounds, Williams is considered 
throughout the NFL as one of the game's top 
offensive tackles, largely because of his fierce 
competitiveness. In the spring of 1999, he was 
named to Football Digest’s All-Decade Team as a 
starting tackle. 

The Cowboys’ line helped Emmitt Smith to 
another 1,000-yard rushing season and allowed 
only 24 sacks. 


ING AC 
Quarterbacks 


Once one of the club's major strengths, the 
quarterback position has suddenly become a trou- 
blesome spot for the Cowboys. Troy Aikman had 
an offseason in 1999 as his interceptions climbed 
from five in 1998 to 12 last season and his QB 
rating dropped to 81.1. When healthy he is still 
one of the league's best, but he struggled under 
head coach Chan Gailey's offense last season. 
Besides, he has suffered several concussions in 
recent years, and doctors have advised him to 
think about retirement. 

Right now the Cowboys have no backup to 
Aikman, as Jason Garrett took advantage of his 
free agency and signed with the New York 
Giants, 


5.0 


Running Backs 


Emmitt Smith, at 34, had another fine season, 
finishing fourth in the league in rushing (1,397 
yards) and tied for third in touchdowns (13). But, 
how much longer can this 12-year veteran contin- 
ue to carry the load? 

Veteran Chris Warren served as Smith's back- 
up and delivered another productive season for 
the Cowboys. The former All-Pro running back 
carried the ball 99 times for 403 yards (4.1 yards 
per carry). Dallas, however, could clearly use 
some young legs at this position. 

Fullback Robert Thomas took over for Daryl 
Johnston at fullback and served almost exclusive- 
ly as a blocker for Smith. It will be interesting to 
see if his role changes under Campo. 


Defensive 


The Cowboys need help on the front line and 
have taken a calculated risk by signing troubled 
defensive end Dimitrius Underwood to a two- 
year contract. Dallas views the signing as a low- 
risk, high-reward opportunity to add a quality 
player if—and it’s a big if—Underwood finally 
exhibits the mental concentration needed to play 
in the NFL. 

Minnesota selected Underwood last April out 
of Michigan State, but the Vikings released him 
after he left the team during training camp. He 
was missing for days before he returned his $1.7 
million signing bonus. He announced he wasn't 
comunitted to football and returned to his home- 
town in Philadelphia. 

Two weeks later Miami signed him and he saw 
limited action in the Dolphins’ preseason finale. 
When his off-the-field troubles continued, Miami 
released him on Dec. 17, 

The Cowboys have spent millions in recent 
years to clean up their off-the-field image. They 
set up a support group program in 1997, headed 
by former Cowboys’ star Calvin Hill. After meet- 
ing face-to-face with Underwood and doing an 
extensive background check on him, Hill con- 
vinced Jones that Underwood was worth the risk. 
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Back EMMITT SMITH 


In a similar move, Dallas signed veteran defen- 
sive tackle Alonzo Spellman last year during 
training camp, even though Spellman hadn't 
played in the NFL in nearly two years because of 
off-the-field problems. Spellman, who suffers 
from bipolar disorder that he controls with med- 
ication, proved to he a good signing and should 
Start at right tackle with Chad Hennings manning 
the left tackle spot. 

If Underwood can contribute, it gives the 
Cowboys depth at end. Kavika Pittman, who 
started at weakside defensive end the past two 
years, signed with Denver; and strongside defen- 
sive end Greg Ellis, the team leader in sacks (7), 
is still rehabilitating after suffering a broken fibia 
in December. He is expected to be ready by the 
start of the season. 

The other two defensive ends on the depth 
chart, Ebenezer Ekuban and Peppi Zellner, were 
rookies last season. Ekuban played well at the 


end of the season and is expected to start at weak- 
side defensive end. 


5.0 


This used to be a Cowboys’ strong suit, but the 
departures of middle linebacker Randall Godfrey 
(Tennessee) and reserve Lemanski Hall 
(Minnesota) have severely weakened the club's 
depth, 

There is talent here, especially with Pro 
Bowler Dexter Coakley, up-and-comer Dat 
Nguyen and Darren Hambrick, who led the 
team’s linebackers in sacks (2.5). But, there is a 
glaring hole in the middle with Godfrey’s depar- 
ture. Some believe Nguyen can fill the spot, but 
others think that at 5-11 he is too short to play 
the spot. 


Most likely, the Cowboys will try to find a mid- 
dle linebacker through free agency and use that 
process to shore up their depth at the position. 


| Miia 3.0 | 
Defensive Backs 


Cornerback Deion Sanders is gone, and with 
him a lot of the Cowboys’ swagger. Sanders was 
capable of making a game-breaking play and that 
is one of those intangibles that is hard to replace. 

With Sanders gone, the Cowboys knew they 
needed to get a quality cornerback, and so they 
signed Ryan McNeil. McNeil, who played with 
the Cleveland Browns a year ago, was considered 
to be one of the best corners in the free-agent 
market this year, 

The 30-year old McNeil, who led the NFL 
with nine interceptions in his 1997 season with 
the Rams, has 21 career picks in his seven-year 
career, 

“Ryan is a big, physical corner who should 
match up well with some of the better receivers 
in our division and throughout the NFL,” Jones 
said. “He runs well, and he brings seven years of 
NFL experience to our team, almost all of that as 
a starter,” 

Campo agreed with Jones that McNeil’s experi- 
ence in different systems will only be a plus for 
the Cowboys’ aggressive style of defense. 

“He’s a smart guy who has been around the 
league. He’s very experienced,” Campo said. 
“He’s done a number of different styles of cover- 
ages. He’s a guy that can be left alone on 
receivers, He’s an instinctive guy and has had 
some big interception years.” 

The Cowboys also re-signed free safety George 
‘Teague to a four-year contract, a key move since 
he is among the best at his position, Teague had 
three interceptions last year, two of which he 
returned for touchdowns, and was fourth on the 
team in tackles. 

Darren Woodson is solid at strong safety, and 
left corner will be manned by either Kevin Smith, 
who is coming off an injury-plagued season, or 
Charlie Williams, a solid nickel back. 


: RATING BKM 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Flozell Adams G 6-7 335 5/18/1975 
Vashone Adams DB 5-10 201 9/12/1973 
Troy Aikman QB 6-4 220 11/21/1966 
Chris Akins DB 5-11 195 11/29/1976 
Larry Allen G 6-3 326 11/27/1971 
Morris Anderson WR 6-1 194 2/22/1977 
Corey Atkins LB 6-0 «6227 ~=—«*11/11/1976 
Michael Black RB 5-10 201 5/3/1974 
Chris Bordano LB 6-1 =. 248 ~=—-12/30/1974 
Joe Bowden LB 5-11 235 2/25/1970 
Chris Brazzell WR 6-2 193 5/22/1976 
Chris Brymer G 6-3 300 11/29/1974 
Barry Cantrell K 6-1 180 11/2/1976 
Chrys Chukwuma RB 6-0 219 5/12/1978 
Hayward Clay TE 6-3 260 7/3/1973 
Dexter Coakley LB 5-10 228 10/20/1972 
Quentin Coryatt LB 6-3 «250 8/1/1970 
Wendell Davis DB 5-10 185 6/27/1973 
Jorge Diaz G 6-4 304 11/15/1973 
Mario Edwards DB 6-0 183 = 12/1/1975 
Ebenezer Ekuban DE 6-3 265 5/29/1976 
Greg Ellis DE 6-6 286 8/14/1975 
Ben Fricke C 6-1 295 11/3/1975 
Joey Galloway WR 5-11 188 = 11/20/1971 
Kelvin Garmon & 6-2 330 10/26/1976 
Kendrick Gholston DE 6-4 269 4/30/1975 
Dwayne Goodrich DB 5-11 187 5/29/1978 
Orantes Grant LB 6-0 «222 

Darren Hambrick LB 6-2) «227: ~=— 8/30/1975 


This is where a player of Sanders’ ability is 
missed most. Besides being an All-Pro cornerback, 
Sanders is one of the league's best punt returners 
with an ability to change the course of the game 
in seconds. Jason Tucker, who did well as a kick- 
off returner last season (27.9 yards per return), 
most likely will assume double duties. He fielded 
only four punts last season but had a 13.0 yard 
per return average, including one of 41 yards. 

The kicking game must also be addressed. Place 
kicker Eddie Murray, coaxed out of retirement 
last season, will not return, and the Cowboys’ 
spring roster does not include a place kicker. 

Finding a capable punter may also be on the 
agenda if ‘Toby Gowin decides to play elsewhere. 
Gowin averaged 43.2 yards per kick last season 
and also handled kickoffs. Several teams had 
expressed interest in Gowin, a restricted free 
agent. 


2.5 


Coaching/Front Office 


The coaching staff has been completely 
revamped. In addition to Campo, Reilly, Zimmer 
and Wilson, the Cowboys also have a new wide 
receivers coach in ex-NFL star Wes Chandler, 
and a new defensive line coach in Andre 
Patterson. Besides Campo, the only coach remain- 
ing from Jimmy Johnson’s old staff is kicking 
coordinator Steve Hoffman. 

Here’s the kind of pressure Campo is under. 
Before Gailey’s short-lived term as head coach, 
the only other three coaches in Cowboys’ history- 
-Landry, Johnson and Barry Switzer--won five 
Super Bowls between them. Cowboys’ fans settle 
for nothing less. 

As mercurial as he is, Jones wants to win 
badly and will spend whatever it takes to build a 
championship team. His landing of Galloway and 
McNeil have shown Cowboys’ fans that he 
intends to restore the team to its glory days. It 
just won’t be this year. 
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2000 leant ROSter 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Jackie Harris TE 6-4 250 1/4/1968 
Duane Hawthorne DB 5-10 175 8/26/1976 
Dale Hellestrae T 6-5 291 7/11/1962 
Chad Hennings DE 6-6 291 10/20/1965 
Tony Hutson G 6-3 306 3/13/1974 
Michael Irvin WR 6-2 207 3/5/1966 
Raghib Ismail WR 5-11 190 11/18/1969 
Keith Jackson DT 6-4 305 4/16/1975 
Daryl Johnston RB 6-2) 242 = 2/10/1966 
Jason Kaiser DB 6-1 190 11/9/1973 
Sean Key DB 5-10 187 6/25/1977 
Mike Kiselak G 6-3 295 3/9/1967 
David LaFleur TE 6-7 272 1/29/1974 
Kareem Larrimore DB 5-11 191 4/21/1976 
Leon Lett DE 6-6 290 10/12/1968 
Mike Lucky TE 6-6 273 11/23/1975 
Wane McGarity WR 5-8 197 9/30/1976 
Everett Mclver G 6-5 325 8/5/1970 
James McKnight WR 6-1 198 6/17/1972 
Ryan McNeil DB 6-2 192 10/4/1970 
Ernie Mills WR 5-11 198 10/28/1968 
Deon Mitchell WR 5-10 180 4/30/1976 
Singer Mobley DB 5-11 195 10/12/1972 
Beau Morgan RB 5-10 192 8/4/1975 
Eddie Murray K 5-11 195 8/29/1956 
Michael Myers DT 6-2 288 1/20/1976 
Ryan Neufeld RB 6-4 240 11/22/1975 
Dat Nguyen LB 5-11 231 = 9/25/1975 
Brandon Noble DT 6-2 285 4/10/1974 


1 

2 

3 Sept. 18 
4 Sept. 24 
5: Oct 

6 = Oct. 8 

7 Oct. 15 
8 Oct. 22 
9 Oct. 29 
10 Nov.5 
11 Nov. 12 
12 Nov. 19 
13 Nov. 23 
14 Dec.3 
15 Dec. 10 
16 Dec. 17 


2000 Schedule 


OPPONENT 
Philadelphia Eagles 
at Arizona Cardinals 


at Washington Redskins 


San Francisco 49ers 
at Carolina Panthers 
Bye Week 

at New York Giants 
Arizona Cardinals 
Jacksonville Jaguars 
at Philadelphia Eagles 
Cincinnati Bengals 

at Baltimore Ravens 
Minnesota Vikings 


at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


Washington Redskins 
New York Giants 
at Tennessee Titans 


Wide Receiver RAGHIB ISMAIL 


PLAYER 


POS 


x= 
| 


Jeff Ogden WR 6-1 

Solomon Page T 6-4 

Joe Phipps LB 6-1 =. 220 
Izell Reese DB 6-2 190 
Brian Roche TE 6-4 255 
Phillip Rogers RB 6-0 223 
Bernard Russ LB OG-1 = 238 
Deion Sanders DOB 6-1 «198 
Emmitt Smith RB 5-9 209 
Kevin Smith DB 5-11 190 
Tarik Smith RB 5-10 204 
Alonzo Spellman DE 6-4 292 
Mark Stepnoski C 6-2 265 
George Teague DB 6-1 «186 
Robert Thomas LB 6-1 =. 252 
Brandon Tolbert 1B 6-4 234 
Jason Tucker WR 6-1 = 182 
Dimitrius Underwood DE 6-6 276 
Chris Warren RB 6-2 227 
Kenny Wheaton DB 5-10 199 
Michael Wiley RB 6-0 195 
Greg Wilkins DT 6-3 305 
Charlie Williams DB 6-1 204 
Erik Williams T 6-6 311 
Darren Woodson DB 6-1 «219 
Barron Wortham LB 5-11 245 
Peppi Zellner DE 6-5 257 


TIME 
4:05 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 


BORN 
2/22/1975 
2/27/1976 
VWW/1/1975 

5/1/1974 
5/5/1973 
3/15/1977 
11/4/1973 
8/9/1967 
5/15/1969 
4/1/1970 
4/16/1975 
9/27/1971 
1/20/1967 
2/18/1971 
12/1/1974 
4/6/1975 
6/24/1976 
3/29/1977 
1/24/1968 
3/8/1975 
1/5/1976 
11/1/1973 
2/2/1972 
9/7/1968 
4/25/1969 
11/1/1969 
3/4/1975 
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1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 
239.4 109.1 1303 17.0 | 3414 125.1 


216.3 22.3 


15 22 


Quarterback DONOVAN McNABB- 


Jr2UUU Miieiy 
DEFENSE 

13) Greg Jefferson (6) 
Hollis Thomas (5) 

18 Pernell Davis (2) 
Mike Mamula (6) 

Ey Barry Gardner (2) 
Jeremiah Trotter (3) 

‘E:} Carlos Emmons (5) 
Troy Vincent (9) 

4:3 Al Harris (3) 


rivjo tail 


OFFENSE 

i) Torrance Small (9) 
Tra Thomas (3) 

1) Doug Brzezinski (2) 
Steve Everitt (8) 

uty Eugene Chung (6) 
Jon Runyan (5) 

hi) Chad Lewis (3) 
Na Brown (2) 

1:3) Donovan McNabb (2) 
Duce Staley (4) Bobby Taylor (6) 

3:4) Cecil Martin (2) i) Brian Dawkins (5) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


“Norm Johnson (19) “U3 Allen Rossum (3) 
Sean Landeta (6) 


Allen Rossum (3) 
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Philadelphia EAGLES 


A few fries short of a Happy Meal 


Much like the founding fathers proclaimed 
on the cobble-stoned streets of old 
Philadelphia centuries ago, progress must be 
measured in small steps. 

The Eagles are a work in progress. They 
haven't soared in quite some time. In fact, 
most of their attempts have ended in belly 
flops. But a couple of youngsters named 
Donovan McNabb and Duce Staley hope to 
get them flying high again... and soon. 

Despite finishing last in the NFC East in 
1999, the Eagles improved by two games 
over their 1998 performance. The front 
office believes it is only a few players away 
from becoming legitimate playoff contenders 
and those acquisitions have already begun. 

During the offseason the Eagles took three 
major steps toward bettering the team by 
signing free agent right tackle Jon Runyan, 
free agent fullback Stanley Pritchett, and free 
agent linebacker Carlos Emmons. Those 
acquisitions have demonstrated to Eagles’ 
fans that the team is serious about getting 
into the playoff hunt. 

Mind you, there is still a long way to go, 
The team is woefully weak at wide receiver 
and the defensive line, but it’s a start. Run- 
yan, who played last season for the Tennes- 
see Titans, is a prime free agent pickup, and 
the Eagles have locked him in for six years. 

“It’s an opportunity,” said the 6-7, 325- 
pound Runyan. “Juan (Castillo, offensive 
line coach) pointed out to me a little while 
ago, just looking at the stats of the Eagles’ 
running game, in total yardage they were 70 
yards behind the Titans last year and they 
had a better per-carry average. It’s very com- 
parable to the situation I was in at 
Tennessee. 

“The experience in Tennessee was that 
we had a lot of young players and struggled 
through a lot of things and all of a sudden, 
like Coach (Andy) Reid did here, he got rid 
of the guys who were kind of the bad apples. 
That's the kind of feeling I get from every- 
body around here, that everybody is so close 
together and everybody is happy to be here 
and they all want to win games.” 

Pritchett, who signed a three-year con- 
tract, expressed the same thoughts about 
being with the Eagles. 

“I think (Philadelphia) is a team that’s on 
the rise and I want to be part of it,” Pritchett 
said. “I can’t wait for the season to start.” 

Reid said Pritchett would not be listed as 
the No, 2 fullback behind Cecil Martin in 
training camp, but that he planned to use 
Pritchett in a rotational situation with both 
Martin and Staley. 

Pritchett, 26, spent his first four NFL sea- 
sons with Miami after being the Dolphins’ 
fourth-round draft choice in 1996. In 52 
career games, Pritchett has caught 98 passes 
for 798 yards and six touchdowns. He also 
has rushed 63 times for 211 yards and one 
TD. 

In 1999, Pritchett played in 14 games for 
the Dolphins, including seven starts. He 


posted career highs in rushing yards (158 
receptions (43) and touchdowns (5). 

Emmons, a two-time Pro Bowler, signed 
for four years and most likely will take over 
the right outside linebacker spot, a position 
William Thomas has manned since 1991. 
The 31-year-old Thomas, regarded as one of 
the league’s top cover linebackers, has the 
longest current tenure with the Eagles but is 
coming off one of his least productive sea- 
sons. 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


The Eagles were dead last in the NFL in 
passing last season and much of that was the 
fault of the wide receivers. Torrance Small 
was the only receiver to achieve more than 
500 yards in receptions, and his 13.4 yards 
per catch average and four touchdowns also 
were the team’s best. 

Second-year player Na Brown, who caught 
only 18 passes last year, moves in as a starter 
on the spring depth chart; and veteran 
Charles Johnson, who missed the last five 
games with a knee injury, worked out all 
winter with McNabb in Arizona and expects 
to be a major contributor this year. However, 
the Eagles will be looking to bolster this posi- 
tion through the draft or a trade. 

Chad Lewis and Luther Broughton will 
battle it out for the tight end spot. Lewis 
caught only eight passes last season but three 
were for touchdowns. Broughton hauled in 
26 passes, including four for scores. 


2.0 


One of the team’s weakest positions was 
drastically improved with the signing of 
Runyan, Runyan started 48 straight games 
for Tennessee and the Houston Oilers. He 
helped the Titans get as far as the Super 
Bowl, in which they were 23-16 losers to the 
St. Louis Rams. With the Titans, Runyan 
helped open holes for Eddie George, who 
enjoyed his fourth straight 1,000-yard season 
in 1999. Tennessee also yielded a mere 25 
sacks, the third-best total in the NFL. 

“The biggest thing I bring to the game is 
the physicalness and the nastiness that you 
need to have on the football field,” said 
Runyan. “Getting up in people’s faces and 
pushing them around, not being timid, not 
backing down from anybody. I think that’s 
probably the biggest part of my game.” 

The Eagles also will have a new face at 
right guard in Eugene Chung, a five-year vet- 
eran, The 30-year-old Chung, who replaces 


Jeff Dellenbach, has played in 55 games at 


each of the five offensive line positions with 
the Patriots (1992-94), Jaguars (1995) and 
Colts (1997). 

Eagles’ coaches also liked the physical look 
of left tackle Tra Thomas during an offsea- 
son workout program. Thomas was much 


too heavy last season but has slimmed down 
to 340 through an extensive workout with a 
trainer in Denver. He played at that weight 
two years ago and received rave notices. 

Steve Everitt at center, and Doug 
Brzezinski, at left guard, also return as 
starters, 


5.5 


Quarterbacks 


The Eagles believe they will only go as far 
McNabb takes them, and the former 
Syracuse star will be given the chance to lead 
the team this year. A marvelous athlete, 
McNabb is a “new age” quarterback whose 
feet are as dangerous to opponents as his 


/ 


Running Back DUCE STALEY. 


arm, In fact, his running ability is stronger 
than his passing game right now. Last year, 
while splitting time with Doug Pedersen, 
McNabb averaged 6.7 yards every time he 
ran the football and only 4.4 yards when he 
passed it. His passing percentage was only 
49.1, but most observers believe he has the 
arm strength to succeed in the NFL. He has 
to work on his decision-making and coordi- 
nation with his receivers. 

Pederson, who passed for 1,276 yards last 
season, will serve as a backup. He completed 
52.4 percent of his passes last season for 
seven touchdowns. He had nine passes inter- 
cepted in 227 attempts. 

The Eagles also have Koy Detmer on the 
roster and invited former Notre Dame star 
Ron Powlus to training camp. The Eagles 


hope to give Powlus, who has a strong arm, a 
good look during training camp. 


3.5 


unning Backs 


Duce Staley, a former punt returner, came 
into his own as one of the NFL’s top rushers 
last season. He gained 1,273 yards rushing 
and added another 294 in pass receiving to 
emerge as the Eagles’ most consistent offen- 
sive weapon. His six touchdowns also led the 
team. Watch for him to become an even big- 
ger threat with an improved offensive line. 

The Eagles lack a solid backup runner, 
though, as evidenced by McNabb emerging as 
the second-leading rusher, Perhaps Darnell 
Autry can fill that role. He’s back after a one- 
year retirement. The 23-year-old Autry, a 
former standout at Northwestern University, 
retired from pro football on Oct. 5, 1998, to 
pursue a career in acting after playing just 
four games for Philadelphia. 

Cecil Martin, who carried the ball only 
three times last season, is listed as the No. 1 
fullback on the depth chart, but he’s almost 
strictly a blocker, Pritchett will get the call 
when the Eagles need short yardage. The 
Eagles especially like his versatility. 

“He can play fullback and he could also be 
your backup halfback, if needed. He’s not a 
starting halfback, but if you need somebody 
to play in a pinch there, he can do it,” said 
Mike McCartney, the club’s director of pro 
personnel. 


5.0 | 


Ends Mike Mamula and Hugh Douglas are 
proven pass rushers, but they haven’t been 
healthy at the same time. Mamula led the 
club in sacks (8.5), but the Eagles could use 
another legitimate force on the defensive line 
to give the team much-needed depth. 

Right tackle Steve Martin is gone to 
Kansas City, but end Greg Jefferson and tack- 
le Hollis Thomas will be back to anchor the 
left side. Paul Grasmanis, a former reserve 
with the Chicago Bears, has been signed to 
help bolster the reserve corps at tackle. 

Look for the Eagles to add some more beef 
here before the start of the season. 


4.5 


The addition of Emmons to go along with 
MLB Jeremiah Trotter (a club-leading 120 
tackles) and LLB Barry Gardner makes this 
position the club’s strong suit. 

Emmons, 26, switched over to right out- 
side linebacker last season for Pittsburgh and 
recorded a career-high six sacks. He won the 
starting job at left outside linebacker in 1998 
after spending his first two seasons primarily 
on special teams. Thomas has 33 career sacks 
and 18 interceptions. 

With two years under his belt learning the 
intracacies of being a middle linebacker in 
the NFL, the aggressive, 261-pound Trotter 
has begun to make his mark in defensive 
coordinator Jim Johnson’s attacking style of 
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WK DATE 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
11 Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 
Dec. 3 
Dec. 10 
Dec. 17 
Dec. 24 
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OPPONENT 

at Dallas Cowboys 
New York Giants 
at Green Bay Packers 
at New Orleans Saints 
Atlanta Falcons 
Washington Redskins 

at Arizona Cardinals 
Chicago Bears 

at New York Giants 
Dallas Cowboys 

at Pittsburgh Steelers 
Arizona Cardinals 

at Washington Redskins 
Tennessee Titans 

at Cleveland Browns 
Bye Week 
Cincinnati Bengals 


TIME 
4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


Wide Receiver TORRANCE SMALL 


PLAYER 
David Akers 


POS WT 


180 


Darnell Autry - 210 

w Robert Barr T 6-4 307 
a5 Mike Bartrum TE 6-4 245 
—te Eric Bieniemy RB 5-7) 205 
| — > Jams Jon Blackman TE 6-6 290 
[.~ fm Jason Bostic OB 5-9 181 
|S ® ee Dan Brandenburg LB 6-2 «255 
ce hk Brice P 6-4 220 
te Luther Broughton TE 6-2 248 
 —2e Na Brown WR 6-1 187 
& Travis Brown QB 6-3 218 
[-} Doug Brzezinski G 6-4 305 
rE Mike Caldwell LB 6-20 -237 
inal Eugene Chung G6 6-4 295 
pf Rashard Cook DB 5-11 197 
= James Darling 1B SOG-1 = s.250 
a. Pernell Davis DT 6-2 320 
Brian Dawkins DB 5-11 200 

Smee Jeff Dellenbach T 6-6 300 
Koy Detmer QB 6-1 195 

© David Diaz-Infante G 6-3 295 
Dameane Douglas WR 6-1 195 

Hugh Douglas LB 6-2 280 

Eric Edwards OB 5-11 180 

Carlos Emmons 1B 6-5 =. 250 

Tony Francis DB 6-1 «206 

John Frank DE 6-4 280 

Barry Gardner LB 6-1. 248 

Paul Grasmanis OT 6-2 298 
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BORN 
12/9/1974 
6/19/1976 

6/7/1973 
6/23/1970 
8/15/1969 
10/8/1975 
6/30/1976 
2/16/1973 
10/24/1974 
11/30/1974 

2/22/1977 

TAIN977 

3/11/1976 

8/31/1971 

6/14/1969 

4/18/1977 
12/29/1974 

5/19/1976 
10/13/1973 

2/14/1963 

T/S/1973 

3/31/1964 

3/15/1976 

8/23/1971 

3/6/1975 

9/3/73 

1/26/1977 

T1974 
12/13/1976 
8/2/1974 


defense. Trotter had 2.5 sacks, and his 88 
solo tackles were 28 more than anyone else 
on the team. 

Gardner, who holds Northwestern’s 
career record for tackles, is a bone-crushing 
tackler who managed 68 last season despite 
starting only five games. This is the most 
aggressive linebacking crew the Eagles have 
had in quite some time. 

Free agent Dan Brandenburg has been 
added to the roster as a reserve. He played 
last season with the Buffalo Bills. 


6.5 


Defensive Backs 


The Eagles’ secondary picked off 22 passes 
last season and one wonders what they 
might have done with a more consistent pass 
rush. Left cornerback Troy Vincent was 
among the league leaders with seven inter- 
ceptions; and right cornerback Al Harris, 
strong safety/cornerback Bobby Taylor and 
free safety Brian Dawkins each had four. 

The aggressive Taylor will take over as the 
starter at strong safety this season, replacing 
Tim Hauck, who if he remains with the team 
will play a reserve role. 

Mark Tate, who has not played football in 
two years, was signed as a free agent to add a 
little depth to the position. Tate was a two- 
year starter at Penn State several years ago, 
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Special Teams 


For a team that is emphasizing youth, the 
Eagles’ kicking specialists look like geriatrics 
at a hip-hop concert. Isn’t place kicker Norm 
Johnson older than Ben Franklin? He's been 
playing in the NFL since disco was popular. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Kelly Gregg OT 6-1 285 1/1/1976 
Thomas Hamner RB 6-0 197 12/25/1976 
Al Harris DB «6-1 «185 12/7/1974 
Kenny Harris OB 6-1 198 4/25/1975 
Tim Hauck DB 5-10 187 12/20/1966 
Greg Jefferson DE 6-3 280 8/31/1971 
Dietrich Jells WR 5-10 185 4/11/1972 
Charles Johnson WR 6-1 200 1/3/1972 
Dwight Johnson OT 6-4 285 1/30/1977 
Sean Landeta PUEEJeZ15 1/6/1962 
Chad Lewis TE 6-6 252 10/5/1971 
Mike Mamula DE 6-4 252 8/14/1973 
Lemar Marshall OB 6-2 208 12/17/1976 
Cecil Martin RB 6-1 9235 7/8/1975 
Jermane Mayberry T 6-4 325 8/29/1973 
Donovan McNabb QB 6-2 226 11/25/1976 
Ronde! Menendez WR 5-9 175 5/18/1975 
Bubba Miller C 6-1 305 41/24/1973 
Damon Moore DB 5-1) 215 S/15/1976 
Raki Nelson WR 5-11 185 12/29/1977 
Lonnie Palelei G 6-3 310 10/15/1970 
Doug Pederson QB 6-3 216 1/31/1968 
Todd Pinkston WR 6-2 170 4/23/1977 
Ron Powlus QB 6-1 225 7/16/1974 
Stanley Pritchett RB 6-1 240 12/12/1973 
Jamie Reader RB 5-11 238 5/4/1974 
Ike Reese LB 6-2) «222 :~—«10/16/1973 
John Romero C 6-2 326 10/3/1976 
Oliver Ross T 6-4 310 9/27/1974 
Allen Rossum DB 5-8 178 10/22/1975 


Johnson, beginning his 19th season, is one of 


the league’s all-time leaders in field goals and 
he doesn’t appear to be slowing down. Last 
year the 40-year-old Johnson connected on 
18 of 25 field goal attempts, including five of 
six from 40-49 yards, which indicates his leg 
has lost none of its strength. 

Punter Sean Landeta, 38, is starting his 
16th season but is still a reliable contributor. 
Last season he had to punt 107 times and 
averaged 42.3 yards per kick. 

Allen Rossum handles both the kickoff 
and punt returns and is a breakaway threat 
whenever he touches the ball. He got off an 
89-yard TD return on kickoffs last season 
and averaged 24.9 yards per return. 
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Coaching/Front Office 


Although the Eagles were last in the NFC 
East last season, Reid's first year as the head 
coach would have to be termed a success 
because the club showed improvement from 
the previous season. 

Reid got rid of the complainers and malin- 
gerers and, with the aid of owner Jeffrey 
Lurie’s money, has set about trying to put a 
good supporting cast around McNabb and 
Staley. Reid came to the Eagles from the 
Green Bay Packers where he as an assistant, 
and he has the reputation for building strong 
offensive lines. The signing of free agent 
tackle Jon Runyan shows Reid's commit- 
ment to following that course. 

In the past the Eagles had always been 
reluctant to plunge into the free agent 
waters, but they took an aggressive approach 
this past winter and signed three of the pre- 
mier free agents on the market. It’s clearly 
the start of a new era in Philadelphia. 


5.0 
PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Jon Runyan T 6-7 330 11/27/1973 
Ryan Schau G6 6-6 300 12/30/1975 
Gari Scott WR 6-0 191 6/2/1978 
Corey Simon OT 6-2 293 3/2/1977 
Torrance Small WR 6-3 209 9/4/1970 
Troy Smith WR 6-2 193 7/30/1977 
Anthony Southern RB 5-11 239 8/8/1975 
Duce Staley RB 5-11 220 2/27/1975 
Marc Stockbauer LB 6-3) «235 «= 9/25/1977 
Eric Stocz TE 6-4 255 5/25/1974 
Mark Tate DB 6-1 190 3/20/1974 
Bobby Taylor DB 6-3 216 12/28/1973 
Hollis Thomas OT 6-1 306 1/10/1974 
Tra Thomas T 6-7 349 11/20/1974 
Jeff Thomason TE 6-5 255 12/30/1969 
Elijah Thurmon WR 6-3 206 8/2/1978 
Jeremiah Trotter (B 6-1 «261 1/20/1977 
Kevin Turner RB 6-1 231 = 6/12/1969 
Alex Van Dyke WR 6-1 205 1/24/1974 
Troy Vincent DB 6-1 194 6/8/1971 
Al Wallace DE 6-5 258 3/25/1974 
Edwin Watson RB 6-1 225 = 9/29/1976 
Jed Weaver TE 6-4 246 8/11/1976 
John Welbourn T 6-5 318 3/30/1976 
Mark Wheeler OT 6-3 285 4/1/1970 
Brandon Whiting DT 6-3 278 7/30/1976 
Bobby Williams G 6-3 320 9/25/1976 
Tyrone Williams DE 6-4 292 10/22/1972 
Ty Wise C 6-2 251 3/9/1977 


Maybe what the Giants need is more people 
crowing—instead of crying—about New 
Jersey. Like newcomer Micheal Barrow, for 
example. 

“This is my promised land,” Barrow said 
this winter after signing a six-year, $24-million 
contract with the Giants. “This is where I’m 
going to fulfill my dreams on and off the field. 
This is everything I want.” 

Now if somebody gave you a $4-million 
bonus just to sign your name to a contract, 
wouldn’t you gush? 

Still, the Giants’ newest linebacker might 
have a point. The team may be poised to make 
a move upward in the NFC East this season, 
provided they can patch a few more holes with 
the kind of quality performance Barrow brings 
to the field each Sunday. 

Barrow, arguably the best active linebacker 
in the NFL never to play in the Pro Bowl, had 
recently been let go by the Carolina Panthers in 
a salary-cap dump. The 6-foot-2, 236-pounder 
had started every game for the Panthers the 
past three seasons. 

The Giants recruited Barrow as if he were a 
hot-shot high school star choosing a college. 
New York wanted to sign Barrow before he got 
a chance to visit the Tennessee Titans, and his 
former coach, Jeff Fisher. 

The Giants had three-time Pro Bowl defen- 
sive end Michael Strahan take him out to din- 
ner. Defensive coordinator John Fox and new 
linebackers coach Tom Olivadotti also courted 
him over meals. Jessie Armstead, a former 
teammate at the University of Miami, called 
from his home in Dallas to make his pitch. 
Safety Sam Garnes, a native of the Bronx, 
drove him through some depressed neighbor- 
hoods in that borough and in Brooklyn--a tour 
that touched his “spiritual side” and seemed to 
influence the religious Barrow more than any- 
thing. 

The Giants also were aided by the fact 
Barrow has a paternal grandmother and several 
aunts, uncles and cousins living in Brooklyn. 

Barrow is trusting his faith has brought him 
to a promised land where he will find a cham- 
pionship. 

He joins a defensive unit that underachieved 


last season but has the potential to be one of 


the league’s best. The Giants allowed 22.4 
points per game last season, ranking them 23rd 
in the league in points allowed. That's far too 
many for a team that takes pride in its defen- 
sive approach to the game, 

Part of the reason was the offense’s inability 
to control the football for long periods of time. 
The Giants averaged only 88.1 yards per game 
rushing--a deplorable figure-and it was left to 
quarterback Kerry Collins’ passing to carry the 
load. Collins, who began the season behind 
Kent Graham, but won the quarterback battle 
early on, had an erratic season but showed 
enough good flashes to give the club optimism 
for this year. 

“With Kerry at quarterback last year, you 
saw the potential of this offense,” Barrow said. 
“This team is one or two players away on 
offense and defense from winning that champi- 
onship we desire.” 


New York GIANTS 


Barrow, Brown and the promised land 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


Amani Toomer and Ike Hilliard had break- 
out seasons, with Hilliard missing by only four 
yards of giving the Giants two 1,000-yard 
receivers, Toomer led the club with 79 recep- 
tions for 1,183 yards and six touchdowns while 
Hilliard grabbed 72 passes, 996 yards and three 
TDs. 

Running back Tiki Barber and tight end 
Pete Mitchell had 66 and 58 catches, respec- 
tively, so Collins has plenty of targets at his dis- 
posal. Joe Jurevicius, who averaged 17.7 yards 
per catch on 18 grabs, could be another long- 
range threat in the Giants’ arsenal and can be 
expected to get more playing time this season. 

Coach Jim Fassel makes good use of his tight 
end as a pass catcher and Mitchell is the best 
the Giants have had in that position since the 
days of Mike Bavaro. Veteran Howard Cross 
still blocks well for his age and will replace 
Mitchell on goalline situations. 
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The Giants’ offensive line, an underachiev- 
ing unit for several years, continues to undergo 
some major reshuffling. New York signed for- 
mer Buffalo Bills center and guard Dusty 
Zeigler to a five-year contract worth about $9 
million, including a $1.9-million signing bonus. 
Brian Williams, last year’s starting center, was 
released in February to clear cap space. 

“I felt like this was the guy we wanted,” 
head coach Jim Fassel said of Zeigler. “I think 
the greatest thing about him is that he can play 
center, guard and tackle.” 

Soon after the Giants signed Zeigler, Roman 
Oben, the club’s starting left tackle for the pre- 
vious three seasons, decided to sign with the 
Cleveland Browns. So, the Giants went out and 
signed 15-year veteran free agent offensive 
tackle Lomas Brown. 

One of the premier left offensive tackles in 
the NFL, Brown was selected to seven straight 
Pro Bowls from 1990-96, including four as a 
starter (1991-92, 1994-95). 

“I think I have a shot at trying to get some- 
thing I’ve been trying to get for 15 years--a shot 
at a ring,” Brown said. 

Brown started in 10 games at left tackle for 
the Cleveland Browns in 1999. He injured his 
knee in the Browns’ 16-15 victory against the 
Pittsburgh Steelers on Nov. 14, and missed the 
final six games of the regular season. 

So, the Giants’ new-look line has Brown at 
left tackle, second-year pro Mike Rosenthal at 
left guard, Zeigler at center, Ron Stone at right 
guard and Scott Gragg at right tackle. Luke 
Petitgout, last year’s first-round draft choice, 
could challenge for a starting job at either tack- 
le or perhaps at the left guard spot he held early 
last season, 

After allowing 42 sacks and averaging just 
3.3 yards per rush, the Giants can use help at 
all three positions. 
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1999 Record 
7-9, 3rd in NFC East 


1999 Team Statistics 
OrTERSrEE Ave. PER a _DEFENSIVE AVG, PER GAME 
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3113 97.5 


PASS POI 


3204 081 187 213.8 22.4 
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Quarterback KERRY COLLINS 
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New York G 


The Giants’ offense will go as far as Collins 
can take it. Fassel made that clear when he 
released Graham after the season. Collins has a 
good arm but his decision making is not always 
trustworthy. Graham had a slightly higher 
overall rating, but the offense moved better 
with Collins on the field. Fassel believes the for- 
mer Penn State star will improve now that he 
doesn’t have to look over his shoulder and 
worry about being replaced. 

To replace Graham the Giants signed Jason 
Garrett, who spent the last seven seasons as 
Troy Aikman’s understudy in Dallas. After 
nine seasons as a backup, Garrett harbors no 
illusions about being a No. 1. He has started 
only nine games in his pro career. Last season 
he completed 32 passes for 314 yards and three 
touchdowns with one interception. 

“Jason is a sharp guy,” Collins said. “He is a 
proven, quality player, and a guy I feel comfort- 
able with. He seems like the kind of guy you 
can get along with, and I’m looking forward to 
having him on board.” 
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Running Backs 


This is the weakest part of the Giants’ offense 
by far, The team did not have a runner reach 
even 400 yards rushing last season and the 
club’s overall average of 88.1 yards rushing per 
game was the 25th lowest total in the league. 

The team is completely devoid of any break- 
away threat. Tiki Barber, whom the Giants 
were hoping would emerge as a productive run- 
ner, has performed way below expectations; 
but Joe Montgomery, a power runner with a 
low center of gravity and strong legs, showed 
some potential last season. 

Montgomery, who shows excellent hip 
swerve that allows him to shift his weight fluid- 
ly, led the club in rushing with 348 yards on 
115 carries, He also is an effective receiver and 
is very aggressive as a blocker. 

Fullback Charles Way is an adequate short 
yardage back, but is used mostly as a blocker in 
the Giants’ scheme. 

If the Giants don’t upgrade at the tailback 
spot, however, it could be another long season. 
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The Giants were crowing about the defen- 
sive front four before the season began, but 
ended up eating crow more often than not. Pro 
Bowler left end Michael Strahan, who had post- 
ed 15 sacks in 1998 and 14 in 1997, was con- 
stantly double-teamed and managed to record 
only 5.5 sacks. In fact, the front four put such 
little pressure on opposing quarterbacks that 
the secondary was picked apart for 213.8 pass- 
ing yards per game, 

Right end Cedric Jones and tackles Keith 
Hamilton and Christian Peter complete the 
line, but only Jones, who led the linemen in 
sacks (7.5) and tackles (60), performed better 
than expected. Hamilton, who will be playing 
his ninth season, has never fulfilled the poten- 
tial predicted of him after he recorded 11.5 
sacks in 1993. He had just four sacks last sea- 
son, three fewer than in 1998. Peter did not 
record a single sack, but made a couple of big 
plays on fumble recoveries. 
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The addition of Barrow to team with 
Armstead and Corey Widmer has the coaching 
staff hopeful this will be one of the league’s best 
linebacking crews. Acquiring Barrow became a 
necessity when Marcus Buckley left, and he 
will play either strongside or middle linebacker. 

“Mike can play any of the three linebacker 
positions,” Giants coach Jim Fassel said, “and 
he can stay on the field for all three downs. He 
played at an extremely high level last year. 

“I’ve watched a lot of film on him. He jumps 
out at you as the guy who is running through 
traffic, making plays. He can cover people. too. 
He’s just an athlete out there playing. And he 
doesn’t have to come off the field on third 
down.” 

Rejoining his college buddy Armstead also 
should inspire Barrow. Armstead was the 


Giants’ best defensive player last season, lead- 
ing the team in sacks (9) and in tackles (120). 
It marked the fourth straight season that 
Armstead has led the team in tackles, a club 
record. 

Widmer played the middle for most of last 
season and had a solid campaign, recording 63 
tackles and a career best three sacks. 

Ryan Phillips, who started all 16 games last 
season and finished third on the team with 76 
tackles, most likely will be used as a strong side 
reserve this season but could replace Widmer 
as a starter if Barrow is moved to the middle. 

The Giants will have a new linebackers’ 
coach in Tom Olivadotti, who replaces Mike 
Haluchak. Olivadotti spent the last three sea- 
sons with the Minnesota Vikings. 
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Defensive Backs Coaching/Front Office 


The club has been severely weakened by the 
departures of free safety Percy Ellsworth and 
reserve cornerback Jeremy Lincoln. Ellsworth 
led the club in interceptions (6) and was fourth 
in tackles (75). Shaun Williams, a former All- 
American out of UCLA, may be given a chance 
at Ellsworth’s position. Most likely, the team 
will try to make an offseason deal. 

The Giants did re-sign strong safety Sam 
Garnes and reserve cornerback Conrad 
Hamilton, but Hamilton is coming off a season 
in which a knee injury limited him to only 
three games. 

In addition, the Giants have not reached a 
contract settlement with left cornerback 
Philippi Sparks, and right cornerback Jason 
Sehorn has been beset by injuries the past two 
seasons. The secondary is clearly an area that 
needs immediate attention. 
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A place kicker also has to be high on the 
Giants’ list of primary needs. Cary Blanchard, 
who handled most of the kicking duties last 
season, signed as a free agent with NFC East 
rival Arizona, leaving the spot to be filled once 
again by veteran Brad Daluiso. Daluiso hit on 
seven of nine field goal attempts last year but 
missed his only two tries from beyond the 40- 
yard line. He ripped apart his knee in midsea- 
son and is a question. 

Punter Brad Maynard slipped a bit from his 
superb 1998 season, but he still ranks among 
the best in the NFL. Maynard averaged 41.0 
yards per kick and had 31 punts inside the 
opponents’ 20-yard line. 

Barber is a breakaway threat on punt 
returns and the Giants have two youngsters, 
Bashir Levingston and David Patten, with 
potential to be major contributors on kickoff 
returns. The 5-9 Levingston, a Division LAA 
All-American out of Eastern Washington, aver- 
aged 24.2 yards per kickoff return; and Patten, 
a 5-9 speedster out of Western Carolina, aver- 
aged 20.4 yards per return. 


tee 4.5 
PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Brian Alford WR 6-1 190 6/1/1975 
Jesse Armstead LB 6-1 «240 =—10/26/1970 
Tiki Barber RB 5-10 200 A/INST5 
Micheal Barrow LB 6-2. 236 = 4/19/1970 
Sean Bennett RB 6-1 230 ~= 11/9/1975 
Lomas Brown T 6-4 290 3/30/1963 
Ralph Brown DB 5-9 177 9/9/1978 
Bill Burke OB 6-4 203 9/27/1976 
Dan Campbell TE 6-5 265 4/13/1976 
Mike Cherry QB 6-3 225 12/15/1973 
0J. Childress LB 6-1 «6.244 ~—s«12/6/1976 
Kerry Collins QB 6-5 250 12/30/1972 
Greg Comella RB 6-1 240 = 7/29/1975 
Jomo Cousins DE 6-5 273 9/2/1974 
Howard Cross TE 6-5 285 8/8/1967 
Brad Daluiso K 6-2 180 12/31/1967 
Ron Dayne RB 5-10 252 3/14/1978 
Derek Engler C 6-5 300 7/11/1974 
Frank Ferrara DE 6-3 273 12/25/1975 
Sam Garnes DB. 6-3. 225 = 7/12/1974 
Jason Garrett QB 6-2 198 3/28/1966 
Jack Golden 1B 6-1 231 1/28/1977 
Cornelius Griffin OT 6-3 289 12/3/1976 
Ryan Hale OT 6-4 300 = =7/10/1975 


Shortly after the season ended the Giants 
extended Fassel’s contract, which was sup- 
posed to run out after the 2000 season. But, his 
neck is clearly in the noose and, despite the 
extension, if Fassel fails to lead the Giants to 
the playoffs in 2000 he will probably be fired. 

“We're pleased that we were able to come to 
an agreement and we believe Jim will give us 
the kind of team we expect next year,” said 
Giants executive vice president John Mara. 

After guiding the Giants to a 10-5-1 record 
and the NFC East title as a rookie coach in 1997, 
Fassel has failed to take the team to the playoffs 
each of the last two seasons. The Giants were 
contending for a postseason berth with a 7-6 
record, but lost their final three games of the 
season to St. Louis, Minnesota and Dallas. 

“None of us are pleased with the results of 
the past two seasons,” Fassel said. “All of my 
energy and everything our coaches and players 
do this offseason will be in an effort to have the 
kind of season we all expect.” 

Fassel has made some changes in his coach- 
ing staff. He promoted quarterbacks coach Sean 
Payton to offensive coordinator and Jim 
Skipper, who had that job the past two seasons, 
has been moved up to assistant head coach. As 
a result Payton will handle the play-calling 
duties next season. 

In addition to linebackers coach Olivadatti, 
the Giants have a new tight ends coach in Mike 
Pope. Pope replaces Dick Rehbein, who joined 
the New England Patriots staff as quarterbacks 
coach, Olivadatti replaces Mike Haluchack, 
who took a similar post with the Super Bowl 
champion St. Louis Rams. 

The front office was extremely busy over the 
winter in its efforts to stay within the salary cap. 
“This is the reality of life under the salary cap,” 
said Accorsi. “It’s also the reality of being 8-8 and 
7-9. That is not acceptable. Change is necessary. 
For one reason or another, these are the moves 
we felt were best for our team at this point.” 

They got rid of five veterans in one fell 
swoop but made two major acquistions in get- 
ting Lomas Brown and Micheal Barrow. 

It probably will not be enough to make the 
playoffs. 


TY 5.0 | 


2000 Team Roster 


PLAYER POS HI WT BORN 
Conrad Hamilton DB 5-10 195 11/5/1974 
Keith Hamilton DT 6-6 300 5/25/1971 
Carl Hansen DE 6-5 285 1/25/1976 
ike Hilliard WR 5-11 195 4/5/1916 
LeShon Johnson RB 6-1 215 = 1/15/1971 
Cedric Jones DE 6-4 275 4/30/1974 
Dhani Jones LB 6-1 «6237: ~=—-2/22/1978 
Joe Jurevicius WR 6-5 230 12/23/1974 
Tinker Keck OB 6-0 217 8/10/1976 
Scott Kiernan G B/ALB/1974 
Bashir Levingston OB 5-9 180 10/2/1976 
Brad Maynard P 6-1 190 2/9/1974 
Emanuel McDaniel DB 5-9 180 7/27/1972 
Pete Mitchell TE. 6-2 245 10/9/1971 
Joe Montgomery RB 5-10 230 6/8/1976 
Pete Monty LB 6-2. 250 1/3/1974 
Mark Nori 6 6-4 307 1/1/1974 
Chris Ortiz WR. 6-2 202 9/25/1974 
Glenn Parker T 6-5 313 4/22/1966 
Christian Peter OT 6-3 300 10/5/1972 
Luke Petitgout T 6-6 315 6/16/1976 
Ryan Phillips LB. «6-4 ~—-252 2/1/1974 
Kevin Prentiss WR 11/9/1976 
Dawud Rasheed RB 1/22/1977 


WK DATE 


1 Sept. 3 
2 Sept. 10 
3 Sept. 17 
4 _ Sept. 24 
5 Oct. 1 

6 Oct. 8 

7 “Oct. 15 
8 Oct..22 
$ Oct. 29 
10 Nov. 5 
11 Nov. 12 
12 Nov. 18 
13 Nov. 26 
14. Dec.3 
15 Dec. 10 
16. Dec, 17 


Dec. 23 


SRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 


2UU0U schedule 


OPPONENT 
Arizona Cardinals 


at Philadelphia Eagles 


at Chicago Bears 


Washington Redskins 


at Tennessee Titans 
at Atlanta Falcons 
Dallas Cowboys 

Bye Week 
Philadelphia Eagles 
at Cleveland Browns 
St. Louis Rams 
Detroit Lions 

at Arizona Cardinals 


at Washington Redskins 


Pittsburgh Steelers 
at Dallas Cowboys 
Jacksonville Jaguars 


er 6 2 


Wide Receiver IKE HILLIARD 


PLAYER 


Mike Rosenthal 

Brandon Sanders - 

Jason Sehorn DB 6-2 210 
Tawamhi Settles DB 6-2 194 
Brandon Short LB 6-3 = 252 
Phillippi Sparks DB 5-11. 195 
Reggie Stephens DB 5-9 194 
Ron Stone T. 6-5. 320 
Michael Strahan DE 6-5 275 
Vernon Strickland LB 6-4 252 
Dave Thomas OB 6-3 216 
Mark D. Thomas TE 6-4 248 
Amani Toomer WR 6-3 202 
Anthony Tucker WR 

Charles Way RB 6-1 

Andre Weathers DB 6-1 

Lyle West DB 6-1 

Jason Whittle T 6-4 300 
Corey Widmer LB 6-3 
George Williams DT 6-3 298 
Shaun Williams DB 6-2 215 
Dusty Zeigler C 6-5 298 


WT 
315 
185 


250 
190 
212 


255 


TIME 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
12:30 p.m. 


BORN 
6/10/1977 
6/10/1973 
4/15/1971 
W/18/1976 
T/1W/1977 
4/15/1963 
2/21/1975 
201971 

11/21/1971 
4/9/1973 
8/25/1968 
4/26/1976 
9/8/1974 
2/27/1976 
12/27/1972 


8/6/1976 § 


12/20/1976 
3/7/1975 
12/25/1968 
12/8/1975 
10/10/1976 
$/27/1973 
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‘1 Rob Moore (11 
i aL. Shelton (2) 
*) James Dexter (5) 
Mike Gruttadauria (6) 
it) Lester Holmes (8) 
£ Anthony Clement (2) 
13) Terry Hardy (3) 
|} Frank Sanders (6) 
1):3 Jake Plummer (4) 
i) Michael Pittman (3) 
3 Joel Makovicka (2) 


E rere Wadsworth (2) 
: Rashold Swinger (3) 

if Jerry Drake (4) 

= Simeon Rice (5) 
Roh Frederickson (7) 
Ronald McKinnon (5) 
Zack Walz (3) 

1:3 Aeneas Williams (10) 

:} Corey Chavous (2) 
Tommy Bennett (5) 
Kwamie Lassiter (6) 


@ Cary Blanchard (9) 

Ses Player (3) 
__ HEAD COACH 

VINCE TOBIN 


Young team on the road to nowhere? 


Many people can’t wait until they can go to 
Arizona and spend the rest of their days bask- 
ing in the desert sun. 

Ah, but then again those people don’t have 
to play for the Arizona Cardinals. 

These days Arizona ain’t what it’s cracked 
up to be, especially on Sunday afternoons at 
Sun Devil Stadium. For some members of the 
Cardinals, it’s the worst possible place to be... 
and they want out. 

Most of the whining these days is being done 
by two of the Cardinals’ better-known players, 
defensive right end Simeon Rice and defensive 
tackle Eric Swann. However, just to show you 
that the stars aren't the only ones griping, jour- 
neyman defensive tackle Mark Smith has also 
voiced his displeasure with the Cardinals. 

Rice has been the most vocal. He is threaten- 
ing to sit out next season unless he is traded 
from a site he calls the “armpit of the NFL.” 

Rice is a big city guy who doesn’t like the 
laidback lifestyle in the desert, and he’s upset 
because the Cardinals didn’t promote or 
enhance his marketability leading up to his 
free-agent status. Nor did they put him on their 
schedule cards. 

Moreover, no doubt because of those slights 
and because teams are unwilling to give up two 
first-round draft picks on a very good pass- 
tusher who has yet to show he can also stop 
the run, there has not been a lot of interest in 
Rice (who will receive $4.5 million next sea- 
son). So his agent, Roosevelt Barnes, has 
informed the team that Rice plans to sit out 
next year unless he is traded. 

Rice has been paid $14.5 million over the 
past two years, has missed 16 games and 
knows full well if the Cardinals grant his 
demand, it will take a $4.5-million salary cap 
hit. The Cardinals have another option, howey- 
er, and that is to release an injury-prone player 
and save $1.5 on the cap next season and $3 
million the following year. It’s an option that 
may become reality. 

Swann, injured much of last season and who 
has missed 16 games since signing a 5-year, 
$25- million contract, wants out, but for a dif- 
ferent reason. His feelings were hurt when a 
recent magazine article questioned his forti- 
tude. He subsequently asked to be traded. 

He said he was looking forward to coming 
back this season with a fully rehabilitated knee 
and as a full-time player, but changed his mind 
after some teammates anonymously questioned 
his value as a team leader. His agent, Steve 
Zucker, made it known at the scouting com- 
bine that Swann wants to be traded, but now, 
reportedly, Swann is miffed at Zucker for 
demanding the trade. 

Smith, who has been offered the $1-million 
contract he wanted and was determined to sit 
out to obtain last year, has asked for, then 
rescinded a trade request through agent Gil 
Thompson. Now Smith wants a multi-year pact 
after undergoing knee surgery and “proving 
himself” last year. This after Smith held out for 
10 games and saw service in two games before 
opting to sit for knee surgery. 

Now perhaps these attitudes would be differ- 
ent if the Cardinals showed signs of being a 
contender. But that is far from the case. They 
have more holes than the Grand Canyon. The 


team averaged only 15.7 points per game last 
season—next-to-last in the league—and has 
major problems at quarterback and running 
back. 

The defense was nearly as bad, finishing 
27th in the league in points allowed (23.8). If 
Rice and Swann do not return there are big 
shoes to fill on the line. When those two were 
sidelined for much of last season the Cardinals 
could not neutralize many offenses. 

And, if all this weren’t enough bad news, the 
team’s bid for a new stadium was dealt a nearly 
fatal blow in the Arizona Legislature in mid- 
March. Want more? Also, in mid-March back- 
up running back Mario Bates was charged with 
two counts of misdemeanor assault that caused 
him to spend the night in a Scottsdale jail. 

Not everyone dislikes Arizona, though. 
Tight end Paul Drayton, who played last sea- 
son with Miami, has expressed interest in join- 
ing the Cardinals. “I’d love to be in a Cardinals’ 
uniform,” he said. “It’s a franchise going in the 
right direction. It’s still a young football team 
that almost upset Minnesota on the way to the 
NFC championship game two seasons ago. 
They have great talent here.” 

Hmmmm! Does Drayton see something oth- 
ers are missing? 
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Frank Sanders and Rob Moore are a 
Cardinals’ long-range threats, but the two suf- 
fered last season with the inability of quarter- 
backs Jake Plummer and Dave Brown to get 
them the ball deep. Sanders, who led the NFL 
in receptions in 1998, led the team with 79 
catches and 954 yards, but he caught only one 
touchdown pass. Moore, who missed two 
games with injuries, led the team in TD catches 
(5) but caught only 37 passes. Unless the quar- 
terbacking improves, these two are likely to 
suffer the same fates again in 2000. 

Terry Hardy was the starter at tight end for 
most of last season and grabbed 30 passes for 
222 yards but did not score a TD, Chris 
Gedney, who missed the 1999 season while 
undergoing two major intestinal surgeries, will 
return this season as a backup. Gedney was cut 
from the team on July 30 after being diagnosed 
with ulcerative colitis, an inflammatory bowel 
disease. He later underwent two procedures 
and dropped from 257 pounds to 215 before 
returning to his playing weight. 

“Chris has made a remarkable recovery from 
a serious, oftentimes debilitating condition,” 
said Dr. Wayne Kuhl, a Cardinals team physi- 
cian. “His return to the NFL will serve as an 
inspiration to others who are suffering from 
colitis or Crohn’s Disease.” 

According to the team, the 6-5 Gedney could 
become the first professional athlete to return 
to action following such procedures. He had 
had 22 receptions for 271 yards and a touch- 
down in 1998, his second season with Arizona. 
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The Cardinals have young, talented players 
at the tackle positions in 6-7, 355-pound L,). 


Shelton and 6-5, 343-pound Anthony Clement. 
Shelton is the largest player every drafted by 
the Cardinals, and has a massive frame and 
large hands. He has an aggressive nature block- 
ing in space, and surprising quickness for his 
size. 

The club’s weakness up front is in the mid- 
dle, although the signing of free agent center 
Mike Gruttadauria will help there. The 6-3, 
297-pounder anchored the front line for the 
Super Bowl champion St, Louis Rams last sea- 
son and they led the NFL in just about every 
major offensive category. 

Guard could be a major problem if the club 
cannot come to terms with free agent James 
Dexter. Dexter, who missed most of last season 
with a torn triceps muscle, is penciled in to 
move from right tackle—where he was the 
club’s most consistent offensive lineman in 
1998—to left guard. Matt Joyce, recently re- 
signed for three years, would probably fill the 


Wide Receiver FRANK SANDERS 


spot if Dexter does not return, with Lester 
Holmes handling the right side. The club also 
signed 6-6, 299-pound Ethan Brooks, a former 
all-NFL Europe League player, as a reserve. 


RATING 4.5 


the Arizona training camp this summer? 
Probably not. The job will most likely be given 
back to Jake Plummer, who missed the last five 
games last season with a broken finger. 
However, Plummer is by no means secure in 
the job. Not after all the rumblings and grum- 
bling from teammates about his inability to lead 
the club. Then there’s his 24 interceptions in 
only 11 games. Stuff like that will age a coach 
overnight. 


Dave Brown, who failed with the New York 
Giants as a starter, proved to be a capable back- 
up as he posted a 3-2 record as a replacement 
for Plummer. He signed a two-year contract 
this winter and will be ready to take charge 
should Plummer again falter. 

Brown completed 84-of-169 passes for 944 
yards and two touchdowns with six intercep- 
tions last season. In 1998, he attempted only 
five passes. 

Even with both quarterbacks healthy and at 
the top of their game, this remains one of the 
weakest positions on the team. The club was 
only 27th in the league in passing last season. 


ie cy 2.5 


With Adrian Murrell gone, this is a wide 
open position. Michael Pittman, who averaged 
4.5 yards per carry in 64 carries last season, is 
the frontrunner for the starting job, but there 
are doubts about his ability to remain healthy. 
Pittman showed flashes of brilliance between a 
constant series of injuries that made him less 
than dependable last season. 

The Cardinals gained just 75.4 yards rushing 
per game last season, so they are desperate to 
get a quality runner. 

Veteran Mario Bates proved to be a good 
short yardage scoring machine for the 
Cardinals for the second straight year. Bates led 
the team in touchdowns (9) last season, even 
though he did not have a run longer than 16 
yards. Fullback Joel Makovicka carried the ball 
only eight times and is used almost exclusively 
as a blocker. 
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__ Defensive linemen 


The Cardinals’ defensive line could very eas- 
ily be one of the team’s strengths this season. 
However, it just as easily could become a major 
area of concern. Rice’s problems with manage- 
ment and dislike for Arizona make him a huge 
question mark, even though the team has given 
him the franchise player designation. Swann 
missed all of last season with a knee injury and 
also has expressed his discontent with the 
team. Defensive tackle Rashod Swinger (80 
tackles) might not be ready until September 
after undergoing reconstructive knee surgery. 

Jerry Drake, who filled in capably for Swann 
last season, has had his own contract squabbles 
with management; and Mark Smith, a former 
starter, who played in only two games last sea- 
son, may be a holdout as he negotiates a new 
contract. 

If all return and play well, the Cardinals will 
have one of the best defensive lines in the 
league. But, the uncertainties are overwhelm- 
ing. Right now only left end Andre Wadsworth 
looks like a sure thing on the front line. 


Tre 4.0 


McKinnon was a key offseason move. He has 
been the club’s leading tackler for two of the 
last three seasons. Last year he led the club 
with 139 tackles, but Arizona ranked 30th in 
the league against the run, yielding 141.6 yards 
per game. McKinnon has emerged as a fan 
favorite and one of the club’s emotional leaders. 
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at New York Giants 
Dallas Cowboys 
Bye Week 

Green Bay Packers 


at San Francisco 49ers 


Cleveland Browns 
Philadelphia Eagles 
at Dallas Cowboys 
New Orleans Saints 
Washington Redskins 
at Minnesota Vikings 
at Philadelphia Eagles 
New York Giants 

at Cincinnati Bengals 


at Jacksonville Jaguars 


Baltimore Ravens 
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Right E End SIMEON RICE 


on Redskins 
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Mario Bates RB 
Tommy Bennett OB 
Cary Blanchard K 
ie David Boston WR 
iy) Melvin Bradley LB 
than Brooks T 
jonald Broomfield OT 
ave Brown OB 
Derek Brown TE 
diy Keith Brown RB 

im Tom Burke DE 
fm Corey Chavous OB 
en Jon Clark T 
Anthony Clement T 


m Mac Cody WR 
5 Deke Cooper 0B 
m Renard Cox 0B 
Norbert Davidds-Garrido T 
Greg DeBolt P 
Mike Devlin Cc 
Chris Dishman G 
Jerry Drake DE 
Ernest Dye T 
James Folston LB 
Rob Fredrickson LB 
Chris Gedney TE 
Bryan Gilmore WR 
Chris Greisen QB 
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12/22/1977 
W/16/1973 
2/19/1973 
11/5/1968 
8/19/1978 
8/15/1976 
4/27/1972 
6/10/1976 
2/25/1970 
3/31/1970 
2/14/1978 
10/12/1976 
1/15/1976 
4/11/1873 
4/10/1976 
8/1/1972 
10/18/1977 
3/3/1978 
6/11/1972 
9/23/1976 
11/16/1969 
2/27/1974 
1/9/1969 
TAS/971 
8/14/1971 
5/13/1971 
8/9/1970 
W/21/1978 

T/2/1976 


“I think I lead by example,” said McKinnon. 
“I go out and make it happen. Get everybody 
behind me, pick everybody up and let's roll.” 

Left linebacker Rob Frederickson was sec- 
ond on the team in tackles (124), and right 
linebacker Zack Walz was on his way to a solid 
season when injuries forced him out of the last 
seven games. If healthy, the trio is one of the 
best in the NFL. 
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__Defensive Backs 


” Left cornerback Aenas Williams is one of the 
league’s best. Although he did not have an 
interception last year, he has led or tied for the 
NFC interception lead among cornerbacks 
three times and has led the Cardinals in inter- 
ceptions five times, He combines an impeccable 
work ethic, physical conditioning and mental 
toughness. 

Tom Knight and Corey Chavous will battle 
for the starting job at right cornerback. Knight 
started 11 games last season, but Chavous is the 
superior athlete and has tremendous leaping 
ability. 

Tommy Bennett is a solid player at strong 
safety but he is an unrestricted free agent and 
coming off knee surgery. Pat Tillman proved a 
capable replacement. 

Free safety Kwamie Lassiter has a soft-spo- 
ken manner off the field but is one of the 
fiercest tacklers in the league. He was third on 
the team in tackles (114) last season. 


6.5 


Cary Blanchard eglacks Chris Nees as the 
Cardinals’ place kicker. Blanchard, beginning 
his ninth NFL season, played for the New York 
Giants last year and connected on 18 of 21 field 
goal attempts. He owns a career field-goal accu- 
racy mark of 78 percent and has missed just 
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one extra point in 171 attempts. However, he is 
not consistent from beyond 40 yards. He is 
joining his fifth team since entering the league 
in 1992. 

Punter Scott Player averaged a respectable 
42.0 yards per kick last season. 

Bates has developed into one of the league’s 
best kickoff returners. He averaged 23.7 yards 
per return in 1999, gaining over 1,000 yards 
(1,231) on 52 kickoff returns. Mac Cody is the 
No, 1 punt returner, and he posted an 11.7 
yards per return mark. 
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Head —— Vince "Tobin is is on mn = seat. 
His contract expires after this season, and 
while some of his assistants-have had their con- 
tracts extended, Tobin has not been granted 
the same courtesy. Most likely, the Cardinals 
are going to have to show great improvement 
this year for Tobin to be rewarded with a new 
contract. 

The Cardinals, though, have extended the 
contracts of secondary coach Larry Marmie 
and offensive line coach George Warhop by 
one year. 

Special teams coach Al Everest is gone, hav- 
ing joined the staff of the New Orleans Saints, 
but his replacement, Hank Kuhlman, was 
instrumental in the signing of Blanchard. 

The Cardinals also have a new tight ends 
coach in Don Lawrence, a 17-year coaching 
veteran; and Jeff FitzGerald, formally with the 
Washington Redskins, has been named to the 
newly appointed position as quality control 
coach, He has plenty of experience in computer 
operations and video breakdown and evaluation. 

General manager Bob Ferguson has taken 
some hardline negotiation tactics over the win- 
ter, and has shown he is not afraid to make 
bold moves. However, his job could very well 
be on the line along with Tobin’s 


Mike Gruttadauria C 6-3 297 12/6/1972 
Terry Hardy TE 6-4 271 5/31/1976 
Lester Holmes G 6-5 330 9/27/1969 
Jabari Issa OT 6-4 298 

Chris Jacke K 6-1 207 3/12/1966 
MarTay Jenkins WR 5-11. 203 2/28/1975 
Paris Johnson OB 6-2 207 ~~ 1/18/1976 
Thomas Jones RB 5-10 207 8/19/1978 
Matt Joyce G 6-7 305 3/30/1972 
Trey Junkin TE 6-2 245 1/23/1961 
Sean Keenan QB 6-3 208 1/2/1977 
Matt Keller RB 6-0 238 12/2/1976 
Tom Knight DB 6-1 197 12/29/1974 
Randall Lane WR 6-0 211 10/15/1976 
Kwamie Lassiter DB 6-1 197 12/3/1969 
Kelvin Love WR 6-3 189 2/10/1978 
Justin Lucas DB 5-10 194 7/15/1976 
Mark Maddox 1B 6-1 «6238 «=§©=—- 3/23/1968 
Joel Makovicka RB 5-11 246 10/6/1975 
JJ. McCleskey DOB 5-8 180 4/10/1970 
Andy McCullough ~ WR 6-3 210 11/11/1975 
Dennis McKinley RB 6-2 245 ~=—-11/3/1976 
Ronald McKinnon LB 6-1 «240 = 9/20/1973 
Johnny McWilliams TE 6-4 267 12/14/1972 
Tywan Mitchell WR 6-5 220 = 12/10/1975 
Ron Moore WR 6-3 202 9/27/1968 
Mike Moten OT 6-5 266 3/12/1974 
Brad Ottis DE 6-5 293 8/2/1972 
Michael Pittman RB 6-1 220) =—8/14/1975 


_ PLAYER POST. So WT——_séBORN 
Scat Player P 6-1 221~=—-:12/17/1969 
Jake Plummer QB 6-2 199 12/19/1974 
Coby Rhinehart OB 5-10 186 2/1/1977 
Simeon Rice DE 6-5 268 2/24/1974 
Angel Rubio DE 6-2 307 4/12/1975 
Johnny Rutledge LB 6-3. 242 1/4/1977 
Frank Sanders WR 6-2 204 2/17/1973 
Sekou Sanyika LB 6-3 -238 
Patrick Sapp LB 6-4 «258 = 5/11/1973 
Yusef Scott G 6-3 332 11/30/1976 
Corey Sears OT 6-3 300 4/15/1973 
LJ. Shelton T 65 343 9321/1976 
Robert Skapura T 6-6 291 5/25/1977 
Mark Smith DE 6-4 294 98/28/1974 
Eric Swann DE 6-5 317 8/16/1970 
Rashod Swinger OT 6-3 316 11/27/1974 
Jay Tant TE 6-2 252 12/4/1977 
Raynoch Thompson LB 6-2 217 11/21/1977 
Pat Tillman DB 5-11 192 11/6/1976 
Mao Tosi DE 6-5 291 12/12/1976 
Andre Wadsworth DE 6-4 275 10/19/1974 
Darwin Walker DT 6-2 293 6/17/1977 
Zack Walz LB 6-4 «219 =. 2/13/1976 
Chris Watton G 6-2 290 10/6/1977 
Aeneas Williams DOB 5-11 200 1/29/1968 
Clarence Williams RB 5-9 196 «= 5/16/1977 
Jordan Younger DB 5-10 190 1/24/1978 


Tampa Bay ** 


Minnesota * 


Detroit * 
Green Bay 
Chicago 
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m Keyshawn, dynamite defense trigger Bucs 


They were the only unit to make St. Louis 
go backwards, That’s how good the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers’ defense was last season. Ah, 
if only the Bucs had fielded an offense to 
match. Then Tampa, Florida, and not St. 
Louis, might well be the pro football capital of 
the world right now. 

The Buccaneers came within an eyelash of 
advancing to the Super Bowl last season, los- 
ing to St. Louis, 11-6, in the NFC title game. 
Still, the fact the Bucs held the high-scoring 
Rams to only one touchdown seems like a 
solid block on which to build. 

“That’s as good a defensive team as there 
is in football,” said Rams’ then head coach 
Dick Vermeil after watching the Bucs slow 
the Rams’ high-powered offense to a crawl. 
“They stopped our short passing game and 
they stopped our long passing game. Guys like 
Warren Sapp and [Brad] Culpepper up front 
are just dominating.” 

The problem for Tampa Bay over the last 
three seasons has been on the other side of 
the ball. By averaging just 16.9 points a game 
in 1999, the Buccaneers would have been the 
lowest scoring team ever to have played in the 
Super Bowl. It’s a situation they hope they've 
successfully addressed during the offseason. 

Under the category of potentially earth- 
shaking developments, we note that after 
months of negotiations the Bucs managed to 
obtain one of the game’s best wide receivers 
by getting Keyshawn Johnson from the New 
York Jets for the Nos. 13 and 27 pick in the 
NFL draft. 

“That’s the biggest trade of the offseason,” 
said Bucs’ coach Tony Dungy, “and maybe 
the biggest one of our franchise’s history. It’s 
a real coup for us.” 

However, Johnson did not come cheaply. 
Besides the draft choices, the Bucs will have 
to pay a king’s ransom for the All-Pro receiv- 
er. Johnson's deal will pay him $6 million a 
season for the next eight years. He also 


Trent Dilfer, the No. 2 quarterback, signed as 
a free agent with Baltimore because he knew 
he would not be able to regain the number 
one spot with Tampa Bay. 

“I’ve been following Shaun King’s develop- 
ment since he was at Tulane,” said Brian 
Baldinger, a Fox television analyst and former 
NFL player. “I think he’s got tremendous abil- 
ity. | have a lot of confidence that he’s the 
right quarterback to lead this team.” Many 
would echo those sentiments. 


Now that Tampa Bay hia — aes 
the wide receiver position will be upgraded as 
much as any position on any team in football. 
While that might be mere media hype in any 
other situation, Johnson is cocky, but he can 
back it up. He caught 89 passes playing for a 
mediocre Jets team last season that was forced 
to use inexperienced Ray Lucas and ineffec- 
tive Rick Mirer at quarterback. Imagine his 
contribution to a first-class franchise. 

“It doesn’t matter to me who’s throwing 
the ball,” said Johnson. “As long as it is 
thrown my way. You have to use me. I’ve 
shed my image as someone who is just flashy 
or doesn’t work hard. I'll take you where you 
want to go, and I'll be the guy in practice 
showing you how.” Modesty doesn’t matter— 
if you can deliver the goods 

At any rate, Johnson, who replaces Bert 
Emanuel, should get some help on the other 
side from Jacquez Green, who came into his 
own last season with 56 catches for 791 yards. 

Reidel Anthony (30-296) is another burner 
who must improve his ability to catch passes 
over the middle and create space between him 
and a defender. Someone with his speed 
should be able to average 15 yards per catch, 
not 10. 

David Moore and Patrick Hape are solid 
blockers at the tight end positions, but neither 
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==] i 1:3 Jacquez Green (3) [3 Donnie Abraham (5) think will help this team win.” — The Bucs have made serious upgrades on 
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five victories in seven games in a wild turn- 
around that resulted in the NFC champi- 
onship game appearance. King completed over 
60% of his passes and possesses a mature, 
take-charge demeanor unusual for a rookie— 
or for a veteran player, for that matter. 

“We were delighted with the leadership 
Shaun was able to give us,” said Dungy. “This 
guy is a player. We knew that. Taking a quar- 
terback in the second round is still a commit- 
ment to a player. We think he is terrific.” 

King impressed so much last season that 


However, Gruber’s body can’t withstand 
starters’ minutes anymore, and he'll probably 
be replaced by Jason Odom, who will move 
over from right tackle. Jerry Wunsch could 
end up as the new right tackle. 

Center Tony Mayberry had another strong 
season, and Jorge Diaz is a fine left guard, but 
he is clearly more comfortable in running sit- 
uations than passing. Frank Middleton is also 
on the right side. 

Alli in all, things are ria solid. 


Three years ago, Trent Dilfer was the king 
of South Florida, He had just led the Bucs 
back into the playoffs after finally displaying 
the form (59% pass completion accuracy) 
that made him a first-round selection in 1994. 
Then, he completed just 51% of his passes in 
1998, the team didn’t make the playoffs, and 
injuries and ineffectiveness led to his being 
replaced permanently. Now Dilfer is gone and 
there’s a new King on the block. 

Shaun King surprised everyone last season 
by emerging as the Bucs’ No. 1 signal-caller 
and by leading them to five victories in his 
seven starts. He is a tough, stay-in-the-pocket 
quarterback, who has the mobility needed to 
buy time for himself if necessary. His most 
impressive quality was the poise he showed 


Fullback MIKE ALSTOTT 


under pressure. He was intercepted just four 
times last season, although he will be remem- 
bered by a national television audience for 
throwing two interceptions in the NFC title 
game. 

“But he was driving on us and moving the 
ball,” said Vermeil. “We were very worried 
about Shaun King. It just happened that we 
also played one of our best defensive games of 
the year against them and got to show the 
nation that we weren't just an offensive 
team.” 

With Dilfer gone, Eric Zeier moves in as 
the No. 2 quarterback. The 6-4, former 
Georgia star is liked by the coaching staff and 
fits the image of a big, pro-style quarterback 
who can see the field at all times. 


_Running Backs 

Remember all the critics who said Warrick 
Dunn was too small to play in the NFL? 
Then, even the ones who liked him said he 
was too small to be a featured back. Well, tell 
us what team nowadays wouldn’t want 
Dunn, whose main attribute continues to be 
catching passes out of the backfield in his spe- 
cialized role. The 5-foot, 8-inch scatback ran 
for 616 yards and gained 589 more on 64 
catches last season. 

“He’s a nightmare every time we play 
him,” said Green Bay’s defensive lineman 
Santana Dotson. “He’s hard to tackle and he’s 
tougher than a guy of that size would seem to 
be.” Dunn’s overall production slipped last 
year, but that was partly due to leg injuries he 
suffered in the early part of the season. 

Bruising fullback Mike Alstott cemented 
his reputation as one of the toughest players 
to tackle by steamrolling opponents for a 
career-high 949 yards in 1999. Included were 
two 100-yard games. However, the Bucs are 
not very deep in the backfield. Rabih 
Abdullah is an unknown quantity (5 carries 
for minus 12 yards last year) in an age where 
two first-tier running backs are needed. A 
serious injury to either Dunn or Alstott 
would deal the Bucs a serious blow. 

However, with a guy like Alstott more like- 
ly to hurt other people than himself, Tampa 
Bay’s running game is as effective as any team 
in the league. 

More than cautious optimism would seem 
highly appropriate here. 


SS a a 
_ Defensive linemen 

Warren Sapp is the most dominating defen- 
sive tackle in the game. Although he missed 
several games with injuries last season, Sapp 
was devastating against the run and, in addi- 
tion, came through with 12 sacks . 

“It’s important to be intimidating out 
there,” said Sapp. “I think I’m one of the best 
players in the league. I want all those teams 
who passed on me in [the 1995] draft to 
remember me. So much was said about me 
that got out of control. I’m a good person and 
a good teammate. I’ve made my mistakes like 
a lot of guys in this league. Now, other people 
are paying for them.” Words of wisdom, to be 
sure, 

Brad Culpepper (54 tackles), Chidi 
Ahanotu (33 tackles) and Steve White (16 
tackles) complement Sapp nicely on the front 
line. Anthony McFarland played well as a 
rookie last year and Tyoka Jackson and James 
Cannida can help out for brief periods. 


istcy 7.0 


The Bucs took a jolt when five-time Pro 
Bowl participant Hardy Nickerson signed as a 
free agent with Jacksonville. Nickerson was 
an anchor in the middle for the Bucs, and he 
will be difficult to replace. Jamie Duncan, 
who played well filling in for Nickerson two 
years ago, will get a shot at the starting job. 

The leadership role now falls into the 
hands of outside linebacker Derrick Brooks, 
the team’s MVP last season. Brooks led the 
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team in tackles with 153, including 117 solo. 
He also forced three fumbles and recovered 


ce a : two of them. 

u Sent. 10 cea aie Patriots 1-00 pit Shelton Quarles is the incumbent at strong 

3 Sept 17 at Detroit Lions 1.00 a" side linebacker, but was outplayed by Jeff 

4 Sept.24 New York Jets aA Ari Gooch in spring practices. Al Singleton is 

§ Oct1 at Washington Redskins 44 5 oP coming a injury but could challenge for a 
¥ ‘ances Starting berth. 

- ce 7 ap Vikings $00 p.m. Big, in-your-face question marks remain in 

8 Oct. 19 Detroit Lions 20pm {his area. 

9  Oct.29 Minnesota Vikings 1:00 p.m. 6.0 

10 Nov.5 at Atlanta Falcons 1:00 p.m. 

11 Nov.12 Green Bay Packers 4:15 p.m. 

12 Nov.19 at Chicago Bears 1:00 p.m. r 

i mi é Daly CoRR ia i The Bucs’ secondary is one of the hardest- 

15 Dec. 10 at Miami Dolphins 1:00 p.m. hitting foursomes in the NFL. Cornerbacks 

16 Dec.18 St.Louis Rams 9.00 pm Donnie Abraham and Ronde Barber and free 

17 Dec.24 _ at Green Bay Packers 1:00 p.m. safety Damien Robinson combined for 11 


interceptions last season; and strong safety 
John Lynch had 110 tackles and sent more 
than one opposing player to the sidelines com- 
plaining of dizziness. Ouch. 

The unit specializes in timing. They use 
the pressure that Sapp, Culpepper, and 
Brooks put on quarterbacks to their advan- 
tage, lulling receivers into a false sense of 
being open. “Then, we go for the ball hard,” 
said Lynch. 

“Do they ever,” said Green Bay wideout 
Antonio Freeman. 

Key reserves are Floyd Young, Brian Kelly, 
Eric Vance and Shevin Smith. 


Martin Gramatica is one of the league’s 
least known kickers, but he is very effective. 
In his rookie season, Gramatica successfully 
kicked 27 of 32 field goal attempts and won 
the Denver and Washington games with suc- 
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“a Donnie Abraham DB 5-10 192 10/8/1973 George Hegamin T 6-7 331 2/14/1973 
a ) Chidi Ahanotu DE 6-2 285 10/11/1970 Tavarus Hogans WR 5-10 191 8/16/1978 
(- es Mike Alstott RB 6-1 248 12/21/1973‘ Tarig Holman DB 5-10 190 10/14/1976 
| —oey Reidel Anthony WR 5-11 180 10/20/1976 Bobbie Howard LB 5-10 226 §=©6/14/1977 
Ss Ronde Barber DB 5-10 184 4/1/1975 Aaron Humphrey DE 6-3 260 9/22/1977 
4 Ken Blackman G 6-6 320 11/8/1972 Dexter Jackson DB 6-1 196 7/28/1977 
be John Blick T 6-6 323 2/10/1978 Tyoka Jackson DE 6-2 280 11/22/1971 
— Carl Bradley OT 6-2 288 2/22/1978 KeyshawnJohnson WR 6-3 212 1/22/1972 
-- Derrick Brooks LB 6-1 «235 «= 4/18/1973 ~——- Marcus Jones DE 6-6 278 8/15/1973 
Sal James Cannida OT 6-2 291 1/3/1975 — Antony Jordan LB 6-2) 234—s«:12/19/1974 
os Jeff Christy C 6-2 285 2/3/1969 Brian Kelly DB 5-11. 193 1/14/1976 
> Cosey Coleman G 6-4 317 10/27/1978 Shaun King QB 6-1 225 5/29/1977 
oad Ashley Cooper DB 5-10 217 1111/1978 —_JimKitts RB 6-1 245 = 12/28/1972 
(=~ Jy Brad Culpepper OT 6-1 270 5/8/1969 Henry Lusk TE 6-2 250 5/8/1972 
+} — Ay DeMarcus Curry T 6-5 332 4/30/1975 John Lynch DB 6-2 220 9/25/1971 
Chris Daniels WR 6-2 222 3/30/1977 Deshone Mallard DB 5-10 188 1/22/1976 
| = Don Davis LB 6-1 «234 «12/17/1972 ~— Tony Mayberry C 6-4 288 12/8/1967 
— John Davis TE 6-4 270 5/14/1973 Fred McAfee RB 5-10 198 6/20/1968 
Eric De Groh C 6-4 318 4/16/1977 Randall McDaniel & 6-3 290 12/19/1964 
Kevin Dogins C 6-1 301 12/7/1972 ODarneliMcDonald WR 6-3 199 5/26/1976 
— Jamie Duncan LB. 6-1 «242)~=— 7/20/1975 = AnthonyMcFarland DT 6-1 300 12/18/1977 
=) Warrick Dunn RB 5-8 180 1/5/1975  DamonteMcKenzie ODT 6-2 280 3/25/1976 
— Jerry Ellison RB 5-10 «204 =12/20/1971 John McLaughlin DE 6-4 247 11/13/1975 
—_J | Jason Freeman TE 6-3 249 11/14/1976 Kevin McLeod RB 6-1 252 ~=10/17/1974 
ied David Gibson DB 6-1 210 Frank Middleton G 6-3 334 10/25/1974 
-) Jeff Gooch LB 5-11 «225 10/31/1974 = Scott Milanovich QB 6-3 220 1/25/1973 
= Martin Gramatica K 5-8 170 11/27/1975 Dave Moore TE 6-2 258 11/11/1969 
a Jacquez Green WR 5-9 168 1/15/1976 EarthwindMoreland DB 5-11 185 6/13/1977 
—— Paul Gruber T 6-5 291 2/24/1965 Yo Murphy WR 5-10 178  S/11/1971 
so) Joe Hamilton QB 5-10 189 3/13/1977 Drew O'Connor WR 6-3 211 2/2/1976 


cessful FGs. He was 9 of 12 from the 40-yard 
plus range. “It’s comforting to have him back 
there,” said Dungy. 

More than one-third of Mark Royal's punts 
went inside the opponents’ 20-yard line last 
year. He stayed busy. In 90 kicks, he averaged 
a respectable 43.1 yards. 

Most teams would love to use Green as a 
kickoff/punt return specialist. Amazingly, for 
a player with as many shifty moves, Green 
did not pop one for the distance last season. 
Reidel Anthony averaged just 21 yards per 
kickoff return. 


RATING 
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Under Dungy, Tampa Bay has turned 
around what has been a dormant franchise. 
Dungy’s two winning seasons are the first in 
15 years in Tampa. He also led the Bucs to 
their first two playoff berths since 1978 and 
first NFC title appearance since 1980. 

Not bad for a guy who was overlooked for 
head coaching jobs for over a decade as a 
highly-touted assistant coach. He is now 
working closely under owner Hugh 
Culverhouse, who granted him a five-year 
extension in 1998. 

The team is committed to winning as 
shown by the huge amount of money given to 
Johnson, who should immediately become 
their best player. Dungy’s strength has always 
been as a defensive motivator. As a defensive 
coordinator for Minnesota, he led the Vikings 
to top-rated defensive numbers in 1992 and 
1993. He also helped the secondary to impres- 
sive figures while with the Kansas City Chiefs 
in the late 1980s. Les Steckel serves as the 
team’s offensive coordinator, replacing Mike 
Shula. 
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Jason Odom 3/31/1974 


Mitch Palmer 1B 6-4 «259 9/2/1973 
Terrance Parrish DB 5-9 188 10/1/76 
Pete Pierson T 6-5 315 24/1971 
Lovett Purnell TE 6-3 245 4/1/1972 
Shelton Quarles LB OB-1 2302 9/11/1971 
Damien Robinson DB 6-2 214 12/22/1973 
Mark Royals P 6-5 215 6/22/1964 
Ketric Sanford RB 5-8 204 7/6/1978 
Warren Sapp DT 6-2 303 12/19/1972 
John Shay P 6-0 205 7/30/1974 
Alshermond Singleton LB 6-2 228 8/1/1975 
Shevin Smith DB 5-11 204 6/17/1975 
Jamie Spencer RB 6-1 245 = 1/21/1977 
Aaron Stecker RB 5-10 205 = 11/13/1975 
Shawn Stuckey LB 6-1 =«230=—-10/22/1975 
Kinnon Tatum LB OG-1) 0«.222,)—S 7/19/1975 
MawukoTugbenyoh DE 6-1 248 4/9/1978 
Morris Unutoa C 6-1 284 3/10/1971 
Todd Washington C 6-3 324 7/19/1976 
Nate Webster LB 5-11 = 225 

James Whalen TE 6-2 228 

Steve White DE 6-2 271 10/25/1973 
Karl Williams WR 5-10 177 = 4/10/1971 
Michael Williams WR 5-10 185 7/31/1978 
Jerry Wunsch T 6-6 339 1/21/1974 
Todd Yoder TE 6-4 234 3/18/1978 
Floyd Young DB 6-1 «179 = 11/23/1975 
Eric Zeier QB 6-1 214 9/6/1972 
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Vikings purge, pillage and plunder 


There hasn’t been this much purging and 
plundering done by the Vikings since the 11th 
century. 

Quarterback Brad Johnson is gone. So is 
quarterback Randall Cunningham. Quarter- 
back Jeff George won’t be around either. Say 
good-bye to offensive linemen Jeff Christy and 
Randall McDaniel. They say everything must 
change—but this is astonishing. 

Has Vikings coach Dennis Green gone mad? 

Or can second-year, 6-4, 255-pounder 
Daunte Culpepper take this team where it 
wants to go? 

There are many observers who frankly 
doubt it. “This is a mess that Dennis Green has 
created in Minnesota,” said Fox's Baldinger. 
“Salary cap problems led to the confusion at 
quarterback and also led to them losing [star 
offensive linemen] Jeff Christy and Randall 
McDaniel,” 

Two seasons ago, the 6-4 Johnson looked 
like one of the game’s up-and-coming stars. But 
Cunningham took over for him after an injury 
and didn’t lose again until the NFC champi- 
onship game. 

After that season, Green unloaded Johnson 
to Washington and signed Cunningham to a 
long-term deal for starter’s money. Then, 
Cunningham struggled and didn’t make it 
through midseason as a starter. 

Enter George, who came in and had the best 
season of his career, carrying Minnesota deep 
into the playoffs. Surprisingly, George even got 
along with his coach and teammiates for the 
first time in his career. 

Whether money was the main factor in 
Minnesota letting him walk to Washington as a 
rich backup is known only by Vikings officials. 
They are not saying. Instead, last year’s No. 1 
draft choice, Culpepper, has been handed the 
starting job and veteran Bubby Brister has been 
tabbed as his backup. 

“This is why we drafted Daunte, to be the 
quarterback of our team for years and years,” 
said Green. “This guy has tremendous ability 
and is a born leader. It didn’t work out with 
some of our other guys. But it’s different here 
to be a young quarterback, We have all-pro 
receivers [Randy Moss and Cris Carter] and a 
solid running game and offensive line.” 


Many believe Green secretly covets one of 


his three former quarterbacks for one more sea- 
son. But it was his decision, he said, and he'll 
live by it. It was Green’s insistence that led to 
the drafting of Korey Stringer, Dwayne Rudd, 
and, of course, the much scutinized Moss. 

He also drafted Dimitrius Underwood last 
season in what turned out to be the biggest dis- 
aster in Vikings’ draft history. As in the case 
with Moss,, the team gambled that 
Underwood’s off-the-field problems were over- 
stated, Clearly they were not. Underwood 
never played a down for the Vikings. He 
attempted suicide in September and joined the 
Miami Dolphins briefly before landing with 
Dallas. 

“You evaluate a guy and take a Korey 
Stringer, who people assumed would balloon 
up to 450 pounds,” Green said. “He was obvi- 
ously not a bust like everyone thought he’d be. 
Therefore, instead of being taken seventh or 
eighth where he should have been, he fell to us 


at 24. Randy Moss, [linebacker] Dwayne Rudd, 
all those are guys who should not have been 
picked as late as we got them, But we sure hope 
we don’t swing and miss anymore [like last 
year with Underwood], The intent is to swing 
and hit. That's what we really thought we did 
with Underwood, but we blew the pick. We 
were wrong.” 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ents 


One pick Green didn’t blow was the one he 
used to select Moss two years ago. Moss came 
with quite a bit of heavy baggage, caused by 
some youthful mishaps with the law. But he 
has been a model citizen with the Vikings and 
become one of the most feared wide receivers 
in the league. All’s well that ends well... or is it? 

“He’s a young guy who is a good person who 
learns from mistakes,” said Green, “We 
checked if there was character there. You have 
to understand what drives a young man and 
what causes him to have problems. After meet- 
ing with him two years ago, we thought he'd fit 
right in, especially with a mentor like Chris 
{Carter] who has been through those types of 
things himself.” 

Moss followed up his exceptional rookie 
campaign with another outstanding season last 
year, catching 80 passes for 1,413 yards and 11 
touchdowns. He also was not afraid to voice his 
opinions. 

When Cunningham could not consistently 
hit him or Carter last season, Moss spoke out 
for George. “I just want somebody to throw me 
the ball where I can get it,” he said. “Football 
can’t be personal. We’re trying to win.” 

No one is better in a one-on-one coverage 
situation than Moss, who at 6-8, can bring 
down almost any ball over any defender. 

“The catches he makes are unbelievable,” 
said Seattle coach Mike Holmgren. “You think 
a ball is going out of bounds, and then he has it. 
The athletic ability, the smarts, and the know- 
how—and he’s what, 23 years old?” 

Carter may be even a more accomplished 
receiver than Moss. Carter, in his 12th season, 
caught 90 passes for 1,241 yards and 13 touch- 
downs. He put up those numbers despite a 
slow start that was attributed to a struggling 
Cunningham misfiring downfield. 

The Vikings have lost backup receiver Jake 
Reed to free agency, but Green thinks Matt 
Hatchette is ready to blossom. The Vikings also 
have David Palmer as an extra receiver, if needed. 

At tight end, Green is counting on Carlester 
Crumpler to take over for the departed Andrew 
Glover, who signed with New Orleans in the 
offseason. 
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The loss of two perennial all-pros like 
Christy, a center, and McDaniel, a left guard, is 
devastating to the front line. The best man on 
the line now is right tackle Korey Stringer, who 
is about as unmovable as any lineman in foot- 
ball, Right guard David Dixon improved dra- 
matically last season. However, left tackle Todd 
Steussie no longer has the benefit of playing 
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10-6, 2nd in NFC Central 


1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 
TOTAL RUSH PASS POINTS| TOTAL RUSH PASS POINTS 
362.1 1128 2493 249 | 349.8 101.1 2488 209 
LEAGUE RANK 
1430 


Running Back ROBERT SMITH 


Projected 2000 Lineéun 


DEFENSE 
1) Fernando Smith (7) 
Chris Hovan (R) 
8 Jerry Ball (14) 
John Randle (11) 
E19 David Dixon (7) f1:} Kailee Wong (3) 
Korey Stringer (6) Ed McDaniel (8) 
fii] Carlester Crumpler (7) #143) Dwayne Rudd (4) 
Randy Moss (3) Robert Tate (4) 
1:3 Daunte Culpepper (2) (fH Kenny Wright (2) 
Robert Smith (8) Orlando Thomas (6) 
13: Leroy Hoard (11) 3) Robert Griffin (7) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


U@ Gary Anderson (19) LC3 David Palmer (7) 
David Palmer (7 


Mitch Berger (5 


Wi: Cris Carter (14) 
Todd Steussie (7) 

15) Brad Badger (4) 
Matt Birk (3) 
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next to McDaniel and may lose his job to Jay 
Humphrey or Mike Tyson. 

Corbin Lacina will take over McDonald's spot, 
with Matt Birk moving in as the number one 
center. Brad Badger, who can play two line 
spots, was signed as a free agent during the off- 
season, and will see time as a starter or reserve 
at either guard or tackle. 

“This is a hard task for Minnesota,” said 
Baldinger. “You are asking a Birk, Tyson, and 
Lacina to step in behind a rookie quarterback 
and play like two former all-pros, for the team 
not to lose any effectiveness. It just wasn’t that 
those guys [McDaniel and Christy] were all- 
pros. They knew how to play and were experi- 
enced veterans.” Amen. 


6.5 


Quarterbacks 


We know how Green feels about Culpepper 
stepping into a starting position so soon. What 
about Carter, who has now seen Johnson, 
Cunningham, and George leave town? 

“We'll just have to see how it works out,” he 
said, “There isn’t anything I can do about it. 
The rookie year was very tough for Culpepper, 
especially because he knew he wasn’t going to 
play. I really don’t know how well he’s going to 
play. I haven’t developed an opinion. I’m just 
going to sit back and prepare myself, and then 
do the best I can.” 

Culpepper, who threw for an NCAA single- 
season record 73.6% as a senior at Central 
Florida, is undaunted at the new challenge. 

“There’s no way I am going to doubt myself 
at all. Never. Ever,” said Culpepper. “I know 
what I can do and I’ve had a year under my belt 
to see how the NFL works. I’m just confident 
in myself, and hopefully that played into coach 
[Green’s] thinking.” 

Said Carter: “He’s definitely a great athlete. It’s 
just a matter of when he’s going to be good.” 

In Brister, the Vikes have a solid backup 
who will be ready to start if needed. But Brister 
knows he will probably spend most of the time 
on the bench. “From what I’ve seen of Daunte, 
I understand my role,” said Brister. “This guy 
can throw the ball. He’s good. Very good.” 


4.0 | 
Running Backs 


Robert Smith was a one-time medical stu- 
dent at Ohio State who was minoring in foot- 
ball. Now, he’s a megastar, the run presence in 
football’s most famous passing attack. 

Smith ran for 1,015 yards in 1999 and 
should break the 1,000 barrier again this sea- 
son. Smith also has learned how to catch the 
ball out of the backfield. Coming off a 28-catch 
season in 1998, Smith responded with 35 
catches last season, “That needs to be part of 
the game in our offense,” said Green. 

Smith’s backup, Moe Williams, figures to get 
a lot more carries this season. Green thinks he 
can be a feature type runner in the future. He 
also uses Palmer for a change of pace draw play 
now and then. 

Leroy Hoard returns as one of the game’s top 
fullbacks, He alternates with Smith, playing on 
third down passing situations. He gets the edge 
in long yardage because he is the better blocker, 
but is not as good a receiver out of the back- 
field. Harold Morrow is looking to play at full- 
back as well. 


7.0 
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Wide Receiver RANDY MOSS 


Chris Doleman finally retired after a superb 
career. His loss, combined with that of free 
agent Duane Clemons, means that Minnesota is 
revamping its starting line. 

John Randle is still a consummate pro and 
will probably play left tackle after being shuf- 
fled around last season. Wherever he plays, 
he'll stuff the run and the quarterback with 
precision and consistency. 

Green planned ahead for Doleman’s depar- 
ture by taking Underwood in last year's draft. 


That, of course, turned into a disaster. 

Ex-Atlanta Falcon John Burrough battled 
injuries all of last season, but is a solid player 
who, when healthy, can fit into a rotation. 

The team re-signed Fernando Smith from 
Baltimore and he could end up being a starter 
at end or tackle. For now, veteran Jerry Ball is 
the incumbent at nose tackle, but he was terri- 
ble against the run last season. Tony Williams 
is an active but one-dimensional player. 

The Vikings hope they’ve found an eventual 
replacement for Doleman in rookie Chris 
Hovan out of Boston College. The 6-2, 305- 
pound tackle is “a great competitor with superi- 


or intangibles,” according to the Minnesota 
scouting report. Hovan was a consensus All- 
American last season and has an outstanding 
ability to read and react. 


5.0 | 


Kailee Wong and the much balleyhooed 
Rudd will start at the outside linebacker spots 
in the 4-3 defense. 

Ed McDaniel had a better than average sea- 
son in the middle with 112 tackles. There are 
no superstars at this position, so Green just 
hopes not to get burned by a big run or pass 
over the middle. 

“The middle is secure, but we don’t have the 
luxury of giving quarterbacks that much time,” 
Green said, 

Truly, “luxury” is not the operative word 
here. 


5.5 


Defensive Backs 


You know there are troubles when a team 
finishes the season deep in the playoffs with its 
top cornerback being a converted wideout 
(Robert Tate). 

That's what free agency can do to a team, as 
the Vikings lost Corey Fuller and Jimmy 
Hitchcock to other teams . 

Tate is penciled in as one starter this season, 
putting tremendous pressure on the other cor- 
nerback Kenny Wright, who struggled during a 
much criticized rookie year. Ramos McDonald 
also disappointed as a rookie, so Chris Rogers 
may be asked to become a starter. 

The problems at safety are not as severe, 
with the experienced trio of Anthony Marshall, 
Orlando Thomas and Robert Griffin returning. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Chad Abernathy T 6-5 302 1/2/1976 
Gary Anderson K 5-11 170 7/16/1959 
Brad Badger G 6-4 298 1/11/1975 
Jerry Ball NT 6-1 330 = 12/15/1964 
Antonio Banks DB 5-10 195 3/12/1973 
Anthony Bass OB 6-1 200 3/27/1975 
Pete Bercich LB 6-1) =. 240 ~—«12/23/1971 
Mitch Berger P 6-4 221 6/24/1972 
Matt Birk T 6-4 304 17/23/1976 
Michael Boireau DE 6-3 274 

Todd Bouman QB 6-2 227 8/1/1972 
Paul Bradford DB 5-9 185 4/20/1974 
Gregg Briggs DB 6-3 214 10/19/1968 
Bubby Brister QB 6-3 205 8/15/1962 
John Burrough DT 6-5 276 5/17/1972 
Cris Carter WR 6-3 220 11/25/1965 
Tyrone Carter OB 5-7 184 3/31/1976 
Matt Cercone TE 6-5 255 11/30/1975 
Doug Chapman RB 5-10 214 

Billy Cockerham QB 6-1 217 93/18/1977 
Keith Council DE 6-6 285 12/3/1974 
Andy Crosland K 6-3 220 11/17/1976 
Carlester Crumpler TE 6-6 253 9/5/1971 
Daunte Culpepper QB 6-4 250 1/28/1977 
Randall Cunningham OB 6-4 213 3/27/1963 
Antico Dalton LB 6-1. 241—s-12/31/1975 
Darryl Daniel WR 5-11 190 1/24/1976 
Seth Dittman T 6-7 273 17/23/1972 
David Dixon 6 6-5 346 1/5/1969 


Special Teams 


The kicking game is in good shape despite 
the encroaching age of place kicker Gary 
Anderson. At 41, Anderson still makes field 
goals inside the 40 with regularity, although he 
appears to be losing accuracy from the longer 
distances. He connected on 15 of 19 field goals 
from inside the 40 last season, but was just four 
for 11 from 40 yards and beyond. 

Punter Mitch Berger had a strong season, 
averaging 45.4 yards per kick with a net of 38.4 

David Palmer, an elusive runner, is one of 
the better return specialists in the NFL. He has 
run back three kicks for touchdowns—two 
punts and a kickoff—in his six-year career and 
has had a club record nine, 100-yard kickoff 
return games. 
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Coaching/Front Office 


Green has made some big mistakes of late, 
but certainly has been strong overall in his 
tenure as coach. 

Player personnel director Frank Gilliam and 
Rich Solomon, an assistant coach, also work 
together on decisions, and must take some of 
the blame for the foul-ups made in the draft last 
season. 

Green’s failures in the playoffs are becoming 
annoying, but the alternative is worse. Green's 
predecessors—Jerry Burns, Les Steckel and 
Bud Grant—couldn’t even get the team to the 
playoffs for several years. 

The Vikings’ offense should get a boost with 
the addition of Sherman Lewis as offensive 
coordinator. 

Minnesota owner Red McCombs has already 
pledged his support of Green, but this is most 
likely a must-win season for Green if he hopes 
to retain his job. Stay tuned. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Chris Doleman DE 6-5 287 10/16/1961 
Tim Engelhardt DT 6-2 279 5/12/1978 
Chad Fann TE 6-3 250 6/7/1970 
Terrian Gray OB 6-1 196 3/18/1974 
Robert Griffith DB 5-11 198 11/30/1970 
Lemanski Hall LB 6-1 «235 ~—«11/24/1970 
Matt Hatchette WR 6-2 201 5/1/1974 
Brody Heffner-Liddaird TE 6-4 234 6/12/1977 
Leroy Hoard RB 5-11 225 5/15/1968 
Chris Hovan DT 6-3 296 5/12/1978 
Jay Humphrey T 6-6 313 6/20/1976 
Olrick Johnson LB. 6-1 «244 ~—s 8/20/1977 
Carlos Jones DB 5-11 190 8/31/1973 
Andrew Jordan TE 6-6 272 6/21/1972 
Carl Kidd DB 6-1 205 6/14/1973 
Jimmy Kleinsasser TE 6-3 272 1/31/1977 
Corbin Lacina T 6-4 302 11/2/1970 
Chris Liwienski T 6-5 321 8/2/1975 
Lenny Lucas RB 6-3 232 3/24/1977 
Mike Malano G 6-2 299 

Anthony Marshall DB 6-1 212 9/16/1970 
Cari McCullough RB 6-2 223 11/14/1973 
Ed McDaniel LB 5-11 229 2/23/1969 
Corey Miller LB 6-2. «245 ~=—:10/25/1968 
Don Morgan DB 5-11 200 9/18/1975 
Mike Morris C 6-5 290 2/22/1961 
Harold Morrow RB 5-11 224 2/24/1973 
Randy Moss WR 6-4 198 2/13/1977 
David Palmer RB 5-8 172 11/19/1972 


2000 Senedule 


WK DATE OPPONENT 

1 = Sept.3 Chicago Bears 

2 = Sept.10 Miami Dolphins 1:00 p.m. 
3 Sept.17 at New England Patriots 4:15 p.m. 
4  Sept.24 Bye Week 

5 Oct. 1 at Detroit Lions 1:00 p.m. 
6 Oct9 Tampa Bay Buccaneers 9:00 p.m. 
7 = Oct.15 at Chicago Bears 8:20 p.m. 
8 Oct.22 Buffalo Bills 1:00 p.m. 
9 Oct.29 atTampaBayBuccaneers 1:00 p.m. 
10 Nov.6 at Green Bay Packers 9:00 p.m. 
11 Nov.12 = Arizona Cardinals 1:00 p.m. 
12 WNov.19 Carolina Panthers 1:00 p.m. 
13 Nov.23 at Dallas Cowboys 4:05 p.m. 
14 Nov.30 Detroit Lions 8:20 p.m. 
15 Dec.10 atSt. Louis Rams 1:00 p.m. 


Green Bay Packers 
at Indianapolis Colts 


Wide Receiver CRIS CARTER 


PLAYER POS 


a 


WT BORN 


Mike Parker LB 6-1 «6230 = 7/12/1975 
Joe Phillips NT 6-5 317 7/15/1963 
John Randle DOT 6-1 287 12/12/1967 — 
Fred Robbins OT 6-4 311 3/25/1977 — 
Chris Rogers DB 5-10 192 1/3/1977 —| 
Dwayne Rudd LB 6-2 233 23/1915 Ei —} 
Craig Sauer LB 6-1 «235 —=—«:12/31/1972 (a) 
Talance Sawyer DE 6-2 272 6/14/1976 ~” 
Fernando Smith DE 6-6 287 8/2/1971 [—} 
Robert Smith RB 6-2 210 3/4/1972 ar — | 
Gregory Spann WR 6-2 205 4/16/1973 ~~) 
Todd Steussie T 6-6 308 12/1/1970 = 
Korey Stringer T 6-4 339 5/8/1974 iy) 
Robert Tate DB 5-10 192 10/19/1973 i= 
Keith Thibodeaux DB 5-11 189 5/16/1974 — 
Chris Thomas WR 6-2 190 7/16/1971 (tm 
Orlando Thomas OB 6-1 211 10/21/1972 77) 
Chris Walsh WR 6-1 199 12/12/1968 
Troy Walters WR 5-8 175 = 12/15/1976 
Moe Williams RB 6-1 205 7/26/1974 — 
Tony Williams OT 6-1 292 1/9/1975 i 
Antonio Wilson LB 6-1 244 A 
Matt Wilson WR 6-0 204 3/4/1977 EA - 
Cory Withrow C 6-2 282 4/5/1975 far 
Kailee Wong LB 6-2) 247) Ss: 5/23/1976 
Kenny Wright DB 6-1 196 9/14/1977 oo 
Antwone Young RB 6-2 270 1/28/1977 — 
= 
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1999 Team Statistics 
DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


77.8 | 230.4 20.1 | 330.7 =95.7 =.235.0 = 20.2 
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Quarterback CHARLIE BATCH 
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OFFENSE DEFENSE 
4/1)) Johnnie Morton (7) 8 Robert Porcher (9) 
Stockar McDougle (R) James Jones (10) 
©) Tony Semple (7) 18 Luther Elliss (6) 


Mike Compton (8) Tracy Scroggins (9) 

UL Jeff Hartings (5) :) Allen Aldridge (7) 
Aaron Gibson (1) Stephen Boyd (6) 

1.3 David Sloan (6) LL} Chris Claiborne (2) 
Herman Moore (10) Bryant Westbrook (4) 
Charlie Batch (3) 1) Terry Fair (3) 

James Stewart (6) Kurt Schulz (9) 


‘i:) Corey Schlesinger (6) [B) 3) Ron Rice (6) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
©) Jason Hanson (9) i) Germane Crowell (3) 
John Jett (8 Germane Crowell (3 
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BOBBY ROSS 
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Aftermath of an American tragedy 


For half a season, the Lions were the story 
in the NFL. 

All anybody talked about was how little 
chance there would be for the team to recov- 
er from the unusual and curious retirement 
of Barry Sanders. 

The Lions answered their critics by start- 
ing out 6-2. Their last game in that stretch, a 
31-27 thriller over eventual Super Bow] 
champion St. Louis, put them in a position to 
take the division title and earn a playoff spot. 

Then there was a complete collapse. 

The Lions flew to Arizona and played 
their worst game of the season in a demoral- 
izing 23-19 loss. Then they dropped their 
last four games, staggered into the playoffs, 
and at that sorry point were dispatched 
quickly by Washington, 20-0, in a first- 
round game. 

An American tragedy, for sure. 

“The Arizona game is where it all became 
unwound,” said Baldinger. “They were so 
unfocused. The Lions had played so well to 
beat St. Louis, and then didn’t come to play 
against Arizona. All their weaknesses were 
exposed then, and they kind of unravelled.” 

Baldinger thinks that Detroit's brain trust 
has learned from the string of five straight 
losses at the end of last season. 

The Lions won't pretend their running 
situation is fine without Sanders. Greg Hill, 
who picked up just 524 yards last season, 
has been more than adequately replaced by 
James Stewart, who was not needed in 
Jacksonville with the emergence of Fred 
Taylor. Sedrick Irvin is also a pretty nice 
option at the tailback position. 

The Lions have added two quarterbacks 
as insurance for the injury prone Charlie 
Batch. Steve Stenstrom was signed in the 
spring after Mike ‘Tomezak was plucked 
weeks before to replace the departed Gus 
Frerotte, who left for Denver. 

The Lions also feel they'll be stronger 
because of the development of players who 
stepped up last season when key injuries hit. 

Then there are the returnees from injury- 
plagued years. Herman Moore, the star wide 
receiver, missed the bulk of last season with 
a devastating knee injury, but Detroit is 
quite confident he will be return to his All- 
Star form. 

Offensive linemen Eric Gibson and Ray 
Roberts are also back at the all-important 
right and left tackle spots following season- 
ending injuries. 

Detroit lost Mark Carrier, a mainstay in 
the secondary, as a free agent to 
Washington, but the team quickly landed 
Kurt Schulz from Buffalo. He may be even a 
better fit in the Lions’ conservative schemes 
than the interception-minded Carrier was. 

“I can see how Detroit is thinking,” said 
Baldinger. “They were one of a bunch of 
teams that were 8-8, that were just a game 
or two away from having a strong season. 


They feel that if they can replace a couple of 
their older players with younger guys like 
they did on both sides of the ball, get a 
healthy Moore and Batch back, sign a top 
runner like Stewart, that they could get bet- 
ter, 

“One of the things they have done is filled 
most of their holes. As a result, they were 
more able to draft athletes as opposed to buy 
needs at certain positions. I think this could 
be a good football team.” 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


This unit is becoming downright scary. 
Johnny Morton liad a terrific season with 80 
catches and 1,129 yards last year. 
Blossoming Germane Crowell, a former first- 
round pick from Virginia, filled in for Moore 
and caught 81 passes for over 1,300 yards 
and seven touchdowns. Coach Bobby Ross 
knows he has three Pro Bowl caliber wide- 
outs and will attempt to find ways to get all 
three receivers into the game. He also has a 
solid possession guy in Brian Stablein. 

Tight end David Sloan played in his first 
Pro Bowl a year ago after catching 47 passes. 
Walter Rasby is a capable reserve. 


9.0 


Despite getting right tackle Aaron Gibson 
back following a missed year due to a shoul- 
der injury, the Lions used their first-round 
draft pick to select 6-5, 361-pound Stockar 
McDougle of Oklahoma as front line insur- 
ance. The team is worried that Roberts 
won't fully recover from the knee injury 
that ended his season prematurely, or that 
Gibson doesn’t round into shape. 

McDougle proved to be a very strong run 
blocker at Oklahoma and is very athletic for 
his size, But, he will need to improve is pass 
blocking skills if he is going to help the 
Lions. 

Detroit likes center Mike Compton, a one- 
time third round draft pick, and former first- 
rounder Jeff Hartings, who started all 16 
games last season and just missed being 
voted to the Pro Bowl. 

Tony Ramirez and Tony Semple play on 
the left side at tackle and guard, respectively. 
Kerline Blaise, Eric Beverly, Paul Janus, and 
Juan Roque are probable backups. 


4.5 


The quarterback situation is resolved, yet 
always precarious with Batch behind center. 
Though Batch was impressive cnough to 
replace multi-millionaire Scott Mitchell as a 
rookie a couple of years back, Batch is injury 
prone, 


In 1993, he hurt his kidney as a college 
star at Eastern Michigan. In 1996, he missed 
much of the Lions’ season with an ankle 
injury. He was sidelined two years ago with 
a back problem, and again ended up in the 
hospital last year with a thumb ailment, sim- 
ilar to the one Brett Favre has at Green Bay. 

“T think Frerotte and Batch did a good job 
for us last season,” said Ross. “Charlie has 
unfortunately been sidelined a lot. But we 
expect him to take over the team this season 
again. Our players, especially our young 
guys, really respond to him. He’s made big 
plays here for [three] years.” 
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Wide Receiver JOHNNIE MORTON 


Ross understands that his quarterback 
won't likely make it through the season, 
though. With Frerotte taking an opportunity 
to play in Denver, he signed Tomezak, a 15- 
year veteran, to a contract, 

“Tomezak and Stenstrom are two pretty 
good backups,” said Baldinger. “I think you 
really have to be worried with Charlie 
Batch’s injury record. Detroit is preparing 
itself like most NFL teams do now with havy- 
ing two or three quarterbacks who can play 
and move teams downfield.” 

Forewarned is forearmed. 


5.0 


James Stewart 3 isn’t 7 eal’ answer for 
Detroit, alhough he is a marked improve- 


ment over Hill. Stewart is a 5-9, 185- 
pounder who probably can’t handle the pun- 
ishment of an all-purpose back. Still, he’ll be 
in line for 1,000 yards if his number gets 
called enough. 

The Lions selected Reuben Droughns of 
Oregon in the draft, and he will battle Irvin 
in training camp for the backup tailback 
position. Droughns has good quickness and 
good running vision, while Irvin is fast, 
strong, and capable but primarily a straight- 
ahead runner. 

“T need to learn everything I can learn 
about this team and also Detroit on a person- 
al level, to get myself situated here,” said 
Stewart. “I’m probably going to be the fea- 
tured guy for the first time. I always split 
time with people in Jacksonville, so I’m look- 
ing forward to the challenge. I’m not saying 
guys who come in here are not going to play. 
I think it’s vital to have people who can 
come in and play, but sometimes I’d end up 
with five or six carries over there. | think I 
need to touch the ball more here.” 


4.5 


‘Defensive 


This is another position that the Lions are 
trying to upgrade. Robert Porcher is an out- 
standing talent at left end, and was declared 
the team’s non-exclusive rights franchise 
player following a banner 1999 season. 

Also on the left side are Travis Kirscke 
and Tracy Scroggins, who helped strengthen 
the team’s defensive front a year ago. 
Kirscke is undoubtedly a valuable run 
stuffer and Scroggins arguably enjoyed his 
best year as a pass rush specialist. 

Jared Devries missed most of the season 

with a foot injury, although the team feels he 
can have a big impact this year. Luther Eliss 
came into his own last season at nose guard 
and won a Pro Bow! spot. Free agent James 
Jones is a solid pickup. 
However, because of the pressure they try 
and put on the quarterback, Detroit would 
benefit from depth at the end and tackle 
spots. This is a key issue for the team to 
address. 

Help could be on the way with Mike 
Pringley, Kelvin Pritchett, who may start, 
and Dan Owens. 


4.5 


The Lions don’t have a was at this 
pivotal spot. Stephen Boyd proved to be one 
of the steadiest influences on any team with 
a Pro Bowl performance last season at mid- 
dle linebacker. 

Allen Aldridge is the strongside line- 
backer and Chris Clairborne also returns as 
a starter. The three combined for 234 tack- 
les, 127 which were made by Boyd. 
Clairborne’s reputation as a player with a 
nose for the football was evidenced by his 
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“2UUU Seite 
WK DATE OPPONENT 


1 Sept.3 at New Orleans Saints 
2 Sept. 10 Washington Redskins 

3 Sept.17 Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
4 Sept.24 at Chicago Bears 

5 = Oct. 1 Minnesota Vikings 

6 Oct.8 Green Bay Packers 

7 = Oct.15 Bye Week 

8 Oct.19 at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
9 Oct.29 at Indianapolis Colts 

10 Nov.5 = Miami Dolphins 

11 Nov.12 Atlanta Falcons 

12 Nov. 19 at New York Giants 

13 Nov.23 New England Patriots 
14 Nov.30 at Minnesota Vikings 

15 Dec.10 at Green Bay Packers 
16 Dec.17 at New York Jets 

17 Chicago Bears 


Dec. 24 


Wide Receiver HERMAN 


PLAYER 


= 
= 


WT 


Kevin Abrams 5-8 170 

Allen Aldridge 6-1 254 

Tim Alexander 6-0 186 

Charlie Batch QB 6-2 220 

Andrew Bayes P 6-2 200 

Eric Beverly C 6-3 294 

Kerlin Blaise G 6-5 323 

Alfonso Boone OT 6-3 305 

Stephen Boyd LB 6-1 = 242 

i+ - | Steve Brominski TE 6-4 264 

i —) > Barrett Brooks T 6-4 326 

(— J) Corwin Brown DB 6-1 = 205 

al J.B. Brown DB 6-1 200 
Delaunta Cameron LB 6-2. -235 

h—Ay Lamar Campbell © DB 5-11 183 
(— J Pete Chryplewicz TE 6-5 261 

= Chris Claiborne LB 6-3 255 
[-T) Mike Compton G 6-6 298 

_— Germane Crowell WR 6-3 216 
Chris Cummings DB 5-8 185 

=; Jared DeVries DE 6-4 280 
—4 Andre Dixon OB 6-1 200 
a2 Henry Douglas WR 5-11 171 
Reuben Droughns RB 5-11 207 

S Luther Elliss DE 6-5 305 
ep) Terry Fair DB 5-9 184 
‘—) > Scott Fields LB 6-2 220 
E> Larry Foster WR 5-10 196 
hea Todd Franz DB 6-0 194 
=> Pete Garces K 5-10 190 
Aaron Gibson 380 
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TIME 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


8:20 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
12:30 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


MOORE 


BORN 
2/28/1974 
5/30/1972 

10/14/1974 
12/5/1974 
2/11/1978 
3/28/1974 

12/25/1974 


8/22/1972 
10/24/1976 
5/5/1972 
4/25/1970 
1/5/1967 
W/2/1975 
8/29/1976 
4/21/1974 
7/26/1978 
9/18/1970 
9/13/1976 
1/5/1974 
6/11/1976 
12/4/1975 
3/3/1977 
8/21/1978 
3/22/1973 
7/20/1976 
4/22/1973 
11/7/1976 
4/12/1976 
12/30/1977 
9/27/1977 


three fumble recoveries. 

Richard Jordan, Matt Russell and Clint 
Kriewaldt have been special teams players to 
date, but all may be capable starters in the 
near future if someone goes down. 


7.0 


Defensive Backs 


Cornerbacks Bryant Westbrook and Terry 
Fair were prominent players in helping 
Detroit finish eighth in the NFL last year in 
fewest yards allowed through the air. Kevin 
Abrams is slated as the nickel back but is 
still experiencing foot problems that cost 
him most of the 1999 season. 

Robert Bailey left for Baltimore via free 
agency, meaning a spot has opened up for 
Dwayne Harper or J.B. Brown. Ron Rice, 
who made an incredible 106 tackles from his 
strong safety position, and free safety 
Schulz, who helped Buffalo rank No. 1 in 
defense a year ago, give the Lions a presence 
at those positions. Corwin Brown, Ryan 
Stewart and Kywin Supernaw are also 
expected to see time at the safety spots. 

“We like our defensive makeup better 
than last year,” said Ross. “If we can get 
some depth at some spots, we'll be in better 
position not to end the season on a down 
note like last year. You need a lot of players 
in the NFL to be a good team.” You think 
so? 
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Special Teams 


Detroit has one of the better kicking 
games in the NFL. Two-time Pro Bowler 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Barrett Green LB 6-0) «217 =: 10/29/1977 
James Hall DE 6-2 271 2/4/1977 
Jason Hanson K 5-11 182 6/17/1970 
Dwayne Harper DB 5-11 175 3/29/1966 
Jeff Hartings 6 6-3 295 9/7/1972 
Greg Hill RB 5-11 212 2/23/1972 
Leroy Hodge WR 6-1 215 2/5/1977 
Desmond Howard KR/PR 5-10 185 5/15/1970 
Sedrick Irvin RB 5-11 226 3/30/1978 
Paul Janus G 6-4 294 3/17/1975 
Casey Jensen C 6-6 291 4/13/1977 
John Jett P 6-1 «197 = 11/11/1968 
Tony Johnson TE 6-5 255 2/5/1972 
James Jones DT 6-2 295 2/6/1969 
Richard Jordan LB 6-1) «256 )=—s«12/1/1974 
Travis Kirschke DE 6-3 287 9/6/1974 
Scott Kowalkowski LB 6-2 220 8/23/1968 
Clint Kriewaldt 1B OG-1 236) 3/17/1976 
Jeremy Mankins G 6-4 320 8/25/1976 
Stockar McDougle G 6-6 350 1/11/1977 
Herman Moore WR 6-4 224 10/20/1969 
Johnnie Morton WR 6-1 180 10/7/1971 
Nick O'Brien G 6-2 328 11/19/1972 
Joe O'Neill LB 6-1 «216 =—12/11/1976 
Kevin O'Neill LB 6-2) «249° = 4/14/1975 
Brock Olivo RB 6-1 232 = 6/24/1976 
Robert Porcher DE 6-3 282 7/30/1969 
Sean Powell OT 6-1 292 1/23/1974 
Mike Pringley DE 6-4 277 5/22/1976 
Kelvin Pritchett OT 6-3 319 10/24/1969 
Tony Ramirez T 6-6 305 = 1/26/1973 


Jason Hanson seems to never miss a field 
goal, and John Jett’s spirals on punts are a 
thing of beauty. Hanson connected on 26 of 
32 field goal attempts last season, including 
10 of 12 from 40-49 yards and 4 of 8 from 
beyond the 50. 

Jett averaged a modest 42.3 yards per 
punt but pinned opponents inside the 20- 
yard line 27 times in 86 kicks. 

Fair, who led the club in kickoff returns 
last season, will also handle most of the punt 
returning duties now that Desmond Howard 
has returned to Green Bay following a sub- 
par season. 
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Coaching/Front Office 


Ross has a strong track record as a coach, 
having taken Georgia Tech to a national 
championship in college and San Diego to a 
Super Bowl in the NFL. However, his best 
coaching might have come at the beginning 
of last season when the Lions jumped to a 6- 
2 start after losing Sanders to retirement. 
The Lions faltered from that point, but he 
should have them in the hunt for the divi- 
sion title this year with a healthier, deeper 
squad. 

The Lions’ front office showed some 
toughness last season by taking Sanders to 
court and forcing the star runner to repay 
most of the $11.6-million bonus the team 
had given him before he retired prematurely. 
The club put up a strong case and would not 
cave in to any of Sanders’ demands. 

Now if the Lions can show that kind of fight 
on the field this season, a division title 
would not be out of the question. 


6.0 
PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Walter Rasby TE 6-3 251 9/1/1972 
Travis Reece RB 6-3 251 4/3/1975 
Quinton Reese DE 6-4 252 8/26/1977 
Ron Rice OB 6-1 217 ~~ 11/9/1972 
Ron Rivers RB 5-8 207 = 11/13/1971 
Ray Roberts T 6-6 320 6/3/1969 
Andre Rone WR 5-10 180 4/14/1976 
Juan Roque T 6-8 332 2/6/1974 
Matt Russell LB 6-2 256 1/5/1973 
Charlie Sanders RB 5-9 211 = 9/22/1976 
Cory Sauter QB 6-4 215 = 11/21/1974 
Cory Schlesinger RB 6-1 246 = 6/23/1972 
Kurt Schulz OB 6-1 208 12/12/1968 
Tracy Scroggins DE 6-3 273 9/11/1969 
Tony Semple G 6-5 303 12/20/1970 
David Sloan TE 6-6 260 6/8/1972 
Ed Smith TE 6-4 253 6/5/1969 
Paul Spicer DE 6-4 269 8/18/1975 
Brian Stablein WR 6-1 194 4/14/1970 
Steve Stenstrom QB 6-2 202 12/23/1971 
James Stewart RB 6-1 226 = =©12/27/1971 
Ryan Stewart OB 6-1 206 9/30/1973 
Kywin Supernaw OB 6-1 = 207 6/2/1975 
Tyree Talton DB 5-11 201 5/10/1976 
Henry Taylor DT 6-2 303 11/29/1975 
Mike Tomczak QB 6-1 210 10/23/1962 
Iheanyi Uwaezuoke WR 6-1 200 7/24/1973 
Andy Vincent T 6-4 306 6/11/1978 
Bryant Westbrook DB 6-1 198 12/19/1974 
Jimmy Wyrick DB 5-9 179 12/31/1976 


Green Bay PACKERS F* 


Problems stick out like a sore thumb 


Is the Pack back? Not likely, 

Player retirements, changes in personnel and 
a new head coach in former Seattle offensive 
coordinator Mike Sherman is too much change 
to expect miracles in one season, 

The Packers struggled through a disappoint- 
ing 8-8 season last year under Ray Rhodes, and 
general manager Ron Wolf simply couldn't stand 
it. So Rhodes was sent packing after one season 
and has since signed on as defensive coordinator 
with the Washington Redskins. 

“An 8-8 record was unacceptable for the tal- 
ent we had on the team last year,” said Wolf. He 
does have a point there. 

But should Rhodes have ever been given the 
job at all? His last two seasons with the 
Philadelphia Eagles were dismal, and the main 
knock on him was his lack of discipline. In his 
last season with Philadelphia, the Eagles were 
the most penalized team in the league. So, it 
should not have been surprising that jumping 
offsides in Green Bay became as widespread as 
jumping into the crowd after a touchdown. 

Wolf is now trying to undo the mistake. In 
addition to hiring Sherman, Wolf hired Ken 
Herock, who comes over from the Oakland orga- 
nization to help with the personnel department. 

Salary cap restrictions hurt Green Bay’s 
chances of landing a quality free agent in the off- 
season, so the Packers again will be relying on 
older players, extremely young players, and 
improvement by quarterback Brett Favre to win. 

The team is also in the process of renovating 
legendary Lambeau Field to compete with the 
state -of-the-art stadiums being built across the 
country. 

“You can get a feel for what’s going on with a 
team, and it was pretty obvious that there were 
problems with player unrest at the end of the 
year,” said Wolf. 

“T think Ray Rhodes just wanted to coach the 
defense,” said wide receiver Bill Schroeder, “He 
is a great coach. Things just didn’t work out. I 
don’t think he wanted to handle all the aspects of 
being a head coach anymore. But I thought he 
did a really good job. The one difference this 
year is that we'll be a much more disciplined 
team. I’m sure of that.” 

As for Favre, he’s had two straight seasons 
with 20-plus interceptions and has everyone in 
“Cheeseville” concerned, But Favre seems to 
know what the main problem is, 

“Everyone knows that I try to do too much if 
we're just an average team,” he said. “If Mike 
Sherman can come in here and help me cut 
down my interceptions, that would be great. But 
it’s something I have to figure out myself.” 

The stadium issue is bigger than most out- 
siders would think. Most fans initially didn’t 
want to touch such a storied landmark where 
Vince Lombardi won all the championships on 
“a frozen tundra.” 

“I spent my offseason touring the state getting 
people to vote on a referendum [to renovate and 
not build a dome] for the new stadium,” said 
wide receiver Bill Schroeder. “I’ve always had 
meniories of going to that stadium as a little kid 
and that’s what I'd like to see continue.” 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


Injuries ended Robert Brooks’ career prema- 
turely, giving Shroeder a chance to jump from a 


role player to a star last season. Shroeder caught 
74 passes for 1,051 yards. Antonio Freeman's 
lengthy holdout didn’t prevent him from another 
strong season statistically. He, too, had 74 catch- 
es and jumped into the stands six times literally 
or symbolically after touchdowns. The holdout 
caused a lot of rifts in the locker room and the 
offense was never fully fluid partly because of 
the time he missed. Corey Bradford was not that 
effective as a third receiver either. 

“I don’t think people realize that we had a 
very young team for us, last season,” said 
Shroeder. “We had 15 guys who were first-year 
players that Ray [Rhodes] was trying to mix in 
with the veterans, especially on offense; and the 
injuries to Chmura and the [angst of the 
Freeman situation] and Favre’s thumb injury 
were all factors.” 

Is Favre throwing the ball too hard? 

“Brett throws 90% of his passes very hard,” 
said Shroeder. “The tough ones to catch are the 
ones he throws softer. I think receivers like a guy 
who can get the ball in there quickly, and Brett 
does as good a job of that as anybody in the 
league. The bottom line is we have the best quar- 
terback in the game and we have to make him 
look good.” 

Would that the bottom line were really all that 
simple. 

There have been constant changes in the orig- 
inal West Coast offense that Holmgren used to 
win one Super Bowl and lose a second one. The 
Packers still excel at the short passing game, but 
they need a new tight end, as Mark Chmura’s 
legal problems stemming from a nonconsentual 
sex charge with a minor this spring, coupled 
with family concerns and back problems, are 
expected to put him out of commission. 

The answer may be found in 6-6, 252-pound 
Bubba Franks, whom the Packers selected in the 
first round of the NFL draft. Franks, who played 
at Miami (Fla.), has great acceleration off the 
line and can catch the ball in traffic. 

Tyrone Davis started to show confidence in 
catching bullets from Favre as last season went 
along, and he will most likely be the No. 1 
reserve. Kaseem Sinceno, a former Eagle, Basil 
Mitchell and Jeff Thomason (14 catches) are 
other possibilities to play extensively at the tight 
end spot. 
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The Packers hope to continue a positive 
adjustment after losing Adam Timmerman to St. 
Louis last season. Timmerman helped the Rams 
win a Super Bow! with an older line that actually 
overachieved for the Pack. The line included 
Raleigh McKenzie and Mike Wahle on the left 
side, center Frank Winters, and Earl Dotson and 
Marco Rivera on the right side. 

Green Bay plans to use Ross Verba, a former 
tackle, at right guard. Favre would love some 
young, fresh legs in there, but as long as 
McKenzie and Dotson continue to play well, it 
may not happen this season. Mike Flanagan, 
Scott Curry and Craig Heimburger are the back- 
ups. However, with Favre, a lineman can be a 
step slow and still be effective. 
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8-8, 3rd (tied) in NFC Central 


OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


1995 Team Statistics 


DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


338.7 94.9 243.8 22.3 | 331.8 12.8 219.1 21.3 
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Running Back DORSEY LEVENS 


PFOFEcted 2UUU Lineup 


11:3 Bill Schroeder (5) 
Mark Wahle (3) 

{5} Raleigh McKenzie (16) 
Frank Winters (14) 

[15] Ross Verba (4) 
Earl Dotson (8) 

Bubba Franks (R) 
Antonio Freeman (6) 

fl) Brett Favre (10) 
Dorsey Levens (7) 

13:3) William Henderson (6) 


L@ Ryan Longwell (4) 
Louis Aguiar (4) 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 

it) 3 John Thierry (7) 
Gilbert Brown (8) 

8 Santana Dotson (9) 
Vonnie Holliday (3) 

3 Jude Waddy (3) 
Bernardo Harris (6) 
Brian Williams (6) 
LeRoy Butler (11) 
Tyrone Williams (5) 
Mike McKenzie (2) 

iby Antuan Edwards (2) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Ltd Desmond Howard (9) 
Desmond Howard (9) 
READ GUAGK 
MIKE SHERMAN 


SEEADIUI 
LAMBEAU FIELD (60,790 cap.) 
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NEG CENTRAL Green Bay Packers 


Quarterbacks 


Favre managed to crack the 4,000-yard barrier 
(4,091) again and threw for 22 touchdowns. But 
his 23 interceptions were second only to 
Arizona’s Jake Plummer (24). His touchdown 
total was under 30 for the first time in six years. 
In short, Favre was as inconsistent as anyone on 
the team. In particular, his late game miscues 
against Chicago and Minnesota cost his team two 
key victories that may have landed the team in 
the playoffs. 

“We kind of lost sight of where we were last 
year, me included,” said Favre. “We have to get 
back to where Green Bay Packers’ football was.” 

Favre won't admit it, but his poor season 
could partly be traced to an injured and inflamed 
right thumb that was still sore through spring 
practices, 

Doctors have told Wolf and Favre that the 
thumb is not broken, and there is no ligament 
damage. Favre said the injury is a result of dam- 
age from the wear and tear of playing quarter- 
back in the top football league in the world. 

“I don’t know if this thumb is ever going to be 
100 percent,” said Favre. “During the time we 
took the physicals, one of our team doctors 
talked about it with me. He said that my thumb 
might be this swollen for a long while. That this 
is the way it’s going to be. It just wasn’t hit one 
time or two. It was hit eight to 10 times. It’s a 
trauma to the body that is hard to overcome.” 

Favre's plan this year in the absence of a true 
superstar receiver is to continue to spread the 
ball around. He likes the fact that he can throw 
Freeman midrange or long range patterns. The 
same is true with Shroeder, who has proven he is 
way more than a possession receiver. Dorsey 
Levens may be the best overall receiver on the 
team at this point. Favre found him 71 times a 
year ago coming out of the backfield. 

Aaron Brooks, a second-year man out of 
Virginia, and Matt Hasselbeck, in his second 
year out of Boston College, will battle it out for 
the number two spot. 
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Running Backs 


Levens was probably the Packers’ best player 
last season. Not only did he catch 71 passes, but 
he rushed for 1,034 yards on 279 attempts and 
scored nine touchdowns, Basil Mitchell will 
receive a chance to carry the ball extensively if 
Levens fails to maintain his star status, 

Ahman Green, acquired from Seattle, also will 
get a shot as a backup; and Matt Snider, a full- 
back who played on the same high school basket- 
hall team as Kobe Bryant, may get some carries 
this year after spending last season exclusively 
on special teams.The overachieving 6-2, 250- 
pound bruiser was a favorite of the previous 
coaching staff. 

William Henderson is a consummate pro at 
fullback and will retain his starting position. He 
gained 389 yards a year ago. 

“The offense of years past will be phased out.” 
said analyst Baldinger. “The West Coast offense 
works when you have guys together for five or 
six years who understand it. Now, the offense is 
going to be based on reactions. There's still a lot 
of talent here, especially with Brett Favre.” 


On paper, the front four looks imposing. But, 
realistically, it’s not as good as it was. Gilbert 
Brown and Santana Dotson are good when the 
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Quarterback BRETT FAVRE 


play is run directly at them, but when it comes to 
moving laterally both are too slow as rushers. 
Vaughn Booker and Keith McKenizie were solid 
players up front who left to play for other teams 
and will be sorely missed. 

Second-year man Vonnie Holliday impressed 
in his first season; and free agent pickup John 
Thierry, a former No. 1 pick by the Chicago 
Bears, and David Bowens will compete for start- 
ing positions as well. Sherman is reportedly 
thinking about moving Holliday to an inside 
position to give those two a better chance of com- 
peting at ends, 

The Packers signed free agent tackle Russell 


Maryland in February, and he brings 10 years of 


NFL experience to the club. He could earn a 


\) 


& Riddell -s 


starting berth 

Last year's third-round selection of Jonathan 
Brown was a misfire, reminding Eagles fans of 
Rhodes premature selections of Mike Mamula, 


Jermane Mayberry and Jon Harris. Cletidus 


Hunt may be a fixture at left or right tackle 
before the season is over. 
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What used to be the staple of the past Super 
Bowl championship team is now in shambles. 
The loss of outside linebacker Brian Williams 


with a knee injury devastated the team last sea- 
son and there was nobody who could fill his 
position adequately. His status is still uncertain 
for this year. 

George Koonce’s shortcomings stood out, 
especially on short-yardage situations. But Green 
Bay is hoping a year of experience will help Jude 
Waddy develop into a productive player. He'll 
start at right outside linebacker after making 46 
tackles a year ago. 

Bernardo Harris, for now, is the team’s start- 
ing middle linebacker. He's attentive, a hard 
worker, and a total joy to be around. But he’s not 
good enough to be a playoff middle linebacker. 
Nobody’s perfect. 

The Packers drafted 6-4, 226-pound Na’il 
Diggs of Ohio State, and he has the speed to 
make the club, though probably not the size to 
play in the middle. 
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Defensive Backs 


New defensive coordinator Ed Donatell has 
already announced that Antuan Edwards will 
take over for Darren Sharper at free safety in a 
bold move. Edwards is the best cover guy in the 
secondary, but will need to recognize the team’s 
offensive sets better if he wants to hold onto his 
job. 

LeRoy Butler returns as the strong safety, and 
he has asked that he be allowed to blitz again. 
Under Holmgren, Butler made the safety blitz his 
specialty and trademark play. 

Mike McKenzie (6 interceptions) and Tyrone 
Williams (4 interceptions) will man the corners, 
but the Packers are hoping Williams improves 
over last season when he was burned repeatedly 
by opposing receivers. 

Scott McGarrahan and Rodney Artmore will 
play in nickel down situations. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Joseph Andruzzi 6 6-3 310 8/23/1975 
Jahine Arnold WR 6-1 185 6/19/1973 
Rodney Artmore DB 6-1 210 6/14/1974 
Tyrone Bell OB 6-2 210 10/20/1974 
Gary Berry 5-11 199 10/24/1974 
Josh Bidwell P 6-3 225 3/13/1976 
David Bowens DE 6-2 255 T/3/1977 
Corey Bradford WR 6-1 205 12/8/1975 
Aaron Brooks QB 6-4 205 3/24/1976 
Bobby Brown WR 6-2 197 3/26/1977 
Gilbert Brown NT 6-2 345 = .2/22/1971 
LeRoy Butler DB 6-1 203 7/19/1968 
Mark Chmura TE 6-5 255 2/22/1969 
Chad Clifton T 6-5 329 6/26/1976 
Kenny Coutain WR 6-2 211 3/12/1977 
Scott Curry T 6-5 300 12/25/1975 
Anthony Davis LB 6-1. 235 3/7/1969 
Rob Davis DT 6-3 285 12/10/1968 
Tyrone Davis TE 6-4 255 6/30/1972 
Na’il Diggs 1B 6-4 «(226 7/8/1978 
Earl Dotson T 6-4 310 12/17/1970 
Santana Dotson DT 6-5 290 12/19/1969 
Donald Driver WR 6-1 175 2/2/1975 
Antuan Edwards DB 6-1 205 5/26/1977 
Brett Favre QB 6-2 220 10/10/1969 
Mike Flanagan C 6-5 295 11/10/1973 
Bubba Franks TE 6-6 252 1/6/1978 
Antonio Freeman WR 6-1 198 5/27/1972 
Kabeer Ghaja-Biamila DE 6-4 244 9/24/1977 


special Teams 


Ryan Longwell loves kicking in the cold 
weather, and it shows. Last season, he booted 25 
of 30 field goal attempts and made all his extra 
points for a team high 113 points. 

The Packers’ punting game, however, is in 
need of a transfusion. Louis Aguiar handled the 
assignment last season, but averaged less than 40 
yards per punt in 75 attempts. The Packers have 
signed Travis Brawner, a placekicker/punter out 
of Southwest Missouri State, to compete for the 
punting job during training camp. 

A newcomer to the return squad is a former 
Packer, Desmond Howard. Howard was once 
the best kick and punt return specialist in the 
NFL, but he did not play well last year for 
Detroit. His best return went 31 yards following 
a kickoff. 


5.0 | 
Coaching/Front Office 


Sherman is in the hot seat. Green Bay fans are 
very demanding, and Wolf showed great impa- 
tience with Rhodes. If Sherman struggles, does 
he get the quick hook? As they used to say in the 
old Bugs Bunny cartoons, “Hmmm... it’s a possi- 
bility.” 

If he can instill that old Packer discipline into 
this team, he may succeed. Certainly he will 
bring back some of Holmgren’s time-tested game 
plans and hope that Favre can still carry them 
out. If he can do so, the Packers could be very 
interesting to watch. 

The verdict is out on the once highly respect- 
ed Wolf, whose organization has taken criticism 
for recent hirings, firings, draft picks, and for 
finishing out of the playoffs for the first time in 
nearly a decade. Wolf was busy during the off- 
season trying to improve the club, and he gets 
credit for not treading water. 

But even treading water is way better than 
drowning altogether. 
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PLAYER POS _HT_ WT BORN 


Herbert Goodman RB 5-11 204 8/31/1977 Mike McKenzie DB 190 4/26/1976 

Tyrone Goodson WR 6-2 195 2/24/1974 — Raleigh McKenzie & 290 2/8/1963 

Ahman Green RB 6-0 215 2/16/1977 Rondel Mealey RB 6-0 206 2/24/1977 Et —-] 
Lamont Hall TE 6-4 260 11/16/1974 Basil Mitchell RB 5-10 200 9/7/1975 Fi J 
Anthony Harris LB 6-1 «240 = 11/25/1973 1+ Ron Moore DE 6-2 316 9/10/1977 J") 
Bernardo Harris LB 6-2. «250 =—10/15/1971 Mike Morton 1B 6-4 «235 «3/28/1972 7) 
Lawrence Hart TE 6-4 260 9/19/1976  JimNelson LB SG-1) 238 = 4/16/1975 SS 
Matt Hasselbeck QB 6-4 220 9/25/1975 Mike Newell C 6-4 300 7/22/1976 Ey 
Craig Heimburger G 6-2 318 2/3/1977 Adam Newman TE 6-5 246 12/8/1977 aS 
William Henderson RB 6-1 250 2/19/1971 De’Mond Parker RB 5-10 188 12/24/1976 = 
Vonnie Holliday DE 6-5 300 12/11/1975 Bradley Pittman DB 5-11 168 5/9/1977 

Desmond Howard WR/KR 5-10 185 5/15/1970 David Purnell K 5-9 185 5/11/1977 fen ~] 
Deone Horinek P 6-2 234 7/26/1977 Marco Rivera & 6-4 305 4/26/1972 Mmn~ 
Cletidus Hunt DE 6-4 295 1/2/1976 Ben Sankey QB 6-2 215 12/5/1976 Mod 
Joey Jamison WR 5-9 170 10/12/1978 Bill Schroeder WR 6-3 205 1/9/1971 a= 
Steve Johnson DB 5-10 178 3/24/1976 Darren Sharper DB 6-2 210 11/3/1975 & 
Charles Jordan WR 5-11 185 10/9/1963  Kaseem Sinceno TE 6-4 259 3/26/1976 eA 
Doug Karczewski T 6-4 290 2/6/1975 Jermaine Smith DT 6-3 298 2/3/1972 

George Koonce LB 6-1 «245 »=« 10/15/1968 = Matt Snider RB 6-2 243~—1/26/1975 Ea 
Charles Lee WR 6-2 202 11/19/1977 Mark Tauscher T 6-3 314 = G/17/1977 = 
Dorsey Levens RB 6-1 228 5/21/1970 John Thierry DE 6-4 260 9/4/1971 Oo 
Ryan Longwell K 6-1 197 8/16/1974 Ross Verba & 6-4 308 10/31/1973 be 
Anthony Lucas WR 6-3 192 11/20/1976 Jude Waddy LB 6-2) 220) =: 9/12/1975 Ea 
Billy Lyon DT 6-5 300 12/10/1973 Mike Wahle T 6-6 306 3/29/1977 faa 
Russell Maryland DT 6-1 300 3/22/1969 Steve Warren DT 6-1 307 1/22/1978 
Kivuusama Mays LB 6-3 248 1/7/1975 —_— Brian Williams LB G-1 «=. 245 )—-12/17/1972 = 
Tod McBride DB 6-1 208 1/26/1976 ‘Travis Williams WR 6-3 203 5/22/1978 — 
Eugene McCaslin LB 6-1 «-221.=—S 7/12/1977 «Tyrone Williams DB 5-11 195 5/31/1973 = 
Scott McGarrahan DB 6-1 #198 2/12/1974 ‘Frank Winters __ C 6-3 305 1/23/1964 aie 


2uU00 Schedule 
WK DATE OPPONENT 


1 Sept.3 ~—- New York Jets 

2 Sept.10 at Buffalo Bills 

3 Sept. 17 Philadelphia Eagles 

4 Sept. 24 at Arizona Cardinals 

5 = Oct. 1 Chicago Bears 

6 Oct.8 at Detroit Lions 

7 = Oct.15 San Francisco 49ers 

8 Oct.22 Bye Week 

9  Oct.29 at Miami Dolphins 

10 Nov.6 — Minnesota Vikings 9:00 p.m. 

11 Nov.12 atTampaBayBuccaneers 4:15 p.m. 

12. Nov.18 — Indianapolis Colts 1:00 p.m. 

13. Nov.27 at Carolina Panthers 9:00 p.m. 

14 Dec.3 at Chicago Bears 8:20 p.m. 
Dec.10 Detroit Lions 


Dec. 17 
Dec. 24 


at Minnesota Vikings 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


Be 


Wide Receiver ANTONIO FREEMAN 


PLAYER POS WT BORN 
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i999 Record 
6-10, 5th in NFC Central 


1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


345.2 86.7 | 2585 17.0 | 356.5 117.6 238.9 21.3 
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Quarterback CADE McNOWN 


Pro\ecien ZUU0 Lineup 
OFFENSE DEFENSE 
413 Bobby Engram (5) 11) Jim Flanigan (7) 
Blake Brockermeyer (6) Phillip Daniels (5) 
'i:} Todd Perry (8) 8 Bryan Robinson (4) 
Olin Kreutz (3) Clyde Simmons (15) 
“tt Chris Villarrial (5) 8 Brian Urlacher (R) 
James Williams (10) ‘3 Sean Harris (6) 
113) Alonzo Mayes (3) A: Barry Minter (8) 
|} Marcus Robinson (3) Thomas Smith (8) 
Cade McNown (2) Ui:# Walt Harris (5) 
Curtis Enis (3) Shawn Wooden (5) 
13:3 Ty Hallock (7) iby Tony Parrish (3) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
'9 Glyn Milburn (8) 
ie Todd Saverbrun (5) Glyn Milburn (8) 
HEAD COAC 


DICK JAURON 


SIADIUIN 
SOLDIER FIELD (66,944 cap.) 
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NEG CENTRAL Chicago Bears 


Chicago BEARS 


The big picture is in focus 


The Bears had just lost 20-6 in the sea- 
son finale last season against Tampa Bay 
at Soldier Field and yet some of the play- 
ers were actually smiling just a little. Say 
what? 

There were genuine reasons for that 
optimism. The Bears had just played one 
of the best teams in football extremely 
tough, and the players sensed the next 
time they saw each other, they just might 
win. 

Bears personnel, players, and fans alike 
feel that way now to an even larger 
degree. Chicago had one of the most 
resourceful offseasons in the NFL, signing 
three big-name free agents: defensive end 
Phillip Daniels from Seattle; cornerback 
Thomas Smith from Buffalo; and free 
safety Shaun Wooden from Miami.The 
Bears also picked up WR Eddie Kennison 
from New Orleans for a fifth-round pick, 
in what looks to be a steal. 

The fact the Bears lost more close 
games than any team in football last year, 
combined with the return of promising 
second-year man Cade McNown at quar- 
terback, means Chicago just might be a 
contender rather than a pretender this 
season. 

“T really like this team right now,” said 
Baldinger. “They were a very competitive 
6-10 last season and lost a lot of close 
games. It’s interesting to see how teams 
try and position themselves to get better. 
Chicago looked to the offense with Cade 
McNown and Marcus Robinson last sea- 
son as big additions. This year, they con- 
centrated on building up the defense and 
have added a lot of quality, young, mobile 
guys. I think this team is going to surprise 
some people.” 

Offensive tackle Mike Wells agrees: 
“When we walked off the field against 
Tampa Bay, it was hard to lose, of course. 
But the big picture is that we had become 
a pretty good team. Sometimes, you can’t 
look at the record. We weren’t that bad to 
be 6-10. The future looks real bright for 
us with Cade and Marcus and now these 
defensive additions. We’re going to be 
exciting this year. I think there’s a lot to 
be encouraged by, and I’m looking at guys 
in the eye in the locker room, and we've 
already been talking about next year 
because we know we're going to be good.” 

Second-year coach Dick Jauron used 
three quarterbacks almost equally last sea- 
son. Together, Shane Matthews, 
McNown and Jim Miller completed 
almost 58% of their passes and threw for 
25 touchdowns and over 4,300 yards in a 
surprisingly potent offense. 

Critics lauded Jauron for his use of 


McNown, who was able to play through 
ineffectiveness and high expectations. At 
times, reports of that lost arm strength 
seemed accurate, but by his third start 
McNown was whipping the ball down- 
field just as well as the other two quarter- 
backs. 

“He’s a leader,” Jauron said of 
McNown. “He’s someone who can really 
take the Bears to another level. We were 
fortunate to be able to get him in a trade 
last season. He helped us concentrate on 
our defensive problems this season [per- 
sonnel-wise].” 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


Where did you come from, Marcus 
Robinson? What a surprise this guy was, 
catching 84 passes for 1,400 yards and 
nine touchdowns. The third-year player 
from South Carolina, via the World 
League, was one of the hardest, if not 
hardest, men to cover deep last season. 
Some defenders said he was slipprier than 
Jerry Rice, and went to the ball better 
than Randy Moss. 

Curtis Conway was lost to free agency, 
but Bobby Engram was expected to re- 
sign with the team after a career year in 
which he caught 88 passes for 947 yards 
and four touchdowns. 

Ryan Wetnight is a solid tight end who 
is better at short yardage than he is at get- 
ting downfield. Alonzo Mayes will play 
most of the time because of superior 
blocking skills, especially against the pass. 

The Bears’ biggest addition was the 
pickup of Kennison, a former LSU and 
Saints’ star who had fallen out of favor 
with New Orleans’ management. 
Kennison has burner’s speed and will 
compete with Engram as Robinson’s 
opposite partner. In any event, that’s 
three excellent receivers to have in any set 
Jauron chooses to run. 

“This receivers tandem is excellent,” 
said Baldinger. “It’s nice to see a team 
have a plan. And Chicago's offense has a 
plan. I think that Jauron’s system with all 
these weapons is like what Steve Spurrier 
has in Florida. He'll send guys all over the 
place with all kinds of different routes. It’s 
a good idea, with all these weapons.” 


7.5 


As spring approached, Chicago sported 
a line that included Blake Brockermeyer 
at left tackle, Todd Perry at left guard, 
Olin Kreutz at center, Chris Villarrial at 


right guard, and James Williams at right 
tackle. Backups are Jimmy Herndon, Greg 
Huntington, Casey Wiegmann, Rex 
Tucker and Chad Overhauder. 

“We think we're solid in this area,” said 
Mark Hatley, the team’s vice president for 
player personnel. “Brockermeyer was a 
solid pickup for us last season. We'll just 
see if these guys can continue to gel.” 
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Quarterbacks 


McNown is the anticipated answer at 
quarterback as the Bears proved when 
they traded up to get him last season. In 
his rookie year, McNown was expectedly 
inconsistent. He threw 235 times and 
completed 127 passes for 1,465 yards, 
eight touchdowns and 10 interceptions. 
One week he was winning games for his 


team; the next he was throwing unforced 
interceptions. 

“T had a fun rookie year,” he said. 
“Imagine being a college guy, just trying to 
have enough money to scrape by and get a 
pizza, to becoming a first-round pick with 
people talking about you and having all 
these expectations. It’s what I dreamed of, 
but it’s also hard. I need time to learn the 
game and the league. But I definitely have 
the confidence to do it, and I definitely 
feel that we have the teammates to do it, 
too.” 

Jauron has the luxury of having two 
capable backups in Matthews, who com- 
pleted over 60% of his passes last season 
and hit for 10 touchdowns; and Miller, 
who also was effective, completing 63 % 
of his throws for 1,242 yards. 

“Circumstances such as injuries helped 


Jauron go with three quarterbacks almost 


all equally last year,” said Baldinger. “I 
think the two veterans played well and 
McNown showed enough that he is going 
to be a standout. I like what this offense 
can bring.” 
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Running Backs 


Curtis Enis was on his way to a 1,000- 
yard season when he hurt his knee late in 
the year. He finished with 941. Enis, who 
was obtained in the draft, has the ability 
to be a star in the league. The team was 
looking for that from Rashaan Salaam a 
few years ago and hopes a second first- 
round pick wasn’t wasted.The reason for 
the pessimism stems from Enis’ poor run 
average (3.2) and longest run from scrim- 
mage (19). Help could be on the way now 
that former Packers’ star Edgar Bennett 
has rounded himself in shape and will be 
used as a backup. 


5.0 


Gary Crowton is the team’s defensive 
coordinator, and he’s just become the man 
with the most pressure on him now that 
three standout defensive players have 
been added to this team. Up front, 
Chicago landed a star in Phillip Daniels, 
who had nine sacks and 108 tackles for 
Seattle a year ago. Daniels is also strong 
against the run.The Bears are worried 
that there is too much reliance on an older 
Clyde Simmons at right defensive end. 
Simmons has a wonderful work ethic, 
stays in shape, and is effective. But he is 
also 36 years old. Bryan Robinson, Jim 
Flanigan, and Mike Wells are not big 
names up front but are all at least average 
players in the NFL. 


5.0 | 


PREVIEW Sovree PRO FOOTBALL 2000 133 


@ 
=, 
° 
65 
e 
) 
oo 
© 
9 
ed 
7) 


TWHINID SAN 


icago 


TAAL Ch 


1 
\ 


GE 


L 
' 


NE 


1 = Sept. 3 
2 ~— Sept. 10 
3. Sept. 17 
4 Sept. 24 
5 = Oct.1 
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10 Nov. 5 
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13° Nov. 26 
14 Dec.3 
15 Dec. 10 


Dec. 17 
Dec. 24 


OPPONENT 


Z000 schedule 
WK DATE 


at Minnesota Vikings 


at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


New York Giants 
Detroit Lions 


at Green Bay Packers 


New Orleans Saints 
Minnesota Vikings 


at Philadelphia Eagles 


Bye Week 
Indianapolis Colts 
at Buffalo Bills 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


at New York Jets 
Green Bay Packers 


New England Patriots 
at San Francisco 49ers 


at Detroit Lions 
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Running Back CURTIS ENIS 


PLAYER HT 
James Allen 

John Allred 

Ken Anderson OT 6-3 
Raymond Austin OB 5-11 
Reggie Austin OB 5-9 
Jerry Azumah DB 5-10 
Shawn Banks LBS -1 
Marlon Barnes RB 5-9 
Brent Bartholomew P 6-2 
D'Wayne Bates WR 6-2 
Marty Booker WR 5-11 
Dorian Brew DB 5-10 
Corey Bridges WR 5-7 
Blake Brockermeyer T 6-4 
Macey Brooks WR 6-5 
Mike Brown DB 5-10 
Keith Burns LB OG -2 
Jim Cantelupe DB 6-1 
Roosevelt Colvin LB OG -3 
James Cotton DE 6-3 
Terry Cousin DB 5-9 
Phillip Daniels DE 6-5 
Russell Davis DE 6-4 
Cedric Donaldson DB 5-9 
Scott Dragos RB 6-2 
Paul Edinger K 5-10 
Bobby Engram WR 5-10 
Curtis Enis RB 6-1 
Craig Erickson QB 6-2 
Jim Flanigan DT 6-2 


WT 
215 
249 
310 
204 
172 
195 
235 
211 
220 
215 
215 
182 
175 
312 
215 
202 
245 
195 
260 
251 
182 
284 
295 
180 
255 
169 
192 
240 
215 
288 


BORN 
3/28/1975 
9/9/1974 

10/4/1975 
12/21/1974 
1/21/1977 
9/1/1977 
10/14/1972 
3/13/1976 
10/22/1976 
12/4/1875 
7/31/1976 
T/9/1974 
6/30/1974 
4/11/1973 
2/2/1975 
2/13/1978 
5/16/1972 
3/12/1974 
9/5/1977 
11/7/1976 
4/11/1975 
3/4/1973 
3/28/1975 
2/12/1976 
10/28/1975 
1/17/1978 
1/7/1973 
6/15/1976 
5/17/1969 
8/27/1971 


Crowton has three players who can 
cover receivers and the run very well. 
Sean Harris played well at middle line- 
backer a year ago and has the ability to 
call a solid game from his post. Barry 
Minter picked off two passes at one out- 
side linebacker spot and led the team with 
119 tackles, while Ricardo McDonald is 
growing at the other linebacker spot. 

“We had trouble moving the ball 
against Chicago last season,” said Eagles’ 
running back Duce Staley. “When we 
surged forward, the linebackers shut 
things down in a hurry.” 
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Defensive Backs 


Free agent pickups Smith and Wooden 
both bring quickness and coverage ability 
to their respective corner and free safety 
positions. Wooden has excellent timing 
and is known for knocking balls out of 
receivers’ hands at the last minute. Tony 
Parrish and Walt Harris are strong at safe- 
ty and cornerback as well. Terry Cosuin, 
Raymond Austin, and Rashard Cook all 
saw action last year in passing downs. 
Chicago got smoked by opposing quarter- 
backs last year but should have enough 
weapons this season to improve a lot 
against the pass. 

“I think the secondary has been 
improved greatly,” said Baldinger. “I like 
the guys they have back here. Parrish and 
Harris can get the job done and the two 
additions are young, strong, coverage type 


ZU00U team Koster 

PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Michael Green 0B 6-0 176 

Ty Hallock RB 6-2 254 4/30/1971 
Sean Harris LB 6-3) «252 = -2/25/1972 
Walt Harris DB 5-11 195 8/10/1974 
Mark Hartsell aB 12/1/1973 
Jimmy Herndon T 6-8 318 8/30/1973 
Keno Hills T 6-6 305 6/13/1973 
Warrick Holdman LB. SG-1) =. 238 ~=—«11/22/1975 
Jaret Holmes K 6-1 203 3/3/1976 
Chris Hudson DB 5-10 199 10/6/1971 
Greg Huntington C 6-3 300 9/22/1970 
Marlion Jackson RB 6-1 = 242 

Jeff Jaeger K 5-11 190 11/26/1964 
Jermaine Jones DB 5-8 183 7/25/1976 
Eddie Kennison WR 6-1 195 1/20/1973 
Olin Kreutz C 6-2 295 6/9/1977 
Aron Langley P 6-1 185 5/31/1976 
Chad Levitt RB 6-1 242 =11/21/1975 
Dustin Lyman LB 6-4) = 254 8/5/1976 
Chad Mackey WR 6-2 200 3/21/1974 
Patrick Mannelly T 6-5 285 4/18/1975 
Shane Matthews QB 6-3 196 6/1/1970 
Alonzo Mayes TE 6-4 268 6/4/1975 
Ricardo McDonald 1B 6-2 252 11/8/1963 
Ray McElroy DB 5-11 207 7/31/1972 
Cade McNown QB 6-1 213 = 1/12/1977 
Glyn Milburn RB/KR 5-8 174 2/19/1971 
Jim Miller QB 6-2 218 2/9/1971 
Chris Mims DE 6-5 300 9/29/1970 
Barry Minter LB 6-2) 245 ~——s'1/28/1970 


players who make things happen.” 
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Special Teams 


Amazingly, Hatley wanted to draft 
kicker Martin Gramatica with the third- 
round pick last season. Instead, he went 
to Tampa Bay, and Chicago lost three 
games because it didn’t have a competent 
place kicker. 

“The kicking game needs to be 
addressed,” said Hatley. Jeff Jaeger was a 
disaster there last season, and punter Todd 
Sauerbrun has been doing double-duty in 
spring practice. Sauerbrun remains one of 
the steadiest punters in the game. 

Glyn Milburn had a wonderful year run- 
ning back kicks and punts, and was even 
more effective at it than he was in Denver. 


4.0 | 
Coaching/Front Office 


For years we heard how Dave Wann- 
stedt was going to lead this team into the 
playoffs. Jimmy Johnson’s protege never 
made it happen in Chicago. Now, it 
appears that Jauron can make it happen. 

Jauron and Hatley’s ability to sign or 
trade for four key players in the offseason, 
while only losing Conway, improved the 
Bears tremendously, 

When the Bears are winning, Chicago can 
morph into America’s best football town. 

And the Bears appear now to be a team 
capable of being in the playoff hunt. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Frank Murphy RB 5-11 206 2/11/1977 
Damon Nivens T 6-5 301 

Chad Overhauser T 6-4 316 = 6/17/1975 
Dan Palmer T 6-4 290 8/24/1973 
Tony Parrish DB 5-10 206 11/23/1975 
Todd Perry G& 6-5 308 11/28/1970 
Bryan Robinson DE 6-4 295 6/22/1974 
Marcus Robinson WR 6-3 215 2/27/1975 
Khari Samuel LB 6-3) 242~=—s« 10/14/1976 
Sulecio Sanford WR 5-10 190 3/23/1976 
Gannon Shepherd T 6-8 304 

Clyde Simmons DE 6-5 292 8/4/1964 
Frankie Smith DB 5-9 182 10/8/1968 
Thomas Smith OB 5-11 190 12/5/1970 
Bryan Still WR 5-11 174 6/3/1974 
Cordell Taylor DB 6-1 190 12/22/1973 
Rex Tucker T 6-5 300 12/20/1976 
Van Tuinel DE 6-4 275 2/16/1971 
Brian Urlacher LB 6-3. «249 «= 5/25/1978 
Chris Villarrial 6 64 310 6/9/1973 
Chris Ward DE 6-4 275 2/4/1974 
Mike Wells OT 6-3 315 1/6/1971 
Ryan Wetnight TE 6-2 236 11/9/1970 
Dez White WR 6-1 219 8/23/1979 
Casey Wiegmann C 6-3 295 7/20/1975 
Brad Williams G 6-4 286 

James 0.Williams T 6-7 340 3/29/1968 
John Williams OB 5-7 180 7/26/1974 
Jerry Wisne T 6-6 308 7/28/1976 
Shawn Wooden OB 5-11 205 10/23/1973 


m , 2000 


1999 NFC WEST STANDINGS 
WL T PCT. PF PA HOME ROAD 
Stlouis* 13 3 0 813 526 242 80 53 
Carolina 8 8 0 500 421 381 53 35 


Atlanta 5 ll 0 313 285 380 4-4 
Sanfrancisco 4 12 250 295 452 3-5 
New Orleans 313 188 260 434 3-5 


PREVIEW Spare PRO FOOTBALL 2000 @ 135 


ot. Louis RAMS 


Don’t tell them that dynasties are dead 


28} 


[Soo Recor 


13-3, Ist in NFC West 
1999 Team Statistics 


OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


400.8 


NEG WEST St. Louis Rams 


128.7 272.1 | 32.9 74.3 | 219.3 | 15.1 


Quarterback KURT WARNER 


POC Cen ZoUU Timely 
OFFENSE DEFENSE 

41 Isaac Bruce (7) it) Grant Wistrom (2) 
Orlando Pace (4) D'Marco Farr (7) 

TS) Tom Nutten (3) i) Ray Agnew (11) 
Andy McCollum (4) Kevin Carter (6) 

it} Adam Timmerman (6) [R13 Todd Collins (8) 
Ryan Tucker (7) London Fletcher (2) 

115) Roland Williams (3) 1:3 Mike Jones (10) 
Torry Holt (2) Todd Lyght (10) 

v3} Kurt Warner (3) (4:8 Dexter McCleon (5) 
Marshall Faulk (7) Devin Bush (6) 

i:} Robert Holcombe (3) [B) ss) Keith Lyle (6) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


LS) Jeff Wilkins (7) itd) Tony Horne (3) 
Rick Tuten (15) 


Az-Zahir Hakim (3) 
BEAD COACH) 


MIKE MARTZ 


“or, 
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There’s an old adage in football that you can't 
defend against speed. There’s another that you 
can’t hit what you can’t catch. Now you get an 
idea of how the St. Louis Rams won the Super 
Bow! last season. 

But were the Rams of ‘99 flashes of lightning or 
merely a flash in the pan? Was it a fluke going 
from 4-12 to 13-3 and eventual Super Bowl cham- 
pion? Or are the Rams legitimate contenders for 
the long haul? 

If you listen to Rams Vice President and 
General Manager Charley Armey, the best may be 
yet to come. 

“We had a really good football team [in 1998],” 
said Armey. “We lost a lot of real close games [six 
by a touchdown or less], but it was a young foot- 
ball team that had to gain some maturity. The year 
before, I think we were either the first- or second- 
youngest team in football, and this year we're the 
same. But I could see the development and the 
maturity of this team start to come, and then the 
key is identifying your needs and filling them.” 

To that end, the Rams signed quarterback 
Trent Green and guard Adam Timmerman as free 
agents. Then, on April 15, the Rams traded sec- 
ond- and fifth-round draft picks in the ‘99 Draft to 
Indianapolis for Marshall Faulk, who became 
expendable when the Rams settled on Edgerrin 


James. On draft day, the Rams used the sixth over- 


all pick to take N.C. State wide receiver Torry 
Holt; and with their second-round pick, 41st over- 
all, stayed on Tobacco Road, snatching UNC 
defensive back Dre’ Bly. 

Then fate intervened. Green suffered a season- 
ending knee injury in the third exhibition game 
against San Diego, promoting Kurt Warner—who 
had thrown 11 career NFL passes—to starting 
quarterback. 

You know the rest. Warner was named MVP of 
the NFL as well as of the Super Bowl. If he hadn’t 
been named NFL MVP, then Faulk probably 
would have been. He was just as prolific—leading 
the NFL in total yards, with 2,429. Ironically, 


James was second. 


Another major acquisition was Mike Martz, 
who returned to the Rams after two years in 
Washington to take over for Jerry Rhome as offen- 
sive coordinator, He implemented a more wide- 
open offense. The Rams’ dizzying speed and mul- 
titude of weapons left teams breathless trying to 
keep up. The Rams had six players (Faulk, Isaac 
Bruce, Holt, Az-Zahir Hakim, Ricky Proehl and 
Roland Williams) with at least 25 catches; and 
four (Bruce, Holt, Hakim, Williams) with at least 
six TD catches. Faulk had five TD catches and 
rushed for seven more. 

The explosive attack set many club records and 
resulted in a league-leading 526 points (32.9 per 
game), the third most in NFL history. The Rams’ 
6,412 yards (400.8 per game) and 272.1 passing 
yards per game also led the league; while their 66.1 
percent touchdown success rate inside the red 
zone (33 of 56) ranked second in the NFL. This 
from an offense that in '98 ranked 27th in total 
offense, 29th in rushing, 22nd in passing and 24th 
in scoring. 

The St. Louis defense was as stingy as the 
offense was productive. It started by putting the 
brakes on opposing running games. The Rams 
gave up a league-low 74.3 yards per game. Though 
opponents averaged 219.3 yards through the air 
(20th in the league), it was usually because they 
were in catch-up mode. The yards didn’t result in 
many points, as the Rams surrendered only 242, 
15.1 per game—fourth best in the NFL—and 
returned seven interceptions for touchdowns. 


They also led the NFC and tied for the NFL lead in 
sacks with 57. 

“We built around speed,” said Armey. “But 
again, making the right decisions in free agency, 
like (Ray) Agnew two years ago and Todd Collins, 
those are a real key. I think we’re pretty solid in 
our defense right now. They were kind of a sleep- 
ing giant. Nobody realized how good our defense 
was until they had to perform during the playoffs 
and everybody got a chance to see them.” 

Unless, of course, you blinked. 

If the Rams are going to repeat as Super Bowl 
champions they will have to do it without Dick 
Vermeil, who retired as head coach shortly after 
the Super Bowl. Martz has been promoted to head 
coach, but he will have his hands full trying to 
bring St. Louis another title. 

Already it appears that forces may be conspir- 
ing against the Rams. Three key starters— center 
Mike Gruttadauria, right tackle Fred Miller and 
safety Billy Jenkins—left as free agents, and the 
schedule will be much tougher this year. Still, 
there is no shortage of confidence in the Rams’ 
camp. 

“I look for us to be a better football team this 
year with a tougher schedule,” said Armey. “I 
think the schedule is going to be a huge problem. 
But every week is a grueling week in the National 
Football League, and that’s the way it should be. 
When you're the world champions, you get in the 
ring.” 


le Receivers/Tight Ends 


When the Rams traded underachieving Eddie 
Kennison to New Orleans, many believed injury- 
prone Isaac Bruce was next.Bruce silenced the 
critics, playing all 16 games for the first time in 
three years and, not coincidentally, going over the 
1,000-yard receiving mark for the first time in that 
span. Bruce caught 77 passes for a team-high 1,165 
yards and 12 touchdowns, The six-year veteran, 
who pulled in a Super Bowl-winning 73-yard 
bomb from Kurt Warner, is the leader of a receiv- 
ing corps that averages 26.5 years of age and 14.9 
yards per catch. 

Rookie Torry Holt, the sixth overall pick, was 
electrifying, making 52 catches for 788 yards and 
six touchdowns. “We were excited that he was 
there,” said Armey. “We were jumping through 
hoops when we were able to draft him. He's really 
a quality player.” 

When it came to quantity per catch, the Rams’ 
most explosive receiver was Az-Zahir Hakim. 
Hakim—at 23, the youngest of the four key 
receivers—averaged 18.8 yards per reception. He 
caught 36 passes for 677 yards, eight of them for 
touchdowns, 

At 32, Ricky Proehl (33, 349, 10.6 yards per 
catch) throws off the receiving corps’ age and the 
receiving average curves. But the 10-year veteran 
is a superb possession receiver who made the 
biggest catch of the season, a 30-yard touchdown 
pass with less than five minutes remaining in the 
Rams’ 11-6 NFC Championship Game victory. 

The Rams are very deep at tight end, as five- 
year veteran Ernie Conwell, a solid blocker and 
improving receiver, is back from a knee injury 
that limited him to three games. He signed a three- 
year contract during the offseason to stay in St. 
Louis. Roland Williams filled in nicely for 
Conwell, catching 25 passes for 226 yards and 
proving to be a valuable target in the red zone, 
catching six touchdown passes. 
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ensive Li 


Last season, the unit improved in two areas that 
were costly in 98. They cut down sacks allowed 
from 47 to 33, and upped the rushing yardage 
from 86.6 yards per game to 128.7. This was with 
an offensive line whose most experienced member 
was a five-year veteran who hadn't been there the 
year before. But that new face was the most impor- 
tant addition for 99, free-agent guard Adam 
Timmerman, signed away from Green Bay. Armey 
credits Timmerman for “tying the offensive line 
together.” 

Although starting only his fourth season, left 
tackle Orlando Pace boasts the longest tenure on 
the Rams’ offensive line. The 6-7, 320-pounder, 
the No. 1 overall pick of the '97 draft, has proved 
well worth the five draft picks the Rams traded to 
the New York Jets for him, 

While the departure of two-fifths of a starting 
unit that was so successful could be reason to 
panic, the Rams are playing it cool when it comes 
to the loss of starting center Mike Gruttadauria 
and starting right tackle Fred Miller. 

“We anticipated the guys we lost,” said Armey, 
“We knew there were problems. But we're pretty 
strong with depth and the young players on our 
team.” 

They also made sure that no one else would be 
leaving. The Rams re-signed the players, filling 
Gruttadauria’s and Miller's spots, center Ryan 
Tucker and right tackle Andy McCollum. Both 
received three-year deals, with the Rams matching 
an offer sheet from Miami to keep Tucker. 

“It is time for Tucker to step up and be what we 
think he is. I have no doubt that he will,” Armey 
said. “Andrew McCollum is a proven starter in 
this league and a quality center. He’s always been 
a center. He's come in and played a lot of guard for 
us, and when he was in New Orleans. So | feel 
pretty good about where we are in those posi- 
tions,” 

Tom Nutten, also re-signed for three years, will 
start at left guard. A teammate of Warner's in NFL 
Europe, he also is a capable longsnapper 
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Kurt Warner's story is well-documented by 
now, Destined to back up Trent Green, who the 
Rams had signed to a four-year, $16.5-million con- 
tract, Warner took over when Green got hurt and 
led the Rams to the championship in one of the 
great Cinderella stories in sports, 

Calling Warner accurate is an understatement. 
The Rams’ wide-open attack called on Warner to 
pass 499 times in ‘99. Warner hit the target on 325 
of them, a remarkable 65,1 completion rate. His 
109.2 rating was the fifth highest in NFL history. 
Warner threw for 4,353 yards and 41 TD passes, 
joining Dan Marino as the only other quarterback 
to throw 40 touchdown passes in a season. He also 
practically expunged Jim Everett's name from the 
record books, breaking Everett's team season stan- 
dards for OB rating, attempts, completions, yards 
and touchdowns. He also bested Dieter Brock’s 
season completion percentage and even wiped Joe 
Montana’'s name from the Super Bowl record 
book, throwing for a record 414 yards. 

Green, who had looked great in training camp 
before the season-ending knee injury, still has 
three seasons left on his contract and he knows 
the offense. His coach in Washington was Martz. 
If Green stays in St. Louis as a backup, the Rams 
would have the solid QB tandem they envisioned 
last year, only reversed, 

The release of veteran Paul Justin leaves sec- 
ond-year quarterback Joe Germaine (9-16, 1 TD, 2 
INT) as the No. 3 signal-caller, 
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Running Back MARSHALL FAULK 


Running Backs 


“We were lucky in getting Marshall Faulk,” said 
Armey. Especially when the cost was an expend- 
able second-round and fifth-round draft choice. 

Durable and versatile, the explosive Faulk was 
a perfect fit in Martz’s frenetic scheme. The results 
speak for themselves. The Rams went from 29th 
in the NFL in rushing to fifth, averaging more 
than 40 yards a game more than last season. Faulk 
also was a valuable weapon in the arsenal of the 
Rams’ top-ranked passing game, which rose from 
22nd in the NFL to No. 1. 

Faulk set an NFL single-season record for yards 
from scrimmage (2,429), breaking Barry Sanders’ 
record of 2,358. 

In going over the 1,000-yard mark for the fifth 
time in six seasons, Faulk set a career-high in 
rushing yards, with 1,381, and yards per carry, 
with 5.5. Yet, as a tribute to the offensive line, he 
needed only 253 attempts, the second fewest in his 
career and the fewest in a season in which he 
played all 16 games, He also led the Rams in recep- 
tions, catching a career-high 87 passes, and broke 
the 1,000-yard receiving plateau for the first time. 
He and fellow sixth-year veteran Isaac Bruce tied 
for the team lead in scoring with 74 points, 

Faulk looks to be getting better every year, and 
99 marked the second straight season he account- 
ed for 2,000 yards in total offense, having finished 
the 98 season with 2,247. 

Powerful Robert Holcombe (78 carries, 294 
yards, 4 TDs) provides the perfect complement to 
Faulk. The third-year fullback is a solid blocker, 
who is valuable in short-yardage situations. He 
also is deceptively quick and has good hands, as 
evidenced by his 14 receptions for 163 yards. 
Depth is provided by Derek Loville, acquired from 
Denver for a draft choice. 
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Combine the attack-first mentality of defensive 
coordinator Peter Giunta with the benefit of play- 
ing with the lead, and suddenly the Rams’ No. 1 
rushing defense isn’t such a mystery, Opponents 
passed 596 times against St. Louis, while running 
only 338 times. When you're playing from behind, 
you simply can’t afford to establish the running 


game. 

The defensive linemen came hard and left a 
trail of quarterbacks strewn throughout the NFL. 
The club's 57 sacks was tops in the NFC, matched 
only by Jacksonville. The defensive line recorded 
34.5 of those sacks, yet they were always con- 
scious of the nin. 

The leader of this sack pack was left end Kevin 
Carter. The 26-year-old Carter, who was among 
sack leaders in 1998 with 12, turned up the inten- 
sity after being left out of the Pro Bowl. He took it 
out on opposing quarterbacks, recording an NFL- 
leading 17 sacks. 

Things didn't get any easier at the other end of 
the line, where second-year starter Grant Wistrom 
waited, Running to the right at Wistrom seemed 
more appealing than running toward Carter... 
until opponents tried it. Wistrom, a former 
Lombardi Award winner at Nebraska, tied for the 
lead among Rams’ defensive linemen with 39 tack- 
les (32 solo). He also contributed 6.5 sacks, recov- 
ered a fumble and picked off two passes, returning 
both for touchdowns, including one for 91 yards. 

Left tackle D’Marco Farr duplicated Wistrom’s 
tackling (39, 32), tied with him for best among St. 
Louis defensive linemen. The five-year veteran did 
Wistrom two better in the sacks department, 
chalking up 8.5. 

Anchoring the defensive line is 32-year-old Ray 
Agnew, Beginning his 11th season in the NFL, his 
third with St. Louis, Agnew’s experience and will- 
ingness to stay back and guard against the run—he 
had only 2.5 sacks—freed up Carter. 

The Rams added to their depth by signing four- 
year veteran Sean Moran as a free agent. Moran 
appeared in 16 games for Buffalo, primarily on 
special teams, and registered 16 tackles. As a 
reserve on defense, he accounted for 15 tackles 
and a half sack, 


6.5 | 


The leader of the corps was eight-year veteran 
Mike Jones. “Mike Jones was key; he gives great 
leadership,” said Armey. 

Jones, who made the dramatic ankle tackle of 
Tennessee receiver Kevin Dyson on the game’s 
final play to preserve the Super Bow] victory, 
recorded 65 tackles (51 solo) and was always 
around the ball, recovering two fumbles. Jones was 
just as effective in pass coverage, picking off four 
passes, two of which he returned for scores. 

The surprise of the group is middle linebacker 
London Fletcher, Listed at 6-0, but closer to 5-8, 
Fletcher was not drafted but made the team in 
1998 as a free agent. He made such an impression 
that he was named special teams captain, and at 
the end of the season was voted the team’s rookie 
of the year by Rams players and coaches. Last sea- 
son, he started all 16 games and finished second on 
the team in tackles, with 90 (66 solo). 

The final piece to the defensive puzzle was the 
signing of free agent Todd Collins from New 
England. “Bringing in Todd Collins helped stabi- 
lize the linebacking corps,” said Armey. “He had a 
tremendous year for us and played about as well as 
any linebacker in the league.” 

The seven-year veteran contributed 49 tackles 
(11 solo) and gave the Rams playoff experience. 
He previously played in five postseason contests 
with the Patriots, including New England's nin to 
Super Bowl XXXI1. 

“Leonard Little was ready to step in at any 
time,” said Armey. “We think he'll be one of the 
starters in the near future.” 

Versatile four-year veteran Lorenzo Styles can 
fill in at either inside or outside linebacker. 
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2 ~~ Sept. 10 
3 Sept. 17 
4 Sept. 24 
5 = Oct. 1 

6 Oct. 8 

7 Oct.15 
8 Oct. 22 
§ Oct. 29 
10 Nov.5 
11 Nov. 12 
12 Nov. 20 
13° Nov. 26 
14 ‘Dec. 3 
15 Dec. 10 


PLAYER 

Ray Agnew 
Taje Allen 
Lionel Barnes 
Darrius Blevins 
Dre’ Bly 

Matt Bowen 
Darwin Brown 
Isaac Bruce 
Siaha Burley 
Devin Bush 
Trung Canidate 
Ron Carpenter 
Kevin Carter 
Matt Chatham 
Rich Coady 
Todd F. Collins 
Ernie Conwell 
Clifton Crosby 
D'Marco Farr 
Marshall Faulk 
John Flannery 


NFG WEST St. Louis Rams 


Joe Germaine 


London Fletcher 


OPPONENT 
Denver Broncos 


at Seattle Seahawks 


ZUUD SCIeHIIe 


San Francisco 49ers 


at Atlanta Falcons 
San Diego Chargers 


Bye Week 


Atlanta Falcons 
at Kansas City Chiefs 
at San Francisco 49ers 


Carolina Panthers 
at New York Giants 


Washington Redskins 


New Orleans Saints 


at Carolina Panthers 


Minnesota Vikings 
at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
at New Orleans Saints 


a 


TIME 
9:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


Wide Receiver ISAAC BRUCE 


POS 


& 
LB 
QB 


WT 
285 
185 
265 
216 
185 
202 
175 
188 


210 
199 
189 
280 
242 
203 
248 
265 
172 
280 
211 
295 
241 
203 
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BORN 
12/9/1967 
11/6/1973 

4/19/1976 
4/2/1976 
5/22/1977 
11/12/1976 
1/6/1977 
11/10/1972 
7/16/1977 
1/3/1973 
3/3/1977 
1/20/1970 
9/21/1973 
6/28/1977 
1/26/1976 
5/27/1970 
8/17/1972 
9/17/1974 
6/9/1971 
2/26/1973 
1/13/1969 
5/19/1975 
8/11/1975 


Defensive Backs 


The secondary could have a very different look 
this season. Already gone is starting strong safety 
Billy Jenkins, the team’s leading tackler (93, 72 
solo, 1 sack, 2 INTs), who was traded for a fifth- 
round pick in 2000 and a conditional pick in 2001. 

Right cornerback Dexter McCleon and left cor- 
ner Todd Lyght, named by the team as a transi- 
tional player, are restricted free agents. Lyght, 
beginning his 10th year, is the Rams’ top cover 
man and led the team with six interceptions. He 
also is solid in run support, finishing third in tack- 
les, with 69 (51 solo). McCleon, a three-year veter- 
an, was second on the team with four intercep- 
tions, recorded 45 tackles (41 solo), and was sec- 
ond among Rams defensive backs with 1.5 sacks. 

The Rams took a big step in fortifying their sec- 
ondary by drafting Dre’ Bly with their second pick 
in last year’s draft. He justified the team’s faith by 
picking off three passes, returning one for a score. 
Bly also came up big in the NFC Championship 
game, picking off a Shaun King pass that set up the 
game-winning rally, 

The acquisition of free-agent strong safety 
Devin Bush prior to last season immediately paid 
off. Bush had 44 tackles, including 37 solo, and 
showed a knack for being around the ball. He 
picked off two passes and recovered two fumbles. 
Bush will step in to replace Jenkins. 

At free safety, the Rams can look forward to 
the return of Keith Lyle. Lyle was limited to nine 
games last season because of a nerve injury in his 
neck and shoulder. It was the first missed action 
in his six-year career and broke a string of four 
straight 100-tackle seasons, Coming into last sea- 
son, Lyle was the NFL’s leading interceptor since 
1995, with 23. 
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Special Teams 


Kicker Jeff Wilkens showed a lot of courage by 
playing through a left knee injury for most of the 
season. Wilkens was fifth among kickers in scor- 
ing with 124 points, and was a sure thing from 40 
yards and in. His leg is still suspect, as he was only 
eight of 15 from over 40, with his longest being 51 
yards. 

Although opponents averaged 24.9 yards per 
kickoff, third worst in the league, it wasn’t until 
Week 10 that an opponent returned a kickoff past 
its own 40 against the Rams’ special teams. 

The punting may be even more unsettled. The 
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PLAYER POs HT WT BORN 
Trent Green QB 6-3 215 7/9/1970 
Az-Zahir Hakim WR 5-10 179 6/3/1977 
Jeff Hall K 5-11 190 7/30/1976 
Nate Hobgood-Chittick OT 6-3 290 11/30/1974 
James Hodgins RB 5-11 230 4/30/1977 
Rohert Holcombe RB 5-11 220 12/11/1975 
Torry Holt WR 6-1 190 6/5/1976 
Mike Horan P 5-11 192 2/1/1959 
Tony Horne WR 5-9 173 3/21/1976 
Gaylon Hyder DT 6-5 290 10/18/1974 
Bryan Jones LB 6-3) 210): 12/21/1975 
Mike A. Jones LB 6-1 «240 = 4/15/1969 
James Kidd WR 5-8 160 3/4/1974 
Andrew Kline G 6-2 303 10/5/1976 
Derek Lewis TE 6-1 250 4/2/1977 
Leonard Little LB 6-3. «237 ~=—-:10/19/1974 
Derek Loville RB 5-10 210 T/A/1958 
Todd Lyght DB 6-1 190 2/9/1969 
Keith Lyle DB 6-2 210 4/17/1972 
Dexter McCleon DB 5-10 195 10/9/1973 
Andy McCollum C 6-4 295 6/2/1970 
Keith Miller LB 6-1 242 T/S/1976 
Barry Mitchell DE 6-3 268 3/18/1974 


Rams started the season with Rick Tuten, who 
averaged 42.5 yards per punt, 13th in the NFL, 
dropping nine of his 32 punts inside the 20 and 
three inside the 10. When Tuten was hurt in 
Week 8, the Rams signed Mike Horan who, at age 
40, holds the distinction of being the oldest player 
ever to punt in the NFL. Horan's average of 40.3 
yards per kick was two yards shorter than Tuten, 
and he was 27th among NFL punters, Tuten 
should be back this season. Horan, a free agent, 
will not. 

Tony Horne begins his third season in the NFL 
following a tumultuous ‘99 season. Horne finished 
first in kickoff returns at 29.7 yards per return, 
taking two the distance, but he missed four games 
in the middle of the season after violating the 
NFL's drug policy. 

Az-Zahir Hakim was 11th in the league in punt 
returns, with an average of 10.5 yards per attempt. 
His long resulted in an 84-yard touchdown, Horne 
(5 returns, 22 yards) and Torry Holt (3, 15) also 
tried their hand at it. 
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Coaching/Front Office 


Vermeil’s retirement two days after the Super 
Bowl despite two years remaining on his contract 
wasn't exactly a shock to the Rams, They were 
ready, and immediately named Martz as his suc- 
cessor, 

“Dick Vermeil is a veteran, qualified head 
coach, who's got a lot of leadership qualities and is 
a great motivator. So you lose that,” said Armey. 
“But Martz has paid his dues. He’s donc it all. He’s 
one of the guys... he’s ready to make an easy, fluid 
transition. The key there is, we don’t lose any- 
thing offensively. 

“This is not an accident that Mike’s got where 
he is. He’s been very well prepared for this job. 
He’s intelligent, and he learns fast, and he’s got the 
right disposition to handle this football team. I’m 
excited about where we are with him. It’s not a 
surprise to me that he’s had this success. 

“Another key is keeping [assistant head coach 
and defensive coordinator] Peter Giunta, so we 
won't lose anything defensively.” 

The staff is full of career football men like Lynn 
Stiles, Mike White, John Bunting, Frank Gansz, 


Jim Hanifan and Al Saunders, and former playing 


greats Wilbert Montgomery and Carl Hairston 
Now that they’ve seen the Rams win the Super 
Bowl, they really have seen it all. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Sean Moran DE 6-3 275 6/5/1973 
Kaulana Noa T 6-4 320 

Orlando Pace T 6-7 320 = 11/4/1975 
Troy Pelshak LB 6-2 «242 3/6/1977 
Ricky Proehl WR 6-1 190 3/7/1968 
Jeff Robinson DE 6-4 275 2/20/1970 
John St. Clair C 6-5 293 7/15/1977 
Jacoby Shepherd DB 6-1 195 

Cameron Spikes G 6-2 310 11/6/1976 
Adam Timmerman G6 6-4 300 8/14/1971 
Ryan Tucker C 6-5 305 6/12/1975 
Rick Tuten P 6-2 221 1/5/1965 
Kurt Warner QB 6-2 220 6/22/1971 
Damon Washington RB 5-11 193 2/20/1977 
TJ. Washington T 6-4 335 TAN974 
Justin Watson RB 6-1 225 1/7/1975 
Jeff Wilkins K 6-2 205 4/19/1972 
Roland Williams TE 6-5 269 4/27/1975 
Matt Willig T 6-7 315 = 1/21/1969 
Grant Wistrom DE 6-4 267 7/3/1976 
Glenn Young DE 6-3 253 9/10/1975 
Jeff Zgonina DT 6-2 300 5/24/1970 


By George, — Got It! 


Carolina Panthers head coach George Seifert 
has unique ways of having fun. Remember the 
commercial a few years back where he sang 
karaoke on “Blame It on the Bossa Nova”? Only 
someone with such an advanced sense of humor 
could find fun in the prospect of taking over a 
team in freefall like Carolina. In only two years, 
the Panthers went from the heights of the NFC 
Championship Game to the depths of 4-12 and a 
tie for the NFC West cellar. 

Yet, after a frustrating start, Seifert’s club came 
on strong. By the end of the season, the Panthers 
were 8-8 and barely missed sneaking into the play- 
offs on the season's final day. 

“It was probably one of the most fun seasons 
that I've had,” said Seifert. “Now there were a 
couple of weeks when I did question my sanity 
and what decisions I had made. Maybe there was a 
decision or two that I could have made, and maybe 
we could have gone a little farther, but hopefully 
we'll get that resolved next year.” 

One area where the Panthers have taken steps 
to solve problems is on defense. It had to be espe- 
cially frustrating to Seifert, the architect of the 
great 49ers defenses of the mid-80s, to watch his 
unit finish near the bottom of the NFL in rushing 
yards per game (118.6, 24th), passing yards 
(225.3, 23rd), total yards (343.9, 26th) and points 
(23.8, tied for 25th). 

Much of the problem was caused by the 
Panthers’ inability to adjust to the new 4-3 scheme 
that assistant head coach/defensive coordinator 
John Marshall put in place. 

“(The change to 4-3] was an issue,” Seifert 
admitted, “It was maybe more of an issue than | 
might have expected, to be honest. Not knowing 
the players and the terminology and the way that 
we expected the players to respond to certain 
things. It was maybe more to overcome than we 
might have originally expected, but I think there 
was progress.” 

Even though the defense will miss the emotion- 
al leadership of firebrand linebacker Kevin 
Greene, who called it quits after 15 NFL seasons, 
and leading tackler Micheal Barrow, who was cut, 
the Panthers made several key free-agent pickups. 
The signing of defensive ends Chuck Smith and 
Jay Williams should compensate for Greene’s pass 
rush—Smith and Williams combined for 14 sacks, 
while Greene’s 12 led the team and were almost 
triple that of the next Panther—while newly 
acquired linebacker Lee Woodall is a superb run 
stopper and is better in pass coverage than Greene 
was, Not only did this acquisition make the 
Panthers’ defense stronger, it also robbed division 
rivals of key defensive components. 

A fourth free-agent signee, cornerback Jimmy 
Hitchcock, should help stabilize a shaky sec- 
ondary. 

One reason the secondary may have been so 
unstable was shellshock from practicing against 
Carolina’s explosive receiving corps every day. Led 
by Muhsin Muhammad and free-agent steal 
Patrick Jeffers, the Panthers’ passing game went 
from 14th in the NFL in 1999 to 2nd, and was a 
big reason the Panthers’ offense went from 20th to 
6th. It was also a big reason why quarterback 
Steve Beuerlein went to his first Pro Bowl after 13 
seasons in the NFL. 

The rushing game was a disappointment, aver- 
aging only 95.3 yards per game (20th in the 
league), but the improvement of Tshimanga 
Biakabutuka is something for the Panthers to 
build on. The inability of the offensive line to gain 
the tough yards hurt in the red zone, especially in 
the 20-9 loss to Detroit, when the Panthers were 


Jones (6-6, 300) 


inside the Lions’ five-yard line five times but could 
come out with only three field goals. The Panthers 
may have solved that red-zone problem by signing 
power back Natrone Means. 

Despite the imbalanced offense, the Panthers 
scored 421 points, 85 more than last season and 54 
more than any team in franchise history. 

“There is a part of me that is excited about the 
positives that developed throughout the year,” said 
Seifert, “and some of the things that I feel that we 
accomplished and are in position now to build on 
as far as the future.” 


thas 

Though no one expected the kind of explosive- 
ness that Carolina’s receivers displayed last sea- 
son, Panthers fans can look forward to it for years 
to come. 

Muhsin Muhammad and Patrick Jeffers became 
the first tandem in team history to catch more 
than 1,000 yards. Both were re-signed to multi- 
year deals during the off-season. Muhammad 
earned his first Pro Bow! berth after leading the 
NFC with 96 receptions. He also finished fourth in 
the conference in yardage (1,253—his first 1,000- 
yard season), and his eight touchdown passes 
were one more than he had his entire career com- 
ing into °99. 

Jeffers, also a four-year veteran, signed with 
Carolina as a free agent last summer and may have 
been the steal of the off-season. The former 
Denver Bronco and Dallas Cowboy caught 63 
passes for 1,082 yards with 12 touchdowns. He 
was named offensive player of the month for 
December after catching 35 passes for 717 yards 
and eight touchdowns, the shortest of which was 
32 yards. Jeffers caught over 100 yards in all five 
games, with a high of 165 in the season finale. His 
play made °97 No. 1 pick Rae Carruth expendable, 
even before Carruth got into trouble off the field. 
The Panthers re-signed Jeffers to a four-year deal 
during the off-season. 

Second-year man Donald Hayes (11, 270, 24.5, 
2) and rookies Jim Turner, who missed the season 
with an injury, and Dialleo Burks, who led the 
Rhein Fire of NFL Europe in receiving (32, 656 
yards, five TDs) but spent last season on the prac- 
tice squad, provide depth at wide receiver. 

Tight end Wesley Walls led all NFC tight ends 
in receptions, catching a career-high 63 passes, 
and also grabbed an NFL-record-tying 12 touch- 
down passes. He made his fourth straight Pro 
Bowl appearance and third Pro Bow] start. 


S/Tie hit 
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The offensive line was a microcosm of the 
team. At times it was brilliant, (against Cincinnati 
and Washington); other times it was miserable, 
(the four games in which it allowed at least six 
sacks), The unit certainly must be more assertive 
when it comes to run-blocking. They finished 20th 


in the NFL, averaging 95.3 yards per game on the 
ground, and only twice did the Panthers have a 
100-yard rusher. 

The pass-blocking must also improve, as the 
unit allowed 51 sacks. The unit was durable, how- 
ever, as center Frank Garcia (6-1, 295), right tack- 
le Chris Terry (6-5, 295) and left tackle Clarence 
each started all 16 games. 

Garcia, a six-year veteran and an original 
Panther, extended his streak of consecutive games 
played to 30, 
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Terry, a second-round pick in ’99 from the 
University of Georgia, had a strong rookie season, 
winning the left-tackle spot from veteran Norberto 
Davidds-Garrido. Jones, a 10-year pro, struggled 
early but eventually adjusted to the left side after 
playing most of his career at right tackle. 

Left guard Matt Campbell (6-4, 270), another 
original Panther, switched from tight end to left 
guard in 1996. He is a superb athlete and fierce 
competitior, but again missed time with an injury, 
this time sitting six weeks with a strained medial 
collateral ligament in his right knee. He came back 
strong in the season’s final four games. 

While those four starters will return, there is a 
void to be filled at guard, as last season’s starting 
right guard, Anthony Redmon, was cut and veter- 
an left guard Nate Newton retired. 

Bryan Stoltenberg (6-1, 300), beginning his fifth 
NFL season, was a versatile swingman, filling in at 
both guard positions and at center. 
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Quarterbacks 


Steve Beuerlein’s 13th season was not only the 
best of his career but also the best for a quarter- 
back in Carolina history, In making the Pro Bowl 
for the first time in his career—the second-oldest 
quarterback ever to make it for the first time— 
Beuerlein set team and personal records for com- 
pletions (343), attempts (571), yards (4,436), 
touchdown passes (36) and quarterback rating 
(94.6, second in the NFL to Warner). 

He threw for over 300 yards in five different 
games after doing so only three previous times his 
entire career. The Panthers had only six 300-yard 
passing games in their history before ’99. 
Beuerlein also rushed for a career-high 127 yards 
and scored two touchdowns, including the dramat- 
ic fourth-quarter quarterback draw that resulted in 
the winning points in the Panthers’ 33-31 thriller 
at Green Bay. 

“He’s a tough and courageous guy,” said Seifert. 
“He took the hits [he was sacked 50 times], and he 
came back. He did a marvelous job of competing.” 

Fourth-year pro Jeff Lewis (2 of 3, 11 yards in 
two games), acquired in a trade with Denver prior 
to last season, is the front-runner in the battle for 
backup and is considered Carolina’s heir apparent 
at quarterback, but he'll battle it out with athletic 
third-year pro Dameyune Craig. 
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While the Panthers’ passing game was a devas- 
tating weapon, the rushing game was far less reli- 
able. 

“There were times when some of the running 
that took place was better than I’ve ever been 
around,” said Seifert. “But then we had the 
injuries, and it developed an inconsistency and 
more and more of a reliance on the passing game.” 

Tshimanga Biakabutuka (138 carries, 718 
yards, 6 TDs) personified the Panthers’ frustration 
running the ball. The fifth-year pro finally showed 
the form that convinced Carolina to select him 
with the eighth overall pick in the 1996 NFL 
Draft. He was averaging 8.3 yards per carry and, 
in back-to-back games, ripped through Cincinnati's 
and Washington’s defenses, gaining 132 and 142 
yards while scoring five touchdowns. But his quest 
to become the Panthers’ second-ever 1,000-yard 
rusher ended in Week Six, when he injured his 
right ankle, causing him to miss three weeks. The 
high-ankle sprain hindered him the rest of the sea- 
son, as he never hit the 100-yard mark again and 
missed two more games later in the season. 

Fred Lane (115, 475, 1) was disappointing as 
Biakabutuka’s fill-in and was slowed by a nagging 
groin injury. His off-the-field behavior (misde- 
meanor drugs and weapons charges, a domestic 
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violence dispute) may spell the end of his tenure in 
Carolina. 

Further greasing the skids for Lane is the sign- 
ing of 27-year-old Natrone Means. Means is a dev- 
astating inside runner but has had trouble staying 
healthy, having missed 15 games over the past two 
seasons with knee and ankle injuries. 

Seven-year veteran fullback William Floyd 
delivered tremendous lead blocking, the kind the 
Panthers could use from the offensive line. 
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Opponents ran roughshod over the Panthers, 
who finshed 24th in the NFL in rushing defense, 
surrendering a generous 118.6 yards per game. 
Even more troublesome was the unit’s lack of a 
pass rush. The leading sacker on the defensive line 
was third-year left end Jason Peter. But he register- 
ered only 4,5 sacks and missed seven games with a 
left-shoulder injury. 

The Panthers addressed the pass rush situation 
by signing Atlanta free agent Chuck Smith. In his 
eight seasons with the Falcons, Smith compiled 
58.5 sacks, second all-time in franchise history, 
and he led the team in 1999, with 10.0 sacks. 
Smith will take his customary right defensive end 
spot, manned last year by Chuck Wiley, who made 
67 tackles (63 solo) but failed to register a sack. 

Fifth-year defensive end Jay Williams also was 
signed by the Panthers as a free agent. Williams 
made 4.0 sacks for the Rams in 1999, but didn’t 
see much action, as he played the same position as 
Kevin Carter. In Carolina, he'll compete with Peter 
for starting left end. 

Left defensive tackle ‘Tim Morabito had his best 
season as a pro, starting all 16 games and register- 
ing career highs in tackles (57) and quarterback 
pressures (seven). The Panthers felt strongly 
enough about the three-year vet that they re-signed 
him to a three-year deal in the off-season. 

Playing next to Morabito was Sean Gilbert, who 
was signed prior to the "98 season as a free agent. 
Gilbert led the unit in tackles (81, 43 solo) and 
quarterback pressures (23) while adding 2.5 sacks. 

Fifth-year defensive end Ernest Jones, who made 
an impact in spot duty on pass-rushing situations, 
recording 2.5 sacks and 10 QB pressures, and sec- 
ond-year pro Micheal Rucker, a college teammate of 
Peter's who contributed 42 tackles (31 solo) and 3.0 
sacks, could see more time this season. 
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Carolina will have a new look at linebacker, fol- 
lowing an off-season that saw both its most effec- 
tive pass-rusher and best run-stopper leave. 

The retirement of Kevin Greene after 15 sea- 
sons means the Panthers must not only replace the 
emotional leader of the defense but also his 12.5 
sacks, The team’s release of Micheal Barrow saved 
the team money, but cost the unit its leading tack- 
ler (131, 88 solo). 

The signing of San Francisco free agent Lee 
Woodall will go a long way in improving both the 
run and pass defense. Woodall won't rack up the 
sacks that Greene did—improvement on the 
defensive line should pick up the slack in that 
department—but he is better in pass coverage and 
is a superb run-stopper. The seventh-year pro and 
two-time Pro Bowler finished third on the 49ers 
last season in tackles (66, 52) and sacks (2.5). 

Also helping to pick up the slack is six-year vet- 
eran Donta Jones, who came over from Pittsburgh 
prior to last season. In his debut season with the 
Panthers, Jones played mostly on special teams but 
made his presence felt, recording 30 tackles (15 
solo) and adding four quarterback pressures. 

Dean Wells, whom the Panthers signed as a 
free agent prior to the start of last season, took 
over at middle linebacker in Week Eight and 
recorded 106 tackles (66 solo), one short of his 
career high. He also was responsible for three OB 
pressures and half a sack. Wells replaced eight- 
year veteran Steve Tovar, who made only 32 tack- 
les after coming over from San Diego. 
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The Panthers’ pass defense continued to strug- 
gle, surrendering 225.3 yards per game through 
the air, 23rd in the NFL. They were especially sus- 
ceptable to the big play, as opponents hit nine 
plays of 40 yards or more and connected on touch- 
down plays of 48 (twice), 49, 62 and 67 yards. 

The leader of the secondary is 11-year veteran 
and former All-Pro corner Eric Davis. Though he 
led the secondary with five interceptions, the 
fourth straight season he’s finished with five picks, 
Davis’ leadership was called into question by 
defensive coordinator John Marshall following the 
team’s second-quarter collapse in Washington. To 
his credit, Davis bounced back and finished the 
season with 77 tackles (65 solo). 

To help the secondary, the Panthers signed 
Minnesota free agent Jimmy Hitchcock. Beginning 
his sixth NFL season with his third team, 
Hitchcock made 82 tackles last season (73 solo) 
and picked off two passes, but was fingered as the 
main culprit in a shaky Vikings’ pass defense that 
was second-worst in the NFL. 

The Panthers are hoping Hitchcock can return 
to his 1998 form, when he intercepted seven pass- 
es, returning three of them for touchdowns. 

Just in case, the Panthers still have last season’s 
right corner, versatile eight-year pro Doug Evans. 
Evans made 66 tackles (53 solo), picked off two 
passes and led the team with 14 passes defended, 

With three able but inconsistent corners, noth- 
ing is guaranteed as far as starting jobs. So the 
Panthers would also like to see what Tony Booth 
can do, A seventh-round pick last year, Booth 
missed the entire season after tearing his ACL in 
training camp. 

Carolina released free safety Brent Alexander, 
despite his leading the secondary with 96 tackles, 
in the hopes of signing veteran Tim McDonald. If 
they can’t sign McDonald, look for first-round pick 
Rashard Anderson to switch from corner to safety, 

Mike Minter set career highs with 91 tackles 
(67 solo), second among Panther DBs, and three 
interceptions in his first season at strong safety. 
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Special Teams 


Kicker John Kasay bounced back from an 
inconsistent 1998 season and was ranked second 
in the NFL prior to tearing the ACL in his left 
knee in Week 14 at Green Bay. At the time of the 
injury, Kasay was perfect on all 33 extra point 
attempts and hit 22 of 25 field-goal attempts with a 
long of 52 yards. The 10-year veteran, and an orig- 
inal Panther, should be back as strong as ever. 

Richie Cunningham ably replaced Kasay and 
converted all three of his field-goal attempts and 
was 13 of 14 on PATs. 

Fate smiled on fourth-year punter Ken Walter, 
as Klaus Wilmsmeyer, who was signed as a free 
agent, hurt his back in training camp and was cut 
before playing an exhibition game. But after set- 
ting a team-record with a 38.1 yards per punt aver- 
age in 1998, he fell to 36.7 last season. His net 
total was ninth in the NFL, but that’s more a cred- 
it to his coverage teams, as his average per kick 
was 39.4 yards, tied for second-worst in the 
league, 

Recently re-signed fullback Chris Hetherington 
led the special teams with 15 tackles and a fumble 
recovery. 

Michael Bates begins his fifth season in 
Carolina (his eighth overall) and is looking to go to 
his fifth straight Pro Bowl. The electrifying Bates 
shook off a dubious start last season—his fumble 
on the season-opening kickoff was returned for a 
touchdown—to finish fifth in the NFL in kickoff 
return yardage (1,287) and sixth in return average 
(24.8). He returned two kicks for touchdowns, 
including one for 100 yards. 

The punt-return unit wasn’t as successful, as 
free-agent signee Eric Metcalf averaged only 7.0 
yards per attempt, tied for worst in the NFL. 


5.5 | 
Front Office/Coaches 


There’s a reason George Siefert ranks fourth 


PLAYER POS HT =6WT BORN 
Rashard Anderson DB 6-2 204 6/14/1977 
Bryan Arndt TE 6-4 255 2/10/1977 
Michael Bates RB-KR 5-10 189 12/19/1969 
Dan Best T 6-5 290 6/2/1976 
Steve Beuerlein QB 6-3 220 3/1/1965 
Jim Beverly G 6-4 304 12/20/1976 
Tim Biakabutuka RB 6-1 215 = 1/24/1974 
Tony Booth DB 6-1 195 8/3/1975 
Dialleo Burks WR 6-2 181 WTN974 
Matt Campbell G 6-4 300 7/14/1972 
Dameyune Craig QB 6-1 200 4/19/1974 
Casey Crawford TE 6-6 254 8/1/1977 
Richie Cunningham K 5-10 167 8/18/1970 
Robert Daniel DE 6-6 275 10/19/1975 
Eric Davis DB 5-11 185 1/26/1968 
Michael Dean WR 6-2 170 5/18/1977 
James Dexter T 6-7 320 3/3/1973 
Antonio Dingle OT 6-2 315 10/7/1976 
Doug Evans DB 6-1 190 5/13/1970 
Haven Fields LB 6-0 =223 1/4/1978 
William Floyd RB 6-1 «242 ~=—-2/17/1972 
Shawn Foreman WR 6-0 207 6/3/1975 
Derrick Foster RB 6-0 193 12/26/1976 
Frank Garcia G 6-2 302 1/28/1972 
Sean Gilbert OT 6-5 318 4/10/1970 
Deon Grant DB 6-2 207 3/14/1979 
Lamont Green LB 6-3) «-230)=S 7/10/1976 
Ray Green DB 6-3 187 3/22/1977 
Karl Hankton WR 6-3 200 7/24/1970 
Deveron Harper DB 5-11 187 11/15/1977 
Michael Hawkes LB 6-0) «6231)=— 4/11/1977 
Donald Hayes WR 6-4 208 7/13/1975 
Chris Hetherington RB 6-3 249 11/27/1972 


all-time in winning percentage among NFL coach- 
es (.713, not including playoffs). Seifert, whose 
114 career regular-season wins rank third among 
active coaches, did a masterful job of motivating a 
subpar Panther team into playoff challengers. 

“This club was an interesting club to work 
with,” he said. “Right from the start, there was 
something about them that made you feel like you 
had a little better chance than people might have 
expected.” 

A major reason for last season’s improvement 
was offensive coordinator Gill Haskell. Haskell 
has worked wonders with quarterback Steve 
Beuerlein in his two seasons in Carolina and had 
the running game headed in the right direction 
until injuries struck. 

Richard Williamson has left a trail of 1,000- 
yard wide receivers everywhere he’s gone, and in 
his five years with the Panthers has produced 
Mark Carrier, Rocket Ismail and the current duo 
of Muhsin Muhammad and Patrick Jeffers. 

Keep an eye on quarterbacks coach Bill 
Musgrave. Musgrave, who played under Seifert in 
San Francisco, will be responsible for keeping 
Beuerlein at an all-pro level, while monitoring the 
battle for his heir between Jeff Lewis and 
Dameyune Craig. 

On defense, assistant head coach/defensive 
coordinator John Marshall was the driving force 
behind the '97 San Francisco 49ers’ top-ranked 
defense, and should have an easier time of things 
this season now that the Panthers have had a year 
to learn his 4-3 system. 

Defensive backs coach Bob Valesente will be on 
the spot if the secondary doesn't make strides, but 
his vast experience (38 years) and the Panthers’ 
improved pass rush should take some of the pres- 
sure off. 

For the staff as a whole, the pressure of Seifert’s 
expectations remain higher if not as high as for the 
players. “We've got to coach them that much bet- 
ter and execute things,” said Seifert. “We've got to 
do some things better, too.” 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Jimmy Hitchcock DB 5-10 187 = 11/9/1970 
Kerry Hood WR 6-0 196 12/16/1976 
Brad Hoover RB 6-2 225 ~=«11/11/1976 
Reggie Howard DB 6-0 191 5/17/1977 
Jeno James G 6-3 292 1/12/1977 
Patrick Jeffers WR 6-3 218 2/2/1973 
Jerry Jensen LB 6-1 «235 = .2/26/1975 
Anthony Johnson RB 6-1 225 10/25/1967 
Bryan Jones G 6-4 290 10/18/1976 
Clarence Jones T 6-6 300 5/6/1968 
Donta Jones LB 6-2 «235 = 8/27/1972 
Ermest Jones DT 6-2 255 4/1971 
Leander Jordan G 6-3 333 9/15/1977 
Brandon Kale P 6-3 220 ~~ 11/5/1977 
Morgan Kane RB 6-0 222 3/30/1976 
John Kasay K 5-10 198 10/27/1969 
Brian Kinchen TE 6-2 240 8/6/1965 
Fred Lane RB 5-10 205 9/6/1975 
Paris Lenon 1B 6-2.) 220—-:11/26/1977 
Jeff Lewis QB 6-2 211 4/17/1973 
Matt Lytle QB 6-4 = 225 9/4/1975 
Kris Mangum TE 6-4 249 8/15/1973 
Mike McGee OT 6-3 280 6/18/1977 
Alvin McKinley NT 6-3 292 6/9/1978 
Natrone Means RB 5-10 245 4/26/1972 
Giradie Mercer DT 6-2 285 3/19/1976 
Eric Metcalf WR 5-10 190 1/23/1968 
Kory Minor LB 6-1 «=247~—s«:12/14/1976 
Mike Minter OB 5-10 188 1/15/1974 
Allen Mogridge & 6-4 280 11/9/1976 
Kevin Monroe DB 6-1 «(186 5/8/1977 
Scottie Montgomery WR 6-0 196 5/26/1978 
Tim Morabito OT 6-3 296 10/12/1973 


PALUU SELEWULE 


WK DATE OPPONENT TIME 


1 Sept.3 at Washington Redskins 1:00 p.m. 
2 Sept.10 atSan Francisco 49ers 4:15 p.m. 
3 Sept.17 Atlanta Falcons 1:00 p.m. 
4 Sept.24 Bye Week 

5 Oct.1 Dallas Cowboys 1:00 p.m. 
6 Oct.8 Seattle Seahawks 4:15 p.m. 
7 = Oct.15 at New Orleans Saints 1:00 p.m. 
8 Oct.22 SanFrancisco 49ers 1:00 p.m. 
9 Oct.29 atAtlanta Falcons 1:00 p.m. 
10 Nov.5 at St. Louis Rams 8:20 p.m. 
11 Nov.12 New Orleans Saints 1:00 p.m. 
12 Nov.19 at Minnesota Vikings 1:00 p.m. 
13 Nov.27 Green Bay Packers 9:00 p.m. 
14 Dec.3 St. Louis Rams 1:00 p.m. 
15 Dec.10 atKansas City Chiefs 1,00 p.m. 
16 Dec.17 San Diego Chargers 1:00 p.m. 


Dec. 24 4:15 p.m. 


at Oakland Raiders 
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Wide Receiver PATRICK JEFFERS 


PLAYER 
Muhsin Muhammad 


POS WT 
WR 217 


BORN 
5/5/1973 


Hannibal Navies LB 240 = 7/19/1977 

Jamar Nesbit C 330 = 12/17/1976 

Nate Newton G 6-3 335 12/20/1961 

Nathan Norman RB 6-0 234 3/20/1978 

Derek O'Neal RB 6-1 205 =: 12/8/1975 

Sirr Parker WR 5-11 196 10/31/1977 

Jason Parmer LB 6-2) 230=— 5/16/1977 i] 
Jason Peter DE 6-4 295 9/13/1974 -S) 

Spencer Reid LB OG-1 = 247 2/8/1976 oS 

Damien Richardson DB 6-1 210 4/3/1916 a — 
Mike Rucker DE 6-4 258 2/28/1975 4 
Larry Ryans WR 5-11 182 7/28/1971 =} 

A'Jani Sanders OB 5-10 197 10/31/1976 

Donald Scott P 6-5 210 1/31/1976 Fh, =| 
Clay Shiver G 6-4 300 12/7/1972 )y-*) 

RasheedSimmons DE 6-5 244 9/17/1975 t—| 

Chuck Smith DE 6-2 262 12/21/1969 r= 
Bryan Stoltenberg CC 6-1 300 8/25/1972 
Jim Stull T 6-6 301 a) 

Michael Swift DB 5-10 175 2/28/1974 a 

Chris Terry T 6-5 295 8/8/1975 

Lester Towns LB 6-1 =. 250 

Esera Tuaolo DT 6-2 281 7/11/1968 a — 
Jim Turner WR 6-4 212 11/13/1975 3 
Wesley Walls TE 6-5 250 2/26/1966 

Ken Walter P 6-1 195 8/15/1972 — 
Alton Weaver OT 6-3 276 10/2/1975 

Dean Wells LB 6-3 248 7/20/1970 PE 
Leonard Wheeler DB 6-1 198 1/15/1969 ol 
Chuck Wiley DE 6-5 282 3/6/1975 

Jay Williams DE 6-3 280 10/13/1971 

Lee Woodall LB 6-1 = 224 ~—:10/31/1969 
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: 999 Record 
5-11, 3rd in NFC West 


1999 Team Statistics 
AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


SS POINTS TOT. 


TOTA RUSH PASS POINTS 
283.9 128.9 197.6 23.8 


203.1 


RANK 


27 30 23 16 
re ™ 
\ 
ad 


748 


17.8 l 326.4 


Running Back JAMAL ANDERSON 


Projected 2000 Lineup 
; OFFENSE DEFENSE 
1) Terance Mathis (11) ’ Brady Smith (5) 
Bob Whitfield (9) Travis Hall (6) 
|) Bob Hallen (3) ’ Shane Dronett (9) 
rm Calvin Collins (4) 4 Patrick Kerney (2) 
«) Anthony Redmon (6) > Keith Brooking (3) 
U8 Ephraim Salaam (3) Jessie Tuggle (14) 
Reggie Kelly (4) » Henri Crockett (4) 
if Shawn Jefferson (10) Ray Buchanan (8) 
Chris Chandler (13) - Ashley Ambrose (9) 


Jamal Anderson (7) Marty Carter (10) 
Bob Christian (9) * Eugene Robinson (16) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


Morten Andersen (19) §).\;. Tim Dwight (3) 
i (11) 4:4 Winslow Oliver (5) 


HEAD COACH _ 


DAN REEVES 


STADIUM 


GEORGIA DOME (71,228 cap.) 


1A | 46.9 
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Atlanta FALCONS 


The quest to recapture the glory 


No team has ever had home-field advantage in 
a Super Bowl. Heading into the 1999 season, the 
defending NFC Champion Falcons had every 
reason to believe they'd be the first. 

By the nine-minute mark of the second quar- 
ter of Week 2, Atlanta and everybody else in the 
NFL knew that streak would remain intact. 

An innocent-looking second-and-six play 
resulted in a loss of two yards, but had far more 
dire consequences, as ball-carrier Jamal 
Anderson didn’t bounce back up and return to 
the huddle. Anderson, who hadn’t missed a 
game in three years and was a model of durabili- 
ty, had led the NFC in rushing and set an NFL 
record with 410 carries in 1998. But this time he 
tore the anterior cruciate ligament in his right 
knee and would not carry a football again in 
1999, 

Adanta’s season was over that quickly. The 
Falcons, who had lost quarterback Chris 
Chandler with a hamstring injury at the end of 
the season opener, would indeed be home for the 
Super Bowl. In fact, they weren’t going any- 
where for the entire postseason. 

With Chandler gimpy and Anderson gone, the 
Falcons’ offense, which had been so vibrant in 
’98, shriveled up, averaging a mere 17.8 points 
per game—23rd in the league and almost 10 
points below 1998, The Falcons, who were held 
below 14 points only once in ’98 in a game in 
which Chandler didn’t play, scored 14 points or 
less in nine games. The running attack, which 
had averaged a robust 131.3 yards per game— 
sixth best in the league—struggled to reach 74.8 
ypg, second worst in the NFL. 

Without a running game, the Falcons’ defense 
was on the field almost five minutes more a 
game. The result was a porous rushing defense, 
which surrendered 128.9 yards per game (29th 
in the NFL)—up 53 yards from 1998—and gave 
up 23.8 points, an increase of 5.8 ppg. 

None of the Falcons’ five victories came 
against teams with a winning record (Carolina 
came closest at 8-8), And although the offense 
came alive the final two weeks of the season, no 
one cared. 

The season-ending Monday Night Game 
against the 49ers, despite rumors it could be 


Jerry Rice's last, didn’t even sell out, causing the 


nationally televised event to be blacked out in 
Atlanta. 

“Well, there was a whole series of things that 
gave us some problems,” said Atlanta General 
Manager Harold Richardson. “I thought we 
played well at the end of the year. We lose to 
Tampa on a last-second field goal; we lose to 
Tennessee after our quarterback gets injured in 
the third quarter; then we win our last two 
games of the year—so I feel good about the way 
we finished.” 

Richardson and the rest of Falcons’ manage- 
ment are determined to build on that finish and 
recapture the style of play that helped Atlanta 
chalk up a record of 20-4 from the second half of 
‘97 through the '98 regular season. To do so, 
Atlanta was active in the always tricky free- 
agent market, addressing two of its most glaring 
needs—a speedy wide receiver and a veteran cor- 
nerback, In signing Shawn Jefferson from New 
England, the Falcons got a durable speed receiver 
who can get deep to complement Terance 
Mathis, something last season’s free-agent 
signee, Chris Calloway could not do. On the 
other side of the ball, the Falcons signed veteran 


cornerback Ashley Ambrose away from division- 
rival New Orleans. Ambrose has a knack of 
being around the ball, leading the Saints in inter- 
ceptions (six) and tying for the lead in fumble 
recoveries (2) last season. 

Richardson believes Ambrose will have the 
same effect on the secondary—especially on 
overworked cornerback Ray Buchanan—that 


Jefferson will have on Mathis. 


“I think it’s gonna give both those guys a 
chance to just play their game and help our sec- 
ondary to be solid and give a lot of confidence to 
the rest of the club. I think they will help each 
other,” said Richardson. “I think Ray will play 
better because Ashley's there and vice versa.” 

But free agency also proved costly for the 
Falcons, on both the offensive and defensive 
lines. Center Robbie Tobeck left for Seattle, leav- 
ing a gaping hole on the already fragile offensive 
line. That hole could get even wider, as both 
guards also are unsigned. 

On the defensive side, things were even 
worse. 

“We got ourselves in a situation where we 
had three guys up for contract renewals,” said 
Richardson. “We got Travis Hall extended earli- 
er last year for a long-term extension. We got 
Shane Dronett done before free agency started. 
With the moves that we made in free agency, the 
simple fact was we couldn’t keep everybody.” 

Among the losses were sack machine Chuck 
Smith (10 sacks last season, 58.5 for his career, 
second in Falcons’ history) and Lester 
Archambeau (5.5 sacks), who were plucked 
away by Denver and Carolina, respectively. To 
pick up the slack, the Falcons signed another 
New Orleans free agent, five-year veteran Brady 
Smith (6.0 sacks). 


tle Receivers/Tight Ents 


Last season Terence Mathis was basically a 
one-man receiving corps. Mathis, the Falcons’ 
career receptions leader, and 152 yards shy of 
being the team’s all-time receiving yardage 
leader, pulled in 81 passes and surpassed the 
1,000-yard mark in receptions for the second 
straight season. The 11-year vet is durable (he’s 
missed two games as a Falcon—both in 1995) 
and dependable (he’s never caught fewer than 60 
passes in a season), This season, he’ll have help 
that’s been missing since Tony Martin left prior 
to 1999. 

That help comes in the person of free-agent 
speedster Shawn Jefferson (40 catches, 698 
yards, 6 TDs). Jefferson is a big-play receiver 
(eight catches for more than 50 yards over the 
past three seasons) whose speed must be respect- 
ed by opposing defenses. 

Chris Calloway, last season’s free-agent 
signee, was hurt in training camp and never real- 
ly hit his stride. Yet his 22 catches for 314 yards 
was still fourth best on the team in both cate- 
gories, Third-year receivers Tim Dwight (32 
catches 669 yards, 20.9 per catch, 7 TDs) and 


Jammi German (12, 219, 18.3), and second-year 


speedster Eugene Baker (7, 118, 16.9) strongly 
stated their cases for playing time. 

At tight end, the status of two-year starter and 
restricted free agent O.J. Santiago is still undeter- 
mined, but the Falcons are excited about last 
year’s second-round pick, Reggie Kelly—a solid 
blocker with great agility and an uncanny ability 


to get downfield as a receiver. Brian Kozlowski 
(11, 122, 2 TDs) is a tremendous blocker who is 
also valuable on special teams. 
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The Falcons aren’t as optimistic about the 
offensive line as they are the wide receivers. 

“There'll probably be some changes,” 
Richardson said. “It’s gonna be a lot more com- 
petitive than it has been. You know, coming off a 
Super Bowl year, you're hesitant to make some 
changes. But I think coming off this year, it will 
certainly be a wide-open situation.” Probably 
more wide open than the Falcons want. 

The Falcons lost two of the three free-agent 
starters from last season, as center Robbie 
Tobeck signed with Seattle and the team chose 
not to re-sign starting right guard Gene Williams. 
Atlanta averted complete disaster by re-signing 
starting left guard Calvin Collins, a restricted free 
agent, who will move to center. The overhaul 
may be something of an overreaction, although 
improvement was necessary from a unit that 
allowed 49 sacks, and was a major reason 
Atlanta running backs mustered only 3.2 yards 
per rush. 

Fortunately, the Falcons won't have to do 
without left tackle Bob Whitfield. A ’98 Pro 
Bowler, Whitfield, whom Richardson called the 
anchor of the line, hasn’t missed a start in six 
years (80 games) and has a streak of 86 consecu- 
tive games. 

Ephraim Salaam, the 6-7, 310-pound right 
tackle, survived a shaky sophomore season, but 
may be challenged by third-year guard Jose 
Portilla and free-agent signee Octavious Bishop. 

Third-year tackle Bob Hallen will take over 
Collins’ spot at left guard. Hallen played well in 
his 14 starts last season. Anthony Redmond, 
who started 15 games last season with Carolina, 
will take over at right guard. 

With Jamal Anderson coming off major recon- 
structive knee surgery and Chris Chandler's his- 
tory of injury, positional juggling is an under- 
standable concern. 


When Chris Chandler strained his right ham- 
string in the season-opening loss to Minnesota, it 
was a harbinger of bad times ahead for the 
Falcons QB. The 13-year veteran finished 10th 
in the NFL in QB rating (83.5), but was 21st in 
completion percentage at 56.7 (174 of 307 for 
2,339 yards). Even though his 11 interceptions 
were one less than his 1998 total, his 16 TD 
passes were down substantially from the 25 
scores in ’98. 

The Falcons, hoping that a familiar face will 
help Chandler regain his '98 form, brought in 
Jerry Rhome—who had worked with Chandler in 
Houston—as quarterbacks coach. “The fact that 
he has worked with Chris obviously is a plus, and 
I look for Chris to bounce back and have the kind 
of year that he had the year before last.” 

Neither Tony Graziani nor Danny Kanell was 
very effective in picking up the slack when 
Chandler could not play. Graziani played in 11 
games (starting four) and completed 52.5 percent 
of his passes (62 of 118 for 759 yards), but he 
threw four interceptions and fumbled four times. 
He was sacked 12 times. 

Kanell, who completed 42 of 84 passes for 593 
yards with four touchdowns and four intercep- 
tions (he was sacked five times) in three games, 
went through a different kind of off-season ther- 
apy—the physical kind. He rehabilitated his left 
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Quarterback CHRIS CHANDLER | 


knee, following surgery after tearing his MCL in 
his only start, a Week 15 loss to Tennessee. 
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Running Backs 


How do you replace the NFC’s leading rusher 
and NFL record-holder for most carries in a sea- 
son? You don’t. Thus was the fate of the °99 
Falcons once Jamal Anderson went down with a 
torn ACL in Week 2, 

That Byron Hanspard, who was next on the 
depth chart, sat out the entire ’98 season after 
tearing the ACL and patella tendon in his left 
knee made an already difficult issue catastrophic. 

Hanspard carried the ball 136 times, gaining 
383 yards (2.8 yards per carry). Ken Oxendine, 
in his second year, didn’t fare much better, man- 
aging 452 yards on 141 carries, (3.2 ypg). In 
1998, Anderson had 410 carries. 

But it’s a new year. Oxendine’s more experi- 
enced, Hanspard is healthy, and Anderson says 
he'll be ready come training camp. 

Whoever starts at tailback will be the benefi- 
ciary of fullback Bob Christian, maybe the best 
blocking fullback in the game. Christian’s 40 
catches were second only to Terence Mathis, and 
his 354 receiving yards were third behind Mathis 
and Tim Dwight. 


RATING BCKOM| 


Part of the reason the Falcons dropped from 
eighth in the NFL to 29th against the rush was 
the disappointing play of the defensive front. 
Chuck Smith, Lester Archambeau, Shane 
Dronett and Travis Hall—who combined for 313 
tackles in 1998—made only 172 in 1999, 

The unit will have a new look this season, as 
Smith and Archambeau left via free agency. The 
respected Smith was the line’s leading tackler 
(48) and sacker (10) in 99, and is second all- 
time in Falcons’ career sacks. Archambeau led 
the team with 10 sacks two years ago, 

The Falcons kept the interior of the line intact 
by re-signing Dronett, who also was a free agent. 
At 29 and 27, Dronett and Hall are the youngest 
members of the foursome. Right defensive tackle 


Dronett, beginning his ninth season, was second 
to Smith, with 6.5 sacks, and added 44 tackles 
(24 solo). Hall was second to Smith in defensive 
line tackles (45, 36 solo), and added 4.5 sacks. 
The Falcons like second-year DE Patrick Kerney 
(25, 18, 2.5) and will put him in the unenviable 
position of replacing Smith. 

“We like Chuck, and he’s going to be a loss to 
us, and Lester played well for us,” said 
Richardson, “But I think with Travis and Shane 
coming back to anchor, we've got Patrick 
Kearney. A year ago as a defensive end he played 
very well. I think he’s just gonna keep getting 
better. I think with the acquisition of Brady 
Smith, we'll be fine defensively.” 

The 27-year-old Smith is an aggressive pass 
rusher whom the Falcons are counting on to pick 
up for Chuck Smith. He was third on the Saints 
last season with 6.0 sacks. Smith is expected to 
take over at left defensive end, while versatile 
Pellom McDaniels (13 tackles, 9 solo) will act as 
a swingman. 


1 4.5 


Linebackers 


One of the bright spots last season was the 
play of third-year linebacker Keith Brooking. 
After being slowed early last season by a quad 
injury, Brooking turned it on, leading the team 
in tackles, with 94, and solo tackles, with 73. He 
also recorded two sacks. Brooking learned well 
from former Falcon Cornelius Bennett and is 
ready to take the mantle of leadership. Once 
Jessie Tuggle decides to relinquish it, that is. 

At 35, Tuggle showed no signs of slowing 
down. While a quadriceps injury cost him two 
games—and his streak of 100-tackle seasons, 
which ended at 11—the 13-year veteran still had 
another solid season, tying for second in tackles 
with 91, including 71 solo. Atlanta can look for- 
ward to Tuggle staying with the team as long as 
he plays, as he re-signed with the club in the off- 
season, 

“I think Jesse has meant an awful lot to this 
ballclub over the years and in a lot of areas,” said 
Richardson. “There’s a lot of talk about loyalty, 
and the system itself dictates that there’s not the 
kind of loyalty there used to be. But there’s still 
loyalty among players and teams. I think Jesse is 
a good example. This is a guy who definitely 
deserved to finish his career here, and we’re 
excited about him being able to do that.” 

Fourth-year linebacker Henri Crockett, a 
fourth-round pick of the Falcons in "97 (42 tack- 
les, 30 solo, 1.5 sacks), will get the nod at strong- 
side linebacker. 


| 6.0 


Another trouble spot the Falcons looked to 
address during the offseason was the defensive 
backfield. Atlanta's pass defense actually gave up 
fewer yards per game last year than in ’98 
(197.6, 10th in the league vs. 220.7, 21st). That 
improvement was due more to teams running 
out the clock with leads than actual cracking 
down in the secondary. This was shown by the 
Falcons’ total of 12 interceptions, compared with 
19 during their Super Bowl run. 

Ray Buchanan is the leader of the secondary. 
Beginning his ninth season, Buchanan led the 
squad in interceptions with four; finished fifth 
on the team with 58 tackles; and was among the 
league leaders with 17 passes defended. 

It was the corner Buchanan wasn’t defending 
that was the problem. So the Falcons went out 
and signed New Orleans free agent Ashley 
Ambrose. Ambrose, the Saints’ leading intercep- 
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2000 Schedule 
WK DATE OPPONENT 


1 Sept.3 = San Francisco 49ers 

2‘ Sept.10 at Denver Broncos 

3 Sept.17 at Carolina Panthers 

4 Sept. 24 — St. Louis Rams 

5 = Oct. 1 at Philadelphia Eagles 

6 = Oct.8 New York Giants 

7 = Oct.15 at St. Louis Rams 

8 Oct.22 New Orleans Saints 

9 Oct.29 Carolina Panthers 

10 Nov.5 Tampa Bay Buccaneers 

11 Nov.12 at Detroit Lions 

12 Nov.19 at San Francisco 49ers 

13 Nov. 26 at Oakland Raiders 

14. Dec.3  — Seattle Seahawks 
Dec.10 Bye Week 


Dec. 17 at New Orleans Saints 


Kansas City Chiefs 


Wide Receiver TERANCE 


PLAYER 
Ashley Ambrose 
Morten Andersen 


POS 
OB 
K 


HT WT 
5-10 185 
6-2 222 


Jamal Anderson RB 5-11 235 

Jake Arians K 5-10 203 

77) Eugene Baker WR 6-1 165 
1) Alex Bernstein G 6-3 325 
'— J} Michael Booker DB 6-2 200 
(JS Ronnie Bradford DB 5-10 195 
—— fae Keith Brooking LB 6-2 242 
| © =) Omar Brown DB 5-10 200 
| Ray Buchanan DOB 5-9 185 
om Marcus Buckley 1B 6-3 248 
[iy Chris Calloway WR 5-10 188 
(=~ fey Marty Carter DB 6-1 210 
— Johndale Carty DB 6-1 203 
= Chris Chandler QB 6-4 225 
Bob Christian RB 5-11 232 

jo Travis Claridge T 6-5 308 
A Calvin Collins G 6-2 305 
re) Kerry Cooks DB 5-11 202 
= Henri Crockett LB 6-2 238 
Reginald Doster OB 5-9 185 

Gary Downs RB 6-1 218 

SS Chris Draft LB 5-11 230 
—— > Shane Dronett DT 6-6 298 
Tim Dwight WR 5-8 180 

Emil Ekiyor DE 6-4 265 


Brian Finneran 6-5 196 
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TIME 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
8:20 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1;00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
4:15 p.m. 
4:05 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


1;00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 


MATHIS 


BORN 
9/17/1970 
8/19/1960 
9/30/1972 
1/26/1978 

3/18/1976 
8/11/1975 
4/21/1975 
10/1/1870 
10/30/1975 
3/28/1975 
9/29/1971 
2/3/1971 
3/29/1968 
12/17/1969 
8/27/1977 
10/12/1965 
11/14/1968 
3/23/1978 
1/5/1974 
3/28/1974 
10/28/1974 
1/2/1976 
6/6/1972 
2/26/1916 
W12/1971 
T/3/1975 
12/25/1973 
1/31/1976 


tor—six picks)—will take over the right corner, 
replacing Ronnie Bradford, Richardson feels 
Ambrose’s presence will improve the secondary 
by taking some of the pressure off Buchanan. 

“We were putting a lot of pressure on Ray, as 
being a kind of the cornerstone of that sec- 
ondary, and trying to design coverages basically 
around him,” said Richardson, “I think having 
Ashley on the other side is gonna make it easier 
mentally on the secondary guys. We're gonna 
have less checks, and not have to be quite as 
complicated on adjustments.” 

Veteran free safety Eugene Robinson, who’s 
heading into his 16th NFL season, is still going 
strong. Last season, at age 36, he was second on 
the team in tackles, with 91 (tied with Jessie 
Tuggle); and interceptions, with three. 

Aggressive strong safety Marty Carter, signed as 
a free agent prior to last season, is a solid tackler 
who chipped in with 73 tackles and a fumble recov- 
ery despite missing six games with a knee injury. 


5.5 


special Teams 


The good news is that an Atlanta punter led 
the NFL in yards per punt average, with 48.0 
yards. The bad news is that punter was Morten 
Andersen, who only punted once, Full-time 
punter Dan Stryzinski was third worst in the 
league at 39.3 yards per punt, almost a yard 
below his career average of 40,1 yards per kick. 

However, one area where Stryzinski is above 
average is pinning opponents down, He was tied 
for seventh in the league at dropping kicks inside 
the 20, doing so 27 times, and was even better at 
pinning them down inside the 10, accomplishing 
the feat 11 times, third-best in the league. 

Andersen wasn’t nearly as prolific with his 
forte (field-goal kicking), as he was an uncharac- 
teristic 15 for 21. But considering he missed his 
first four kicks of the season—three of them 
under 40 yards—the 40-year-old Andersen 
proved he still has some life in his left leg, 

“The guy’s truly one of the best kickers in the 
history of the league,” said Richardson. “He’s got 
the right mental makeup. Actually, one of the 
few slumps he’s had in his career was at the very 


2000 Team Roster 


PLAYER POS HT WI BORN 


Derrick Gardner DB 6-1 «185 3/10/1977 
Jammi German WR 6-1) 192 1/4/1974 
Tony Graziani QB 6-2 215 12/23/1973 
Travis Hall OT 6-5 300 8/3/1972 
Bob Hallen C 6-4 305 3/9/1975 
Ruffin Hamilton LB 6-1 235 9/2/1971 
Byron Hanspard RB 5-10 200 1/23/1976 
Ronnie Harris WR 5-11 185 6/4/1970 
Adam Hernandez T 6-3 310 11/14/1976 
Ben Huff OT 6-4 297 2/21/1975 
Edward Jasper OT 6-2 305 1/18/1973 
Shawn Jefferson WR 5-11 180 2/22/1969 
RyanJohanningmeier T 6-6 304 1/22/1977 
Doug Johnson QB 6-2 226 10/27/1977 
Danny Kanell QB 6-3) «220 ~=11/21/1973 
Jeff Kelly LB 5-11 256 = 12/13/1975 
Reggie Kelly TE 6-3 250 2/22/1977 
Patrick Kerney DE 6-5 269 12/30/1976 
Brian Kozlowski TE 6-3 250 10/4/1970 
Kamil Loud WR 6-0 190 6/25/1976 
Whit Marshall LB 6-2) 245 1/6/1973 
Terance Mathis WR 5-10 186 6/7/1967 
Gerald McBurrows DB 5-11 205 10/7/1973 
Todd McClure € 6-1 292 2/16/1977 
Pellom McDaniels DE 6-3 295 2/21/1968 
Anthony Midget DB 5-11 193 2/22/1978 
Rodrick Monroe TE 6-4 254 7/30/1975 
_ Winslow Oliver RB 5-7 180. 3/3/1973 


start of this year. And it was the same old 
thing—everybody said he didn’t have it any- 
more. He came on and finished the year, the last 
two-thirds of the year he was excellent, So I cer- 
tainly think he can do a good job for us.” 

Tim Dwight was dynamite returning both 
kickoffs (21.5 yards per return) and punts (11, 
including a 70-yard touchdown). But if the 
Falcons are going to get Dwight more involved in 
the offense, he may not do double-duty this sea- 
son, Look for Winslow Oliver, who split duty 
with Dwight, to see increased time as a returner. 


eVilicn 5.5 | 
Coaching/Front Office 


Dan Reeves had two losing seasons in his first 
13 as a head coach. Counting last season, he’s 
had four in his past five. But the trademark of a 
Dan Reeves team is the ability to bounce back. 
Every year following a losing season, his teams 
have gotten up off the canvas and been more suc- 
cessful. Even the Giants, who had three straight 
losing seasons, improved by one game each year. 

Reeves’ ability to motivate and improve his 
teams will be put to a stern test this season. Key 
players are coming off injuries, and there are a 
lot of new faces to be unified quickly. 

The most important member of Reeves’ staff 
may be offensive line coach Art Shell, who must 
make a cohesive unit out of an inexperienced 
group that includes two second-year starters, a 
free agent, and a player changing positions. 

Also under the gun are assistant head 
coach/defensive coordinator Rich Brooks and 
defensive line coach Bill Kollar, who must do a 
similar job of assimilating two new starters to 
the defensive line, 

Offensive coordinator/running backs coach 
George Sefcik came up with a system that best 
utilized Jamal Anderson’s talents. With Shawn 


Jefferson and several exciting young receivers, 


Sefcik will get the opportunity to open things up 
and throw some three- and four-wide receiver 
sets into the mix—a must in the high-scoring 
NFC West. 


NT 5.5 | 


PLAYER POS. HI WT BORN 
Ken Oxendine RB 6-1 «230 ~=—-10/4/1975 
Jeff Paulk RB 6-1 «242 = 4/26/1976 
Mareno Philyaw WR 6-2 208 12/19/1977 
Evan Pilgrim G 6-4 305 8/14/1972 
Jose Portilla T 6-6 315 9/11/1972 
Ozell Powell T 6-5 316 11/17/1973 
Anthony Redmon G 6-5 308 4/9/1971 
Wally Richardson QB 6-4 225 2/11/1974 
Eugene Robinson DB 6-1 200 5/28/1963 
Ephraim Salaam T 6-7 310 6/19/1976 
0). Santiago TE 6-7 264 4/4/1974 
Brian Saxton TE 6-6 265 3/13/1972 
Sam Simmons DE 6-6 279 1/2/1975 
Mark Simoneau LB 6-0) «233s 1/16/1977 
Brady Smith DE 6-5 260 6/5/1973 
Brian Smith 1B 6-3 252 =. 2/25/1978 
Maurice Smith RB 6-0 236 9/7/1976 
Dan Stryzinski P 6-2 200 5/15/1965 
Shawn Swayda DT 6-5 297 9/4/1974 
Michael Thompson T 6-4 318 = 2/11/1977 
Jessie Tuggle LB 5-11 = 230 4/4/1965 
Darrick Vaughn OB 5-11 190 10/2/1978 
Bob Whitfield T 6-5 315 10/18/1971 
Elijah Williams DB 5-10 182 8/20/1975 
Gene Williams T 6-2 320 10/14/1968 
Jamie Wu G 6-2 328 9/18/1977 


It’s understandable that fans of the San 
Francisco 49ers looked a little confused last sea- 
son, watching their heroes get flattened week 
after week, ‘To find a losing streak as long as the 
eight-game drought the Niners went through last 
season you have to go back to 1978. 

Last season began like any other season in the 
Bay Area, The 49ers bounced back from a sea- 
son-opening thrashing against AFC power 
Jacksonville and was doing what they do best: 
beating up on their NFC West rivals. 

But with 28 seconds left in the first half of the 
‘ third game in Arizona, Steve Young was vicious- 
ly sacked by two Arizona Cardinals. Young 
stayed down, and when he finally did get up, he 
was woozy. He had suffered the fourth concus- 
sion of his career. 

Even though the 49ers would beat Arizona 
and then stun Tennessee at home the next week, 
the loss of Young—coupled with the loss of run- 
ning back Garrison Hearst in the previous sea- 
son’s playoffs—was the coup de grace. 

Whether Hearst will be back from the broken 
ankle that cost him all of last season is still 
unknown. He is working out with the team, but 
is still no more than a 50-50 shot. His return 
would be welcome. Charlie Garner had a career 
year in 1999 in Hearst’s absence and will try for 
an encore performance this year. 

Whether Young will be back at all is an even 
bigger issue. That decision is one he'll make on 
his honeymoon in Honolulu. Young, too, would 
be welcomed back, but should he decide to retire, 
the team would not go to great lengths to try and 
talk him out of it. Jeff Garcia did an adequate job 
with the offense, and they do have those draft 
picks. 

“You can expect us to probably devote a pick 


in the draft to a quarterback, and then we'll see if 


we can sign a free agent,” said Walsh. “So we'll 
fill that in, and if Steve can play we'll be all right, 
and if not, we'll go on from there.” 

Garcia engineered the upset of Tennessee in 
Week Four, but the Niners would not taste victo- 
ry again for almost two months. They got swept 
by the Rams for the first time in 19 years and 
lost to non-playoff teams Pittsburgh, Adanta and 
Cincinnati, whom they allowed to score 44 
points—27 more than their season average. At 
one point, the offense was limited to a touch- 

down or less in four straight games—the first 
| two coming against Pittsburgh and New Orleans. 

This from an offense that featured two of the 
game's most explosive receivers in Jerry Rice and 
Terrell Owens, 

Yet, as much as Hearst and Young were 
missed and as much as the offense misfired, the 
absence of any kind of defense, especially against 
the pass, was what really sunk the season. 

Teams feasted on the defensive backfield, 
which surrendered a league-worst 254.3 yards 
per game and contributed to the Niners giving up 


° 40 points on five different occasions. 
“It's very important for us to draft one, two, 
or even three cornerbacks and then it’s up to us 


d to find people to play linebacker and conceive- 
| ably a defensive lineman, although that’s not 
actually critical,” said Walsh. 
“We just were destroyed last year by long 
passes against our cornerbacks,” stated Walsh. 
“So the cornerback position is the highest priori- 
ty on our team.” 
Help may be on the way. The team is high on 
a pair of defensive backs they took in last year’s 


Defenseless 49ers: Champs to chumps 


fourth round—Anthony Parker, who missed all 
of last season with a knee injury, and Pierson 
Prioleau, who played well at corner last season. 
They also have 10 picks in the upcoming draft. 

“I think people are building through the draft 
and holding onto their own players much more 
than they did in past years,” Walsh added. 

One of the players the Niners could not afford 
to hold onto was Pro Bow] linebacker Lee 
Woodall, one of several free agents the team was 
forced to let go in cost-cutting measures. 

It was 20 years ago this season that Bill Walsh 
and the 49ers began their turnaround following 
their second-straight 14-loss season, Though a 6- 
10 would be preferable to another 4-12, the 49ers 


and their fans are looking for more and plan to 


ght Ends 


get downright defensive about it. 


Every year is supposed to be the year Jerry 
Rice is no longer the main man in San Francisco. 
This year will probably be it. Rice led a very 
ordinary passing attack—hindered by the accli- 
mation of rookie quarterback Jeff Garcia—with 
yery ordinary numbers (61 catches, 687 yards, 5 
TDs) that were among the lowest of his career. 
But that’s not the reason he probably won't be 
back. 

Rice is slated to make $5.49 million—$3.95 
million in salary—and has not been receptive to 
the kind of paycut the suddenly salary cap- 
restricted 49ers must make to keep him. Unless 
something changes and he accepts drastic con- 
tract restructuring, don’t expect to see No. 80 in 
Niners camp after June 1. 

Regardless of how that turns out, San 
Francisco needs more production from all its 
receivers, especially Terrell Owens. The five- 
year veteran put up the lowest numbers since his 
rookie year (55, 723, 3), but showed his explo- 
siveness by averaging 13.1 yards a catch. 

The Niners are still waiting for J.J. Stokes, 
who is also starting his sixth year, to break out. 
The Niners’ first-round pick in '95 was reward- 
ed with a new deal prior to last season, then saw 
his numbers dip substantially (29, 299, 2). 

Keep an eye out for Tai Streets, who missed 
most of his rookie season with a torn Achillies’ 
tendon but showed some flashes of brilliance in 
the season finale against Atlanta. 

Fourth-year tight end Greg Clark is a tremen- 
dous blocker and continues to show develop- 
ment as a receiver. His 33 catches and 329 
yards—an average of almost 10.0 yards per 

catch—were fourth on | the club. 


ae ocar vere veteran center —-- — who 
signed a four-year deal in the offseason, leads a 
veteran offensive line that is one of the best 
when it comes to run-blocking. 

“We failed to lead the NFL in rushing last 
year by six yards. So our running game was very, 


very effective,” said Walsh. “I’m not gonna say 
it’s the best in football, but it’s good. It’s solid. 


It’s certainly up to the standard of a playoff 


team.” 
The problem came in pass blocking, as Young 
took a lot of punishment before the season-end- 
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Running Back 


RASS 


WRAET Shats (2) 
Dave Fiore (5) 
ts) Ray Brown (15) 
Chris Dalman (8) 
h(5) Jeremy Newberry (3) 
) Derrick Deese (9) 
13) Greg Clark (4) 
|| Terrell Owens (5) 
I Jeff Garcia (2) 
» Charlie Garner (7) 
. fred Beasle (3) 


Wade Richey (3) 
__ Chad Stanley (3) 
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Junior nEiesat (6) 
Bryant Young (7) 
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+} Ken Norton (13) 
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} Jeff Posey (3) 
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5 4 Lance Schulters (3) 
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ing blow in Arizona. 

“We had far fewer sacks last year than the year 
before [32, down from 53],” Walsh added. “Part of 
it was because Garcta’s so active, he got rid of the 
ball quickly, But our offensive line did begin to 
play better as the season progressed. So there may 
not be changes there. Is it the best offensive line in 
football? No, But it is functional,” 

Six-year veteran Dave Fiore and 15-year vet 
Ray Brown anchor the left side. Third-year play- 
er Jeremy Newberry, a second-round pick of the 
Niners in 1998, and nine-year veteran Derrick 
Deese handle duties on the right side of the line. 
While only Brown and Newberry top the 300- 
pound mark, the group relies on its quickness 
and athleticism. 

Maybe the most significant offseason news 
regarding the offensive line was the passing of 
offensive line coach Bobb McKittrick after a 14- 
month battle with cancer. “He was the most suc- 
cessful offensive line coach the game has ever 
seen,” said Walsh, adding, “His spirit and stan- 
dard of excellence will always be a part of the 
49ers tradition,” He added, “Pat Morris basically 
coached that line last year, so we feel that Pat 
will do a good job, a very, very good job with it.” 


RATING IES 


The million-dollar question for the 49ers is, 
will Steve Young be back at quarterback? 
Actually, it’s more like $3 million. 

That’s how much Steve Young is scheduled to 
make this season, If he’s with the team after 
early June, it will cost $4.8 million against an 
already tight 2001 salary cap. 

But, unlike with Jerry Rice, this is more than 
a money matter, Young, who turns 39 in 
October, suffered his fourth concussion last sea- 
son and it took more than a month for the effects 
of post-concussion syndrome to clear up. Young 
will inform 49ers management of his decision 
once he returns from his honeymoon in Hawaii. 

While no one in Niners camp wants to say it, 
they're hoping the married life will knock some 
sense into Young before an opposing defender 
knocks any more sense out of him. 

In the meantime, the Niners must prepare for 
life without Young. Last season, they put that 
onus on Jeff Garcia. The San Jose State grad and 
Grey Cup-winning OB signed as a free agent in 
1998, stepped in and did a credible job under the 
circumstances, He completed 199 of 341 passes 
with nine touchdowns. He also was intercepted 
11 times and rated only 72.6. 

“Jeff Garcia played especially well the last five 
games last year,” said Walsh, “His numbers were 
very good, and we're okay with Jeff. He can play 
very competitively in the NFL.” 

In those last five games, Garcia threw eight 
touchdown passes against only one interception, 
and he went over the 300-yard mark twice and 
the 400-yard mark once. It should be noted, how- 
ever, that only one of those five teams made the 
playoffs (Washington, which held him to 168 
yards). 

Good lasting impression or not, expect the 
49ers to draft a quarterback—they'd love 
Marshall's Chad Pennington or Louisville's Chris 
Redman, if either is available at pick No. 12 or 24. 


5.0 


Running Backs 


Part of what would make the loss of Steve 
Young so devastating was that the 49ers were 
already without their featured running back, 
Garrison Hearst. Hearst, who had put together 
back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons, broke his ankle 
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Wide Receiver TERRELL OWENS 


in the NFC Divisional Playoff Game against 
Atlanta. It was a horrible ending to a season that 
saw him set a new franchise single-season rush- 
ing record, with 1,570 yards, and three of the top 
10 best single-game rushing marks. 

Hearst missed all of 1999 and is still in the 
rehab stage. But he attended the 49ers summer 
mini-camp, where he took some handoffs, and he 
still holds hope of playing this season, 

Enter Charlie Garner. After five years in 
Philadelphia, Garner left the City of Brotherly 
Love, signing a free-agent contract with the 49ers 
two weeks before training camp opened. He pro- 
ceeded to finish third in the entire NFL in total 
yardage, gaining 1,764 yards. 

Garner, whose best rushing year in Philly was 
588 yards, set career highs in rushing yards 
(1,200), carries (232), receptions (56, second to 
Jerry Rice), receiving yards (535, also second to 
Rice) and touchdowns (6). If Niner fans are 
wondering what he'll do for an encore, they 
should know he signed a one-year deal last year 
and thus will be playing for a new contract, 

Travis Jervey, who signed with the Niners 
prior to the start of the 1998 season, has great 
speed and great hands and would make a potent 
1-2 punch with Garner if he could stay healthy, 
He has appeared in only 15 games since signing 
with San Francisco. 

Versatile Fred Beasley is a solid blocker with 
good hands and deceptive speed. Beasley was sec- 
ond to Garner, with 276 rushing yards, but is 
good in short-yardage bursts and in the red zone, 
as he tied Garner for rushing touchdowns with 
four. 


STO «0 | 
fensive Line 


Shoring up the defensive line was one of the 
priorities following the 1998 season, when the 
Niners finished tied for ninth in rushing defense, 
29th against the pass and 23rd overall. Following 
this season, it still is. 

The unit finished 15th against the rush, sur- 
rendering 101.2 yards per game, and failed to 
register a consistently effective pass rush, 

The leader of the defensive line is Bryant 


Young. The six-year veteran was inspirational in 
his comeback from a serious leg injury in 1998. 
He was second on the unit in tackles with 38 (35 
solo) and was the 49ers’ pass rush, recording 11 
of the team’s 32 sacks. He got stronger at the end 
of the season, recording seven sacks over the 
final seven games. 

Junior Bryant led the unit in tackles with 43 
(33, 10) and also recorded 4.5 sacks, He was 
important enough for the Niners to re-sign dur- 
ing the offseason. 

After Young and Bryant, however, only leg- 
endary sack master Charles Haley (3.0), now 
retired, and second-year free agent Jeff Posey, 
who also played some linebacker, could register 
more than one sack on the defensive line, 

A pair of ’98 free-agent signees, Brentson 
Buckner (37, 24), a solid run-stopper, and Gabe 
Wilkins, who is versatile enough to play defen- 
sive tackle or end (24, 18), fill out the defensive 
line. Both need to bounce back after lackluster 
seasons. 

Although the Niners might draft a pass-rusher, 
it’s not a priority, as the team drafted two defen- 
sive ends last season, picking Reggie McGrew out 
of Florida with their first pick and Chike Okeafor 
in the third round. McGrew spent the entire sea- 
son on IR after tearing a ligament in his right 
elbow, and Okeafor contributed 14 tackles. 
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If there was a strength on the defense, it was 
at linebacker, but their production was far below 
49ers’ standards. Not a deep unit to begin with, 
they'll have to overcome the loss of a key contrib- 
utor, as Lee Woodall was released in a cost-cut- 
ting maneuver before the season. 

The leader of the corps is right-side linebacker 
Ken Norton, who begins his 13th season in the 
NFL. One of the premier run-stoppers in the 
game, Norton holds the 49ers’ single-season 
record for tackles (165). He led the team in tack- 
les for the sixth straight season but saw his 
streak of 100-tackle seasons end at four, when he 
recorded 98 (72 solo), 

Seven-year veteran Winfred Tubbs begins his 
second year in the middle for San Francisco. 
Signed as a free agent two years ago, Tubbs made 
78 tackles (63 solo), which was good for second 
on the team, but is his lowest total since 1995, 
when he played in only seven games, He, too, 
failed to extend his streak of 100-tackle seasons, 
which stood at three. 

The biggest problem facing this group is find- 
ing someone to play the left side. Woodall was a 
six-year veteran and ‘97 All-Pro linebacker who 
was third on the team in tackles with 62 and led 
the linebacking corps with 2.5 sacks. 

Among the candidates to replace him is Jeff 
Posey, who was a valuable swingman between 
defensive line and linebacker. 

Also look for San Francisco to use one of their 
10 draft picks ona linebacker. 
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Defensive Backs 


The rest of their draft picks may go to finding 
cornerbacks. The 49ers were dead last in pass 
defense (254.3 yards per game), which led direct- 
ly to their giving up 28,3 points per game, which 
was second-worst in the NFL. Opponents moved 
the ball at will through the air, completing over 
60 percent of their passes, 

“Last year, we got decimated with the deep 
pass. We'd play reasonably well and then a deep 
pass would destroy us,” said Walsh. “I think we 
had nine touchdown passes thrown in two 


games because our cornerbacks just couldn’t 
hold up, 

“But I think our safeties will be better, with 
Lance Schulters, a Pro Bowl safety, and Pierce 
Prioleau. Both look like very fine young players,” 
Walsh added. 

Schulters, a second-year pro, impressed with 
his hard-hitting, his support on run defense, and 
improving pass coverage. He unseated perennial 
Pro Bowler Merton Hanks at free safety and led 
the team in interceptions with six, returning one 
64 vards for a score. 

The aerial onslaught also led to the departure 
of another name very familiar to Bay Area fans, 
strong safety Tim McDonald. Three-year veteran 
Zack Bronson takes over McDonald’s strong- 
safety spot. 

One player who distinguished himself in the 
Chinese Firedrill at cornerback was rookie 
Pierson Prioleau. A fourth-round draft pick, 
Prioleau had a fine rookie year at right corner, 
making 39 tackles, 

The Niners are hoping fellow fourth-rounder 
Anthony Parker, who’s coming off a knee 
injury, can take over the other corner. 
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Special Teams 

Place-kicker Wade Richey had a superb 
sophomore season. Following his disappointing 
18 of 27 on field-goal attempts in 1998, last sea- 
son he missed only two of his 23 attempts (91.3 
percent accuracy), and he hit a career-long 52- 
varder. 

There is less to cheer about when it comes to 
the punting game. Rookie Chad Stanley, who led 
the nation in punting as an All-American at 
Stephen F, Austin, averaged only 39.7 yards per 
kick (fifth-lowest) and his kicks netted only 30.7 
(second-lowest). He also was tied for the NFL 
lead by having two punts blocked. On the bright 
side, he boomed a 70-yarder for his longest kick 
of the year and was particularly good at dropping 
the ball inside the opponent’s 20, doing so 20 
times, 

The 49ers used the tandem of 1998 first- 
round draft pick R.W. McQuarters and free- 
agent signee, Roell Preston as their main kick 
returners. Neither was very effective. 

McQuarters, who also filled in at cornerback, 
averaged 21.8 yards per kickoff return, with a 
long of 37, and returned 18 punts for 89 yards 
(5.0 per return) with a long of 32. 
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| PLAYER POS HT WT tN. PLAYER” POS BORN 
Pat Barnes QB 6-3 215 2/23/1975 Tyrone Hopson ‘3 B2 305 5/28/1976 
Fred Beasley RB 6-1 235 «= 9/18/1974 _— Terry Jackson RB 6-1 «218 ~=— 1/10/1976 
Shonn Bell TE 6-5 257 10/25/1974 Travis Jervey RB 6-1 = 222 5/5/1972 
Zack Bronson DB 6-1 195 1/28/1974 John Keith DB 6-0 210 
Ray Brown T 6-5 318 12/12/1962 Randy Kirk LB 6-2) 232 ~=—-:12/27/1964 
Jimmy Brumbaugh NT 6-1 288 12/9/1976 Dwayne Ledford T 6-3 295 11/2/1976 
Junior Bryant DE 6-4 278 1/16/1971 BenLynch C 6-4 295 11/18/1972 
Brentsson Buckner DE 6-2 305 9/30/1971 Ramos McDonald DB 5-11 194 4/30/1976 
GiovanniCarmazzi QB 6-3 220 4/14/1977 Reggie McGrew OT 6-1 301 = 12/16/1976 
Greg Clark TE 6-4 251 4/1/1972 R.W. McQuarters DB 5-9 198 12/21/1976 
Chris Dalman G 6-3 297 3/15/1970 John Milem DE 6-7 309 
Joe Dean Davenport TE 6-5 268 10/29/1976 MontyMontgomery OB 5-11 197 12/8/1973 
Derrick Deese G7 6-3 289 5/17/1970 Jeremy Newberry G 6-5 315 3/23/1976 
Dan Dercher T 6-5 293 6/2/1976 Craig Newsome DB 6-1 «188 = 8/10/1971 
Terrence Dupree TE 6-3 252 11/9/1977 Ronnie Nicks LB 6-0 «240 = =©12/18/1977 
John Engelberger DE 6-4 269 10/18/1976 Ken Norton LB. 6-2) «254 = (9/29/1966 
Chafie Fields WR 6-1 =199 2/4/1977‘ Chike Okeafor LB 6-4 «248 )=—( 3/27/1976 
Dave Fiore T 6-4 290 8/10/1974 Phil Ostrowski G 6-4 291 9/23/1975 
Jeff Garcia QB 6-1 195 2/24/1970 Terrell Qwens WR 6-3 217 = 12/7/1973 
Charlie Garner RB 5-9 187 2/13/1972 = Anthony Parker DB 6-1 200 8 §=©12/4/1975 
Mark Harris WR 6-4 201 4/28/1970 Julian Peterson 1B 6-4 «6235 «= 7/28/1978 
Garrison Hearst RB 5-11 215 1/4/1971 Ahmed Plummer OB 6-0 191 3/26/1976 


Preston averaged 19.8 yards per kick on his 
18 returns, with a long of 58 yards, while he 
returned 12 punts for 71 yards (5.9 per return). 

Travis Jervey may see more action returning 
kicks, as he returned six last year for 138 yards, 
an average of 24.3 yards per kick. 
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About the most fun San Francisco coach Steve 
Mariucci had during the offseason was watching 
his best friend, Michigan State head basketball 
coach Tom Izzo, win the NCAA Championship. 
About the only fun the rest of the organization 
had was watching Mariucci watch Izzo. 

The offseason was full of drama. starting with 
the death of longtime offensive line coach Bobb 
McKittrick, who succombed to cancer on March 
15 after bravely battling for 16 months. 

Shortly thereafter, came the change in owner- 
ship, as Edward DeBartolo Jr. was forced to sell 
his ownership to his sister, Denise DeBartolo 
York, because of his shady relationship with for- 
mer Louisiana Governor Edwin Edwards, who is 
facing racketeering charges. 

But things would get worse, as the mystery of 
the Niners salary cap magic was revealed. They 
were found guilty of illegally circumventing it on 
contracts for quarterbacks Steve Young and Jim 
Druckenmiller and tight end Brent Jones, which 
could lead to the team's having to forfeit draft 
picks. 

Then there’s the drastic cost-cutting, which 
has already cost the team starting lineback Lee 
Woodall and possibly Jerry Rice. 

And nobody but Steve Young knows what 
he’s going to do about coming back. If he decides 
he wants to play, there is the question of 
whether the team wants to be responsible for his 
hefty salary. That’s not even considering 
whether they want to be responsible for his tak- 
ing a hit that could lead to serious brain damage, 

While trying to settle all this, there is the 
draft, in which the team has 10 picks. 

“In recent years, because of parity known as 
the age of free agency, teams can be outstanding 
one year and just average the next or vice versa,” 
said Walsh, adding, “I think our team certainly 
will be in contention. I think people are under- 
rating what to expect from us. So we're very 
anxious to get going again.” 

Anything to talk only about football. 
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Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 

Oct. 8 

Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
10 Nov.5 

11 Nov. 12 
12 Nov. 19 
13 Nov. 26 
14 ~Dec.3 

Dec. 10 
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r atlanta Falcons 
Carolina Panthers 
at St. Louis Rams 
at Dallas Cowboys 
Arizona Cardinals 
Oakland Raiders 
at Green Bay Packers 
at Carolina Panthers 
St. Louis Rams 

at New Orleans Saints 
Kansas City Chiefs 
Atlanta Falcons 

Bye Week 

at San Diego Chargers 
New Orleans Saints 
Chicago Bears 


Left Tackle BRYANT YOUNG 
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Jeff Posey DE 6-4 240 8/14/1975 Ie 
Roell Preston WR 5-10 185 6/23/1972 
Pierson Prioleau DB 5-10 191 8/6/1977 
Tim Rattay QB 6-1 200 3/15/1977 | 
Jerry Rice WR 6-2 196 10/13/1962 Fe ' 
Wade Richey K 6-4 200 5/19/1976 i 
David Richie NT/OT 6-4 280 9/26/1973 ER 
Ryan Roques DB 5-10 18) 8/5/1977 & 
Lance Schulters OB 6-2 195 5/27/1975 
Paul Smith RB 5-10 234 ~=—-:1/31/1978 
Chad Stanley P 6-3 205 1/29/1976 
JJ. Stokes WR 6-4 217 = 10/6/1972 

Tai Streets WR 6-1 193 = 4/20/1977 
Justi Swift TE 6-3 265 8/14/1975 
Jason Tenner OT 6-5 275 8/17/1977 
Winfred Tubbs (B 6-4 «6254 «= 9/24/1970 

Jeff Ulbrich LB 6-0) 245 

Jason Webster OB 5-9 178 

Joe Wesley LB 6-1) «= 229~—s:11/10/1976 
Gabe Wilkins DE 6-5 305 9/1/1971 
Bryant Young 291 1/27/1972 
Steve Young 215 = 10/11/1961 
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1999 Team Statistics 
OFFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME DEFENSIVE AVG. PER GAME 


311.4 105.6 205.8 163 | 3324 1109 2215 27.1 


19 18 20(T) 20 21 28 


Tight End CAMERON CLEELAND 


MOCCIen ZO00 Tine 
___ OFFENSE DEFENSE 
o// Jake Reed (4) > Darren Howard (R) 
- Willie Roat (8) - La’Roi Glover (5) 
© Tom Ackerman (5) -)) Norman Hand (6) 
_ Wally Williams (8) Joe Johnson (7) 
© Chris Naeole (4) - Keith Mitchell (4) 
_\) Kyle Turley (3) Chris Bordano (3) 
415) Cam Cleeland (3) Mark Fields (6) 
Joe Horn (5) '. Fred Weary (3) 
J Jeff Blake (9) Alex Molden (5) 
«Ricky Williams (2) Sammy Knight (4) 
-) Terrelle Smith (R) | Rob Kelly (4) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
~ Doug Brien (7) Chad Morton (R) 
Toby Gowin (4) Chad Morton (R) 
HEAD GU ACH 
JIM HASLETT 


SHAUN): 
LOUISIANA SUPERDOME (70,054 cap.) 
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New Orleans SAINTS 


New faces, new era in New Orleans? 


When the Saints pulled the trigger on the 
unprecedented trade of their entire 1999 draft— 
and first- and third-round picks in 2000—to get 
the No. 5 overall pick and assure themselves 
Heisman Trophy winner Ricky Williams, some 
considered it the ultimate show of bravado, 
Others thought of it as the ultimate publicity 
stunt. 

Having led the team to back-to-back 6-10 


records, team president/general manager/chief 


operating officer Bill Kuharich and head coach 
Mike Ditka went for broke, believing a star-quali- 
ty back like Williams was all the team needed to 
get to the next level, Instead, their gambit broke 
the team. Williams was hampered by injuries 
throughout the season and never hit his stride, 
The Saints’ defensive leader, right defensive end 


Joe Johnson, injured his right knee in training 


camp and missed the entire season, In Week 
Three, quarterback Billy Joe Hobert went down 
with a pinched nerve. Though he did come back, 
he wasn’t the same, and the other Saints quarter- 
backs, Billy Joe Tolliver, Danny Wuerffel and 


Jake Delhomme—a Week 16 shocker over Dallas 


notwithstanding—didn’t get the job done, 

Yet, after seven games, the Saints easily could 
have been 6-1 had they not blown five fourth- 
quarter leads. Three of the losses were in gut- 
wrenching style. An interception returned for a 
touchdown were the winning points for San 
Francisco, the worst pass-defending team in the 
NFL. Against Chicago, the Saints passed on a field 
goal from the Bears’ 21, failed on the ensuing 
fourth-and-one play, then surrendered two touch- 
downs in the final 1:48 to lose 14-10. But they 
saved their worst for Halloween, when, in front 
of the Superdome crowd, they were burned on a 
56-yard Hail Mary on the game’s final play to 
allow the winless Cleveland Browns to get their 
first victory. 

From that point on, the Saints lost six of their 
next seven, giving up at least 30 points in each 
loss and coming no closer than 15 points, After 
the 31-24 upset over Dallas, the team simply gave 
up against Carolina, 

The 3-13 record was the second-worst in team 
history and ended with the lackluster effort in 
Carolina that resulted in a 45-13 loss, 

For team owner Tom Benson, that loss—plus 
attendence being the second-lowest in 13 years— 
was the last straw. Three days later, he cleaned 
house, firing Kuharich, Ditka, the entire coaching 
staff and many other personnel—even the team 
trainer of 31 years, Dean Kleinschmidt, 
Determined to start over, Benson hired Randy 
Mueller, then vice president of football operations 
in Seattle, as his general manager. Mueller’s first 
move was to hire Pittsburgh's—and former 
Saints’—defensive coordinator Jim Haslett as 
head coach. 

“I want to try to create the atmosphere around 
here of passion. People that will not accept losing,” 
Mueller said. “I want people that are outward 
thinkers, not necessarily traditional thinkers. The 
way the football business is run nowadays, you 
need people to think progressively, not react to 
things, but be out front. And I think Jim gives us 
that guy in the head coach's role. 

Mueller and Haslett took steps to overhaul the 
Saints’ anemic offense, which managed a mere 
16.2 points per game (29th in the NFL), and pass- 
ing game, which averaged 205.8 yards per game 
(21st). They started by bringing the quarterback 
carousel to a stop, signing Cincinnati Bengals’ 
free-agent quarterback Jeff Blake. They then gave 


Blake receivers to throw to, signing Kansas City 
speedster Joe Horn, Minnesota free-agent wide 
receiver Jake Reed and Vikings’ castoff tight end 
Andrew Glover. 

The defense wasn’t much better, allowing 
332.4 yards (20th) and 27.1 points (28th) per 
game, The Saints took steps to improve the 20th- 
ranked rushing defense (110.9 ypg), signing San 
Diego's gigantic (he's listed at 6-3, 313) run-stop- 
per Norman Hand to a four-year deal. Johnson's 
return should improve the pass rush, but the loss 
of free-agent cornerback Ashley Ambrose hurts a 
secondary that ranked 21st in pass defense (221.5 
ypg) last season. 

“This [rebuilding job] is going to take time,” 
Haslett said. “It’s going to take three years to get 
this team back into contention. We've got a long 
way to go,” 


Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 


While the Saints’ passing attack was impeded 
by having four different throwers, it also was hurt 
by the lack of a true big-play receiver. Though 
Eddie Kennison set a career high with 61 catches 
(including a 90-yard TD) last season, for a team- 
high 835 yards, he averaged a career-low 13.7 
yards per catch and was traded to Chicago. 

To emphasize their commitment to more of a 
vertical passing game, the Saints went out and 
signed Kansas City free-agent speedster Joe Horn 
and Minnesota’s Jake Reed. 

Horn caught 35 passes for 586 yards (16.7), 
with 6 TDs, but Haslett feels he was not utilized 
enough by the Chiefs. “He probably hasn’t gotten 
as much of an opportunity as he deserves. We're 
fixing to rectify that,” said Haslett. 

If he doesn’t, Reed can. The seven-year veteran 
caught 44 passes for 643 yards (14.6 yards per 
catch) and two touchdowns last season in 
Minnesota, where he served mainly as the third 
option, 

Fourth-year pro Keith Poole (42, 796, 6) is a 
dangerous possession receiver who led the Saints 
with 19.0 yards per catch average. At tight end, 
injuries slowed third-year pro Cam Cleeland and 
limited him to 26 receptions and 325 yards in 11 
games. 

As insurance and incentive to Cleeland, the 
Saints signed another Viking free agent, Andrew 
Glover, The 10-year veteran, nicknamed 
“Pancho” (28, 327, 1), adds versatility. “Pancho is 
a quality tight end. I think he’s going to be a great 
fit,” said Haslett. 
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One area the Saints felt no need to improve 
was the offensive line. 

The pass protection, while not tops in the 
league, certainly was improved. Saints quarter- 
backs were sacked 41 times last season, down 
from 57 in 1998. 

The anchor of the line is left tackle Willie Roaf. 
Roaf (6-5, 312) was the Saints’ first pick in the 
1993 Draft (eighth overall) and is a unique combi- 
nation of speed, power and strength. Durable and 
practically unbeatable, he is a perennial All-Pro, 
setting a team record by playing in his sixth 
straight Pro Bowl last January. The six appear- 
ances ties LB Rickey Jackson and PK Morten 
Andersen for most appearances by a Saint, 

Playing next to Roaf is versatile fifth-year 


guard Tom Ackerman. The 6-4, 290-pounder re- 
signed with the Saints this past off-season after 
starting eight games at left guard. He also played 
some center and right guard. 

Beginning his eighth NFL season, center Wally 
Williams (6-2, 321) must come back from his 
neck and herniated-disk problems that limited 
him to six games last season. If he can’t go, 
durable 12th-year pro Jerry Fontenot will take 
over at center. 

The right side of the line is solid, led by a pair 
of first-round draft picks, fourth-year guard Chris 
Naeole and third-year tackle Kyle Turley. 

Naeole (6-3, 313), selected 10th overall in 
1997, is a superb trap blocker with great speed to 
complement his strength. 

Turley (6-5, 300) was the seventh overall pick in 
the 1998 Draft. Versatility is his forte, as he has 
played at both tackle positions as well as left guard. 
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Quarterbacks 


When asked what he was looking for in a quar- 
terback, new Saints coach Jim Haslett said, “I'd 
like to have a quarterback that can run, throw 
deep, throw accurate passes, 6-4 and 230 pounds, 
but I don’t know if you can get all that.” 

Size notwithstanding, the Saints pretty much 
did in free agent signee Jeff Blake. The strong- 
armed Blake has proved he can throw the ball 
downfield and, playing in Cincinnati, proved that 
he can run, often having to do so for his life. 

Blake, who completed 215 of 389 passes for 
2,670 yards, with 16 TDs against 12 INTs, lost 
his starting spot to rookie Akili Smith. The Saints 
hope that Blake, assured the starter’s spot, can 
recapture his Pro Bowl form of 1995 (3,822 yards, 
28 touchdowns vs. 17 picks) and 1996 (3,624 
yards, 24 touchdowns vs. 14 INTs). He won't 
have to worry about looking over his shoulder in 
New Orleans. Two of the four quarterbacks used 
last season, Billy Joe Hobert and Danny Wuerffel, 
were cut. (Wuerffel is playing in NFL Europe.) 

Billy Joe Tolliver and Jake Delhomme will bat- 
tle with sixth-round draft pick Mark Bulger (West 
Virginia) for backup. 

Tolliver, beginning his 10th NFL season, led 
the Saints with 1,916 yards (132-268) and seven 
touchdowns, but he also threw 16 interceptions. 

Delhomme, who shocked the world, not to 
mention the Dallas Cowboys (16-27, 278, 2 TDs), 
will serve as the emergency third starter. 
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Running Backs 


To say Ricky Williams is under the gun is like 
saying Mike Ditka liked being on camera. 

Williams led the Saints in rushing last season, 
with 884 yards, but it took him 253 carries to do 
it, a paltry 3.5 yards per rush. Of course, the fact 
that he was even in the lineup was remarkable. 

An ankle injury suffered on one of his first car- 
ries in the first exhibition game, an elbow injury 
and finally a toe injury conspired against him, as 
did the pressure to prove that he was the impact 
player worth surrendering eight draft picks over 
two years for. 

The Saints believe Williams is capable of being 
4 cornerstone, it’s just a matter of healing physi- 
cally and, more important, mentally. 

“I truly believe that. Ricky needs to grow up 
some, obviously. And I told him that today,” said 
Haslett in response to Williams’ getting arrested 
for not signing a speeding ticket. “He’s going to be 
a heck of a football player, he really is.” 

Williams must also get back in the good graces 
of Haslett, and his offensive linemen, both of 
whom he criticized in Sports Illustrated. He also 
fired his agent and hired Leigh Steinberg, who is 


already talking about renegotiating his contract— 
one not as heavily based on reaching incentives. 

Veterans Lamar Smith, the team’s second-lead- 
ing rusher (60, 205, 3.5 ype), and Troy Davis 
were let go in cost-cutting measures, leaving third- 
year pro Wilmont Perry (48, 180) as the main 
backup to Williams. Perry is solidly built in the 
same mold as Williams (6-1, 235) and has great 
acceleration. 

Fourth-round pick Terrelle Smith (96th over- 
all, Arizona State) is the tremendous lead blocker 
Ricky Williams needed last season. “There’s no 
question Terrelle’s a better blocker than anyone 
we have on our roster right now,” said running 
backs coach Dave Atkins. 
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As you'd expect with a defense that was 20th 
against the run (110.9 yards per game), 20th over- 
all (322.4 ypg) and 28th in points allowed (27.1), 
the plethora of problems began up front. 

The downward spiral started in training camp, 
when six-year veteran Joe Johnson tore the petel- 
lar tendon in his right knee, causing him to miss 
the entire season. The Saints never forged any 
kind of pass rush in his absence. Johnson, who 
has compiled 23 sacks over the past three seasons 
and made 70 tackles in 1998, will be back for his 
seventh season, but his effectiveness following 
knee and back surgery is uncertain. 

At left end, the Saints are excited about their 
first pick in the 2000 draft, Darren Howard, The 
6-3, 281-pounder from Kansas State has superior 
quickness but does not sellout against the run. 

Jared Tomich, a second-round pick in 1997, 
will compete with Howard. Tomich played eight 
games at left end, recording three sacks, but is 
coming off ankle surgery. 

The interior of the line also got a big helping 
hand in the off-season—free agent Norman Hand. 

The sixth-year defensive tackle is one of the 
NFL’s premier run-stoppers—he recorded a 
career-high 55 tackles and added 4.0 sacks last 
season—and makes a perfect replacement for 
Wayne Martin, who called it quits after 11 sea- 
sons on the Bayou. 

“Norman gives us a guy that is 325 pounds. He 
really does a great job,” said Haslett. “He'll push 
the pocket on the pass, stop the run, tie up two 
guys, and kind of let La’Roi [Glover] free himself 
up a little bit.” 

Glover, a fourth-year pro, set career highs in 
tackles (61, 46 solo) and added 8 sacks. He's 
fourth among all NFL players in sacks over the 
past two seasons (18.5). 

The Saints like their depth on the line with 
third-year defensive end Uhuru Hamiter and sec- 
ond-year converted linebacker Willie Whitehead 
(36 tackles, 7.0 sacks). 
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At his introductory press conference, lineback- 
ers coach John Bunting was asked what he liked 
in a linebacker. “I know I like to have speed. I 
know that tackling is the most important thing 
that a linebacker can do. Blitzing is next. Does he 
have the speed, quickness, and hands to be a good 
blitzer? You have to blitz in this league to win.” 

Bunting should like the Saints’ starting line- 
backers. They're small but quick, kind of like the 
group he left in St. Louis. What separates the 
Saints’ backers from the Rams is lack of NFL 
experience—as outside linebacker Mark Fields is 
the elder statesman and he’s only played in the 
league five years. 

Keith Mitchell led the team in tackles for the 
second straight season and again made over 100 


tackles (106, 78 solo). Originally a middle line- 
backer, Mitchell was moved outside to take 
advantage of his pass-defense skills. He recorded 
3.5 sacks last season. Mitchell's also solid in pass 
coverage, picking off three passes. 

Hard-hitting Chris Bordano took over at mid- 
dle linebacker for Kevin Mitchell the second half 
of the 1998 season and has been impossible to 
move. In fact, the Saints found it easier to move 
Mitchell, who was cut during the off-season. The 
smallest of the starters (6-1, 248), Bordano racked 
up a career-high 61 tackles (40 solo) last season. 

Fields, built along the same lines as Mitchell— 
they’re both 6-2, Mitchell weighs 245 to Fields’ 
244—shares Mitchell’s knack of being around the 
ball. He was second among Saints linebackers 
with 79 tackles (61 solo), recorded 4,0 sacks and 
two interceptions. 

The Saints were hoping to add some depth at 
linebacker in the draft, but were left out—a com- 
mon occurance for them in this year’s draft. 

They were able to add Charlie Clemons, who 
made 45 tackles (38 solo) and recorded three 
sacks for the Rams, but even he's only played four 
years. At 6-2, 255, Clemons has good speed and 
can also help out on special teams. 


5.0 


Defensive Backs 


The concern over the secondary is understand- 
able. New Orleans was 21st in the NFL in pass 
defense last season (221.5 ypg). And that was 
before losing free-agent cornerback—and 
arguably its best defensive player last season— 
Ashley Ambrose to Atlanta. 

The Saints also cut ineffective free safety 
Willie Clay, whose moniker “Big Play” better 
described opponents’ results against him. 

In the wake of the on-field destruction and off- 
field defections, the Saints retain two starters 
from last season, right corner Fred Weary, the 
leading returning interceptor (2), and strong safe- 
ty Sammy Knight, the unit’s leading tackler (104, 
78), who's really more comfortable at free safety. 
Alex Molden is slated to start at left corner, while 
Rob Kelly gets the nod at free safety. ‘ 

Together, the foursome accounted for five 
interceptions last season. Ambrose grabbed six. 

The group wasn’t exactly a big-play catalyst, 
either, Of the 19 interceptions (two fewer than in 
1998), the secondary—including Ambrose—not 
only failed to return any of them for touchdowns 
(they had five the season before), but they aver- 
aged only 7.3 yards per return on interceptions 
(down from 22.3 yards in ’98). 

The Saints hoped they could come out of the 
Draft with at least one potential starter, maybe 
more, but by the time they chose, the corners they 
wanted were gone. They drafted only one, Purdue 
cornerback Michacl Hawthorne, who was slowed 
by a stress fracture in his back and a hamstring 
injury last year. 

Former New England Patriot Steve Israel, com- 
ing off his most productive season (56 tackles), 
signed to a three-year deal shortly after the draft 
and adds veteran leadership, 

Defensive coordinator Ron Zook said the 
Saints may use more zone coverage to help the 
inexperienced secondary. 

“Your system has to be flexible enough that if 
you got some areas that you're not as strong as 
you'd like to be, you can kind of protect these 
guys,” said Zook. 


TT 2 | 
Special Teams 


Kicker Doug Brien had an off-year from in 
close, missing two field-goal attempts from inside 
the 30, and an extra point, neither of which he’d 
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WK DATE OPPONENT TIME 


1 Sept.3 —_— Detroit Lions 1:00 p.m. 
2 = Sept.10 at San Diego Chargers 4:15 p.m. 
3 Sept.17 at Seattle Seahawks 4:15 p.m. 
4 Sept.24 Philadelphia Eagles 1:00 p.m. 
5 = Oct.1 Bye Week 

6 Oct.8 at Chicago Bears 1:00 p.m. 
7 = Oct.15 Carolina Panthers 1:00 p.m. 
8 Oct.22 atAtlanta Falcons 1:00 p.m. 
9 Oct.29  atArizona Cardinals 4:05 p.m. 
10 Nov.5 San Francisco 49ers 1:00 p.m. 
11 Nov.12 at Carolina Panthers 1:00 p.m. 
12 Nov.19 Oakland Raiders 1:00 p.m. 
13° Nov.26 at St. Louis Rams 1:00 p.m. 
14 Dec.3 Denver Broncos 1:00 p.m. 
15 Dec.10 atSan Francisco 49ers 4:15 p.m. 
16 Dec.17 Atlanta Falcons 1:00 p.m. 
17 Dec.24 — St. Louis Rams 1:00 p.m. 


SRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 


Running Back RICKY WILLIAMS 


PLAYER POS 


3 


WT BORN 


Tom Ackerman G 6-3 296 9/6/1972 

Ink Aleaga LB 6-1 251 4/4/1973 

Brett Bech WR 6-1 201 8/20/1971 

Jeff Blake QB 6-1 210 12/4/1970 

Robert Brannon OT 6-2 293 9/9/1978 

” Doug Brien K 6-1 180 11/24/1970 
p75) Jamal Brooks LB 6-2) 236 )~——«11/9/1976 
'— fe) Cuncho Brown TE 6-4 272 11/2/1976 
i) Marc Bulger QB 6-3 210 4/5/1977 
5-9) Justin Burroughs C 6-3 288 5/22/1976 
J] Amp Campbell DB 6-0 200 9/4/1975 
(J- Yom Phil Clarke LB 6-1 «241~—1/19/1977 
Willie Clay OB 5-10 200 9/5/1970 

= Cameron Cleeland TE 6-4 272 8/15/1975 
(-C Jes) Charlie Clemons (B 6-2 255 1/4/1972 
=_— DJ. Cooper DT 6-3 283 4/19/1976 
—) Aaron Craver RB 6-1 232 12/18/1968 
Troy Davis RB 5-7.) 191 =—-9/14/1975 

= Lawrence Dawsey WR 6-1 198 11/16/1967 
(-C) Jake Delhomme QB 6-2 205 1/10/1975 
4 Pete Destafano DB 6-2 215 4/16/1976 
John Farquhar TE 6-6 278 3/22/1972 

—_ Mark Fields LB 6-2 «244 ~—«11/9/1972 
I) Jerry Fontenot C 6-3 300 11/21/1966 
pf) PJ. Franklin WR 5-10 180 9/28/1977 
= Winfield Garnett DT 6-6 309 7/24/1976 
Desmond Gibson OT 6-4 300 5/25/1977 

e> Sherrod Gideon WR 6-0 176 2/21/1977 
pei) Andrew Glover TE 6-6 249 8/12/1967 
—— La’Roi Glover OT 6-2 285 TAN9T4 
Toby Gowin P 5-10 167 3/30/1975 

Mike Halapin OT 6-5 310 TA/N973 

Uhuru Hamiter DE 6-4 280 3/14/1973 


150 m PREVIEW Soe 


done in his seven-year NFL career. He still made 
24 of 29 attempts and was true from over 50 
yards, hitting both attempts. 

The punting situation wasn’t as solid, so the 
Saints said goodbye to 13-year NFL veteran Tommy 
Barnhardt, who averaged less than 40 yards a kick, 
and signed Dallas free-agent Toby Gowin. Gowin 
averaged 43.2 yards per kick and dropped 24 of his 
81 punts inside the 20. He can also kick off, booting 
five for touchbacks last season, 

Rookie Chad Morton will take over the kick- 
and punt-return duties. The Saints’ third selec- 
tion of the fifth-round (166th overall), Morton is 
the younger brother of Detroit Lions receiver 
Johnny Morton and is fearless despite his slight 5- 
8, 186-pound frame. 

“I’m going to be in that same type of role I've 
always been in my life, having to prove myself,” 
he said at his introductory press conference, “I 
plan on doing that, whether being the gunner on 
the punt team or the return guy.” 

Morton should be a welcome change from 
Eddie Kennison, the Saints’ main punt returner 
last season, who returned 35 punts, for 258 yards, 
but also called 23 fair catches, Dino Philyaw aver- 
aged an unspectacular 22.0 yards per return on 53 
kickoffs last year. 

But most important for the Saints is adding 
depth to fill out the specialty teams. 

“We tried to get some guys who could help us 
speedwise,” Haslett said. “We didn’t want to draft 
a guy unless he can make the team. And if they 
don’t start, they've got to be able to help us on 
special teams.” 

Seventh-round pick (228th overall) Kevin 
Houser, listed as a fullback, takes over deep-snap- 
ping duties, replacing Kendall Gammon, who 
signed with Kansas City. 


4.5 | 


It's year one for a brand-new front office and 


ZUUU NAM HOSICY, 


PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Norman Hand DT 6-3 313 9/4/1972 
Corey Harris DB 5-10 191 11/28/1976 
Michael Hawthorne DB 6-2 196 

Chris Hewitt DB 6-1 210 7/22/1974 
Billy Joe Hobert QB 6-3 230 1/8/1971 
Joe Horn WR 6-1 206 1/16/1972 
Kevin Houser TE 6-2 250 

Darren Howard DE 6-3 272 11/19/1976 
Robert Hunt G 6-2 290 7/22/1975 
Steve Israel DB 5-11 194 3/16/1969 
Willie Jackson WR 6-1 212 = 8/16/1971 
Joe Johnson DE 6-4 270 7/11/1972 
Rob Kelly OB 6-1 199 6/21/1974 
Sammy Knight DB 6-1 205 9/10/1975 
Bryan LaBelle T 6-7 311 4/12/1976 
Bill LaFleur P 5-11 200 2/25/1976 
Marc Lillibridge LB 6-1 «240 3=—-2/18/1972 
Kevin Mathis DB 5-9 181 4/29/74 
Jason McEndoo C 6-5 315 2/25/1975 
Ron Merkerson LB 6-2) 247: ~— 8/30/1975 
Terrence Miles LB 6-0) «205 =—7/17/1977 
Keith Mitchell LB 6-2) «245 )=—7/24/1974 
Alex Molden OB 5-10 190 8/4/1973 
Chad Morton RB 5-7 ‘187 

Chris Naeole G 6-3 313 12/25/1974 
Robert Newkirk DT 6-3 290 3/6/1977 
Chris Oldham DB 5-9 200 10/26/1968 
Darren Perry DB 5-11 199 12/29/1968 
Wilmont Perry RB 6-1 235 2/24/1975 
Dino Philyaw RB 5-10 205 10/30/1970 
Keith Poole WR 6-1 193 6/18/1974 
Carlos Posey DB 5-10 193 3/19/1978 
Marvin Powell RB 6-2 235 6/6/1976 


coaching staff. 

The hiring of Randy Mueller may have raised 
some eyebrows, but it shouldn’t have. Mueller, 
who left Seattle after serving five years as vice 
president of football operations, was instrumental 
in the rebuilding of the Seattle Seahawks. 

Although his plans for the 2000 NFL Draft 
were skewed by no first- or third-round picks, he 
proved he could improvise well and has worked 
hard to fill in the depleted Saints roster. 

Head coach Jim Haslett is a good friend of 
Mueller’s, but is also a proven defensive master- 
mind, who has been in charge of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers defense since 1997, 

Calling the shots on offense is Mike McCarthy. 
a 13-year veteran NFL coach, whose forte is the 
kind of precision-passing game the Rams used so 
successfully last season, 

“Mike has been there and has been an integral 
part of winning teams,” said Haslett of McCarthy. 
“His attention to detail and knowledge of both the 
passing game and the running game make him an 
excellent choice to oversee our offensive game 
planning.” 

Defensive coordinator Ron Zook served under 
Haslett in Pittsburgh as special teams coach from 
1996 through 1998. He also has extensive experi- 
ence working with defensive backs, coaching a 
Kansas City secondary that recorded six of the 
team’s NI'l-leading nine defensive touchdowns, 

Other important hires include linebackers 
coach John Bunting. who was co-defensive coor- 
dinator with the Rams last season; defensive line 
coach Sam Clancy, who played 1] years in the 
NFL and will be making his NFL coaching debut; 
running backs coach Dave Atkins, who worked 
in Minnesota as tight ends coach last season and 
who coached 1,000-yard rusher Leonard Russell 
while in New England in 1993; and offensive line 
coach Jack Henry, who has more than 30 years of 
collegiate and NFL coaching experience, most of 
which have been either as offensive line coach or 
offensive coordinator. 
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PLAYER POS HT WT BORN 
Marcus Price T 6-6 321 3/3/1972 
Chase Raynock T 6-6 305 9/29/1977 
Jake Reed WR 6-3 220 9/28/1967 
Tutan Reyes T 6-3 299 10/28/1977 
Willie Roaf T 6-5 312 4/18/1970 
Anthony Rodgers WR 6-3 190 12/11/1973 
Tom Schau C 6-4 294 12/30/1975 
Scott Slutzker TE 6-4 240 12/20/1972 
Terrelle Smith RB 6-0 246 

Vinson Smith LB 6-2) 247 1/3/1965 
Donnie Spragan LB 6-4 240) T/12/1976 
Leander Stevens WR 6-4 218 12/31/1974 
Daryl Terrell T 6-5 296 1/25/1975 
Ryan Thelwell WR 6-2 188 4/6/1973 
Fred Thomas DB 5-9 172 9/11/1973 
Kevin Thomas OT 6-2 310 3/28/1974 
Billy Joe Tolliver QB 6-1 217 2/1/1966 
Jared Tomich DE 6-2 272 4/24/1974 
Joe Tuipala LB 6-4 240) 9/13/1976 
Kyle Turley T 6-5 300 9/24/1975 
Phillip Ward LB 6-2) -235—«11/11/1974 
Brent Warren G 6-5 338 2/10/1975 
Fred Weary DB 5-10 181 4/12/1974 
Austin Wheatley TE 6-3 254 

Willie Whitehead DE 6-3 285 1/26/1973 
Josh Wilcox TE 6-3 255 6/5/1974 
K.D. Williams LB 6-0) «235 = 4/21/1973 
Ricky Williams RB 5-10 236 5/21/1977 
Robert Williams DB 5-10 182 5/29/1977 
Wally Williams C 6-2 321 2/19/1971 
Robert Wilson WR 5-11 176 6/23/1974 
Troy Wilson DE 6-4 257 11/22/1970 
Danny Wuerffel QB 6-1 «208 = 5/27/1974 
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“ANTAS 


FANTASY FOOTBALL is based on the simple concept of drafting real-life 
NFL players and letting their on-field achievements determine how your fanta- 
sy squad fares. The game's popularity has soared over the past decade; one 
need only type the words "fantasy football" into an Internet search engine to 
see proof of that. 

If you're new to fantasy football, these rules will help you see how it works. 
It’s different from traditional rotisserie baseball in that it’s not based on a sea- 
son-long amassing of statistics. Rather, it’s played week to week, head to head. 
While fantasy baseball sort of resembles a marathon, fantasy football is very 
much a series of sprints, That adds to the fun; you have something to play for 
every week. The basic scoring system we present here is a simple way to get 
started in the game. 

If you're a fantasy veteran looking for some new rules to spice up your 
league, check out our advanced scoring system. It’s slightly more complicated 
than the basic system, at least at first glance, but once you get the hang of it, it 
takes no longer to score a week’s worth of games, and you'll find it far more 
satisfying and rewarding. For one thing, your fantasy scores will look like foot- 
ball scores—20-14, 23-17 instead of the 87-80 NBA-like scores produced by the 
more traditional, basic system. And the advanced system rewards all-around 
performance instead of placing its emphasis almost entirely on touchdowns. 

Both the scoring systems we present here are based on a starting lineup that 
includes a quarterback, two running backs, three receivers, a kicker and a 
defense/special teams. Some leagues add a tight end separate from the 
receivers, but we don’t recommend that. There simply aren’t enough valuable 
tight ends in the league to make it an enjoyable addition to the fantasy game. 
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BASIC SCORING SYSTEM 


Each player on each team is awarded points for various feats. The team 
whose players combine for the most points wins. 


Touchdown rushing or receiving — 6 points 
Touchdown passing — 4 points 


10 yards rushing or receiving — 1 point (that is, a running back 
Sets 1 point for each 10 yards rushing: Rush for 84 yards, get 8 
points, rush for 29 yards, get 2 points, etc.) 

25 yards passing — 1 point 

Sack by defense — 1 point 


Tumover forced by defense — 1 point 


Field goal — 3 points (you can also choose to make field goals 
over a certain distance, say 45 yards, worth 4 or 5 points) 

Safety by defense — 4 points 

Shutout by defense — 10 points 


ADVANCED SCORING SYSTEM 


The two teams are compared in each of the following categories and 


two points are awarded to the team that wins each category. (No points 
are awarded in case of a tie in a category.) 


Quarterback — completions, completion percentage, total yards 


(passing yards plus rushing yards minus 25 yards per intercep- 
tion), touchdowns (rushing and passing) 


Running Back — rushes, yards rushing, catches, yards receiving 
Receiver — catches, yards receiving, yards per catch 

Kicker — points scored 

Defense — yards allowed, tumovers plus sacks 

Total points scored by all players (all field goals, touchdowns, 


“extra points, defensive scores combined) 


IN ADDITION, players can earn bonus points. 
One bonus point is awarded for each of the following feats: 


* 300 total yards by a quarterback 
(BEFORE subtracting for interceptions)* 

¢ 100 yards rushing by a running back* 

* 100 yards receiving by a running back* 

* 100 yards receiving by a receiver* 

@ score by a team’s defense/Special teams (safety, kickoff retum, 

punt retum, interception retum or fumble retum)** 

* ascore from 50 or more yards (as in a 53-yard touchdown pass, 
or a 60-yard TD run or catch, or a fumble retum of 73 yards) 

* afield goal of 45-51 yards (a field goal of 52 or more yards is 
two bonus points) 

* a shutout by a team’s defense 


* The yardage bonus points go up with each 100 yards—that is, two bonus points would 
be awarded for 400 yards from a quarterback or 200 yards from running back or 
receiver, Three bonus points would be awarded for a 500-yard passing game, and so 
on. 


** Scores by kickoff or punt retum are only one bonus point regardiess of distance. This 
because they are almost by definition more than 50 yards. 
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PERHAPS YOU'VE DABBLED IN 


FANTASY FOOTBALL leagues before, | Round upsat 

maybe tried one of those far-flung 

Internet leagues where you submitted least 8 friends 

your draft list and got put in league or co-workers, 

with a bunch of people you didn't i " 

know all across the country. Maybe up to as'many 

you played in someone else’s league as 14 or even 

and tired of the way it was run, 16. Remember, 
And now you're ready for the big i 

time (at least, you think you are). it has to be an 
You want to run your own fantasy even number of 


league. We're here to help. It’s not that 
demanding a process, actually, and you teams. 
can have a lot of fun doing it. 

The first step, of course, is rounding up a group of friends or co- 
workers to participate. You need at least eight, although if you're 
strapped, you could make a league work with six, and you could 
have as many as 14 or even 16, (Be aware, though, that if you have 
16 owners, you're going to need to know the names of a lot of back- 
up running backs.) The only catch is you have to have an even 
number of teams. A head-to-head schedule simply won't work with 
an odd number, Just ask the NFL, which has been reduced to hav- 
ing teams on a bye the first and last weeks of the season because 
they have a ridiculous 31 teams. Houston can’t get in the league 
soon enough. 

The next step is settling on the rules you'll play by. Choose a 
scoring system (luckily for you, we've offered two excellent models 
in this very fantasy guide). 

Set a date for the draft, and then 
draw names out of a slip of paper for 


the draft order. In a brand-new Encourage 
league, you'll need to flip-flop the trading: 

draft order after each round, That is, ling; 

the Round 1 goes 1-12 (or however wheeling and 
many teams you have; you don’t have deali might be 
to stop at 10 if you have 12 teams; h ng fur 

trust us on this one), and Round 2 the most fun 
goes 12-1, Round 3 goes back to 1-12 part of playing 


and so on. It's the only fair way to do 
it aiecies any fantasy 

Ideally, you'll want to all be able to sport, 
be together for the draft. It’s a lot of ; 
fun to see your fellow owners’ faces as 
they pick, to hear the swearing when the player they coveted is 
snatched from under their noses and, of course, to trash talk. 
(You're really taking him? Didn't he retire?) But if your league 
doesn’t consist of people who live in the same dorm, or work 
together, or belong to the same neighborhood association, technolo- 
gy can help. There are plenty of ways to use an Internet chat site or 
instant messaging to hold your draft. It’s not quite as much fun, but 
it gets the job done. Plus, it allows you to recruit league members 
from all across the land. It’s one big happy global fantasy football 
village out there. 

You should set a roster size of 15 or 16 players, which allows 
owners to draft the players they'll need to start and a bench to 
accommodate injuries and bye weeks. 

Some leagues require a certain number 
of players at each position, like three 


quarterbacks, two kickers, five You don't have 
receivers and so on, but you don’t r 
want to do that. It’s a free country: if i play fo 
Tom from across the street wants to money if you 
draft eight running backs, let him. So don’t want to, 
long as he can fill out the starting line- 2 
up each week of a quarterback, two but it does add 
cunning bse ape Srabiuly a kick- some incentive 
er and a defense/special teams. : 

After the draft, there are two ways and keeps things 
to change personnnel—by trade and interesting. 


by free agency. Encourage trading; 
wheeling and dealing might be the 
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UNNING YOUR OWN 


most fun part of playing any fantasy sport. But post a trading dead- 
line, say before Week 12, to keep teams at the bottom of the stand- 
ings from dumping talent to the contenders as the season winds 
down. 

As for free agency, it’s a good idea to set a priority deadline each 
week on Wednesday or Thursday, and require all claims to be in 
before that date. Then process the claims so that the team with the 
worst record gets first shot at the list. This accomplishes two 
things. First, it means the commissioner’s phone won't be ringing 
off the hook on Sunday when somebody gets hurt and a backup 
suddenly becomes valuable. Second, it keeps the top teams from 
also grabbing all the top free agents. After the bottom team to sub- 
mit a claim gets its first choice, the next-worst team gets its choice, 

and so on up the line. It’s like holding a 
mini-draft each week. 

You'll want to set up your schedule 
so that there’s a regular season of 13-15 


wecks followed by playoffs. How long 
Set a date for your playoffs last As to you and how 
the draft and many teams you want to make the post- 
then draw season, If eight teams make it, you'll 
need three weeks of playoffs, leaving 14 
names out of a weeks for the regular season. Some 
leagues shorten their regular season by 
ae Pees a weck so that their fantasy Super Bowl 
. 


doesn’t fall on the NFL’s Week 17, 
when many starters are being rested for 
the “real” playoffs. Again, it's up to 
you. 

One option your league will have is whether you want to make it 
a "keeper" league, sometimes called a perpetual league. In such a 
league, teams keep anywhere from three to eight players from sea- 
son to season. This adds continuity to a league, and allows owners 
to build a team for the future. It can make rookies and young play- 
ers more valuable. But if you're going in this direction, two bits of 
advice: 1. Make sure you're going to have a core group of owners 
who are willing to stick with the league. 2. Decide on how many 
players each team will keep early, such as at this year’s draft, and 
stick to it. It has a huge effect on how teams trade and deal through- 
out the season, and it’s not fair to change the rules mid-horse, or 
change the stream mid-season... hey, you get the idea. 

If you do have a keeper league, it can encourage trading by mak- 
ing draft picks available for deals. Just 
have a rule against trading picks 
beyond the next draft or two; other- 
wise, some clown will deal away first- 


Set up your rounders through 2009 and then quit 
schedule sothat ‘he league. r 
a Be aware that as commissioner, 
there's a regular you're inevitably going to face some 
season of controversy. Some loophole in the rules 
will arise, or somebody will claim 
13-15 weeks something wasn't fair. It’s an inevitable 
followed by the ewe ad playing gee aetna 
- ut a guy in charge of a whole team, 
playoffs. even a fantasy one, and he thinks he’s 


Al Davis. Just put on your patient face 
and try to be as fair as you can, 

The biggest headache for a commissioner is scoring the games 
each week, Expect to spend about two hours doing it. If you don’t 
have time, there are lots of Internet sites that will do it for you, 
some free, some at a cost. Just be aware that you give up a lot of 
control, and you might be stuck with the rules of the Web site, like 
‘em or not. 

Most fantasy leagues are run for money, with teams paying an 
entry fee and sometimes a small amount per trade or free agent 
transaction into a prize pool that's distributed to the winners at the 
end of the season. You don’t have to play for money if you don’t 
want to, but it does add some incentive and keeps things interest- 
ing. Just don’t make it so much that it takes the fun out of the 
league. That, after all, is why you got into this in the first place: It’s 
supposed to be fun, Don’t take it too seriously. Enjoy the season! 


IF THE QUARTERBACK is the single most 
important player on your roster (and he is), then 
Peyton Manning must be the MVP of most fan- 
tasy leagues. At age 24, Manning is the best in 
the business at the position, having cut his inter- 
ceptions nearly in half during his second pro sea- 
son. With the Colts’ young offense around him, 


things will only get better. ... His miracle season 
over, St. Louis’ Kurt Warner now must show 
what he can do for a follow-up. His team might 
win another Super Bowl, but we don’t expect 
another 41 TDs out of the former Arena League 
star, ... Injuries sacked Mark Brunell and Brett 
Favre last season, but they should be better off 
this year, Brunell’s injury situation has become a 
yearly problem, so keep an eye on him, Favre's 
bad right thumb has had an offseason to 
improve, so he should return to his 30-TD pace. 

. Though he will be 35 this season, Carolina’s 
Steve Beuerlein has all the tools to have 
another great fantasy season. The Panthers’ 
offense is heavy with receivers and the pass will 
remain the club’s first option. ... Brad Johnson 
will be the Redskins’ starter this season despite 
the presence of newly signed Jeff George. After 
entering last season with a questionable knee, 
Johnson had a solid year, and the Redskins will 
be even better this season. ... We're going to give 
Drew Bledsoe one more chance to show us 
he’s one of the league’s elite QBs. While his stats 
have generally been good, they have rarely 
matched those of the game’s best. ... The under- 
rated Rich Gannon had a good first season with 
Oakland. He’s also a double threat his ability to 
run makes him even more valuable in a fantasy 
league. ... If he can stay healthy, Atlanta’s Chris 
Chandler will have good numbers again. He and 
Jamal Anderson spent a good amount of time 
on the sidelines in 1999, a condition the Falcons 
hope will change this season. ... Rob Johnson 
will enter the season as the Bills’ starter, some- 


thing the team thought would happen in 1998. 
Buffalo has paid Johnson big bucks to sit behind 
Doug Flutie for the past two seasons. The Bills 
intend to change that in 2000. ... Given new life 
in New Orleans could be good and bad for Jeff 
Blake. He signed a big contract, but could be 
stuck with a pipsqueak offense. The Saints did 
help him a little by signing receiver Jake Reed. 
.. Troy Aikman’s Dallas receiving corps has 
rarely been better. He now has Rocket Ismail 
and Joey Galloway lining up for him. The 
down side is that even those two can’t keep 
Aikman off the sidelines with concussions. ... 
Tennessee’s Steve McNair was one of the most 
unlikely QBs in Super Bowl history. He didn’t 
have a great regular season, but his team was in 
the big game anyway. MeNair’s strengths are his 
running game and lack of interceptions. ... Even 
if he returns to the NFL, Steve Young likely 
won't remain a 49er. The team doesn't seem 
interested in bringing him back, but the Broncos 
could step up and accommodate him. ... Two 
players who are due for good seasons are also 
entering their second years as pros. Cleveland’s 
Tim Couch and Chicago's Cade McNown 
would be good fantasy steals in your middle 
rounds. Especially McNown, who has fine 
receivers around him. ... Jake Plummer was 
hurt and had a nearly 1:3 TD to interceptions 
ratio last season. This is a pivotal year for a quar- 
terback who has struggled behind a poor offen- 
sive line. Charlie Batch and Vinny 
Testaverde need to stay healthy for a whole 
season to remain valuable fantasy players. Batch 
missed time with a bad thumb and Testaverde 
went down in the first game of the season with a 
torn Achilles. ... Baltimore's offense seemed to 
agree with Tony Banks, who turned it on in the 
second half of last season. Banks should hold off 
any challenge Trent Dilfer presents during 
training camp. ... Jon Kitna had a solid season 


even though the Seahawks collapsed down the 
stretch and were booted in the opening round of 
the playoffs. Kitna has little competition in 
Seattle, so he won't be pushed in training camp. 
.. Kansas City’s tight end heavy offense made 
Elvis Grbac a decent QB option last season. 
Grbac had more TDs than pickoffs (22-15) and 
would make for a good second quarterback on 
your team. ... Brian Griese will be the Broncos’ 
starting OB entering the preseason, but he could 
face stiff competition from Gus Frerotte or 
maybe even Steve Young. ... We're not big 
believers in Kerry Collins quite yet, though the 
Giants’ offense is getting better with improved 
receivers and the powerful Ron Dayne at run- 
ning back. ... Donovan McNabb is the better of 
the quarterbacks in Eagles camp, so Doug 
Pederson will present little challenge this pre- 
season. ... Though he has a great offense around 
him, second-year man Daunte Culpepper does- 
n’t appear ready to run an NFL offense right 
now. He will be pushed by veteran Bubby 
Brister. ... Shaun King was impressive when 
he took over as the starter in the second half of 
last season. He also has next to nothing in terms 
of competition from Eric Zeier. ... We think 
Damon Huard and Jay Fiedler will split time 
this season in the Miami offense. Because of that, 
we don’t believe either will have huge stats in 
000. ... If Steve Young does take off, that would 
leave Jeff Garcia as the 49ers’ quarterback this 
season. He has talent among his receivers and run- 
ning backs, but that offensive line is lousy. ... At 
36 and with a weakening arm, Jim Harbaugh 
will be the starter if Ryan Leaf’s shoulder isn’t 
able cut it again this season. ... Akili Smith to 
Peter Warrick could be a great passing combina- 
tion quite soon. Just don’t expect huge stats right 
away. If Smith falters, the only option is Scott 
Mitchell. .. Kordell Stewart and Kent Graham 
will battle it out in Steelers camp. We'll have to 
give the nod to Graham in the long run. ... Ray 
Lucas (Jets) and Jim Miller (Bears) are good sec- 
ond options for their teams. ... There's little 
chance Randall Cunningham will still be with 
the Vikings this season. ... Trent Green of St. 
Louis would be so much more valuable with more 
than a dozen other teams. ... Don’t be suckered 
into taking any of the rookie quarterbacks this 
year. None of them are ready to start in the NFL. 


$40 PEYTON MANNING, Colts 
Age: 24; Round: 1 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS 1S INT RIG 
1999 IND 533 331 621 4135 26 15 
1998IND(R) 575 326 56.7 ais 26 «28 
$38 KURT WARNER, Ramis 
Age: 29; Round: 1 

ATT «COMP PCT yOS TOS INT RIG 
1999 STL 499 325 65.1 4353 41 13 1092 
1998STL(R) il 4 36.4 39 O O 472 
$36 BRETT FAVRE, Packers 
Age: 31 Value: $36 Round: 1 

ATT COMP PCT yOS TOS INT RIG 


71.2 


1999 GB 595 341 573 4091 22 23 747 
1999 GB 551 347 63.0 4212 31 23 878 
1999GB 513 304 593 3867 35 16 926 
$34 MARK BRUNELL, Jaguars 
Age: 29 Value: $34 Round: 2 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS TDS INT RIG 
1999 JAX 441 259 58.7 3060 14 9 820 
1999 JAX 354 208 588 2601 20 9 899 
1999 JAX 435 264 60.7 3281 18 7 912 


$33 STEVE BEUERLEIN, Panthers 
Age: 35 Value: $33 Round: 2 
ATT COMP = =6PCT «YDS «TOS INT RIG 


I999CAR 571 343 60.1 4436 36 15 946 
I999CAR 343 216 63.0 2613 17 12 882 
I999CAR 153 89 582 1032 6 3 836 


BRAD JOHNSON, Redskins — 
Age: 31 Value: $32 Round: 2 
ArT «COMP PCT YOS TOS INT RIG 


1999WAS 519 316 60.9 4005 28 13 900 
1999MIN 101-65 «644 «747 «75 1096 
1999MIN 452.275 60.8 3036 20 12 845 
DREW BLEDSOE, Patriots Tey 


Age: 28 Value: $28 Round: 3 
amt cOMP = =6PCT) «=e YDS_)s«sTOS_)sINT=—saRITG 


1999 NE 539 305 566 3985 19 21 756 
1999 NE 481 263 547 3633 20 14 809 
1999 NE 522, 314 60.2 3706 28 15 877 
RICH GANNON, Raiders © } : ‘ 


Age: 34 Value: $27 Round: 3 
Am’ COMP) = PCT,=—s YOS «TOS» sINT”~—sRTG 


I9990AK 515 304 59.0 3840 24 14 865 
1999 KC 354 206 «582 2305 10 6 801 
1999 KC 175 98 56.0 1144 7 4 798 
‘CHRIS CHANDLER, Falcons semen yea stance 


Age: 34 Value: $25 Round: 3 
ATT «COMP PCT yOS TOS INT RIG 


I999ATL © 307.-«174-«86.7 2339 «16 «11 835 
1999ATL © 327:«190 58.1 3154 25 12 1009 
I999ATL_ 342-202-589.) 2692 20 7 951 
ROBJOHNSON, Bills 
Age: 27 Value: $24 Round: 3 

ATT «COMP PCT yYOS TOS INT ATG 
I999BUF 34 «25 «735 «298 «2 «(01195 
1999BUF 107 67 626 910 8 31146 
1999JAX 28S 22 78.G 34422 1128 


‘JEFF BLAKE, Saints — HE Real 
Age: 29 Value: $21 Round: 4 

ATT «COMP PCT yOS 10S INT RIG 
1999 CIN 389 215 55.3 2670 16 12 77.6 
1999 CIN 93 5) 548 739 #3 3 916 
1999 CIN 317-184 58.0 2125 8: 7 7716 
TROY AIKMAN, Cowboys ACERS eb 
Age: 33 Value: $21 Round: 4 

ATT «COMP PCT yOS OS INT RIG 
1999 DAL 442 263 595 2964 17 12 81.1 
1999 DAL 315 187 594 2330 12 5 885 
1999 DAL 518 292 564 3283 19 12 780 
STEVE MCNAIR, Titans 


Age: 27 Value: $19Round:5 
ATT COMP = PCT «=-YDS_-s«TOSsIKT.—ORT 


I999TEN 331 187 565 2179 12 8 786 
I999TEN 492 289 587 3228 15 10 80.1 
I999TEN = 415 216 «520 2665 14 13 704 


STEVEYOUNG, 49ers 
Age: 38 Value: $18 Round: 6 


ATT «COMP PCT YOS TOS INT RIG 
1999 SF 88 #45 536 446 3 4 609 
1999 SF 517 322 623 4170 36 12 101.1 
1999 SF 356 = 241 67.7 ae 49 6 1047 
CADE MCNOWN, Bears — oS, Pale ad 
Age: 23 Value: $17 Round: 7 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS TOS INT RIG 
1999CHI(R) 235 127 540 1465 8 10 66,7 
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TIM COUCH, Browns 
Age: 23 Value: $17 Round: 7 
ATT «COMP PCT 
1999 CLE(R) 399 223 55.9 
JAKE PLUMMER, Cardinals 
Age: 25 Value: $16 Round: 8 
ATT =COMP PCT 
381 201 528 
1999 ARI 547 324 59.2 
1997 ARI(R) 296 157 53.0 
VINNY TESTAVERDE, Jets 
Age: 36 Value: $16 Round: 8 
ATT «COMP PCT 
1999 NYJ 15 10 66.7 
1999 NYJ 421 259 61.5 
1999 BAL 470 271 = 57.7 
CHARLIE BATCH, Lions 
Age: 24 Value: $15 Round: 9 
ATT «COMP PCT 
1999 DET 270 «151 55.9 
1998 DET(R) 303 173 57.1 
TONY BANKS, Ravens 
Age: 27 Value: $14 Round: 10 
ATT COMP = PCT 
320 169 528 
1999 STL 408 241 59.1 
1999STL___ 487-252-517 
JON KITNA, Seahawks 
Age: 27 Value: $14 Round: 10 
ATT «COMP PCT 
1999 SEA 495 270 54.5 
1999 SEA 172 «98 «657.0 
1997 SEA(R) 45 31 689 
‘ELVIS GRBAC, Chiefs 
Age: 30 Value: $13 Round: 11 
ATT COMP) =—=sPCT 
499 294 58.9 
1999 KC 188 98 52.1 
1999 KC 314 179 «57.0 
BRIAN GRIESE, Broncos 
Age: 25 Value: $12 Round: 11 
ATT «COMP PCT 
1999 DEN 452 261 «57.7 
1998 DEN(R) 3 1 33.3 
KERRY COLLINS, Giants 
Age: 27 Value: $11 Round: 12 
ATT COMP ~~ PCT 
1999 NYG 332 191 57.5 
1999CA-NO 353 170 48.2 
1999 CAR 381 200 525 


1999 ARI 


1999 BAL 


1999 KC 


DONOVAN MCNABB, Eagies 


Age: 23 Value: $11 Round: 12 
ATT «COMP PCT 


1999PHI(R) 216 106 49.) 


yos 
2447 


os 
2316 
2213 
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‘DAUNTE CULPEPPER, Vikings 


Age: 23 Value: $10 Round: 13 
AIT COMP = PCT 
1999 MIN(R) 0 Q. =n 
SHAUN KING, Bucs 
Age: 23 Value: $10 Round: 13 
ATT «comp PCT 
I999TB(R) 146 89 61.0 
JEFF GARCIA, 49ers 
Age: 30 Value: $9 Round: 13 
ATT «COMP PCT 
1999 SF 375 225 60.0 
1999 CFL 
1999 CFL ; 
DAMON HUARD, Dolphins 
Age: 27 Value: $9 Round: 13 
ATT COMP PCT 
1999 MIA 216 125 57.9 
1999 MIA 9 6 66.7 
1997 MIA (R) 0 0 
JIM HARBAUGH, — 
Age: 36 Value: $7 Round: 1 
ATT «COMP 
434 249° 57.4 
293 164 56.0 
309 189 61.2 


a 
1999 SD 
1999 BAL 
1999 IND 
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‘AKILI SMITH, 
Age: 25 Value: $7 Round: 14 

ATT «COMP PCT yos 
I999CIN(R) 153 80 523 805 
DOUG FLUTIE, Bilis 
Age: 37 Value: $6 Round: 14 

ATT «COMP PCT yos 
1999 BUF 478 264 §5.2 3171 
1999 BUF 354 202 57.1 2711 
1999 CFL 
JAY FIEDLER, Doiphins 
Age: 28 Value: $5 Round: 15 

ATT «COMP PCT YDS 
1999 JAX 94 8661 #649 656 
1999 MIN 7 3 429 4] 
1999 DNP 
KORDELL STEWART, Steelers 
Age: 27 Value: $5 Round: 15 

ATT COMP PCT yos 
1999 PIT 275 160 582 1464 
1999 PIT 458 252 55.0 2560 
1999 PIT 440 236 53.6 3020 
GUS FREROTITE, Broncos 
Age: 29 Value: $4 Round: 15 

ATT «COMP PCT YDS 
1999 DET 288 «#175 «60.8 2117 
1999 WAS 54-25 46.3283 
1999 WAS 402 204 50.7 2682 
KENT GRAHAM, Steelers 
Age: 31 Value: $4 Round: 15 

am COMP) 86 PCT ~— YDS 
1999 NYG 271 160 59.0 1697 
1999 NYG 205 105 51.2 1219 
I999ARI = 250-130 52.0 1408 
RAY LUCAS, Jets 
Age: 28 Value: $4 Round: 15 

AT COMP) = =6PCT = YDS 
1999 NYJ 272, «161 «59.2 1678 
1999 NY) 3 1 335 27 
1999 NYJ 4 3 75.0 28 
JEFF GEORGE, Redskins 
Age: 32 Value: $3 Round: 16 

ATT «COMP PCT vos 
1999 MIN 329. 191 58.1 2816 
1999 OAK 169 «93 «55.0 1186 
1999 OAK 521 290 55.7 3917 
JIM MILLER, Bears 
Age: 29 Value: $3 Round: 16 

ATT «COMP PCT vos 
1999 CHI 174 110 63.2 1242 
1999 CHI 0 Q ----- 0 
1999 JAX-AT 0 Q ----- 0 
NEIL O'DONNELL, Titans 
Age: 34 Value: $3 Round: 16 

ATT «COMP Per yos 
1999 TEN 195 116 59.5 1382 
1999 CIN 343. 212 «61.8 2216 
1999 NY) 460 259 563 2796 
_BUBBY BRISTER, Vikings 
Age: 38 Value: $2 Round: FA 

Alt COMP PCT vos 
1999 DEN 20 #12 «60.0 87 
1999 DEN 131 78 59.5 986 
1999 DEN 9 6 667 48 
RANDALL CUNNINGHAM, Vikings 
Age: 37 Value: $2 Round: 16 

Att «coMP PCT YDS 
1999 MIN 200 «124 «62.0 1475 
1999 MIN 425 259 60.9 3704 
1999 MIN 88 44 50.0 501 
TRENT DILFER, Ravens 
Age: 28 Value: $2 Round: 16 

all cOMP) 8 =6PCT) = YDS. 
1999 TB 244 «#146 59.8 1619 
1999 TB 429 225 524 2729 
1999 TB 386 217 = 56.2 2555 
RYAN LEAF, C 
Age: 24 Value: $2 Round: 16 

ATT «COMP PCT YDS 
1999 SD INJ 
1998SD(R) 245 Ill 45.3 1289 


DAVE BROWN, Cardinals 
Age: 30 Value: $1 Round: FA 

ATT COMP) = PCT :~—s YDS. 
1999 ARI 169 «84 4497 944 
1999 ARI 5 2 40.0 31 
1999 NYG 180 =693) «517-1023 
JAKE DELHOMME, Saints 
Age: 25 Value: $1 Round: FA 

ATT COMP PCT yos 
1999 NO 76 «642 «4553 521 
1998 NO (R) 0 0 -- 0 
GLENN FOLEY, Seahawks 
Age: 29 Value: $1 Round: FA 

ATT COMP) = PCT ~—sYDS 
1999 SEA 30-18) 60.0 =. 283 
1999 NYJ 108 58 53.7 749 
1999 NY} 97 #56 57.7 705 
JASON GARRETT, er 
Age: 33 Value: $1 Round: F; 

ATT «COMP “ae os 
1999 DAL 64 32)«—«80.0 314 
1999 DAL 158 8691) «(57.6 = 1206 
1999 DAL 4 10 714 56 
TONY GRAZIANI, Falcons 
Age: 26 Value: $1 Round: FA 

ATT COMP PCT yos 
1999 ATL 118 62 525 759 
1999 ATL 33 «16 485199 
1997 ATL(R) 23 7 304 41 
TRENT GREEN, Rams 
Age: 30 Value: $1 Round: FA 

Amt COMP) = =6PCT = YDS 


1999 STL (DID NOT PLAY — INJURED) 


1999 WAS 509 278 546 3441 
1997 WAS(R) 1 0 0o0 0 
DANNY KANELL, Falcons 
Age: 26 Value: $1 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT yos 
1999 ATL 84 42 500 593 
1999 NYG 299 160 53.5 1603 
1999 NYG 294 156 53.1 1740 
PAUL JUSTIN, Cowboys 
Age: 32 Value: $1 Round: FA 

Am coMP) = PCT ~—sYDS 
1999 STL 4 9 643 9} 
1999 CIN 63 34 540 426 
1999 IND 140 =83 593 1046 
SCOTT MITCHELL, Bengals 
Age: 32 Value: $i Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT yos 
1999 BAL 56-24 429236 
1999 DET 75 «38 «650.7 ©6452 
1999 DET 509 293 57.6 3484 
DOUG PEDERSON, Eagles 
Age: 32 Value: $1 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT Yos 
1999 PHI 227, «119-524 «1276 
1999 GB 24 14 583 = 128 
1999 GB oO oO ----- 0 
JONATHAN QUINN, Jaguars : 
Age: 25 Value: $1 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT yos 
1999 JAX 0 Q  ----- 0 
1998 JAX(R) 64 34 531 387 
MIKE TOMCZAK, Lions 
Age: 37 Value: $1 Round: FA 

ATT COMP PCT yos 
1999 PIT 258 #139 539 1625 
1999 PIT 30 21 700 204 
1999 PIT 24 16 «(66.7 = «185 
GIOVANNI CARMAZZI, 49ers 
Age: 23 Value: SO Round: FA 
ROOKIE FROM HOFSTRA : 
STONEY CASE, free agent (Ravens) 
Age: 28 Value: SO Round: FA 

ATT COMP PCT yos 
1999 BAL 170 «77 43.5 988 
1999 ARI 0 Q ----- 0 
1999 ARI 55 29 527 316 
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TODD COLLINS, Chiefs 
Age: 28 Value: $O Round: FA 


AT COMP) =PCT)=—s YDS) TOS) INT=—saRTG 
1999 KC 0 0 -— 0 0 0 --- 
1999 KC 0 oO ---- 0 0 O --- 
I999BUF 391215 55.0 2367 12 13 69.5 


‘SCOTT COVINGTON, Bengals 
Age: 24 Value: $0 Round: FA 


ATT «COMP PCT YOS TOS INT RIG 
I999CIN(R) 5 4 800 23 0 O 858 
DAMEYUNE CRAIG, Panthers — : ; 
Age: 26 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS 1S INT RIG 
1999 CAR 0 0 ----- 0 0 0 ---- 
1998 CAR(R) 0 0 ----- 0 0 0 ----- 
‘KOY DETMER, Eagies Boy 
Age: 27 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT COMP) PCT YOS TOS INT RIG 
1999 PHI 29 «10 345 4181 3 2 626 
1999 PHI 18). 397 (53.6 101k 5 5 GF 
1997 PHI(R) 0 Q ----- 0 0 0 ----- 
‘TY DETMER; Browns ie LS es 
Age: 32 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT yOS TDS INT 1G 
1999 CLE 91 47 516 548 4 2 757 
1999 SF 38 24 63.2 «312A 3 124.0 
1999 PHI 244 «134 54.9 1567 2s ae 73.9 
JIM DRUCKENMILLER, Dolphins — 
Age: 27 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT yOS TOS INT RIG 
1999 MIA 0 Q ----- 0 0 O ---- 
1999 SF 0 o-— 0 0 O ---- 
1997 SF(R) 52-21 404 239 =] 292 
JOHN FRIESZ, Patriots “8 
Age: 33 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS TOS INT RIG 
1999 NE 0 Q ----- 0 0 O--- 
1999 SEA 49 29 592 409 2 2 828 
1999 SEA 36. 15: AL? 138 S81 
Age: 24 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS OS INT RIG 


1999STL(R) 16 9 $63 1361? 
‘MATT HASSELBECK, Packers 
Age: 24 Value: SO Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT yYOS OS INT RIG 
19996B(R) 10 3 300 41 1 0 


"BILLY JOE HOBERT, Saints’ 
Age: 29 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS OS INT RIG 
1999 NO 159 «#985 «6635 970 6 6 689 
1999 NO 23; tl A7& 170 6k 0 BR 
1999BUF-NO 161 78 484 1024 6 10 555 


MORE LIKELY TO LEAD THE LEAGUE in 
receptions than carries, Marshall Faulk is a 
fantasy player’s dream at running back. It’s hard 
enough to find a back who gets 40 catches a sea- 
son much less twice that total. If your league val- 
ues running back receptions (as it should), Faulk 


is beyond superstar. ... Edgerrin James easily 
showed why the Colts grabbed him before Ricky 
Williams in the ’99 draft. He tied Stephen 
Davis for most running back TDs (17) and 
showed he could catch passes the way he did at 
the University of Miami. Plus, he'll only be 22 
this year. .., Curtis Martin is one of the work- 


KELLY HOLCUMB, Colts 
Age: 27 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS TOS INT = RIG 
1999 IND 0 Q ----- 0 0 O ---- 
1999 IND 0 0 --- 0 0 QO ---- 
1999 IND 73, 45 616 454 | 8 383 


Age: 27 Value: SO Round: FA 


ATT «COMP PCT YOS TOS INT RIG 
1999 OAK 5 2 40.0 10 0 O 479 
1999 PHI 224 «#114 #509 961 O 9 624 
1999 PHI 225 128 569 1573 11 6 838 
BROCK HUARD, Seahawks 
Age: 24 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT COMP PCT * ye INT RIG 
1999SEA(R) 0 0 ----- 0 ----- 
ERIK KRAMER, free agent cena 
Age: 35 Value: $O Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS TOS INT RIG 
1999 SD 1441 78 553 788 2 10 466 
1999 CHI 250 151 604 1823 9 7 83.1 
1999 CHI 477275 57.7 3011 14 1474.0 
JEFF LEWIS, Panthers — ftae : 


Age: 27 Value: $0 Round: FA 
AT COMP) =6PCT «= YOS_-sTDS_ssINT—RTG 
0 


1999 CAR 3 2 66.7 Nl 0 729 
1999 DEN IN) 
1999 DEN 2 E500 2 10: 2 B75 
TEE MARTIN. Steclers _ yee Tite Lee 
Age: 22 Value: $0 Round: FA 
ROOKIE FROM TENNESSEE 
STEVE MATTHEWS, Bears 
Age: 29 Value: $O Round: FA 

Am coMP) = =6PCT) = YOS_)s«TOS)s INT =I 
1999 CHI 275 «167 «460.7 1645 10 6 806 
1999 TEN 3 2: 6b? 324 OOF ORO 
I997JAX(R) 40 26 650 275 0 0 849 
RICK MIRER, free agent Vets) BIE 
Age: 30 Value: $0 Round: FA 

amt COMP = =6PCT «6 YDS_:s«TOS)s«sINT)=—soRITG 
1999 NY) 176 95 540 1062 5 9 604 
1999 GB 0 Q ----- 0 0 0 --- 
I999CH 10353 515 420 «0 677 
WARREN MOON, Chiefs 


Age: 43 Value: $O Round: FA 
ATT COMP = PCT «= YOS.-«TOSsINT.—oRTG 


1999 KC 3 1s aoe 20 #0 O 576 
1999 SEA 258 #154 56.2 1632 I] 8 766 
1999 SEA 528 313 59.3 3678 25 16 837 
MOSES MORENO, Chargers 

Age: 24 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT COMP PCT yOoS TDS INT 

1999 CHI 7 5 714 2% 0 0 1080 
I998CHI(R) 43 19 442 166 1 O 627 


horses of the group. He has 736 carries the past 
two seasons to go with 88 catches. His yards per 
carry average will never be the greatest in the 
league, but that’s not a category in most fantasy 
leagues. ... Eddie George started getting the 
ball more near the goal line last season and 
responded with more than twice as many TDs as 
he had in 1998. He's also a lock for 1,300 yards 
in a Tennessee offense that emphasizes the short 
passing game and lots of running. . 

Washington's Stephen Davis beat out Skip 
Hicks in preseason camp and had a breakout sea- 
son. If he hadn't suffered an ankle injury late in 


‘RODNEY PEETE, free agent (Redskins) - 
Age: 34 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT yOS TOS INT RIG 
1999 WAS 7 8 47.1 107 2 1 822 
1999 PHI 129 71 550. 758 2 4 776 
1999 PHI 118 68 89 4 4 780 


Age: 24 Value: SO Round: FA 
ROOKIE FROM MARSHALL 
TIM RATTAY, 49ers 
Age: 23 Value: $0 Round: FA 
ROOKIE FROM LOUISIANA TECH 
CHRIS REDMAN, Ravens — 
Age: 23 Value: $O Round: FA 
ROOKIE FROM LOUISVILLE 
‘STEVE STENSTROM, Lions — 
Age: 28 Value: SO Round: FA 
ATT «COMP PCT yoS TOS INT 
1999 SF 100 54 540 536 O 4 
1999 CHI 196 112 57.1. 1262 4 6 
1999 CHI 4 8 57.1 1am Oe 22 
BILLY JOE TOLLIVER, Saints 
Age: 34 Value: $0 Round: FA 


ATT COMP = PET YOS TDS INT RIG 
1999 NO 268 #139 519 1916 7 16 589 
1999 NO 198 110 556 1427 8 4 919 
1999 KC H6. 64 552: 67715. 832 
STEVE WALSH, Coits a3 : : 
Age: 33 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS TDS INT RIG 
1999 IND 13 7 538 47 0 2 224 
1999 TB 19 9 474 58 0 3 147 
1999 TB 7 Bh 3953: — 58 OT 2h? 
DANNY WUERFFEL, free agent (Saints) 
Age: 26 Value: $0 Round: FA 

ATT «COMP PCT YOS TDS INT RIG 
1999 NO 48 22 458 191 O 3 308 
1999 NO 19 62 521 695 5 5 838 
1997NO(R) 91 42 462 518 4 8 423 
‘Age: 27 Value: $0 Round: FA 

AT COMP) = =6PCT)=—s YDS') ss TOS) INT ~—sRTG 
1999 TB $5 32 S82: 270: =0 T :634 
1999 BAL 181 107 591 1312 4 3 889 
1999 BAL 116 —-67_— 5578) =6958 7 ION. 
SCOTT ZOLAK, Dolphins Sis 


Age: 32 Value: $0 Round: FA 
ATT COMP) =6PCT )«=s- YDS:_s«sTDS_sSsSINT—sRTG 


1999 MIA 4 0 00 - 0 0 396 
1999 NE % S82 Atte Sib i 3. Fis 
1999 NE 9 6 667 67 2 0 1627 


the year, he likely would have scored 20 times. 
The Redskins grabbed Adrian Murrell in the 
offseason, but that was strictly for their backup 
role. ... Now that James Stewart is in Detroit, 
the Jaguars are going to have to get a healthy sea- 
son out of Fred Taylor. The third-year pro 
missed time last year with a hamstring problem. 
A good year from Taylor would include 1,300 
rushing yards and 50 receptions. ... Charlie 
Garner was one 49er who didn’t disappoint last 
season. The team’s MVP, Garner made sure San 
Francisco didn’t miss the injured Garrison 
Hearst. He's a lite version of Marshall Faulk 
with his rushes and receptions. ... In his two sea- 
sons after being written off as finished, Dallas’ 
Emmitt Smith has 2,729 rushing yards and 28 
TDs. That should prove he still has something 
left at age 31. The biggest drawback is that Smith 
will miss a game or two with injuries and won't 
catch passes the way he did when he was in his 
20s..... As long as Terrell Davis proves he’s 
healthy after tearing his ACL last season, he will 
be the starter in the Broncos’ backfield. Olandis 
Gary had a great season as Davis’ fill-in, but 
Denver relies on Davis’ great all-around game 
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and durability. If he shows he can handle the 
load, especially the way he did in 1998, Davis 
will be carrying the ball and Gary will be playing 
for another team this season. ... Duce Staley 
had one of the great unknown seasons in 1999. 
Playing in Philadelphia, the league's version of 
Siberia, Staley’s numbers stacked up favorably 
with most anyone else in the league. He would 
make a nice steal in your fantasy league. ... 
Corey Dillon should be playing somewhere 
other than Cincinnati. If he doesn’t get traded, 
count on a holdout reminiscent of Joey 
Galloway's last year. If he does wind up with a 
better team, Dillon will have an outstanding sea- 
son, ... Jamal Anderson is coming off a season 
ruined by a knee injury. The Falcons never got 
their running game going because they didn’t 
have anyone good enough to step in and get the 
job done, Anderson should be fine this year, but 
don’t look for an immediate return to his 98 
form. ... Don’t get us wrong. We like Green Bay's 
Dorsey Levens a lot. We just don’t expect him 
to pull down the 71 catches he had last season as 
long as the Packers have their tight end situation 
settled, Levens will have a good fantasy season, 
though. ... Ricky Watters is no longer unchal- 
lenged in Seattle. When the Seahawks picked 
Shaun Alexander in the draft, it sent a clear 
message that Watters’ stats wouldn’t remain at 
the level where they have been throughout his 
career. Watch this battle in preseason camp to 
see which way coach Mike Holmgren leans. ... 
James Stewart has his first chance to be a full- 
time starter in Detroit. He’s not a game-breaker 
the way the retired Barry Sanders was, but he 
will give you respectable stats. ... Minnesota 
seemed destined to lose Leroy Hoard in the off- 
season, putting more pressure on Robert Smith 


get hurt a lot, so you'll need another good back 
or two on your roster to pick up that slack. ... 
Thomas Jones is our highest rated rookie because 
he doesn’t have anyone around to give him much 
competition. The Cardinals know Michael 
Pittman isn’t an every down back, so that dis- 
tinction will go to Jones in 2000. ... Ricky 
Williams struggled last season in the pitiful New 
Orleans offense. With a new coach and system, 
we see better things coming for Williams this 
season. ... The hard-working Jerome Bettis 
will see a little more of the sideline this season 
since the Steelers are determined to get more car- 
ries for Richard Huntley this season. Bettis’ 
biggest drawback is his lack of receiving skills, 
which can greatly hurt your fantasy team. ... 
Baltimore picked Jamal Lewis with the express 
intent of starting him over Priest Holmes, who 
was outstanding in 1998. Lewis was hampered 
by injuries throughout his career at the 
University of Tennessee, so be careful that you 
don’t jump on him too early in your fantasy 
draft. ... In Tampa Bay, Mike Alstott will con- 
tinue to get more carries and Warrick Dunn 
will get more receptions this season. The Bucs 
like Alstott’s bruising running style and scouts 
have always thought the shifty Dunn was always 
more suited to play on third downs and in other 
passing situations. ... Curtis Enis had more 
injury problems during the offseason, undergo- 
ing rotator cuff surgery. The Bears were confi- 
dent Enis would be OK in time for training 
camp, but he has become an injury waiting to 
happen. ... After going from Baltimore to 
Cleveland, it’s hard to imagine Errict Rhett 
being as good as he was last season. The Browns’ 
offense is going to need another year or two to 
fully develop, especially with second-year man 


to stay healthy and produce. Good luck there. Tim Couch at quarterback. .,. Rookie Ron 
Dayne is a powerful runner, the kind of guy the 


Giants have traditionally liked having in their 
backfield. His biggest problem will be his lack of 
pass catching experience at Wisconsin. ... 
Antowain Smith could well lose his starting job 
to Jonathan Linton in Buffalo. The Bills have 
not been overly impressed with Smith since he 
took over for Thurman Thomas in 1997. ... 
Tyrone Wheatley and Napoleon Kaufman 
will continue to split time in Oakland, which 
makes them both equally valuable. We do see a 
few more carries for Kaufman this time around. 
... We would really like Tim Biakabutuka if he 
could stay healthy all season, Carolina went with 
a matching pair of hurt backs when they picked 
up hometown hero Natrone Means in April. ... 
J.J. Johnson will lead the Dolphins’ running 
back by committee again. Expect a few carries 
for Saints reject Lamar Smith. Even old rival 
Thurman Thomas is in the Miami mix. ... With 
Means out of the picture, Jermaine Fazande is 
the man in San Diego. You'll be able to get him 
fairly late in your draft. ... The Patriots will go 
with versatile rookie J.R. Redmond to start the 
season. Raymont Harris is around, but he will 
be a backup considering his problems with 
injuries. ,,. Tiki Barber and Terry Kirby will 
be third-down backs who will be more valuable 
with their pass-catching abilities than their rush- 
ing. ... As of May, we had no idea who would be 
carrying the ball for Kansas City this season. It 
could be Kimble Anders, maybe Donnell 
Bennett or Tony Richardson. This has all the 
earmarks of the typical committee situation for 
the Chiefs. ... Terry Allen was still seeking a 
team in May. ... Chris Warren will start a game 
or two when Emmitt Smith is injured. ... 
Second-year player Kevin Faulk will have to 
remain a backup in New England, 


When Smith plays, he is valuable. But he does i > ki y the 


MARSHALL FAULK, Rams 
Age: 27 Value: $40 Round: 1 

RUSH yos yPc REC yos 
1999 STL 2531381 5.5 87 
1998 IND 324-1319 4.1 86 908 10 
1997 IND 264 1054 4.0 47 471 8 
EDGERRIN JAMES, Colts 
Age: 22 Value: $38 Round: 1 

RUSH yos TRC REC. 
1999 IND (R) 369 1553 4.2 62 58617 
CURTIS MARTIN, Jets : 
Age: 27 Value: $34 Round: 1 

RUSH YDS vec REC. yos 10 
1999 NYJ 367 = 1464 4.0 45 259 5 
1998 NYJ 369-1287 3.5 43 365 9 
1997 NE 274 1160 42 Al 296 5 
EDDIE GEORGE, Titans | SSE: 
Age: 26 Value: $34 Round: 1 

RUSH YDS YPC REC. yos 0 
1999 TEN 320. = 1304 41 47 458 = 13 
1998 TEN 348 = 1294 37 37 310 «6 
1997 TEN 39) 4399 3.9 7 44, 7 
‘STEPHEN DAVIS, Redskins 
Age: 26 Value: $32 Round: 2 

RUSH yos ypc REC. yos 10 
1999WAS 290 1405 4.8 23 lll V7 
1998 WAS 34 109 3.2 21 263 2 
1997 WAS 141 567 40. 18. 134. _ 3 
FRED TAYLOR, Jaguars: a ee ET 
Age: 24 Value: $31 Round: 2 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 1 
1999 JAX 159 732 4.6 10 83 6 
S98 JAX(R) 264 1223 4.6 44 421 14 

‘GARNER, 49ers hse 

Age: 28 Value: $30 Round: 2 

RUSH Yos ypc REC. Yos 
1999 SF 241-1229 5.1 56 535 
1998 PHI 96 381 4.0 19 110 
1997 PHI 116 547 47 24 225 


wnad 
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EMMITT SMITH, Cowboys 
Age: 31 Value: $27 Round: 3 
RUSH yos YPC REC, 


yos =10 


1999DAL 329 1397 42 27 119 13 
1998DAL 319 1332 42 27 15, 15 
1997DAL 26) 1074 4. 40. 2344 
TERRELL DAVIS, Broncos 
Age: 28 Value: $25 Round: 3 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 10 


1999 DEN 67 2H Sh 3 


I998DEN 392 2008 5.1 25 
1997 DEN 3691750 47? 
‘DUCE STALEY, Eagles ne dé oy Ri 


Age: 25 Value: $25 Round: 3 
RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 10 


1999PHL = -325s«*1278-'i39 
1998 PHI 258 ie ; 57 
1997 PHI(R) 7 9 4.) 2 
‘COREY DILLO} Nica UE 


Age: 24 Value: $24 Round: 3 


RUSH yos YPC REC. Yos 10 

I999CIN 263 1200 46 31 290 6 
I998CIN 262 1130 8643 28 «1785 
1997 CIN(R) 233 1129 48 27 259 10 
JAMAL ANDERSON, Falcons — e : 


Age: 28 Value: $23 Round: 4 
RUSH yos YPC REC. «= YOS_— sD 
1999 ATL 19 ed! 2 4 0 


I998ATL 410 1846 45 27 319 16 
1997ATL. 290 Ss :1002—' 3.5 2 2810 
DORSEY LEVENS, Packers BY NUN RA 


Age: 30 Value: $23 Round: 4 

RUSH yos YPC REC, yos 10 
1999 GB 279 1034 3.7 71 573-10 
1998 GB 115 378 33 27 162 | 
1997 GB 3291435 : 44 53 370 12 
RICKY WATTERS, Seahawks 
Age: 31 Value: $21 Round: 5 

RUSH yos yPc REC, yos 10 


I999SEA 325 «1210 3.7 40 387 #7 
1998SEA 319 «1239s 3.9 9 dy 9 
1997PH! 285 1110 339 48 440 7 


JAMES STEWART, Lions 
Age: 28 Value: $20 Round: 6 

RUSH YDS ypc 
1999 JAX 249 931 37 
1998 JAX 53 217 41 
197K 136 855A) 336 
THOMAS JONES, Cardinals 
Age: 22 Value: $19 Round: 6 
ROOKIE FROM VIRGINIA 
ROBERT SMITH, Vikings 
Age: 28 Value: $19 Round: 6 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 10 
1999MIN 221-1015 46 24 166 2 
1998 MIN 249 1187 4.8 28 291 8 
1997 MIN 2321266 5.5 __ Sf 197 


Age: 23 Value: $19 Round:62 
RUSH = YDS-—=Ss«éYPC REC, 
1999NO(R) 253 8843.5 Bess 2. 


JEROME BETTIS, Steeles 
Age: 28 Value: $18 Round: 7 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yoS TDS 
1999PT 299 1091 36 21 0 7 
1998PIT 316 118 38 «416 «86990 «3 
1997 PT 3751665 4 15 Dg 
JAMALLEWIS, Ravens 
Age: 21 Value: $18 Round: 7 
ROOKIE FROM TENNESSEE 
OLANDIS GARY, Broncos = 


Age: 25 Value: $17 Round: 7 

RUSH yos Pc REC. 
1999 DEN(R) 276 1159 4.2 21 ‘ 

MIKE ALSTOTT, Bucs 4 Fe 

Age: 26 Value: $16 Round: 8 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 10 
1999 TB 242 949 3.9 27 x | 
1998 TB 215 846 3.9 22 182 9 
1997 TB 176 655 3.8 23 178 =«10 


‘Bean Seis Deca 

Age: 24 Value: $16 Round: 8 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos m0 
1999 CHI 287 916 3.2 45 340 5 
1998 CHI(R) 133 4973.7 6 20 0 
ERRICT RHETT, Browns 
Age: 29 Value: $15 Round: 9 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos TO 
1999 BAL 236 852 3.6 24 169 
1998 BAL 44 180 4) BI 65 
1997 TB 31 96 _ 3. ] O- 0 
RON DAYNE, Giants 
Age: 22 Value: $14 Round: 10 
ROOKIE FROM WISCONSIN, : 
WARRICK DUNN, Bucs 
Age: 25 Value: $14 Round: 10 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 10 
1999 TB 195 616 3.2 64 589 2 
2 
7 


~iwom 


see Se 


1998 TB 245 = 1026 42 44 344 
1997 TB(R) 224 978 44 39 462 
ANTOWAIN SMITH, Bills 
Age: 28 Value: $14 Round: 10 

RUSH YoS vec REC. yos 10D 
1999 BUF 165 614 3.7 2 32 6 
1998BUF 300 1124 37 5 ll 8 
1997 BUF(R) 194 840 : 43 28 : 177 8 
TYRONE WHEATLEY, Raiders 
Age: 28 Value: $14 Round: 10 

RUSH yos vec REC, yoS = =10 
1999 0AK 242 936 3.9 21 196 11 
1998 NYG 14 52 37 0 0 0 
1997 NYG 152 583 3.8 16 140 4 
‘TIM BIAKABUTUKA, Parithers 
Age: 26 Value: $13 Round: 11 

RUSH yos vec REC. yoS 0 
1999 CAR 138 718 5.2 23 1896 
1998 CAR 10] 427 4.2 8 is 4 
1997 CAR 75 299 4.0 0 2 
‘NAPOLEON KAUFMAN, an ia tSY 
Age: 27 Value: $12 Round: 11 

RUSH yos yec REC. yos 10 
1999 OAK 138 714 5,2 18 18] 3 
19980AK 217 92) 42 25 19] 2 
1997 0AK 272 1294 48 40 403 8 
JJ. JOHNSON, Dolphins 
Age: 26 Value: $11 Round: 12 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 10 
1999R MIA 164 $58 3.4 15 ‘10004 
JERMAINE FAZANDE, Che se SE 
Age: 25 Value: $11 Round: 12 

RUSH YOS vec ae 
1999R SD 91 365 4.0 2 
J.R. REDMOND, Patriots” Seamentae hed 
Age: 23 Value: $11 Round: 12 


ROOKIE FROIM ARIZONA STATE = : 
‘SHAUN ALEXANDER, Seahawks 
Age: 22 Value: $10 Round: 12 

ROOKIE FROM ALABAMA a 
PRIESTHOLMES, Ravens 


Age: 26 Value: $10 Round: 12 

RUSH yos vec REC, yos = =10 
1999 BAL 89 506 5,7 13 1042 
1998 BAL 233 1008 43 43 260 7 
1997 BAL(R) 0 0 arore 0 0 0 : 
‘RICHARD HUNTLEY, Stecie) aN eed 
Age: 27 Value: $9 Round; 13 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos i] 
1999 PIT 93 567 6.1 27 2538 
1998 PIT 55 242 44 3 18 1 
1997 DID NOT PLAY . 
JONATHAN LINTON, Bills Seats RRS os] 
Age: 25 Value: $9 Round: 13 

RUSH Yos ypc REC. yos 1 
1999 BUF 205 695 3.4 29 228 6 
1998 BUF(R) 45 195 43 1 10 1 
LEROY HOARD, free agent (Vikings) 
Age: 32 Value: $7 Round: 14 

RUSH yYos yec REC. yos 1 
1999 MIN 138 555 40 17 166 10 
1998 MIN 115 479 42 22 198 10 
1997 MIN 80 235 29 ll 8 4 


Age: 30 Value: $6 Round: 14 

RUSH yos YPC REC. yos 1D 
1999 CLE 130 452 3.5 58 528 9 
1998 SF 48 258 5.4 16 134 3 
1997 SF 125 418 3.3 23 z18 8 


Age: 25 Value: $5 Round: 15 

RUSH yos ypc REC. 
1999 NYG 62 258 4.2 66 609 2 
1998 NYG 50 168 34 42 348 3 
1997 NYG(R) 136 S11 3.8 34 299 4 
KIMBLE ANDERS Eee 


Age: 33 Value: $4 Round: 16 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 1 
1999 KC 32 181 5.7 2 4 60 
1998 KC 58 230 «400 64 G23 
1997 KC Ls . = ee 2 59 " 3 2 


Age: 28 Value: $3 rp 16 

RUSH yos Pc REC. yos 10 
1999 KC 161 627 3.9 10 41 8 
1998 KC 148 527 3.6 16 91 6 
1997 KC 94 369 39] § | 
‘TERRY ALLEN, free agent (Patriots) 
Age: 32 Value: $3 Round: 16 

RUSH yos YPC REC. yos 10 
1999 NE 254 896 3.5 14 125 9 
1998 WAS 148 700 47 17 128 2 
1997 WAS = 210 724 3.4 _ 20 172 5 
'RAYMONT HARRIS, Patriots 
Age: 29 Value: $3 Round: 16 

RUSH yos ypc REC, yos 0 
1999 DID NOT PLAY 
1998 GB (DID NOT PLAY — INJURED) 
1997 CHI 275 1033 3. 8 28 WS 10 


EPL | 


PESTON ini 


Age: 28 Value: $3 Round: 16 

RUSH YDS ypc REC. yos 10 
1999 SD 112 277 25 9 51 5 
1998 SD 212 883 4.2 16 9] 5 
1997 JAX 2448233415104 


Age: 25 Value: $3 Round: 16 a 
RUSH Yos ypc REC. yos ati) 


1999 ARI 64 289 45 16 196 2 
I998ARI(R) 29 9 3] 0 0 a 
TONY | BStioaeone 2g B 


Age: 28 Value: $3 Round: 16 
RUSH yos YPC REC. yos 10 
1999 KC 84 387 46 24 14] 1 
1998 KC 20 45 2.3 2 6. 2 
1997 KC 2 Bm?! = 55 3 6 3 
i lOwdO} EG eee! = cia 
Age: 33 Value: $3 Round: 16 
RUSH yos YPC REC. yos 1 
1999 DAL 99 403 4] 34 224 2 
1998 DAL 59 251 4.9 13 66 5 
pele SEA 200 . AQ = AS 25) 4 
“Aes: 31 Value: $2 Round: 16-FA 
RUSH Yos YPC REC. vos 10 
1999 WAS 13 51 3.9 69 544 3 
1998 ARI 31 110 3.5 69 859 2 
2 


1997 ARI 101 276 7 54 409 
‘KEVIN FAULK, Patriots 
Age: 24 Value: $2 Round: 16-FA 

RUSH vos YPC REC. vos = 10 
1999 NE (R)_ 67 227 34 12 98 2 


‘Age: 22 Value: $2 Round: FA 
ROOKIE FROM MIAMI (OHIO) 


Age: 29 Value: $2 Round: 16-FA 

RUSH yos YPC REC. yos TO 
1999 NO 60 205 3.4 20 15] | 
1998 NO 138 457 33 24 249 3 
1997 SEA 91 292 43 23 183 2 


THURMAN THOMAS, Dolphins - 
Age: 34 Value: $2 Round: 16-FA 


RUSH yos YPC REC. yos 10 
1999 BUF 36 162 42 3 gic 3 
1998 BUF 93 381 41 26 220 3 
1997 BUF 154 643 42 30 208 1 
KARIM ABDUL-JABBAR, free agent (Browns) _ 
Age: 26 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yoS 10 
1999 MIA-CLE 143 445 3.1 7 84 2 
1998MIA 270 960 3.6 21 102. «6 
1997 MIA 283 892 32 29 261 15 
JAMES ALLEN, Bears . 
Age: 25 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos yec REC. yos 10 
1999 CHI 32 119 37 9 9] 0 
1998 CHI(R) 58 270 47 8 7 2 
‘MICHAEL BASNIGHT, Bengals : é 
Age: 22 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos yee yos 10 
1999 CIN (R) 62 308 5, 0 ’ 72 0 

BATES, Cardinals 34) 
ho 27 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos yec REC. yos 10 
1999 ARI 72 202 28 5 34 9 
1998 ARI 60 165 2.8 1 4 6 
1997N0 119 440 37 § @2 4 
TRUNGCANIDATE,Rams 
Age: 22 Value: $1 Round: FA 
ROOKIE FROM ARIZONA 
‘BOB CHRISTIAN, Falcons 
Age: 31 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH Yos yec REC. yos 0 
1999 ATL 38 174 46 40 354 7 
1998 ATL 8 21 2.6 19 214 3 
1997 ATL 7 8 11 22 154 1 
REUBEN DROUGHNS, Lions eae 
Age: 22 Value: $1 Round: FA 
ROOKIE FROM OREGON = 
‘TERRELL FLETCHER, Chargers 
Age: 27 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 10 
1999 SD 48 126 26 45 360 0 
1998 SD 152 543 36 30 188 5 
1997 SD 5} 161 32 39 292 0 


BYRON HANSPARD, Falcons 
Age: 24 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos vec REC. yos 10 
1999 ATL 136 383 28 10 ea 
1998 ATL IN 
1997 ATL(R) 53 33563 6 §3:__i3 
GARRISON HEARST, 49ers : 
Age: 29 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos ypc REC. os = 10 


1999 SF IN) 
1998 SF 310 1570 5.1 39 535 9 
1997 SF 234 1019 44 21 194 6 
GREG HILL, free agent (Lions) ali 
Age: 28 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH vos yec REC. yos 10 
1999 DET 144 542 3.8 13 7 2 
1998 STL 40 240 6.0 ] 6 4 
1997 KC 157 550 3.5 12 126 0 
SEDRICK IRVIN, Lions” Ene 
Age: 22 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos ypc REC. yos 10 
1999 DET(R) 36 13337 25: 235) 4 
‘CURTIS KEATON, Bengals ; 
Age: 23 Value: $1 Round: FA 
ROOKIE FROM JAMES MADISON 
‘FRED LANE, Colts — 
Age: 25 Value: $1 Round: 15 

RUSH yos YPC REC. yos 10 
1999 CAR 115 475 4.1 23 163 1 
1998 CAR 205 117 35 12 85 5 
1997 CAR (R) 182 809 Re 27 7 
BRIAN MITCHELL, Redskins CTY a 
Age: 32 Value; $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos yrc REC. yos 10 
1999 WAS 40 220 5.5 31 305 pk 
1998 WAS 39 208 5.3 44 306 3 
1997 WAS 23 107 47 36 438 4 


PREVIEW Spree PRO FOOTBALL 2000 @ 157 


SIE HUINULNY 


peo Backs 


‘Age: 26 Value: ST Rent FA 
RUSH yos yPc REC. yos 1 
Hs MAN MAUBRE ots an 0 0 


oe 30 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH yos yee REC. Yos i 
1999 ARI 195 553 23 49 335 0 
1042 3.8 18 169 «(10 
1086 3.6 27 106 7 


1998 ARI = 274 
cla 300. 
‘STANLEY PRIM 


Age: 26 Value: $1 Round: FA 

RUSH YS YPC oOREC. «= YOS.-—sTO 
1999 MIA 47 158 34 43 312 5 
1998 MIA 6 19 3.2 17 97 1 
1997 MIA 3 0 


. 2.3 5 35 


‘Age: 32 Value: $1 Round: FA 
RUSH Yos Pc REC, yos 1 
1999 DNP 
1998 DET 343 
1997 DET 335 
>H E Al ; 


1491 43 37 289 4 
Bl 6.1 3330514 


ars Value: SOR Round: kK 

RUSH YOS vec REC, YDS iD 
1999 NY) 16 84 5.3 29 302 3 
0 
1 


= 


999N) «= oL kD 
1997 NY 2170336150 


Age: 26 Value: $0 Roun FA 

RUSH yds yPc REC, yos 
1999 JAX 23 82 3.6 4 137 
(eneD Al 26 . 140 54 4 20 


ocos 


RUSH vos YPC REC. yos 
199SF 58276 $8 32282 
Is9BSFR) 0 0 1 il 


ond 


Age: 31 Value: $O Round: FA 

RUSH vos Yrc REC. yos 
1999 CHI 6 28 47 4 116 
1998 CHI 173 611 3.5 28 209 


nod 


1997 6B ONP 


f r, Giants. 
Kegs 24 Value: $0 Round: FA 

RUSH yos YPC REC, yos 10 
1999 NYG (R) . 28 128 4.6 5 2 oF 


Age: 31 Value: SO Round: FA 

RUSH vos yec REC, yos To 
1999 PHI 12 75 6.3 2 28 l 
1998 CIN 1? 56 3.3 27 153 0 
1997 CIN al 97 ai 6 31 249 2 


Age: 31 Value; $0 Round: FA 

RUSH Yos vec REC, YOS 
1999 NYG 55 177 3.2 2 2 
1998NYG 247 = 1063 43 13 36 


Suos 


1997 SD 253 945 a 21 137 


Age: 27 Value: $0 Round: FA 

RUSH yos vec REC. yos 0 
1999 SEA 14 38 2.7 34 228 1 
1998 SEA ] 2 2.0 0 0 0 
1997 SEA = -. 


Nae: 26 Value: $0 Round: FA 

RUSH yos ypc REC. yos 10 
1999 SD 92 287 31 16 86209 «3 
1998 SD P| 23 2.1 4 a 8 
al SD (R) _ 30 oi 3.2 2 4 0 


26 Value: $O Round: FA 

RUSH os yPc REC. yos 10 
1999 CIN 6 15 2.5 3 24 1 
1998 CIN 2 4 2.0 6 25 0 
cl ce : 128 464 3.6 21 157 7 


‘Age: 27 Value: $0 Round: FA 

RUSH yos YPC REC. = YOS._— ss TO 
1999 DAL 14 S.A 0 0 0 
1998 CHI 29 22 42 It 102 2 
1997 SD(R) 0 Q ss 0 0 0 
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fee 25 Value: $0 Round: FA2 
RUSH YDS 
1999 KC (R) 35 128 


Age: 31 Value: $O Round: FA 
RUSH vos 
1999 NO 7 40 
1998 NO 45 180 
1997 SD _20 a 


yc 
37 


PC 
24 
4.0 
3.6 


os 


owosd 


Age: 25 Value: 0 tii: FA 
RUSH yos 
1999 NO 20 32 
1998 NO 55 143 
1997 NO (R) 73 oe 


Pc 
1.6 
2.6 
mt 


cwos 


‘AUTRY DENS‘ 
Age: 23 Value: $0 Foie FA 
RUSH YDS 
1999 MIA(R) 28 — 98 
ARC EDWA ARDS, | Browns | 
fae 25 Value: $0 Round: FA 
RUSH YDS 
1999 CLE 6 35 
1998 SF 22 94 
1997 SF (R) 5 7 


yPc 


Pc 
58 
4.3 


3.5 


os 


YDS 


218 


Age: 25 Value: $0 Round: FA 
RUSH YDS 
1999 NE INJ 


1998 NE so _ 231 1115S 


_38 


Ag TM 


ae 25 Value: $0 Round: FA 
RUSH yOS YPC REC. yos = 
1999 WAS 78 27) 3.3 8 72 3 
BS WAS (R) 122 433 3.5 4 23 8 
“l4- ore Vu SA ee Wa et 


os 24 Value: $0 Rou “ 

RUSH os yPc REC. yos =D 
1999 STL 78 294 3.8 14 1635, 
1998 sit R) 98 m 230 


Age: 29 Voie: so pape FA 

RUSH yos YPC REC. yos 
1999 IND 0 
1998 BUF-GB 95 394 4] 20 188 
1997 BUF 22 106 48 13 106 


Age: 33 Value: $0 Round: FA 

RUSH yos YPC REC. Yos D 
1999 CAR 25 72 29 13 103 0 
1 
1 


= 


1998CAR «36 s131.—'— 36272 
1997CAR_— 9735837 15B 


‘Age: 26 Value: $0 aap FA 

RUSH ys ¥PC REC, YDS 0 
1999 NY) l 2 2.0 0 0 0 
1998 NYJ 41 85 45 13 222, 4 
1997 NY) MY 48 158 a 3.3 16 142 4 


= 


ESH 4 MUN, Gli 
Age: 29 Value: $0 resid: FA 
RUSH yos YPC REC. YOS 1 
1999 NYG 61 143 23 12 86 3 
1998 DNP 
1397 ARI 23 81 3.5 15 176 = 4 


Age: 33 Value: $o Round: FA 
RUSH yos 
1999 BAL 38 134 
1998 MIN 23 67 
1997 MIN 43 157 


YPC 
3.5 
2.9 


3.7 


Age: 28 Value: SO Round: FA 
YPC 
2.2 
2.5 
3.0 


RUSH oS 
1999 CAR 35 78 
1998 CAR 28 71 
Bal SF 78 24 


foe “si Waive: $0 Round: FA 


RUSH 
1999 BUF 0 
1998 BUF 11 


1997 NE 


Age: 25 Value: $0 Round: FA 
RUSH yOS 
1999 BAL 0 0 ---- 
1998 BAL 35 109 
1997 BAL (R) 81 239 . 


REC. 


REC. 


REC. 
164 


235 


152 


179 


| 


Snws 


Age: 23 Value: $0 Round: FA 
RUSH vos 

1999 SEA 26 120 

1998 SEA(R) 35 209 


ypc 
46 
6.0 


Age: 32 Value: $O Round: FA 
RUSH yos 
1999 DEN 7 66 
1998 DEN 4 13 
Heol DEN 7 aA 


Pc 
3.9 
3.3 
3.8 


ound 


‘Age: 28 Value: $o Round: FA 
RUSH yos 
I999CIN = Bo 
1998 IND «1066 
1997 IND 46 las 


ypc 
28 
6.6 


ood 


‘Age: 29 Value: $0 Round: FA 
RUSH yos 
1999 GB 7 29 
1998 GB 23 61 
1997 GB 31 113 


YPC 
4.) 
27 
3.6 


H+wos 


Age: "23 Value: $0 Round: FA 
RUSH = YOS-—=sés«YPC)C#REC.:«Ss YDSO 
1999MAR) 91618 3h 


Age: 29 Value: $O Round: FA 

RUSH yYos YPC REC. yos 
1999 STL 3 3 1.0 3 22 
1998 STL 44 180 4] 64 667 
1997 STL 28 104 37 61 825 


| 


Age: 32 Value: $O Round: ‘A 

RUSH yos YPC REC. yos = 
1999 DEN 40 203 5.1 1] 50 1 
1998 DEN 53 161 3.0 2 29 2 
1997 DEN eh 124 sea 0 2 10 1 


‘Age: 24 Value: $0 Round: FA 
RUSH = -YOS_-—=sYPC.=OCOREC. «SWS 
1999ARI(@) 8 709100 


Age: 29 Value: $0 Round: FA 

RUSH vos YPC REC. yosS 10 
1999 CHI 16 104 6.4 20 151 1 
1998 CHI 4 8 2.0 4 37 1 


1997 DET Oa 


Age: 22 Value: Round: ; 
ROOKIE FROM MARSHALL 


Age: 24 Value: $o Round: FA 
RUSH Yos YPC REC. yos 


10 
1999 ATL 14] 452 3.2 17 72 2 
1998 ATL(R) 18 50 1 Hi. 0 


VIOND P PARKEF 


Ne 23 Value: $O Round: FA 
RUSH yos YPC REC. yos 10 
1999 GB oh 36 1c si 5.1 4 : 15 Zz 


Age: 33 Value: ‘sO Round: FA 

RUSH yYos yPc REC. yos 0 
1999 NY) 27 133 49 15 113 0 
1998 MIA 8 20 7s) 21 221 0 
ioe) MIA 18 - Be 3.3 28 301 1 


Me 24 Value: $0 Round: FA 

RUSH YOS YPC REC. «= YOS 
1999 NO 48 «180 = 38 4 26 
1998NO(R) 30 122 41 1 2 


ood 


JON RITCHIE, Raiders 
Age: 25 Value: SO Round: FA 

RUSH yos yPc REC. yos WD 
1999 DAK 5 12 24 45 408 1 
1998 0AK(R) 9 0d a 2D 29 225; _\0 
RON RIVERS, free agent (Lions) 
Age: 28 Value: $O Round: FA 

RUSH YoS YPc REC. yoS 1D 
1999 DET 82 295 3.6 22 173 ] 
1998 DET 19 102 54 3 58 l 
1997 DET 29 16657 0 0 ] 
CORY SCHLESINGER, Lions 
Age: 28 Value: $0 Round: FA 

RUSH yos YPC REC. vos 
1999 DET 43 124 29 21 151 
1998 DET 5 7 34 3 16 
1997 DET 7 ll 16 5 69 


ees — | 


TREMAYNE STEPHENS, Chargers 
Age: 24 Value: $O Round: FA 


RUSH yos yrc REC. yos 1 
1999 SD 24 61 2.5 18 133 4 
1998SD(R) 35 122 35 2 9g 4 
RODNEY THOMAS, Titans : 
Age: 27 Value: $O Round: FA 

RUSH yos YPC REC. yos a] 
1999 TEN 43 164 38 9 72 1 
1998 TEN 24 100 42 6 55 2 
1997 TEN 67 310 42 30 208 ] 


IT SHOULD GO WITHOUT SAYING that 
wide receivers are the most dependent position 
in the fantasy game—without a solid quarter- 
back tossing to him, you can't expect much fan- 
tasy value for your wide receiver. Last season 
was 4 good example—Terrell Owens was a 
huge disappointment without Steve Young 
throwing to him, and Keyshawn Johnson 
posted better TD totals with Vinny 
Testaverde at QB in ‘98. Still, speed and ball- 
handling are two traits of receivers that aren't 
affected by the quarterback, and those alone 
can make a bigger difference in this position 
than you might expect. ... Jimmy Smith is a 
good example of this—Mark Brunell had a 
disappointing season in Jacksonville, yet Smith 
still racked up great numbers. He will continue 
to take the majority of catches this season, 
although we expect a slight dropoff as Brunell 
looks to less-covered Keenan McCardell 
more often this season. ... Speaking of Johnson 
and Owens, we're not overly optimistic about 
either player in their current offensive 
schemes, The Buccaneers aren’t a team known 
for the long pass, which will hurt Johnson’s 
numbers, and the 49ers have been in a tailspin 
since Steve Young had his millionth concus- 
sion early last season. ... After a phenomenal 
rookie ‘98, Randy Moss posted merely a 
respectable '99, by his standards. Put Moss’ 
numbers on any other receiver and you have a 
career year (in most every case), but it’s clear 
now that the thing that makes Moss a superhu- 
man fantasy receiver is who is throwing him 
the ball. With Minnesota’s quarterback situa- 
tion a mess as of press time, expect great, but 
not spectacular, numbers from Moss and veter- 


an Cris Carter. ... Marvin Harrison, 
Terrence Wilkins, Jerome Pathon and 
E.G. Green are among the most fortunate 
wide receivers in the game—they have young 
superstar Peyton Manning providing the 
passes. Harrison is still clearly the go-to guy 
here, especially with Wilkins continuing to 
return kickoffs for the Colts. ... Eric Moulds 
is still one of the great young receivers in the 
game, and we have confidence in Rob 
Johnson's passing game. He could be under- 
valued. We think Peerless Price might be a 
sleeper in that offense now that Andre Reed 
has left town. ... Can Isaac Bruce really pull 
off another season like his ‘99? We're betting 
no, because of two major factors working 
against him—his injury history, and the fact 
that quarterback Kurt Warner had a career 
year. To have those two work so much in his 
favor a second consecutive season is asking a 
lot. We think Torry Holt is a better bargain in 
that offense, although he’s not a good top 
option for your team. ... Muhsin Muhammad 
is still the better choice of receivers in 
Carolina, and if quarterback Steve Beuerlein 
isn’t as sharp this season, Muhammad's totals 
are less likely to tail off than second-man 
Patrick Jeffers. ... Watch for opposing 
defenses to key in on Joey Galloway in his 
new offense in Dallas and Marcus Robinson 
coming off his breakout season. Raghib 
Ismail might be forgotten by opponents and in 
your fantasy draft, so he might be good to 
stash, ... Tim Brown, Antonio Freeman, 
Johnnie Morton and Rod Smith are old reli- 
ables—each is good for about 1,000 yards and 
six touchdowns or so year in and year out, but 


LAMONT WARREN, Patriots © 
Age: 27 Value: $O Round: FA 


RUSH yos YPC REC. yos =D 
1999 NE 35 12034 29 «2621 
1998 IND 25 61 24 11 442 
1997 IND 28 sO 29) 2? 
CHARLES WAY, Giants } 
Age: 27 Value: $O Round: FA 

RUSH yos YPC REC. yos 10 
1999 NYG 49 141 2.9 il se 
I998NYG 114 432 38 31 131 4 
1997 NYG 151 698 46 37 3045 


be careful about overpaying for any of them 
due to their reputations. Just because you've 
heard of them doesn’t mean they're safe to 
overbid for. ... We may not like Washington’s 
quarterback situation from a fantasy stand- 
point, but having Brad Johnson and Jeff 
George throwing to Michael Westbrook 
and Albert Connell is appealing to us. The 
Redskins might not lean so heavily on the run 
this season. ... If you’re looking for some solid 
youngsters to build your receiving corps for the 
future, take a look at Kevin Johnson, Kevin 
Dyson, David Boston and Troy Edwards. 
Johnson is probably your best best, since he’s 
with the terrible Cleveland Browns and has a 
young, up-and-coming quarterback throwing to 
him in Tim Couch. Couch-to-Johnson might 
be as appealing a combination as Manning-to- 
Harrison in a year or two. Watch out for over- 
spending on Dyson, though, after national 
exposure in the Super Bowl. ... Germane 
Crowell, Amani Toomer and Derrick 
Mayes each are coming off breakout seasons, 
and we predict each should come close to 
repeating their '99 totals. They would all make 
solid choices for your second receiver. ... 
Beware of becoming a living-in-the-past fantasy 
owner—Carl Pickens, Tony Martin, Eddie 
Kennison and Herman Moore were all solid 
receivers in recent seasons, but make extreme- 
ly risky picks this year. Pickens will likely be 
out of Cincinnati by the season’s start. ... The 
Saints are an interesting team heading into the 
season, with long-throwing Jeff Blake provid- 
ing the passes. Jake Reed might be a sleeper 
this season, as he was well-hidden behind Moss 
and Carter in Minnesota the past two seasons. 
.. With the possible exceptions of the players in 
parentheses. we wouldn't touch any of the 
receivers in the San Francisco (Owens), 
Cleveland (Kevin Johnson), Kansas City 
(Derrick Alexander), Pittsburgh (Edwards), 
San Diego, Chicago or Philadelphia offenses—and 
even those players will probably go for higher 
than they should in your auction. The Chargers 
and Eagles are especially dreadful—if you end up 
with one of their wide receivers on your roster, 
you're in trouble. If you've got one starting, con- 
sider your entry fee a charity donation. 


JIMMY SMITH, Jaguars 
Age: 31 Value: $35 Round: 1 


REC yYos AG =D 
1999 JAX 116 1636 «M46 
1998 JAX 78 «1182 «15288 
1997 JAX 82 1244 «161 4 


RANDY MOSS, Vikings 
Age: 23 Value: $34 Round: 1 

REC yos AVG =D 
1999 MIN 80 «1413 177s 
1998 MIN (R) 69 1313 #190 17 


MARVIN HARRISON, Colts sah 
Age: 28 Value: $31 Round: 1 

REC YDS Ave = TD 
1999 IND 15 «61663 145 7 
1998 IND 59 43606«|:132) 7 
1997 IND 73 «6866 «=o 119s«*&G 
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ERIC MOULD, Bills 
Age: 27 Value: $30 Round: 2 

REC ros 
1999 BUF 65 994 
1998 BUF 67 1368 
1997 BUF 29 294 
ISAAC BRUCE, Rams 
Age: 27 Value: $28 Round: 2 

REC yos 
1999 STL 771165 
1998 STL 32. 457 
1997 STL 56 815 
KEYSHAWN JOHNSON, Buccaneers 
Age: 28 Value: $28 Round: 2 

REC vos 
1999 NYJ 89 1170 
1998 NYJ 83 = 113) 
1997 NYJ 70 963 
MUHSIN MUHAMMAD, Panthers 
Age: 27 Value: $26 Round: 3 

REC vos 
1999 CAR 96 8 =1523 
1998 CAR ‘ 94) 
1997 CAR 317 
MARCUS ROBINSON, wae 
Age: 25 Value: $26 Round: 3 

REC vos 
1999 CHI 84 = 1400 
1998 CHI (R) 4 Ad 
TIM BROWN, Raiders 
Age: 34 Value: $25 Round: 3 

REC Yos 
1999 OAK 90 (1241 
1998 OAK 81 = 1012 
1997 OAK 104 1408 
MICHAEL WESTBROOK, Redskins 
Age: 28 Value: $25 Round: 3 

REC vos 
1999 WAS 65 1191 
1998 WAS 44 736 
1997 WAS 34 «559 
CRIS CARTER, Vikings 
Age: 34 Value: $24 Round: 4 

REC Yos 
1999 MIN 90 «(1241 
1998 MIN 78 «1011 
1997 MIN 89 1069 
JOEY GALLOWAY, Cowboys 
Age: 28 Value: $24 Round: 4 

REC vos 
1999 SEA 22 335 
1998 SEA 65 = 1047 
1997 SEA 72 = 1049 
GERMANE Lions 
Age! 23 Value: $23 Round: 4 

REC YoS 
1999 DET 81 1338 
1998 DET (R) 25 464 
ANTONIO FREEMAN, Packers 
Age: 28 Value: $22 Round: 5 

REC yos 
1999 GB 74 «1074 
1998 GB 84 = 1424 
1997 GB 81 = 1243 
PATRICK JEFFERS, Panthers 
Age: 27 Value: $22 Round: 5 

REC ros 
1999 CAR 63 = 1082 
1998 DAL 18 330 
1997 DEN 3 24 
JOHNNIE MORTON, Lions 
Age: 28 Value: $21 Round: 5 

REC Yos 
1999 DET 80 ©1129 
1998 DET 69 1028 
1997 DET 80 =—-1057 
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BOBBY ENGRAM, Bears 
Age: 27 Value: $20 Round: 5 

REC 
1999 CHI 88 
1998 CHI 
1997 CHI 45 
‘ROD SMITH, Broncos 
Age: 30 Value: $20 Round: 5 

REC 
1999 DEN 79 
1998 DEN 85 
1997 DEN 70 
AMANI TOOMER, Giants 
Age: 25 Value: $20 Round: 5 

REC 
1999 NYG 73 
1998 NYG 27 
1997 NYG 16 
KEVIN JOHNSON, Browns 
Age: 24 Value: $18 Round: 6 

REC 
1999 CLE (R) ; 66 
DERRICK MAYES, Seahawks 
Age: 26 Value: $18 Round: 6 

REC 
1999 SEA 62 
1998 GB 30 
1997 GB 18 
DARNAY SCOTT, Bengals 
Age: 28 Value: $17 Round: 6 

REC 
1999 CIN 68 
1998 CIN 51 
1997 CIN 54 
IKE HILLIARD, Giants 
Age: 24 Value: $16 Round: 7 

REC 
1999 NYG 72 
1998 NYG 51 
1997 NYG (R) 2 
JAKE REED, Saints 
Age: 32 Value: $16 Round: 7 

REC 
1999 MIN Bey 
1998 MIN xu 
1997 MIN 68 
ED MCCAFFREY, Broncos 
Age: 32 Value: $15 Round: 7 

REC 
1999 DEN 71 
1998 DEN 64 
1997 DEN 45 
FRANK SANDERS, Cardinals 
Age: 27 Value: $15 Round: 7 

REC 
1999 ARI 79 
1998 ARI 89 
1997 ARI 75 
PETER WARRICK, Bengals 
Age: 23 Value: $15 Round: 7 
PLAYED FOR FLORIDA STATE IN COLLEGE 
CARL PICKENS, Bengals 
Age: 30 Value: $14 Round: 8 

REC 
1999 CIN 57 
1998 CIN 82 
1997 CIN 52 
TERANCE MATHIS, Falcons 
Age: 33 Value: $14 Round: 8 

REC 
1999 ATL 81 
1998 ATL 64 
1997 ATL 62 
TERRY GLENN, Patriots 
Age: 26 Value: $13 Round: 8 

REC 
1999 NE 69 
1998 NE 50 
1997 NE 27 


431 


AVG 
108 
15.4 

89 


AVG 
12.9 
142 
16.9 


AVG 
15.0 
13.3 
16.4 


AVG 


149 


AVG 
134 
13.1 
16.1 


AVE 
15.0 
16.0 
148 


AVG 
13.8 
140 


210 


AVG 
146 
13.9 
16.7 


AVG 
143 
16.5 
13.) 


AVG 
12.1 
12.9 
13.6 


AVS 
12.9 
12.5 
13.4 


AVG 
125 
178 
129 


AVG 
16.6 
158 
16.0 
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QADRY ISMAIL, Ravens 
Age: 29 Value: $13 Round: 8 

REC 
1999 BAL 68 
1998 NO 0 
1997 MIA ail 
Age: 26 Value: $12 Round: 9 

REC 
1999 WAS 62 
1998 WAS 28 
EVN WAS (R) 39 

KEVIN DYSON, Titans 

Age: 25 Value: $12 Round: 9 

REC 
1999 TEN 54 
1998 TEN (R) 21 
TERRELL OWENS, 49ers 
Age: 26 Value: $12 Round: 9 

REC 
1999 SF 60 
1998 SF 67 
1997 SF : 60 
Age: 23 Value: $12 Round: 9 

REC 
1999 STL (R) §2 
DAVID BOSTON, Cardinals _ 
Age: 22 Value: $12 Round: 9 

REC 
1999 ARI (R) 40 
Age: 30 Value; $12 Round: 9 

REC 
1999 JAX 78 
1998 JAX 64 
1997 JAX 85 
PLAXICO BURRESS, Steelers 
Age: 23 Value: $11 Round: 10 
PLAYED FOR MICHIGAN STATE IN COLLEGE 
TROY EDWARDS, Steelers 
Age: 23 Value: $11 Round: 10 

REC 
1999 PIT (R) 61 
JEFF GRAHAM, | 
Age: 31 Value: $11 Round: 10° 

REC 
1999 SD 57 
1998 PHI 47 
1997 NYJ 42 
TONY MARTIN, Dolphins 
Age: 34 Value: $11 Round; 10 

REC 
1999 MIA 67 
1998 ATL 66 
1997 SD 63 
WAYNE CHREBET, Jets 
Age: 27 Value; $10 Round; 11 

REC 
1999 NY) 48 
1998 NY) 715 
1997 NYJ ; 58 
Age: 30 Value: $10 Round: 11 

REC 
1999 DAL 80 
1998 CAR 69 
1997 CAR 36 
BILL: Packers 
Age: 29 Value: $10 Round: 11 

REC 
1999 GB 74 
1998 GB 31 
1997 GB 2 
TIM DWIGHT, Falcons — 
Age: 25 Value: $9 Round: 11 

REC 
1999 ATL 32 
1998 ATL (R) 4 


AVG 
17 


AVG 
17.0 
12.8 


129 


AVG 
15.5 
17.9 


14.3 


AVG 
13.1 
144 


Be 


AVG 
13.7 
148 
11.6 


AVG 
142 
14.6 
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Age: 25 Value: $9 Fount 11 

REC yos AVG =D 
1999 IND 21 287 «13.70 
HS. 


1998 ND) 15177 


om pepe 12 


REC os AVG =D 
1999 TB 56 7917.03 
1998TB(R) 425] 3 


17.9 


Age: 27 Value: $7 Round: 12 


REC yos AVG =D 

1999 NO 61 «6835 13.7 4 
1998 STL 7 8234 «138 I 
404 He aes 


1997 on 25 


Age: 29 Value: $7 Round: 12 


REC yos AVE = TD 

1999 NE 36 471 13.11 

1998 NE 23 346 0=~C‘z2USADssd 

1997 NE 41 607 ~=148 6 
4 paeerinee ORE, Li - ~ : 

REC Yos ANG) =o 

1999 DET 16 197 «123 2 

1998 DET a2 (983: 120 5 

8 


1997 DET 


por 37 Value: $7 Round: 12 


REC yos AVG =D 

1999 SF 67 830 «(124 «5 

1998 SF 82-1157 41° 9 

1997 SF = 7 ALL at 
“Age: 29 Value: $7 F Round: 12 

REC yos AVG =D 

1999 SEA 58 992. 71 oF 

1998 NO 53 823. 155 1 

2 


1997 IND 68 


12 


‘Age: 28 Value: $7 Round: 13 


REC YoS AG =D 

1999 KC 35586 «16.76 
1998 KC 4 19% Mt 1 
0 


a ae ae 


32.5 


REC Yos NG TD 

1999 SF 4 0C<CM I 
1998 SF O38 6: 122 8 
126 4 


a a 


REC YDS AVG =D 
1999 NO 42 796 «19.0 «6 
1998 NO 2 509122 
a Ah 9a5 ip 


Age: 24 Value: $6 Round: 14 


Rec 8 YDS AGT 
1999 PIT 61 =638 Ss 10.5 7 
246 0 


1998 PIT (R) 15 16.8 


Age: 28 Value: = “ergy 14 


REC yos AVG =D 
1999 KC 5483254 
1998 KC 5499284 
1997 65 1009 155 9 


REC os NG =D 
1999 MIA 48 803 «(167 6 
SSE MA 4 713 1497 

REC YoS AG «1D 
1999 TEN 3 648 
1998 TEN 38 4931303 
1997 PIT 79° 1398 1777 


PEERLESS PRICE, Bills 


Age: 24 Value: $5 Round: 15 
REC 
1999BUF(R) 31 


3 
ws 


Age: 31 Value: $5 Round: 15 


REC yos AVG =D 
1999 ARI 37621 16R OS 
1998 ARI 67 982 «1475 
i 97 1584 163 8 


Age: 26 Value: $5 Round: 15 


REC yos AVE =D 
1999 NYJ 22 «32548 
1998 NYJ 2 477 #19l 4 
1997 wy) oe 18 212, 8d 


Age: 23 Value: $5 Paani 15 


REC YDS ave =D 
1999 STL 36 «6771888 
1998 ST ag 247 24 


yos AG =D 

1999 PHI 49 655 134 4 
1998 IND 45 681 151 7 
15.3} 


1ST 


REC yos AVG =D 

1999 CHI 44-426 97 4 
1998 CHI 54733, «13.6 3 
155 3 


199 a: 2 


REC yos AVG =D 

1999 PHI 34 HN4 12.21 
1998 PIT 65 «815 «1257 
568 2 


 —_—_ 46 


12.3 


re 30 Value: $4 maa 16 


REC Yos AVG =O 

1999 MIA 43 516 120 2 
1998 MIA 90 1050 1? 7 
1997 MIA 943124 | 
* REC YDS AVG =D 

1999 NE 40 698 «175 6 
1998 NE 340 7172 
1997 NE 54 Bal 15.6 2 
* Ree yos AVG =D 

4 


1S99CLE (R) Ad Md 


ep: "29 Value: 33 Round: F.A, 
Rec 8 YDS AGT 
1999 OAK 3955242 
1998 OAK 45 882 196 6 
1997 0AK 46 17.5 12 


Age: 25 Value: $3 Round: FA 
REC 
1999 IND (R) _ 


AVG 
13.5 


3 


Age: 24 Value: $2 or F. Ri 


REC yos AVG =D 
1999 68 7 63725 
1998GB(R) 7-900 


Age: 25 Value oper EA 


REC Yos AVG =D 
1999 KC 34428125 2 
1998 KC 19 281 148 0 
1997 KC (R) 1 35350 =O 


j ANTHONY, Buccaneers: 


Age: 24 Value: $2 Round: F.A. 


REIDEL 


REC yos AVG =D 
1999 TB 30.296 3 ft 
1998 TB 51 708 «139 «7 
1997 TB (R) 35 4481284 


JASON TUCKER, Cc 


Age: 24 Value: $2 Round: FA 
REC 
1999 DAL (R) 23 


YoS 
439 


AVG = 10 
au 2 


JERMAINE LEWIS, 
Age: 26 Value: $2 Round: F.A. 


REC oS AG =D 
1999 BAL 2 «812s 
1998 BAL 41784 «1916 
1997 BAL ee ae ee 


To s) D 4 PINK KSTON 
Age: 23 Value: $2 Round: FA 
SLATED SOR SOUTEERN MESSESSIEES IN COLLEGE 


To 
1999 TB 22238 108] 
1998 TB 41 636 «155 2 
1997 ATL 6S 991. 162° 9 9 
10 
1999 MIA 18 234 130 0 


1998 MIA - DID NOT PLAY 
1897 MIA(R)- DID NOT PLAY 


fkings 


Age: 26 Value: $1 Round: x 


REC YDS AVG =D 

1999 MIN 9 180 «6200 2 

1998 MIN 15 2146 MA 0 

1997 MIN (Re 3. 541800 
Me 30 Value: $i Round: F.A. 

REC yos AYG =D 

1999 PIT 30-285 95° 0 

1998 PIT 66 751 M4 1 

1997 PIT : 45 SLT TE Ys Se } 
Age: 24 Value: $1 Round: FA. 

REC YOS AVG =D 

1999 BAL a 526 BL as 

159 = tga: 1 


1998 BAL (R) _ _2 


SYLVESTER aie ORRIS, | iefs 
Age: 22 Value; $1 Round: FA. 


PLAYED FOR JACKSON STATE IN as 


WwTuUCL 


DENNIS NORTH |CUTT, R Brow 
Age: 22 Value: $1 Round: FA, 
PLAYED FOR earn COLLEGE 


JERO! PATH iON, Colts 
Age: 24 nin $1 Round: FA, 

REC YDS AVG «TD 
1999 IND 14 163 16 60 
1998 IND (R) 50 511 10.2 
RICKY PROEHL,Rams  t—t 
Age: 32 Value: $1 Round: F.A. 

REC YDS AVG =D 
1999 STL 33 349 «106 «600 
1998 STL i Sy) mes 92: SR 
1397 CH 58 753 1 Ke 

at) 

1999 BUF 52 536 103 «1 
1998 BUF 63 J95' APS 
1997 BUF _ = - 60 880 47 = 
Age: 25 Value: $1 Round: F.A. 

REC yos AVG =D 
1999 SD 40 429 107 0 
ie: (R) 30 450 150 2 
re 25 Value: $1 Round: FA 

REC YoS Ave =D 
1999 PIT 28 387 138: <9 

0 


1998 SEA (R) PO site JB 


TONY SIMMONS. 


TONY SI 


Age: 25 Value: $1 Round: FA. 


Rec 80 YDS) AVG TD 
1999 NE 19 27% «61450 (2 
1998 NE (R) 23 «474 206 3 
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JUSTIN ARMOUR, free agent (Ravens) 
Age: 27 Value: $O Round: F.A. 

REC yos wG =D 
1999 BAL 37 538 145 4 
1998 DEN ] 23 = 23.0 = 
1997 PHI 0 0 - oO 
REGGIE BARLOW, Jaguars 
Age: 27 Value: $O Round: F.A. 

REC os awe =D 
1999 JAX 16 202. «123')=«1 
1998 JAX ll 168 «6153 0 
1997 JAX , 5 744 148 0 
Age: 25 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 

REC Yos we =D 
1999 PIT 20 186 93 0 
1998 PIT 32 297 93 1 
1997 PIT (R) 12 168 6140 1 


Age: 24 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 


zg 
o 
3 
5 
we 


1999 CHI (R) 19 5.339), 
VINCENT BRISBY, 


Age: 29 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 


REC os AG =D 
1999 NE 18 266 «17.71 
1998 NE 7 % 37 2 
1997 NE 23 276 =6120 2 
NA BROWN, Eagles 
Age: 24 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 

REC YDS AwvG =61D 
1999 PHI (R) ‘18 188 6104. 
CHRIS CALLOWAY, Falcons . 
Age: 32 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 

REC yos AG =D 
1999 ATL 22 344 143 #1 
1998 NYG 62 812 «13.1 =«6 
1997 NYGSS =. 49146 BB 
LAVERANUES COLES, Jets 
Age: 22 Value: $O Round: F.A. 
PLAYED FOR FLORIDA STATE IN COLLEGE 
‘QUINN EARLY, free agent (ets) 
Age: 35 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 

REC yos ave = 1D 
1999 NYJ 6 83 138 #O 
1998 BUF 19 27— aA 
1997 BUF 60 853. 142) 5 
Age: 38 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 

REC Yos AG 6D 
1999 WAS 26 = 254 $8 2 
1998 PHI 49 Sob; UNG 32 
1997 PHI 86 «13160 «61536 


Age: 26 Value: $0 Round: FA. 

REC Yos wG = oD 
1999 ATL 12 219 183 3 
1998 ATL (R) ; 0 0 - 0 
ANDRE HASTINGS, Saints 
Age: 29 Value: $O Round: FA. 

REC yos avG =D 
1999 NO 40 564 M11 
1998 NO 35 455 130 3 
1997 NO _ 48 722 «15.0 5 
MICHAEL IRVIN, free agent (Cowboys) 

. Age: 34 Value: $0 Round: FA. 

REC yos WG) 61D 
1999 DAL 10 167 167) «3 
1998 DAL 4 1057 143° #1 
1997 DAL 75 1180 157 9 
WILLIE JACKSON, free agent (Bengals) 
Age: 29 Value: $O Round: F.A. 

REC Yos AG =D 
1999 CIN 31 369 «192 
1998 CIN 7 165 236 0 
1997 JAX - 17 2066 «6121 =62 
DIETRICH JELLS, Eagies 
Age: 28 Value: SO Round: F.A. 

REC Yos AWG =D 
1999 PHI 10 180 «6180 2 
1998 PHI 2 53 265 0 
1997 NE 1 9 90 0 
JOE JUREVICIOUS, Giants 
Age: 25 Value: SO Round: F.A. 

REC vos WG =D 
1999 NYG 18 318 «1771 
1998 NYG (R) 9 146 16.2 
0 
TERRY MICKENS, free agent (Raiders) 


Age: 29 Value: SO Round: FA. 


rec 8 OOS: aAGSSD 
1999 OAK 20 261 «13.1)=«—0 
1998 OAK * 46 06=COMA 
1997 GB 2 20 1} 
ERNIE MILLS, free agent ‘contend 
Age: 32 Value: $O Round: F.A. 

Rec || DS AGS 
1999 DAL 30 325 «108 «0 
1998 DAL 28 478 Wl 4 
1997 CAR Il 127) = ot 
CHRIS PENN, free agent (Chargers) 
Age: 29 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 

REC 80 OSS sAGSsSTD 
1999 SD 17 2) alae RR | 
1998 CHI 31 48 Wb 3 
1997 CHI 47 586 «61230 «3 


TIGHT ENDS 


AT A POSITION WHERE FEW PLAYERS 
STAND OUT, Kansas City’s Tony Gonzalez 
and Carolina's Wesley Walls are easily the 
best of the lot, They do what other tight ends 
can only dream about; They catch lots of passes 
and many of them are for touchdowns. In fact, 
Gonzalez’s youth (he’s only 24) makes him a 
legitimately good pick even if your league does- 
n't require that you start a tight end. Walls has 
been reliable for years and there’s no reason to 
think that production will drop in 2000. ... 
Frank Wycheck is often Tennessee's first 
option when quarterback Steve McNair drops 
back to pass, The Titans rely on a short passing 
game, but they prefer to run the ball when they 
near the end zone. ... Shannon Sharpe 


162 m PREVIEW Seer PUBLICATIONS 


missed most of last season with an injury, but 
he will bounce back in the Ravens’ new pro- 
ductive passing offense. He could be back near 
his all-pro level. ... Oakland’s Rickey Dudley 
has the long ball potential that few other tight 
ends possess. He also catches a lot of TD pass- 
es. ... Freddie Jones of the Chargers is the 
best tight end you may have never heard about. 
He can’t be counted on for many TDs, but he 
will catch four or five balls a game. ... Ben 
Coates was released by New England and was 
searching for a job in the offseason. He could 
be good in the right offense. ... Green Bay will 
be banking on rookie Bubba Franks to 
replace Mark Chmura, who was arrested in 
the offseason, and Tyrone Davis, who lost his 


JERRY PORTER, Raiders © 
Age: 22 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 
PLAYED FOR WEST VIRGINIA IN COLLEGE 
MIKE PRITCHARD, Seahawks 
Age: 31 Value: $O Round: FA. 


REC YOS wc) =D 
1999 SEA 26 3735 «44 2 
1998 SEA 58 742 «128 «= 3 
1997 SEA 64 843 613.2) =2 
ANDRE RISON, Chiefs 
Age: 33 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 

REC vos GEG =o 
1999 KC 21 218 «6104 «(0 
1998 KC 40 542 136 5 
1997 KC 72 «109215. 2 } 
CHRIS SANDERS, Titans 
Age: 28 Value: $O Round: F.A. 

REC yos wc =o 
1999 TEN 20 336 «168 1 
1998 TEN 5 136 272 0 
1997 TEN 31 498 161 3 
LESLIE SHEPHERD, free agent (Browns) 
Age: 30 Value: $O Round: F.A. 

REC yos NG =D 
1999 CLE 23 274 ng 0 
1998 WAS 3 712 «166 «8 
1997 WAS 29 562 194 5 
R. JAY SOWARD, Jaguars : 
Age: 22 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 
PLAYED FOR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IN COLLEGE 
BRYAN STILL, Chargers 
Age: 26 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 

REC yos awe =D 
1999 SD 8 % 120 0 
1998 SD 43 605 Wl 2 
1997 SD 24 324 135 #0 
KARL WILLIAMS, Buccaneers = 
Age: 29 Value: $O Round: F.A. 

REC yos awe =D 
1999 1B 2i 176 84 0 
1998 TB rat 252 « «(120 «(1 
1997 TB 33 48 147 0 
KEVIN WILLIAMS, Bilis 
Age: 29 Value: SO Round: FA. 

REC vos we 6D 
1999 BUF 31 381 123 0 
1998 BUF 29 3920«d#‘SS (ss 
1997 ARI : 20 273,— 43.7 I 
CRAIG YEAST, Bengals 
Age: 24 Value: SO Round: F.A. 

REC YDS AVG =D 
1999 CIN (R) 3 20 67 (0 


starting job late last season. ... David Sloan 
gives the Lions a reliable pass-catcher to com- 
plement Detroit's long-ball offense. ... Pete 
Mitchell could kill your yards per catch aver- 
age in the Giants’ offense, but he will pull 
down 50 or more receptions. ... Highly paid 
Ken Dilger will continue to get 40 or more 
catches in the Colts’ productive offense. ... 
Rookie Anthony Becht will start for the Jets. 

Byron Chamberlain and Dwayne 
Carswell will split time with Denver. ... 
Expect a solid season from the Saints’ 
Cameron Cleeland, who was hurt last year. 
.. Veteran Jackie Harris will be more of a tar- 
get than David LaFleur in Dallas. ... Buffalo 
will get 40 receptions from Jay Riemersma, 
and so will Washington from Stephen 
Alexander. ... Eric Bjornson gets to start 
over in New England after a disappointing 
Dallas career. ... Don’t expect much more than 
two catches a game from Kyle Brady in 


Jacksonville or Tony McGee in Cincinnati, 


two offenses built around wide receivers, 


1999 KC 76 849 «12 
1998 KC 59 bab 05, 2 
1997 KC (R) 33 308 112° 12 
‘ YW. TEE  Panthe = Sree. " ic a 
Age: 34 ‘Value: $22 Round: 4 
Rec Yds Avg 1D 
1999 CAR 63 822 13.0 12 
1998 CAR 49 506 103 5 
1997 CAR 58 Ha a 36 
1999 TEN 69 641 93 2 
1998 TEN 70 768 «1102 
1227 TEN _ = 63 748 41.9 4 


nae 32 Value: $15 Round:8 
Reo |OCOYDS AGS 


1999 DEN 23 224 97 0 
1998 DEN 64 768 = =612.0 +10 
1997 DEN 72 Lio? 154 3 
DUDLEY, Raidiets 

Age: 28 Value: $13 Round: 10 
REC yos AvG =D 
1999 OAK 39 §55 142 9 
1998 OAK 35 540 154 5 
7 


EC | —_ 48 787 16.4 2 
FERRO NERC he Fret eis Tea 


1999 SD 56 = 670 Ss «120 «© 2 
1998 SD 57 602ss10«6—ss 3 
1997 SD(R)_ Al 92505: 9123) 2 
ag } a fre pr Satnotsh 


REC Yos AWG =D 
1999 NE 32-370 162 
1998 NE 67 = 668 s1000s*G 


Age: 22 Value: $9 Round: 12 
ROOKIE ire 


REC YOS AVG. 10 
1999 DET 47 591 126 4 
1998 DET ll HG; 2133: 21 
Ce at aa 264 910 

REC os AVG =D 
1999 NYG 58 520 30 33 
1998 JAX 38 = 363 S96 32 
1997 JAX 35380 10.94 
KeNnieR GER, Colts) AOS AI 

REC yos AVG =D 
1999 IND 40 479 120 2 
1998 IND 31 303 we 
1997 IND ee, 27 380 14.1 3 
(ANTHONY BECHT, a Aa Y 
Age: 23 Value: $4 Round: 16 


ROOKIE RO | WEST NIRGINUN 


Age: 28 Value: $4 Round: 16 
REC yos AVG =D 


1999 DEN 32-488 «1532 
1998 DEN 3 12 0 
coe a. ABs OO me 18 90 0 

REC yos AVG =oTD 
1999 NO 2 4632 «125 
1998 NO (R) 54 684127 

E HARRIS = C hy wb ‘Sate EFT Cl 

1999 TEN 2% 4297 «4 1 
1998 TEN 43 412962 
1997 TB 19 «197108 


REC os AWG =D 
1999 BUF 37 49634 
1998 BUF 2% 288 1b 6 
197BUR HBB 


Redskins ere 


Age: 24 Value: $2 Round: 16 


REC os AVG =D 
1999 WAS 29 «32423 
Lo ne ATE Se 
(DANIDIEARERUR/Oiiibiis HillleaeeS aa 


1999 DAL 3 32227 
1998 DAL 0 ih 88 2 
1997 DAL R) a cceceelO 122682 


Age: a5 are rs Round: F.A. 


REC YoS ANG =D 
1999 DAL 10 |) GS 9 
1998 DAL 15: 218) 45 } 
CL Te: A ae 
(KYL lars ee 
Age: 28 Value: $1 Round: F.A. 
REC yos AWG = «TD 
1999 JAX 32; 346 108 1 
1998 NYJ 30 315 10.5 5 
1997 NYJ Sa i C2 238 10.8 2 
‘DWAYN SBionces AS 
Age: 28 Value: $1 Round: F.A. 
REC Yos AVG = TD 
1999 DEN 24201 84 2 
1998 DEN 4 |. 8 O 
1997 DEN at 
Age: 30 Value: $1 Round: F.A. 
REC os AVG =D 
1999 MIA 32-299 93 «+t 
1998 MIA | a 6 2 
1997 MIA. S305 2008, JAZ. Gg 
EW GLOVER, Saints 
“Age: 32 Value: $1 Round: FA 
REC yos AVG =D 
1999 MIN 28 327 Hy 2 
1998 MIN oe 68220495 
HT MIN 32 378 = 1183 
0 MCGEE, Bengals SeEYaricesth 
rr 29 Value: $1 Round: FA. 
REC yos AVG =D 
1999 CIN a. 34. -B2 “2 
1998 CIN we 30S «165° J 
1997CIN 34 414 122.6 
‘MARCUS POLLARD, Colts 
Age: 28 Value: $1 Round: F.A. 
REC yos AVG =D 
1999 IND 34 CTA 4 
1998 IND 24 309 129 4 
1997 IND Cae 10 = 116 _ 116 0 


Age: 30 Value: $1 Round: F.A. 


REC 
1999 GB 14 
1998 GB : 
1997 GB — 115 
JAMIE/ASHER; (ee aden) Eagles 
Age: 27 Value; $0 Round: F.A. 

: REC yos AVG =D 

1999 PHI INJ 
1998 WAS 28 
1997 WAS 


Age: 25 Value: $O Round: F.A. 


REC vos AVG) =D 
1999 PHI 26 «295 «3s 4 
1998 CAR (R) —_ os 145: Sch) 
‘MARK CH S PACKers: Sa en ERS 
Age: 31 Value: $0 Round: FA. 

REC yos AVG =o 
1999 GB 5 55 11.0 0 
1998 GB 47 554 OB 
1997 GB 38 «417 «06 


Age: 28 Value: $0 Round: FA. 


REC yos AVG =D 
1999 SF 34 347 :10.2 0 
1998 SF 12 124 03 3 
1997R SF § 8 9 120 0 
Age: 28 Value: $O Round: F.A. 

REC Yos AVG =D 
1999 STL 1 1] 10 60 
1998 STL 15 105 70. «(0 
1997 Te pe me: 404 10.6 4 

* REC YOS AVG) =D 
1999 MIN 2 «CMs Eye | 
1998 SEA 6 52 hes | 
aE ume ao - 31 361 116 61 
rm 28 Value: $0 Round: FA. 

REC YoS AvG =D 
1999 GB 20 204 «10.22 
1998 GB 18 250 139 7 
1997 . ae 2 28 140) 

REC yos AVG =D 
1999 SEA 35 376 «6107S 0 
1998 SEA 37 ai WZ 2 
erica cota 10 110 ae 0 


i) tA. 
nae 33 Value: $0 Round: JA 
REC yos AVE =D 


1999 NYJ 7 37 53:2 
1998 BAL 34 422 124 1 
1997 BAL eae 65 601 82:9 05 
Age: 24 ‘Value: $0 Rel FA. 

REC YoS AVG =D 
1999R ARE = 30 222 0 


(LONNIE JOH ree ag 
Age: 29 Value: $0 Round: FA. 
REC yos AVG =D 


1999 KC 10 98 98 1 
1998 BUF 14 1446 104 2 
1997 BUF 41 340 S3y-— 2 
‘ERRON k INNES ee 
Age: 23 Value: $0 Round: FA. 

ito FROM FLORIOA 


"Ree yos AVE = TD 
1999 CHI a ow $09. 4 
1998R CH 27103 


“Age: 30 Value: $0 Round: FA. 
REC yos AVG =D 


1999 TB 23 276 = 1205 
1998 TB 24 25 106 4 
ours Vanes ; ml 217 11.4 4 
Age: 26 Value: $0 Round: FA. 

REC yos AVG) =D 
1999 ATL 15 174 «116 «60 
1998 ATL 27 A2B. S836 
peti ATL uy 217 2 

: tree agent (Browns) 

om "28 Value: $0 Roun FA. 

REC yos AVG = TD 
1999 CLE 24 222 93~ =] 
1998 SF 25 266 «#4106 «656 
ee La = 17 180 106 1 


1999 CHI Bo ta 
1998 CHI 23 «6873 2 
1997 CHL AG AGA ADL 


‘Age: 23 Value: $0 Round: F.A. 
ROOKIE FROM KENTUCKY 
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KICKERS 


THE KEY TO DRAFTING KICKERS is accura- 
cy, team scoring potential and leg strength—nat- 
urally, the kicker who is the most accurate, plays 
for the highest-scoring team, or has the strongest 
leg is going to garner the most fantasy points. 
This season, Olindo Mare and Mike Vander- 
jagt fit the bill—Mare has a strong, accurate left 
foot and plays for a team that gets into field-goal 
position frequently; while Vanderjagt has the 
good fortune of playing for the offensively-sound 
Colts.. ... Jason Elam wasn’t hurt terribly by the 
decline in the Denver offense—with Terrell 
Davis adding some more offensive firepower, the 
Broncos should assure Elam of at least 120 
points, and lots of long-distance bonus-point 
kicks. ... Mike Hollis and Steve Christie are 
two more players who fit into the strong-team 
mold. The Jaguars should continue to give Hollis 
plenty of opportunities, and even if the Bills fal- 
ter with Rob Johnson and Antowain Smith 


fronting the offense, Christie will still have plen- 
ty of field-goal chances. ... Jason Hanson is very 
accurate and has good bonus point potential, and 
could be a sleeper this season. With James 
Stewart solidifying the running game in Detroit, 
Hanson might get more extra point opportuni- 
ties. ... In the kids’ department, Martin 
Gramatica, Brett Conway and Kris Brown 
had extremely solid rookie campaigns. If we had 
to gamble, we’d think Gramatica and Conway 
will improve on last season’s performance, but 
Brown might be in for a collapse. The 
Buccaneers will be in the playoff hunt and might 
have a stronger offense with Keyshawn 
Johnson in town. Everyone knows the Redskins 
are going all-out for a Super Bow! run this year, 
but not many fantasy players realize how solid 
Conway's totals were last year. The Steelers’ 
offense isn’t anything to write home about— 
Brown might drop to the 80-point plateau. Keep 


an eye on Sebastian Janikowski as well—he’s 
a well-hyped draftee who should post solid num- 
bers in his first season. ... Gary Anderson and 
Morten Andersen, besides having similar last 
names, are two 40-plus kickers who had big let- 
downs after Super Bowl appearances in 1998. 
After Anderson’s perfect 98, every owner who 
snagged him last year probably overpaid for him. 
He could be underpriced this year due to his age. 
Andersen was hurt tremendously by a paltry 
Atlanta offense—he should post better numbers 
this season. Still, you can do better. ,.. In 181 
career tries, Todd Peterson hasn’t missed a sin- 
gle extra-point kick. On the flipside, John Hall 
has missed 29 field goals over the last three sea- 
sons. ... Ryan Longwell and Adam Vinatieri are 
similar kickers—cach is solid as placekickers go, 
but each has fantasy value very much in line 
with the fortunes of his team.. ... Jeff Wilkins 
probably won't repeat his impressive ’99. His 
numbers were very much the result of the Rams’ 
magical season. ... Al Del Greco and Matt 
Stover could both be undervalued kickers. 
Neither has missed an extra-point kick in the last 
three seasons, and both play for teams that have 
surprisingly underrated offenses. ... We would- 
n't recommend Doug Pelfrey, Wade Richey, 
Cary Blanchard, Norm Johnson or Phil 
Dawson. None of the five plays for a good 
offense. 


Age: 27; Round: 8-10 


FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 MIA 39/46 27/27 9/4 3/5 27/27 144 
1998 MIA 22/27 «178 =5/7—(/2-33/34 99 
1997 MAR) 28/36 24/27 3/6 1/3 33/33. 117 
Age: 30; Round: 8-10 

FG 1-39 40-49 «504 PAT PTS 
1999 IND 34/38 23/25 10/11 +=1/2 43/43 145 


1998 IND (R)_27/31_ 13/13 8/9 6/9. 23/23. 104 


OEM OR CN ars Bes 
MENS Say. 


Age: 30: Round: 9-11 


FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 DEN 29/36 “16/17 8/11 5/8 29/29 116 
1998 DEN «23/27 ‘16/1748 3/4 “58/58 127 
1997 DEN 26/36 20/23 3/8 3/5 46/46. 124 


Age: 28; Round: 9-11 


FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 


1999 JAX 31/38 20/22 10/15 1/1 37/37 130 
1998 JAX 21/26 «17/20 «4/5 «(O/1 «45/45 108 
IS97JAX 31/36 22/25 7/9 2/24/41 134 
‘$14 JASONHANSON, lions 
Age: 30; Round: 10-12 
FG 1-39 40-49 9 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 DET 26/32 12/12 10/12 4/8 28/29 106 
1998 DET 29/33 «15/15 13/15 1/3 27/29 114 
1997 DET 26/29 18/19 5 3/5 39/40 117 
'$14 MARTIN GRAMA’ ine! 
Age: 24; Round: ais - 
1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 TB (R) _ 27/32 18/20 6/8 3/4 25/25 106 
CHRISTIE, Bis 
Age: 32; Round: 11-13 
FG 1-39 40-49 © 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 BUF 25/34 19/22 3/9 3/3 33/33 108 


1998 BUF 33/41. 23/27 9/1 
1997 BUF 24/30 15/18 8/10. 


1/3 41/41 140 
We was wa 


EAA 
J 
Suu 


Age: 40; Round: 12-14 

FG 1-38 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 MIN 19/30 15/19 4/9 0/2 46/46 103 
1998 MIN 35/35 21/21 12/12 2/2 59/59 164 
1997 SF ws 29/36 20/23 8/10 1/3 38/38 125 
‘$11 TODD PETERSON, Seahawks 
Age: 30; Round: 13-15 

FG 1-39 40-49 = 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 SEA 34/40 19/22 14/16 1/2 32/32 134 
1998 SEA 19/24 11/12 5/5 3/7 41/41 98 
1997 SEA 22/28 «16/19 5/7 V2 37/37 103 
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ree pp as 


‘$9 BRETT CONWAY, Redskins 
Age: 25; Round: 14-16 
FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 


1999 WAS (R) 22/32 13/16 6/7 3/9. 49/50. 115 
$9 JOHNMALL Jets 
Age: 26; Round: 14-16 


FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 

1999 NY} 27/33 20/21 712 0/0 27/29 108 

1998 NY) 25/35 18/22 6/10 1/3 45/46 120 

at NYJ(R) 28/41 22/29" 2/6 = A/G 36/36 120 

. RYAN LONGWELL, Packers PATER) 
Fer 26; Round: 14-16 

FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 

1999 GB 25/30 16/18 8/10 1/2 38/38 113 


1998 GB 29/33 20/22 9/10 O/1 41/43 128 
1997 GB(R)__24/30__ 21/25 2/4 A 4B/4B 120 
‘$8 ADAM VINATIERI, Parots 
Age: 27; Round: 14-16 


FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 NE 26/33 20/22 5/9 1/2 29/30 107 
1998 NE 31/39 20/25 9/12 2/2 32/32 127 


1997 NE 25/29 18/20 6/8 1/1 40/40 115 


‘$8 JEFF WILKINS,Rams 
Age: 28; Round: 14-16 

FG 1-39 40-49 (50+ PAT PTS 
1999 STL 20/28 12/13 7/1 1/4 64/64 124 
1998 STL 20/26 12/13 5/7 3/6 25/26 8 
1997 STL 25/37 _ 16/21 7/4 2/2 32/32_107 


$8 ALDELGRECO, Tins 
Age: 38; Round: 14-16 

FG 1-39 40-49 (50+ PAT PTS 
1999 TEN 21/25 «16/18 4/6 1/1 43/43 106 
1998 TEN 36/39 24/24 12/15 0/0 28/28 136 
1997 TEN 27/35 «18/19 714 2/2 32/32 113 
‘$7 SEBASTIAN JANIKOWSKI, Racers 
Age: 22; Round: 15-16 
PLAYED FOR FLORIDA STATE 
‘$7 MATT STOVER, Ravens 
Age: 32; Round: 15-16 

FG 1-39 4049 = 50+ PAT PTS 


1999 BAL 28/33 19/21 97/7 «2/5 32/32 116 
1998 BAL 21/28 «M11 10/17 ~=0/0 24/24 87 
1997 BAL 


Zoot ZUCL U2 S232 iD 
‘$7 DOUG BRIEN, Saints ‘fies 
Age: 29; Round: 15-16 

FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999NO «24/29 «15/18 7/9 2/2 20/21 92 
1998N0 «20/22 -10/10 «6/6 «4/6 31/31 91 
1997N0 «23/27 *13/13 6/9 A/S (22/22 91 


Age: 33; Round: 15-16 

FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 KC 21/28 13/14 7/3 WL 45/45 108 
1998 KC 27/32 «20/20 5/10 2/2 34/34 115 
1997 KC 26/27 12/12 12/13 2/2 35/36 113 
‘$6 MORTEN ANDERSEN, Falcons ‘i 
Age: 40; Round: 15-16 

FG 1-39 40-49 (50+ PAT PTS 
1999 ATL 16/21 1/14 4/6 O/1 34/34 79 
1998 ATL 23/28 15/17 6/9 2/2 51/52 120 
1997 ATL 23/27 18/18 6 2/3 35/35 104 
$5 KRISBROWN, Steers 
Age: 23; Round: 16 

FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 PIT 25/29 16/17__8/11_ —W/1_ 30/31 105 
‘$4 RICHIE CUNNINGHAM, Panthers 
Age: 30; Round: 16 

FG 1-39 40-49 (50+ PAT PTS 
1999DAL-CAR 15/25 11/14 4/10 O/1 44/45 89 
1998 DAL 29/35 «18/21 10/11 = 1/3 40/40 127 
1997 DAL(R) 34/37 26/26 7/10 Wl 24/24 126 
‘$4 JOHNKASAY, Panthers 
Age: 30; Round: 16 

FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 CAR 22/25 «(15/15 = 5/6 2/4 33/33 99 
1998 CAR 19/26 9/10 6/9 4/7 35/37 92 
1997 CAR 22/26 = 15/16 4/4 3/6 25/25 91 
‘$3 JOHN CARNEY, Chargers eles 
Age: 36; Round: 16 

FG 1-39 40-49 50+ 


PAT PTS 


1999 SD 31/36 21/23 9/12) W/122/23 115 
1998 SD 26/30 16/17 8/10 2/3 19/19 97 


1997. Sd oS. 2 oO 5/5 26 
Age: 32: Round: 16 

FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 NYG 7/9 7 «(02 «(0/0 = 9/9 30 
1998 NYG 2/27 «(13/15 W/L = =Wl «32/3295 
IS97NYG = 22/32, 13/14 8/14 WA 27/29 93. 
$2 MICHAEL HUSTED, Races 
Age: 30; Round: F.A. 

FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 OAK 20/31 12/16 8/12 0/3 30/30 90 
1998 TB 21/28 15/20 5/7 Wl 29/30 92 
1997 TB 13/17 7/8 5/63. -32/35 71 
$1 WADE RICHEY, 49ers RON RS 
Age: 24; Round: F.A. 

FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 SF 21/23 15/16 5/6 Wl 27/28 90 
1998 SF (R) 18/27 12/14 «6/13 0/0 49/51 103 


Age: 29; Round: FA. 


FG 1-39 40-49 50+ PAT PTS 
1999 CIN 18/27 17/24 «0/2 «Wi 27/27 «81 
1998 CIN 19/27 11/12 G/10 2/5 21/21 78 
1997 CIN 12/16 41/43 77 


a LL 


6 1-39 40-49 = S0+ PAT PTS 


1999 NYG 1821 Sil S10 OM 19/19 73 
1998 WAS W177 8/10 Ss s-30/31—s«63 
1997 IND 32/41 21/23 10/15 = 3. 21/21 «117 


$1 CHRIS JACKE, ‘oe agent (Anzona) 
Age: 34: Round: F.A. 
FG «1-39 40-49 S06 PAT OPTS 


1999 ARI 19/27 15/17 47 0 26/26 83 
1998 ARI W146 89 18 RCE 
1997 WAS 0 600 (OO lO CUS OS 


THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS and Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers are clearly the cream of the 
crop in your fantasy league this season. We have 
to lean in favor of Florida North, if only because 
the Jags stole Hardy Nickerson from their 
cross-state rivals. Jacksonville was the only 
defense to boast three players with 10+ sacks 
last season (Kevin Hardy 10.5, Tony Brackens 
12, Gary Walker 10), and allowed the fewest 
points of any team in the league. Down in 
Tampa Bay, the Buccaneers simply rode to the 
playoffs by virtue of their defense, which placed 
third in yards against and points allowed. 
Warren Sapp alone ensures this team will have 
value on the sack front. ... We like the 
Baltimore Ravens and Miami Dolphins 
defenses this season. With the Ray Lewis saga 
unresolved as of press time, many fantasy play- 
ers will steer clear of Baltimore—and we believe 
Lewis will play this season. And combined with 
free agent addition Sam Adams, the Ravens 


$17 JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — 
TPG =sRYPG)=—PYPG = PAPG': FR 
1999 270.9 903 1806 136 11 19 56 30 
1998 347.4 1250 2224 21.1 17 13 30 24 
1997 327.4 1084 2190 199 15 14 48 12 
$16 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 
TyPG = RYPG) = PYPG «= PAPG) «FR SCOINT: «= SK OPTS. 
267.5 87.9 1796 147 9 21 43 14 
1998 271.5 989 1726 184 14 12 37 18 
1997 289.1 1011 188.0 164 13 13 44 12 
$14 BALTIMORE RAVENS J 
PAPG =FR OINT) «SK OPTS 


1999 


TYPG = RYPG = PYPG 
1999 263.9 76.9 1869 173 10 21 49 26 
1998 331.1 1066 2245 209 6 17 39 28 
1997 335.2 105.6 2296 216 1) 17 42 18 

TPG «= RYPG «= PYPG «= PAPG) «CFR OCIS: «SK OPTS 
1999 2753 923 1830 210 10 18 39 14 
1998 2772 944 1828 166 7 29 45 24 
1997 _ 335.3__113.3 221.9 


204 17 10 3) 12 
$12 DENVER BRONCOS: i 

TPG «=sRYPG)=s PYPG «= PAPG: «CFR OCINT: «SK OPTS 
1999 297.1 1086 1885 199 11 15 50 16 
1998 3084 804 2280 193 11 19 47 18 
1997 291.9 1127 1793 179 13 

TPG «= RYPG) = PYPG «= PAPG «6OFR OINT: «SK OPTS. 


1999 3278 969 2309 203 24 16 54 26 
1998 320.0 1006 2194 200 7 12 30 24 
1997 3269 983 2286 194 17 14 35 24 


‘$0 PHIL DAWSON, Browns 
Age: 25; Round: F.A. 


Fg 1-39 40-49 950+ PAT PTS 
I999CLE(R) B12 573/50 23/24 83 
$0 NORMJOHNSON, Eases 
Age: 40; Round: F.A. 

fe 1-39 40-49 = S0+ PAT PTS 
1999 PHI 1825 13/17 5/6 0/2 25/25 79 
1998 PIT 26/31 15/15 1/14 0/2 21/21 99 
1997 PT 2/25 11S BB 2 40/80 105 
$0 JEFF JAEGER, free cgent (Chea) 
Age: 35; Round: FA. 

FG 1-39 40-49 «50+ Par PTS 


1999 CHI 2% 02 HW WB 
1998 CHI 2126 19/21 WS Wi 2778 9 
1997 CHI 226 16/19 4/6 Wl 20/20 83 


have a very underrated defense, Miami has a lot 
of depth on defense, but the offense might rank 
among the worst in the league. You'd be sur- 
prised how many players avoid defenses behind 
strong offenses, but a team like the Dolphins is 
going to produce good fantasy stats. ... The 
Denver Broncos defense might seem hurt by 
the potential suspension of Dale Carter for vio- 
lating the league’s drug policy, but keep in mind 
that Carter had a subpar season after signing a 
hefty free agent contract, and Terrell Davis 
should be healthy. The Broncos’ D should 
rebound. ... Super Bowl opponents Tennessee 
and St. Louis will probably go in opposite direc- 
tions fantasy-wise on defense this season. The 
Tennessee Titans will probably have a more 
valuable unit, with budding superstar Jevon 
Kearse coming into his own, while the St. 
Louis Rams will probably fall off their 1999 
pace, if only just a little. ... The AFC West fea- 
tures four respectable, if unspectacular, defenses 


$12 ‘ST. LOUIS RAMS — BST SY on 3 
TYPG = RYPG)~=—sPYPG)~=sPAPG FR INT SK OPTS 
1999: 2936 743 2193 (13); 7 29 57 50 
1998 305.0 1281 1769 236 7 16 50 12 
19973159 1048 2112. 224 1d 25 3818 
TPS RYPE. PYPG " PAPG FR INT «SK OPTS 
305.0 974 207.6 206 13 19 43 18 
1998 2844 1046 179.8 223 14 21 41 42 
1997 382.3 140.4 2419 262 12 10 31 414 
‘$10 SANDIEGO CHARGERS 
TYPE =sRYPG) = PYPG «= PAPG: «FRONT, Ss SK OPTS 
1999 306.6 826 2240 198 12 14 40 20 
1998 263.1 713 1918 214 7 20 39 8 
19973229 106.1 2168 266 Il 15 27 58 
$9 KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 
TYPS «=sRYPG )=s PYPG)«=PAPG:«SC FR: CONT: Ss SK OPTS 
1999 3149 97.3 2176 20.1 20 25 39 48 
1998 3034 1168 1866 227 20 13 40 8 
1997 305.0 1013 2037 145 13 21 54 42 
$8 BUFFALOBILLS 
TYPG = ss RYPG. PYPE 


1999 


PAPG FR ONT SK PTS 


1999 2528 856 167.2 143 9 12 37 6 
1998 2932 933 1999 208 13 18 43 18 
1997 3033 1120 1913 229 7 15 46 0 


$6 NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
TPS «RYPS) «= PYPG «= PAPG«OFR ONT «SK PIS 


1999 300.5 1122 1883 178 15 16 42 24 
1998 323.9 96.7 227.2 206 7 24 36 18 
1997 317.2 101.0 2162 181 13 19 45 26 


$0 CHRIS BONIOL, {ree age: 
Age: 28; Round: F.A. 
FE 1-39 40-49 50+ 


PAT PTS 


1999 CHI Wi8 8/12 «35 «OL 178 50 
1998 PHI 14/21 10/1 39 Wi Wl? 57 
a7 PHI 22/31 18/19 4/11 O/1 33/33 99 


EDDIE MURRAY, free agent (Dalias) 
len 43; Round: F.A. 


‘6 1-39 4045 9 50+ PAT PTS 


1999 DAL 71s) OF 2 6 OIWI0 31 
1998 DID NOT PLAY 
1997 MIN 12/17 8/10 4G 282859 


in the Oakland Raiders, San Diego Chargers, 
Kansas City Chiefs and Seattle Seahawks. 
All of the four aren’t as dominant as they have 
been in the past, but should net you solid point 
totals. ... We think the Buffalo Bills will be the 
most overrated defense in your draft this season, 
Bruce Smith was the leader of this unit and his 
departure leaves the Bills weak on depth. ... The 
New England Patriots and Washington 
Redskins are two interesting defenses under 
new management. If Bill Belichick can repeat 
Bill Parcells’ mantra of good defense, the 
Patriots will be undervalued. The Redskins, on 
the other hand, have more defensive depth after 
this year’s entry draft.. ... The Indianapolis 
Colts and Dallas Cowboys sure look like one- 
man defensive units. Chad Bratzke seems like 
the heart and soul of the Colts’ defensive unit, 
and Deion Sanders was the heart and soul of 
the Cowboys’ unit. ... The New York Jets, 
Pittsburgh Steelers, Arizona Cardinals and 
Green Bay Packers are the four teams most 
likely to burn you if you invest too many fantasy 
dollars. ... Don't even think about taking the 
Carolina Panthers, Minnesota Vikings. 
Cincinnati Bengals, San Francisco 49ers or 
Cleveland Browns. Even in good matchups, 
these defenses are just too weak to even rack up 
points against bad offenses. 


$6 SEATTLESEAHAWKS 


TYPG RYPG = PYPG =PAPG FR INT SK PTS 
1999 3391 1209 2183 186 6 30 37 18 
1998 355.5 124.9 2306 194 18 24 53 72 
1997 303.1 108.2 194.9226 161342 2% 
TYPG RYPG FR NT sk PIS 
1999 3025 90.3 2123 173 9 24 35 32 
1998 3228 101.2 2216 17.2 12 14 34 26 
1997 273.9 1246 157.6 19 i i 38 24 
‘$5 NEWYORKGIANTS = ts 
TYPG RYPG = =PYPG §=PAPG FR wT) «SK OPTS 
1999 3113 975 2138 224 7 17 32 18 
1998 3232 1253 1979 193 7 19 54 18 
1997 316.7 90.7 2260 166 17 27 54 32 
‘$4 INDIANAPOLIS COLTS so 
TPs RYPG «= PYPG «=O PAPG: «CFR CONT: «Ss SKC 
1999 326.3 107.2 219.1 208 13 9 40 12 
1998 3648 1606 2041 278 11 8 3 O 
1997 3034 127.1 1763 25.1 13 =e mu 30 
$4 Wi | REDSKINS ne 
TvPS RYPG) «= PYPG) = PAPG FR or SK PTS 
1999 3566 1233 2333 236 13 24 40 24 
1998 3347 1523 1824 263 8 13 3 2 
1997 3144 138.3 176.1 18.1 uA ieien: 30 
ign 


1999 336.2 1064 2298 193 11 24 26 26 
1998 293.7 103.7 1900 166 9 21 36 26 
1997 332.5 1187 2138 179 7 18 29 36 
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Defenses / Hot Tips for lI your EADIE 


RYPG = PYPG = PAPG. 
235.0 202 16 16 49 24 
1884 236 9 12 43 6 
1946 191 8 17 43 32 


TPs 


1999 330.7 957 
1998 3198 
1997 3022 


131.4 
114.6 


TPG RYPG§~=PYPG«=PAPG «FR INT SK PIS 
1999 356.5 1176 2389 21.3 19 14 37 12 
1998 319.0 117.2 201.8 230 14 14 28 22 


1097 ce 16.1 1894 26.3 17 13382 


1999 332.4 
1998 354.3 


1999 338.9 
1998 329.1 
1997 339.1 


PAPG 
110.9 2215 27.1 15 
106.3 2480 224 11 
110.3 180.1 20.4 


2903 


TYPG «= RYPG = PYPG «= PAPG:FR 
141.6 197.3 240 10 17 
1243 2048 236 19 20 39 10 
136.3 _ 202.9 23.7 5 i5 


16 RYPG = PYPG «= PAPG «FR OINT: «SK OPTS. 
1999 305.3 1224 
1998 310.2 
1997 294.1 


1829 200 16 14 39 12 
1026 2076 189 13 16 41 30 
824 2117 192 14 20 48 12 


TPG «= RYPG)=s PYPG «= PAPG:«COFR: CONT: SK OPTS 
1999 3264 1289 1976 238 6 12 39 8 
1998 2959 752 2207 181 25 19 38 38 
1997 319.1 1041 2150 226 10 18 55 O 


¢ Spend the offseason keeping up with all the player 
moves. While everyone is going to know Barry 
Sanders no longer carries the ball for the Lions, it's 
guaranteed that some fantasy football players won't 
know or remember that James Stewart signed with 
Detroit as a free agent. Or that Errict Rhett will be 
running for the Browns in 2000. Don't let this happen 
to you. 


If you're a great team in a perpetual league, try to deal 
some of your excess players to the lesser teams in your 
league. Even if you only get a sixth or seventh rounder 
for Jimmy Smith, don't worry. At least it's a pick you 
wouldn't have had anyway. And if you deal Smith to a 
bad team, you probably won't have to worry about 
him coming back to haunt you during the season, 


Finish your draft list at least a week in advance, This 
is where that offseason prep work comes in handy. 
You don't want to start this list from scratch or you're 
sure to overlook an important transaction. You also 
don't want to do your list under duress unless you're 
one of those folks who enjoyed cramming for tests in 
high school or college. 


© Jump all over the Internet for the latest updates. There 
are a number of great sites out there, even ones that 
list depth charts that are updated every day, Check 
this mag for a complete list. 


Be on time for your draft. Whether it's online or in 
your buddy's living room, all drafts should start on 
time, In fact, arriving a few minutes early isn't a bad 
idea, especially since that’s often a key time to air your 
ideas for future rules changes, or to rub it in that you 
won the title the previous season. 


Be prepared for your draft. There's nothing worse 
than an owner who's still doing homework in the fifth 
round. That should have been done at least a week in 
advance to give you time to fine-tune the list the previ- 
ous day. Ever notice how the guy who isn’t prepared 
for the draft is often the one who showed up late? 


© Don't ignore the obvious. Sounds simple, right? Maybe 
you're one of the people who wasted a draft pick on 
Ty Detmer or Doug Pederson last year. It was really 
obvious neither one of those guys was going to last the 
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See aR Re ee eT 


SK PTS 
1999 3318 1128 2191 213 15 26 29 20 
1998 281.7 90.1 1916 199 10 13 50 26 
1997 3017 1173 1844 176 M214) 36 


1999 3414 125.1 
1998 321.0 
1997 308.3 


TPs RYPG = PYPG PAPE FRONT 
216.3 223 18 28 
1700 215 8 9 42 4 
182.7 233 12 14 


151.0 
125.6 


entire season as a starter. In fact, Detmer was out of 
the lineup in favor of Tim Couch by the second week 
of the regular season. 


Ignore preseason stats. The running back who comes 
out and kicks butt in August is often the one who's 
returning kicks when the season starts. Ahman Green 
was supposed to give Ricky Watters a major push the 
past two seasons because of the way he played in exhi- 
bition games. All he has to show for his efforts are 61 
carries and 63 kick returns as a pro. 


Grab a quarterback as early as you can. If you're in a 
12- or 14-team Icague, you don’t want to be the last 
owner to grab a OB, If that happens, you're going to be 
looking at Jon Kitna in your lineup come Weck 1. You 
also won't have much of a backup. Quarterback is the 
most important position on a fantasy team. It's all a 
numbers game; you start only one QB, but two apiece 
at running back and wide receiver. 


Draft kickers who play their home games indoors (or 
maybe in Denver). The controlled climate of a domed 
stadium takes so many factors off the board. In 
December, it’s still 72 degrees with a 2-mph wind 
down on the field. The Denver factor is a plus 
because the mile-high air has helped Jason Elam kick 
more field goals than any other kicker since the "94 
season. The Broncos also don’t mind letting him try 
really long ones. He missed a 59-yard attempt last sea- 
son. 


Take defenses that play in lousy divisions. There's 
nothing better than playing New Orleans or 
Philadelphia twice a year, Those two clubs have had 
bad offenses for years. You can also use the opposite of 
our kicker rule. It's great to pick defenses that play in 
cold weather. Offenses tend to get a lot more conserva- 
tive when Mother Nature drops the thermostat in 
November. If teams do try to throw the ball, it’s tough 
for a quarterback or receiver to grip the ball with 
frosty fingers. 


Don't get overly hyped on rookies, especially quarter- 
backs. Cleveland's Couch was the only first-year OB 
who started most of the season and his stats weren't 
anything to get excited about, Look at Ricky Williams’ 
numbers last year. Case closed. 


1999 3498 101.1 2488 1 46 8 
1998 316.7 1009 215.8 19 38 32 
19973554 1239 2315 22.4 15 12 44 12 
$0 | BENGALS = 7/0 ated 

TYPG «=soRYPG)=s PYPG «= PAPG:) «CFR: CIN. Ss SK OPTS 
1999 343.6 106.2 2374 288 15 12 35 6 
1998 360.2 1633 1969 283 7 13 28 18 
1997 355.1 1389 2162 253 10 13 35 6 


FAGERS Sir [i Be 


TRG «=RYPG: Ss PYPG «=O PAPG «CFR OCINT «SK OPTS 
1999 3554 1012 2543 283 7 13 32 22 
1998 3339 1006 2333 205 12 21 51 6 


1397 2508 854 1654 166 16 25 2 
TPG PG PAPG FR INT SK 
1999 377.9 1710 2069 273 12 7 23 O 


. 


Make sure you watch the bye weeks. It used to be so 
easy. All you had to do was memorize which division 
was off which week, But now that the league has 31 
teams, no two clubs from the same division are off the 
same week, If, for example, your quarterbacks are 
Troy Aikman and Elvis Grbac, you're going to be 
stuck without a starter in Week 6 because the 
Cowboys and Chiefs are both off that week. 


© Try to achieve a balance in your backfield. If you pick 
Jerome Bettis, also try to get a running back that 
knows how to catch passes. Same goes for if you take a 
back that catches passes. 


Try to avoid picking many tight ends. There are only 
five or six who even deserve to be on fantasy league 
teams, unless you're required to start one every weck. 
So that means maybe half the clubs in your league 
should even have one on their rosters. The problem 
with tight ends is that they kill your yards per catch 
average, and the payoff in TDs usually isn't very high, 


Watch who's throwing the ball before you bid big or 
pick a receiver with an early selection. No one knows 
how good Daunte Culpepper is going to be this season, 
only his second as a pro. All we know is that it's going 
to be tough for Cris Carter and Randy Moss to com- 
bine for 170 receptions the way they did last season if 
Culpepper is 3 flop. 


If you plan to make the playoffs, be careful about pick- 
ing too many players from great teams. In Week 17 
last season, when most fantasy leagues were playing 
their title games, Rams quarterback Kurt Warner com- 
pleted only 12 of 24 passes and running back Marshall 
Faulk had only six carries in a loss to the Eagles. What 
did they care? St. Louis had already sealed the NFC 
West title and home-field advantage through the play- 
offs. If you don't want this to happen, lobby the rest of 
your league to go to a 16-week schedule, That's where 
showing up carly for the draft or lobbying league 
members during the offseason comes in handy. 


Don't just let your team go to waste after the draft. 
Make trades, waiver moves-anything that will help 
you stay in contention. Just sitting on your roster will 
rarely do you much good. Plus, your fellow Icague 
members will scoff and make sport of you. Who needs 
that, right? 


So go ahead and welcome that draft! Just don't get 
left out in the cold when your league's playoffs start 
in December, 


By Jeremy Treatman 
It's always the most agonizing two days for NFL 
general managers, player personnel directors, own- 
ets, players and expected draft picks. At the same 
time, the NFL draft can often provide the finest 
two days of the year for these people and their 
teams. “It makes or breaks you,” said Philadelphia 
Eagles GM Tom Modrak. Once again, Preview 
Sports candidly rate the drafts of every NFL team. 


ARIZONA CARDINALS 


The Cards were one of the biggest 
disappointments in the NFL last sea- 
son. QB Jake Plummer led the league in intercep- 
tions and the defense had more holes than Swiss 
cheese. First round pick Thomas Jones from 
Virginia gives the Cardinals their best running 
back since O.J. Anderson. A real running game 
will make Plummer that much more effective. LB 
Raynoch Thompson, a second round pick from 
Tennessee, should start immediately. More help 
comes from LB Sekou Sanyika, and DL Darwin 
Walker, Mao Tosi, and Jabari Issa. 


1. Thomas Jones, rb, Virginia (7); 2. Raynoch Thompson, |b, 
Tennessee (41); 3. Darwin Walker, dt, Tennessee (71); 4. 
David Barrett, db, Arkansas (102); 5, Mao Tosi, dt, Idaho 
(136); 5. Jay Tant, te, Northwestern (164); 6. Jabari Issa, dt, 
Washington (176); 7. Sekou Sanyika, Ib, California (215). 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


The Falcons’ failures in the Super 
Bowl throwing over the middle two 
years ago convinced them to trade this year's first- 
rounder for the chance to acquire Baltimore TE 
Reggie Kelly. Unfortunately, a horrible 1999 sea- 
son meant that draft pick became the number five 
overall, culminating in a horrible end result. The 
Falcons recovered somewhat to draft USC guard 
Travis Claridge in the second round, solid Kansas 
State linebacker Mark Simoneau in the third, and 
highly regarded Tennessee State OT Michael 
Thompson in the fourth. 


2. Travis Claridge, ot, Southern California (37); 3. Mark 
Simoneau, |b, Kansas State (67); 4. Michael Thompson, ot, 
Tennessee State (100); 5. Anthony Midget, db, Virginia 
Tech (134); 6. Mareno Philyaw, wr, Troy State (172); 7. 
Darrick Vaughn, db, Southwest Texas St. (211). 


BALTIMORE RAVENS 


With two first-rounders, the Ravens 
felt that Tennessee RB Jamal Lewis, 
despite questions about an old knee injury, was 
worth the risk. He'll team with Florida WR Travis 
Taylor and third-round pick, Louisville QB Chris 
Redman, to completely revamp what has been a 
moribund offense. Signing free-agent DL Sam 
Adams from Green Bay just prior to draft day 
enabled the squad to go for Lewis, instead of 
Florida State DT Corey Simon. 


1, Jamal Lewis, rb, Tennessee (5); 1. Travis Taylor, wr, Florida 
(10); 3. Chris Redman, qb, Louisville (75); 5. Richard 
Mercier, g, Miami (148); 6. Adalius Thomas, de, Southern 
Mississippi (186); 6. Cedric Woodard, dt, Texas (191). 


BUFFALO BILLS 


How was Arizona State DE Erik 
Flowers still on the board at number 26? 
Who cares? That’s what Buffalo’s brass is saying. 
They are just happy to snare someone of that qual- 
ity with such a low first-round pick. Second-round 
pick, safety Traveres Tillman of Georgia Tech, 
will fill a void in the secondary. Third-round pick 
Corey Moore was a dominant figure for Virginia 
Tech last season and will certainly have an impact. 


1, Erik Flowers, de, Arizona State (26); 2. Travares Tillman, 
5, Georgia Tech (58); 3. Corey Moore, Ib, Virginia Tech (89); 
4. Avion Black, wr, Tennessee State (121); 5. Sammy 
Morris, rb, Texas Tech (156); 6. Leif Larson, dt, Texas-El 
Paso (194); 7. Drew Haddad, wr, Buffalo (233); 7. Deshon 


Polk, LB, Arizona (251). 
CAROLINA PANTHERS 


Everyone threw against Carolina last 
season, meaning that new draft picks 
DB Rashard Anderson, an unknown commodity 
from Jackson State, and safety Deon Gant from 
Tennessee could both start. The Panthers also did 
well in signing free agent Jimmy Hitchcock from 
Minnesota to play CB. Other key draft picks were 
guards Leander Jordan and Alvin McKinley. 


1. Rashard Anderson, db, Jackson State (23); 2. Deon 
Grant, s, Tennessee (57); 3. Leander Jordan, g, Indiana, Pa. 
(82); 4. Alvin McKinley, dt, Mississippi State (120); 5. Gillis 
Wilson, dt, Southern (147); 6. Jeno James, ot, Auburn (182); 
7. Lester Towns, Ib, Washington (221). 


CHICAGO BEARS 


The Bears have been among the 
NFL's most active teams in the off-sea- 
son. In addition to three earlier key free agent sign- 
ings to aid their defense, the Bears plucked New 
Mexico stud LB Brian Urlacher, who they expect 
to play every down. Safety Mike Brown should be 
a good insurance policy for Shawn Wooden, who 
they signed from Miami to play safety. Georgia 
Tech speedster Dez White will be the team's 
fourth receiver. Dustin Lynam is a good pick-up in 
the fourth round. He'll be a nice fit as a blocking 
tight end. Fans were most excited when the Bears 
selected Paul Edinger, a kicker from Michigan 
State, who may be worth two games this season. 

1, Brian Urlacher, Ib, New Mexico (9); 2. Mike Brown, s, 
Nebraska (39); 3. Dez White, wr, Georgia Tech (69); 3. 
Dustin Lyman, te, Wake Forest (87); 4. Reggie Austin, db, 
Wake Forest (125); 6. Frank Murphy, rb, Kansas State 
(170); 6. Paul Edinger, pk, Michigan State (174); 7. James 
Cotton, de, Ohio State (223); 7. Mike Green, db, 
Northwestern State (254). 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


It is amazing that Peter Warrick was 
available to this team with the fourth 


overall pick. Warrick may not be as tall as Randy 
Moss, but the 5-foot, 11-inch superstar should 
have as much immediate impact. Warrick would 
have been a surefire Heisman Trophy winner had 
he not been suspended two games following an in- 
season arrest for his actions in a shopping fee 
fraud. Later, Warrick’s times in the 40-yard dash 
in a private audition in front of scouts scared 
Cleveland and Washington away. However, 
Warrick elegantly informs people that what he did 
for four years is what counts. He’s right. 
Cincinnati also grabbed DB Mark Roman and WR 
Ron Dugans, a teammate and friend of Warrick’s 
at Florida State. 


1, Peter Warrick, wr, Florida State (4); 2. Mark Roman, cb, 
LSU (34); 3. Ron Dugans, wr, Florida State (66); 4. Curtis 
Keaton, rb, James Madison (97); 5. Robert Bean, db, 
Mississippi State (133); 6. Neil Rackers, pk, Illinois (169); 
7. Brad St. Louis, te, Southwest Missouri St. (210). 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 


Cleveland coach Chris Palmer had a 
plan that involved drafting intelligent, 
character guy players. And that’s exactly what he 
did. The big selection was the tabbing of Penn 
State DE Courtney Brown, over-animated LB 
Lavar Arrington, and trouble-laden WR Peter 
Warrick, with the first overall pick. If Brown is 
half as dominant as he was at State College, this 
will prove to be the right selection. The team filled 
many needs on offense, too, with the third-round 
choice of underrated RB Travis Prentice, who set 
many records at Miami (OH), and WRs Dennis 
Northcutt and JuJuan Dawson. Aaron Shea should 
be the team’s new starting TE before long as well. 


1. Courtney Brown, de, Penn State (1); 2. Dennis Northcutt, 
wr, Arizona (32); 3. Travis Prentice, rb, Miami, Ohio (63); 3. 
JaJuan Dawson, wr, Tulane (79); 4. Lewis Sanders, cb, 
Maryland (95); 4. Aaron Shea, te, Michigan (110); 5. Anthony 
Malbrough, db, Texas Tech (130); 5. Lamar Chapman, db, 
Kansas State (146); 6. Spergon Wynn, qb, Southwest Texas 
State (183); 6. Brad Bedell, g, Colorado (206); 7. Manuia 
Savea, g, Arizona (207); 7. Eric Chandler, de, Jackson State 
(209); 7. Rashidi Barnes, db, Colorado (225). 
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DALLAS COWBOYS 


The Cowboys answered one major 
need before the draft: trading two num- 
ber one picks for disgruntled WR Joey Galloway. 
Many people think the Cowboys paid too big a price 
for Galloway. Worried about the inevitable loss of 
Deion Sanders, the Cowboys loaded up on sec- 
ondary players with their remaining picks. Look for 
Tennessee’s Dwayne Goodrich, West Texas A & 
M’s Kareem Larrimore, and Florida State’s Mario 
Edwards to battle for starting cornerback spots. 


2. Dwayne Goodrich, db, Tennessee (49); 4. Kareem 
Larrimore, db, West Texas A&M (109); 5. Michael Wiley, wr, 
Ohio State (144); 6. Mario Edwards, db, Florida State (180); 
7. Orantes Grant, Ib, Georgia (219). 


DENVER BRONCOS 


The Broncos fared well in the draft 
by adding many competent parts, as 
opposed to one big star. A huge upgrade was made 
in the secondary by the addition of CB Deltha 
O'Neal and safety Kenoy Kennedy. Chris Cole is a 
speedster from Texas A & M, who probably is a 
steal in the third round. DT Jerry Johnson is also a 
find in the fourth round. 


1. Deltha O'Neal, db, California (15); 2. lan Gold, Ib, 
Michigan (40); 2. Kenoy Kennedy, s, Arkansas (45); 3. Chris 
Cole, wr, Texas A&M (70); 4, Jerry Johnson, dt, Florida State 
(101); 4. Cooper Carlisle, ot, Florida (112); 5. Muneer 
Moore, wr, Richmond (154); 6. Mike Anderson, rb, Utah 
(189); 7. Jarious Jackson, qb, Notre Dame (214); 7. Leroy 
Fields, wr, Jackson State (246). 


DETROIT LIONS 


The Lions are preparing for life 
without Barry Sanders just fine. James 
Stewart is the team’s new running back and first- 
round draft pick, 361-pounder Stocker McDougle 
should start at a guard spot, Last year, the team 
took 375-pound Aaron Gibson in the first round. 
Personnel director Ron Hughes made two more 
top selections in Oregon RB Reuben Droughns 
and LB Barrett Green. 


1. Stockar McDougle, ot, Oklahoma (20); 2. Barrett Green, 
Ib, West Virginia (50); 3. Reuben Droughns, rb, Oregon (81); 
5. Todd Franz, db, Tulsa (145); 6. Quinton Reese, de, 
ea (181); 7. Alfonso Boone, dt, Mount San Antonio JC 

). 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


Thanks to Mark Chmura, Green Bay 
changed its thinking on draft day and 
selected Miami (Fla.) TE Bubba Franks with the 
14th overall pick in the draft. The team had been 
eyeing Syracuse LB Keith Bulluck with that spot, 
but Chmura’s arrest in the spring made Franks the 
choice, Wolf further surprised fans by taking OL 
Chad Clifton in the second round—even though 
the Packers defense had been depleted by depar- 
tures, injuries, retirements, and ineffective players. 
Wolf finally got some defensive help in the next 
two rounds in Nebraska DT Steve Warren and 
Ohio State LB Na’il Diggs. 


1. Bubba Franks, te, Miami (14); 2. Chad Clifton, ot, 
Tennessee (44); 3. Steve Warren, dt, Nebraska (74); 4. Na’il 
Diggs, Ib, Ohio State (98); 4. Anthony Lucas, wr, Arkansas 
(114); 4. Gary Berry, db, Ohio State (126); 5. Kabeer Gbaja- 
Biamila, de, San Diego St. (149); 5. Joey Jamison, kr, Texas 
Southern (151); 7. Mark Tauscher, ot, Wisconsin (224); 7, 
Ron Moore, dt, Northwestern Oklahoma (229); 7. Charles 
Lee, wr, Central Florida (242); 7, Eugene McCaslin, Ib, 
Florida (249); 7. Rondell Mealey, rb, LSU (252). 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


The Colts became one of the league’s 
elite offensive teams last season, aiding 
them to a 13-3 record. However, holes on defense 
caused management to add players in this draft. 
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For the first time in school history, the squad draft- 
ed its first four players on defense. Rob Morris, a 
hard-hitting LB from Brigham Young, was the 
team’s first-round pick. Auburn LB Marcus 
Washington and Michigan DT Josh Williams are 
others who could have immediate impact. 


1, Rob Morris, Ib, Brigham Young (28); 2, Marcus 
Washington, de, Auburn (59); 3. David Macklin, db, Penn 
State (91); 4. Josh Williams, dt, Michigan (122); 5. Matt 
Johnson, c, Brigham Young (138); 7. Rob Renes, dt, 
Michigan (235); 7. Rodregis Brooks, db, Alabama- 
Birmingham (238). 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 


The Jags think they have three 
impact players in their first three picks. 
USC speedster R. Jay Soward is expected to be the 
third receiver in a new offensive set to be used by 
the team, He'll look good with Jimmy Smith and 
Keenan McCardell alongside him, giving Mark 
Brunell three potential stars to throw to. The 
Jaguars continued to address problems on offense 
by drafting center Brad Meester from Northern 
Iowa, and linebacker T.J. Slaughter from Southern 
Mississippi. The team also is high on seventh- 
round pick Erik Olson, a defensive back from 
Colorado State. 


1. R. Jay Soward, wr, Southern California (29); 2. Brad 
Meester, c, Northern lowa (60); 3. TJ. Slaughter, Ib, 
Southern Mississippi (92); 4, Joey Chustz, ot, Louisiana Tech 
(123); 5. Kiwaukee Thomas, db, Georgia Southern (159); 6. 
Emanuel Smith, wr, Arkansas (196); 7. Erik Olson, db, 
Colorado State (236); 7. Rob Meier, de, Washington State 
(241); 7. Shyrone Stith, rb, Virginia (243); 7. Danny Clark, 
Ib, Illinois (245); 7. Mark Baniewicz, ot, Syracuse (247). 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


The Chiefs tried to address their 
problems on offense with its top pick by 
taking little-known Sylvester Morris, a receiver 
from Jackson State, in the first round. Though 
Morris played at the Division I-AA level, he 
impressed scouts with his play-making ability and 
speed. He scored 30 touchdowns in the last two 
years. The Chiefs took another 1-AA guy in the 
third round in defensive back Greg Wesley from 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff, and William Bartee, a defen- 
sive back from Oklahoma. 


1, Sylvester Mortis, wr, Jackson State (21); 2. William 
Bartee, db, Oklahoma (54); 3. Gregory Wesley, db, 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff (85); 4. Frank Moreau, rb, Louisville 
(115); 5. Dante Hall, rb, Texas A&M (153); 5. Pat Dennis, 
db, Louisiana-Monroe (162); 6. Darnell Alford, ot, Boston 
College (188); 7. Desmond Kitchings, wr, Furman (208). 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


The Dolphins were not looking for 
impact players in the draft: rather, they 
needed to fill holes on the roster. Without a first- 
round pick, the team stepped up and drafted huge 
tackle Todd Wade from Mississippi, who they feel 
can step in at either the right or left side right 
away. However, Ben Kelly, a third-round pick 
from Colorado, may have the best starting chance 
of any rookie. He figures to play one of the defen- 
sive back spots. The Dolphins hope they have a 
sleeper in Arturo Freeman, a safety from South 
Carolina, who did not show he was completely 
recovered from a knee injury suffered in his junior 
year last season. 


2. Todd Wade, ot, Mississippi (53); 3. Ben Kelly, db, 
Colorado (84); 4. Deon Dyer, fb, North Carolina (117); 5. 
Arturo Freeman, db, South Carolina (152); 6. Earnest Grant, 
dt, Arkansas-Pine Bluff (167); 7. Jeff Harris, db, Georgia 
(232). 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


The Vikings needed a cornerback 
badly but, amazingly, did not draft one. 


They needed a lineman who can give them a push 
at the quarterback. Instead, they drafted Chris 
Hovan from Boston College, who seems to be a 
better run stuffer than pass rusher. T Fred 
Robbins is a project in waiting; while the same 
could be said for fellow second-round pick Michael 
Boireau, a defensive end from Miami (Fla.). The 
team’s best pick was probably Tyrone Carter, a 
free safety from Minnesota. 


1, Chris Hovan, dt, Boston College (25); 2. Fred Robbins, dt, 
Wake Forest (55); 2. Michael Boireau, de, Miami (56); 3. 
Doug Chapman, rb, Marshall (88); 4. Antonio Wilson, |b, 
Texas A&M-Commerce (106); 4. Tyrone Carter, db, 
Minnesota (118); 5. Troy Walters, wr, Stanford (165); 7. 
Mike Malano, c, San Diego State (240); 7. Giles Cole, te, 
Texas A&M Kingsville (244); 7. Lewis Kelly, g, South 
Carolina State (248). 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


The Patriots seem to feel that coach- 
es are worth number-one picks. There 
are few people around that feel that Bill Belichick 
was worth that price. He’s not Bill Parcells. 
However, the Patriots recovered without their top 
selection, drafting Hawaii OT Adrian Klemn in 
the second round and Arizona State running back 
J.R. Redmond in the third round—both who can 
help the offense improve now. Patriots scouts love 
sixth-round pick Antwan Harris, a DB from West 
Virginia, and Georgia RB Patrick Pass, who actual- 
ly flourishes on the run, and not in the fashion of 
his namesake. 


2. Adrian Klemm, ot, Hawaii (46); 3.J.R. Redmond, rb, 
Arizona State (76); 4. Greg Robinson-Randall, ot, Michigan 
St. (127); 5. Dave Stachelski, te, Boise State (141); 5. Frank 
Chamberlin, Ib, Boston College (160); 5. Jeff Marriott, dt, 
Missouri (161); 6. Antwan Harris, db, Virginia (188); 6. Tom 
Brady, qb, Michigan (199); 6. David Nugent, dt, Purdue 
(201); 7. Casey Tisdale, de, New Mexico (226); 7. Mondriel 
Fulcher, te, Miami (227); 7. Patrick Pass, rb, Georgia (239). 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


Thanks a lot, Ditka. How can this 
guy—former coach Mike Ditka—get a 
job in coaching? Commentating? TV commercials? 
Anything? His trade for Ricky Williams last year 
set the franchise back several years. With just one 
selection in the first 95 picks this year, new coach 
Jim Haslett went with DE Darren Howard from 
Kansas State. Terrelle Smith, a fourth-round selec- 
tion, was tabbed to be Williams’ blocking back, 
something the team needed badly, Austin 


Wheatley, an athletic TE from Iowa, is perhaps 
the team’s best pick. 
2. Darren Howard, de, Kansas State (33); 4. Terrelle Smith, 
rb, Arizona State (96); 5. Tutan Reyes, ot, Mississippi (131); 
5. Austin Wheatley, te, lowa (158); 5. Chad Morton, rb, 
Southern California; 6. Marc Bulger, qb, West Virginia 
(168); 6. Michael Hawthorne, db, Purdue (195); 6. Sherrod 
Gideon, wr, Southern Mississippi (200); 7. Kevin Houser, te, 
Ohio State (228). 
NEW YORK GIANTS A- 
The skinny on Ron Dayne is that he 
was successful in college because he 
was so much bigger and stronger than people his 
own age, Now that he’s going up against 300- 
pound DEs 5 to 7 years older than himself, there 
seems to be some question how he can continue 
the record-setting pace he set in high school and 
college. Come on! Dayne is a player. He fits the 
Giants’ up-the-gut running scheme perfectly, and 
will make this team drastically better instantly. 
Alabama's Cornelius Griffin was a better pass 
rusher than run stuffer in college, but will get a 
chance to prove otherwise in the pros. The Giants 
didn’t land Lavar Arrington or Courtney Brown, 
but picked up another Penn State star in LB 
Brandon Short, who could fill a void as soon as 
this season, 


1, Ron Dayne, rb, Wisconsin (11); 2. Cornelius Griffin, dt, 
Alabama (42); 3. Ronald Dixon, wr, Lambuth (73); 4. 
Brandon Short, Ib, Penn State (105); 5. Ralph Brown, db, 
Nebraska (140); 6. Dhani Jones, Ib, Michigan (177); 7. 
Jeremiah Parker, de, California (217). 


NEW YORK JETS 


The Jets had a record four first- 
round draft picks—two coming in the 
Keyshawn Johnson trade with Tampa Bay—and 
came away with solid DE Shaun Ellis from 
Tennessee, LB John Abraham from South 
Carolina, QB Chad Pennington from Marshall, and 
TE Anthony Becht from West Virginia. Certainly, 
after dealing with all of Johnson's on and off-the 
field distractions over the last few seasons, it’s 
hard to understand why the Jets didn’t meet his 
contract demands, now that he actually can back 
up how good he is. Abraham and Becht will proba- 
bly cost the same money to sign as Johnson, any- 
way. Furthermore, if Johnson’s departure was 
over personality and not money, why would the 
Jets have gambled on Laveranues Coles? The tal- 
ented but problem-laden receiver from Florida 
State has, to date, been best known as Peter 
Warrick’s buddy. Go figure. All of this can be 
moot if Pennington becomes a star. 


1. Shaun Ellis, de, Tennessee (12); 1. John Abraham, |b, 
South Carolina (13); 1. Chad Pennington, qb, Marshall 
(18); 1, Anthony Becht, te, West Virginia (27); 3, 
Laveranues Coles, wr, Florida State (78); 5. Windrell Hayes, 
wr, Southern California (143); 6. Tony Scott, db, North 
Carolina State (179); 7. Richard Seals, dt, Utah (218). 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 


This is a joke, right? Sebestian 
Janikowski, a kicker who had (and 
has) problems with the law, as the first-round pick 
of the Raiders? Believe it. Coach Jon Gruden 
believes that Janikowski is not any ordinary kicker 
but one who will be an all-Pro for a decade. This 
pick shows just how desperate the Raiders have 
become after losing so many games via poor “feet” 
the last three seasons, Amazingly, Janikowski isn’t 
100% set to become a Raider. He must beat a 
bribery charge that could lead to deportation to his 
native Poland. He also has had problems with 
drinking. On the other hand, he is known for his 
tremendous kickoffs, and the range and accuracy 
on his FG attempts. The team is hoping that sec- 
ond-round pick Jerry Porter, a WR from West 
Virginia, can start alongside Tim Brown and be an 
eventual go-to guy. 


1. Sebastian Janikowski, pk, Florida State (17); 2. Jerry 
Porter, wr, West Virginia (47); 4. Junior loane, dt, Arizona 
State (107); 5. Shane Lechler, p, Texas A&M (142); 7. 
Clifton Black, db, Southwest Texas State (231). 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


Despite questions, questions (and 
more questions) about his much- 
injured shoulder, Florida State DT Corey Simon 
was the choice of the Eagles with the 6th pick. He 
should help fill up space and become an immediate 
impact player. Last season, the Eagles were 28th in 
the league defensively against the run. Coach 
Andy Reid liked WR Todd Pinkston from 
Southern Mississippi more than anyone except 
Michigan State’s Plaxico Burress and Florida’s 
Travis Taylor. The team moved up in the draft to 
take G Bobby Williams, who may unseat the 
much-traveled Jermane Mayberry. 


1. Corey Simon, dt, Florida State (6); 2. Todd Pinkston, wr, 
Southern Mississippi (36); 2. Bobby Williams, g, Arkansas 
(61); 4. Gari Scott, wr, Michigan State (99); 6. Thomas 
Hamner, rb, Minnesota (171); 6. John Frank, de, Utah 
(178); 6. John Romero, c, California (192). 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


The Steelers passing game has 
become laughable in the last two sea- 


sons, leading to their gambling on 6-5 WR Plaxico 
Burress with the 8th overall pick in the first 
round. There’s no doubt that the MSU star will be 
one in the pros. But will he be worth the anticipat- 
ed headaches? Pittsburgh’s brass doesn’t think so. 
They did more extensive research on Burress than 
any player they’ve ever drafted, The Steelers took 
another big receiver in UCLA's 6-5 catcher Danny 
Farmer. Arizona State’s Marvel Smith looks like a 
lock to start at right offensive tackle. The team did 
not address its need to get a center. Dermontti 
Dawson is super, but he’s 35 and can’t play forev- 
er. Kordell’s Stewart’s days may be numbered with 
the fifth-round selection of Tennessee OB Tee 
Martin. 


1. Plaxico Burress, wr, Michigan State (8); 2. Marvel Smith, 
ot, Arizona State (38); 3. Kendrick Clancy, dt, Mississippi 
(72); 3. Hank Poteat, db, Pittsburgh (77); 4. Danny Farmer, 
wr, UCLA (103); 5. Clark Haggans, Ib, Colorado State (137); 
5. Tee Martin, qb, Tennessee (163); 6. Chris Combs, dt, 
Duke (173); 6. Jason Gavadza, te, Kent (204). 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 


The Rams are set at every position, 
except back-up RB, so they plucked 
Trung Candidate with the 31st pick. Candidate, a 
speedster with a physical running style, will back- 
up Marshall Faulk and give defenses no chance to 
rest against the league’s top offense. Jacoby 
Sheperd, a CB from Oklahoma State, is small but 
possesses great coverage skills. Pundits are high on 
Iowa safety Matt Bowen, taken with the 198th 
pick in the 6th round. 


1, Trung Canidate, rb, Arizona (31); 2. Jacoby Shepherd, db, 
Oklahoma State (62); 3. John St. Clair, c, Virginia (94); 4. 
Kaulana Noa, g, Hawaii (104); 5. Brian Young, dl, Texas-El 
Paso (139); 6. Matt Bowen, db, lowa (198); 7. Andrew Kline, 
g, San Diego State (220). 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


If Bobby Beathard is really planning 
on retirement, then maybe he was 
thinking about going out on a high note. However, 
without a first-round pick, the Chargers GM did 
about as well as he could in this draft. Everyone 
seems to feel that Marshall S Rogers Beckett is a 
star in the making. Kansas State OT Damion 
McIntosh, Auburn DE Leonardo Carson, and 
Miami (OH) WR Trevor Gaylor could all be 
impact players. 


2. Rogers Beckett, s, Marshall (43); 3. Damion Mcintosh, ot, 
Kansas State (83); 4. Trevor Gaylor, wr, Miami, Ohio (111); 
4. Leonardo Carson, de, Auburn (113); 6. Shannon Taylor, 
Ib, Virginia (184); 6. Damen Wheeler, db, Colorado (203); 6. 
Jajuan Seider, qb, Florida A&M (205); 7. Jason Thomas, g, 
Hampton (222). 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


It was rumored that with Bill Walsh 
once again helping out, the 49ers want- 
ed Chad Pennington at all costs. But after the Jets 
acquired two more first-round picks in the 
Keyshawn Johnson trade, it was obvious they 
were going to select Pennington as one of their 
four first-rounders. San Francisco instead turned 
their sights on defense and came up with three 
potential immediate starters in Michigan State 
OLB Julian Peterson, Ohio State CB Ahmed 
Plummer, and Virginia Tech’s John Engelberger, a 
steal in the second round, In all, the team stock- 
piled its picks to bring on 11 new players, most of 
any squad in the draft. 


1. Julian Peterson, Ib, Michigan State (16); 1. Ahmad 
Plummer, db, Ohio State (24); 2. John Engelberger, de, 
Virginia Tech (35); 2. Jason Webster, db, Texas A&M (48); 3. 
Giovanni Carmazzi, qb, Hofstra (65); 3. Jeff Ulbrich, 1b, 
Hawaii (86); 4. John Keith, s, Furman (108); 5. Paul Smith, 
tb, Texas-El Paso (132); 5. John Milem, de, Lenoir-Rhyne 
(150); 7. Tim Rattay, qb, Louisiana Tech (212); 7. Brian 
Jennings, te, Arizona State (230). 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 


For the first time in his career, Ricky 
Watters is feeling the heat. (For playing 
time, that is.) The enigmatic star RB saw the 
team’s selection of Alabama RB Shaun Alexander 
with the 19th overall pick, and has to wonder how 
long he’ll be the featured back. Watters doesn’t 
like sharing the load—going back to his 49ers’ and 
Eagles’ days—so this should be interesting. The 
Seahawks otherwise picked based on need, drafting 
OT Chris McIntosh from Wisconsin, and Darrell 


Jackson, a WR from Florida, among its picks. 


1. Shaun Alexander, rb, Alabama (19); 1. Chris Mcintosh, 
ot, Wisconsin (22); 2. Ike Chariton, db, Virginia Tech (52); 
3. Darrell Jackson, wr, Florida (80); 4. Marcus Bell, Ib, 
Arizona (116); 4. Isaiah Kacyvenski, Ib, Harvard (119); 6. 
James Williams, wr, Marshall (175); 6. Tim Watson, dt, 
Rowan (185); 6. John Hilliard, dt, Mississippi State (190). 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


The Bucs hit paydirt with the acqui- 
sition of Keyshawn Johnson for two 
number one picks. He'll give Shaun King a major 
target, especially when he’s being blitzed, The 
Bucs worked to improve their offensive line with 
the selections of Cosey Coleman, a guard from 
Tennessee, and TE James Whelan from Kentucky. 
Nate Webster, a MLB from Miami (Fla.), will get 
playing time with the loss of Hardy Nickerson. 


2. Cosey Coleman, g, Tennessee (51); 3. Nate Webster, Ib, 

Miami (90); 5. James Whalen, te, Kentucky (157); 6. David 
Gibson, db, Southern California (193); 7. Joe Hamilton, qb, 
Georgia Tech (234). 


TENNESSEE TITANS 


OLB Joe Bowden was holding out 
after the season, so the team luckily 
grabbed Syracuse OLB Keith Bulluck, maybe the 
steal of the whole draft. Bulluck is an exceptional 
coverage linebacker who isn’t afraid to mix it up as 
if he were a middle linebacker. Scouts were 
stunned he slipped so far in the first round. The 
Titans hope to groom third-rounder Erron Kinney 
from Florida as a bookend TE for Frank Wycheck. 
Byron Frisch, a DE from Brigham Young, has 
determination and speed, but may not be as strong 
as needed to play at this level. 


1. Keith Bulluck, Ib, Syracuse (30); 3. Erron Kinney, te, 
Florida (68); 3. Byron Frisch, de, Brigham Young (93); 4. 
Bobby Myers, s, Wisconsin (124); 4. Peter Sirmon, Ib, 
Oregon (128); 5. Aric Morris, db, Michigan State (135); 6. 
Robaire Smith, de, Michigan State (197); 7, Mike Green, rb, 
Houston (213); 7. Wes Shivers, g, Mississippi State (237). 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


Few teams have ever done as well in 
a draft as the Redskins. Grabbing MLB 
Lavar Arrington with the second pick and 
Alabama tackle Chris Samuels with the third over- 
all pick—thanks again, Mike Ditka!—has every- 
one thinking Super Bowl. Arrington is probably 
the top talent in the draft, but will need to have his 
excitement level curbed at times. He's probably 
good for one late hit penalty a game. (Lawrence 
Taylor was the same way when he started out 
with the New York Giants.) Lloyd Harrison, the 
team’s third-rounder from North Carolina State, 
figures into the mix at nickel back, Stanford OB 
Todd Husak is a good bet to stick, He'll hold a clip- 
hoard this season, but could be a future starter. 


1. LaVar Arrington, tb, Penn State (2); 1. Chris Samuels, ot, 
Alabama (3); 3. Lloyd Harrison, db, North Carolina State 
(64); 4. Michael Moore, g, Troy State (129); 5. Quincy 
Sanders, db, UNLV (155); 6. Todd Husak, qb, Stanford 
(202); 7. Delbert Cowsette, dt, Maryland (216); 7. Ethan 
Howell, wr, Oklahoma State (250). 
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Corey Harris 100 0 0 0 6 Jermainetews 8 158 198 25 0 AndreReed 10 10 0 0 6 Kamit Loud 2 2 130 1 0 
Duane Starks B50; 038 0:0 6 Qadry Ismail 45 55 138 419 O ‘Thurmanthomas 101000 6 Daryl Porter 2 41 205 28 O 
Brandon Stokley 1 0 1 0 0 0 6 Greg Detong 1 Il 10 IL 0 — RysHine NO YDS AVG LONG TD Bobby Collins 1 6 60 6 0 
Ray Lewis 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 Chris McAlister 1 12 120 12 0  Jonathantinton 205 695 34 18 5 SamGash 1 13 130 13 0 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD Aaron Pierce 1 7 70 7 QO  AntowainSmith 165 614 3.7 52t 6 Lennox Gordon 1 ou No MO 
Errict Rhett 236 852 3.6 Sat 5 KeithWashington 1 12 120 12 0 Doug Flutie 88 476 «5.4 24 1 Henry Jones 1 37 37.0 37t 1 
Priest Holmes = 89. «4506 «5.7 «72> PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD ThurmanThomas 36 152 4.2 31 0 Peerless Price 1 27 270 2 0 
Stoney Case 36 141 39 28 3° Jermainetewis 57 18 452 7.9 33 0  RobJohnson 8 61 76 25 0 PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
Lexi a eH 35 12 0 Rod Woodson 22.0) 00) Fp miglgesi ll 38 3 13 0 Kevin R.Williams 33 17 331 100 27 0 
ony Banks 39 Je. 0 Kevin R. Williams 1 13 1 13. 0 Peerless Pri 16 160 16 0 
Pat Johnson 1 12 120 12 0 [INTERCEPTIONS NO YOS AVG LONG TD Fic Mouigs ct 2 4h £9 te it : 
Jermainelenis 5 11 22 4 0 Rod Woodson 7195 279 66t 2 Chee Mohr 1 0 06 0 9 INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Qadry Ismail 1 4 40 4 0 ChrisMcAlister 5 28 56 21 0 Aryan per 1 lo -10 <1. g Kurt Schutz 3 2% 87 2% 0 
Scott Mitchell ] 1 1.0 6 Duane Starks 5 59 18 43t 1 Robert Hicks 1 2 -20 || Antoine Winfield 2 13 #65 10 O 
; Ray Lewis 3 97 323 60 0  poottecs Price 1 -7 -70 -7 9 Donovan Greer 1 0 00 0 0 
RECEIVING NO YOS AVG LONG 1D Corey Harris 1 24 240 2 1 John Holecek 1 35 350 35 0 
Qadry Ismail 68 1105 163 76t 6 RECEIVING NO YOS AVG LONG TD kon tryin 1 1 10 i. @ 
Justin Armour 37 538 145 Sat 4 Eric Moulds 65 994 153 54 7 Emanuel Martin 1 0 00 oOo 0 
Chuck Evans 32 Saale 2S ab A Andre Reed 52. 536 103 30 1  SamRogers 1 24 240 24 O 
Pat Johnson 29 526 181 76 3 Jay Riemersma 37 496 «134 38 4° Thomas Smith 1 29 290 29 0 
Jermaine Lewis 25 281 112 46 2 Peerless Price 31 393 127 45 3° Marcellus Wiley 1 52 520 52 O 
Errict Rhett 24 169 «7.0 20t 2 KevinR. Williams 31 381 123 35 0 
Greg DeLong 3 62) 140° 9) Jonathan Linton 29 228 7.9 28 1 
Priest Holmes 13 104 «80 34 1 Sam Gash 20 163 82 3it 2 
Aaron Pierce I} 102 93 26 O Bobby Collins 9 128 138 45 2 
Billy Davis 6 121 202 73 O Kamil Loud 6 66 110 20 O 
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YOS/ 
ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT 


Carolina Panthers 


SACK/ 
TD INT LNG == LOST 


PASSING RIG 
Steve Beuerlein 571 343 4436 60.1 7.77 36 15 88t 50/280 94.6 
Jeff Lewis 3 2 WU 667 367 0 0 12 Wh 729 
Steve Bono 1 0 0 00 000 00 0 on 396 
SCORING TD RS RC FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
John Kasay 0 0 0 22 33 0 99 Kris Mangum "6 “60° 36° °C 
RichieCunningham 0 0 0 15 44 0 89 e ? ’: 
Pikes 12 012 00K? freee, “genta ewe woe ee 
Wesley Walls 122012 000 2 John Kasay i) BR 6/6 SIG 2/4 
MuhsinMuhammad 8 0 8 0 0 0 48 
Tim Biakabutuka 6 6 0 0 0 O 36 PUNTING NO AVG NET TB IZ0LNG B 
William Floyd 33.00 0 0 18 KenWalte 65 394 367 1 18 56 0 
Michael Bates 2 0 0 0 0 O 12 KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
SteveBeuerlein 2 2 0 0 0 0 12 MichaelBates 52 1287 24.8 100t 2 
Donald Hayes 2.0 2 0 0 O 12 Efic Metcalt 4 56 140 31 0 
Brian Kinchen 20 2 0 0 0 12° BrianKinchen 3 29 97 15 0 
Fred Lane 1 10 0 0 0 6 Fredtane 3 §8 193 22 0 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D Kris Mangum 2 2 100 13 0 
Tim Biakabutuka 138 718 5.2 67t 6 ChrisHetherington 1 16 160 16 0 
Fred Lane 115 475 4.1 4it , 1 AnthonyJohnson = 06 69) (9.00 90 
Steve Beuerlein 27 124 «46 16 2° pUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
William Floyd 35 78 22 16 3° Eric Metcalf 34 18 238 7.0 30 0 
Anthony Johnson §=25 «72 29 23 0 Anthony Johnson 10 3 36 30 
Be ee Fe ee oh p. INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Patrick Jeffers 2 336) (SB 23" 0 Frie Davi 5 49 98 16 0 
Michael Bates 9 212: 240, S12 0 Wie Mint 3 6 20 48 OO 
Chris Hetherington 2 7 35 5 0 Mike Minter 
: Brent Alexander 2 3 90 18 O 
Jeff Lewis 4 1. (03; “4.9 Do 
Steve Bono 2 2 -10 -1 0 DovgEvans 2 1 05 1 0 
Sean Gilbert I 4 40 20 9 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVGLONG TD amienRichardson 1 27 270 27 0 
Muhsin Muhammad 96 1253 13.1 60t 8 Dean Wells : TT & YF 6 
Patrick Jeffers 63 1082 17.2 88 12 
Wesley Walls 63 822 13.0 37t 12 
Tim Biakabutuka 23 189 82 32 O 
Fred Lane 93 363 7. 23 0 
William Floyd Or 379 28S: 225: 0 
AnthonyJohnson 13 103 7.9 22 O 
Donald Hayes 11 270 245 5Sét 2 
Eric Metcalf H 133 12: 33 0 
Brian Kinchen 5 © 80 226k 2 
Michael Bates 1 2 Se. 28 


Akili Smith 

Scott Covington 

Carl Pickens 
SCORING TD RS RC 
Doug Pelfrey 000 
Darnay Scott 707 
Corey Dillon & 5: | 
Carl Pickens 6 0 6 
Willie Jackson 20 2 
Jeff Blake # 2) 0 
Tony McGee e 8.2 
Craig Yeast z 0 0 
Ki-Jana Carter ee em 
Clif Groce Ki the § 
Rodney Heath A 
Tremain Mack 10 0 
Sedrick Shaw + OS a || 
Akili Smith Ea. g 
Brian Milne 00 0 
RUSHING NO YDS 
Corey Dillon 263 1200 
Jeff Blake 63 332 
Michael Basnight 62 308 
Akili Smith 19 1M 
Brian Milne 2 
Nick Williams 10 30 
Clif Groce 8 2 
Sedrick Shaw , <2 
Ki-Jana Carter 6 15 
Scott Covington 2 +4 
Craig Yeast 2 -16 
RECEIVING NO YDS 
Darnay Scott 68 1022 
Carl Pickens 57 737 
Corey Dillon 31 290 
Willie Jackson 31 369 
Tony McGee 26 344 
Clif Groce 25 154 
Michael Basnight 16 172 


PASSING 
Jeff Blake 


YDS/ SACK 
ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT TO INT LNG LOST RIG 
389 215 2670 55.3 686 16 12 76t 30/163 77.6 
153 80 805 523 526 2 6 39 19/110 556 
5 4 2 800 460 00 8 OO” 858 
1 1 61000 60 00 6 OW 917 
FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
18 27 0 81 MarcoBattaglia 14 153 109 30 0 
0 0 O 42 Damon Griffin 12 112 93 2 0 
0 0 0 36 Nick Williams 10 9% 96 19 O 
0 0 0 36 Ki-Jana Carter 3 2 80 li O 
0 0 0 14 Sedrick Shaw S Ee 
0 0 0 12 Craig Yeast je ed «Sa | 
0 0 O 12 Steve Bush 1 4 40 4 0 
0 0 0 12 James Hundon 1 5 Oo oF 
0 0 0 6 AkiliSmith i 6 66. e 2 
; 4 , : FIELD GOALS 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
00 0 6 (DougPeltey = WL IL 72/2 V 
0 0 0 6 PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I20LNG B 
6 0 0 6 BradCostello 22 338 287 1 1 44 0 
0 0 0 2 KICKOFFRETURNS NO YDS AYG LONG 1D 
AVG LONG TD Tremain Mack 51 1382 27.1 9% 1 
46 50 5 Damon Griffin 15 296 197 42 0 
53 16 2. NickWilliams 8 109 136 2 0 
50 46 0 WillieJackson 6 179 298 46 0 
60 24 1. Craig Yeast 3 50 167 22 0 
10.0 26 0 CoreyDillon 1 4 40 4 0 
3.0 8 0 PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
28 8 1 Damon Griffin 23 3 195 85 34 0 
3.1 10 1 Craig Yeast 10 6 209 209 s6t 2 
25 8 1 Willie Jackson 21 6 30 8 0 
eo gb INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
: Rodney Heath 3 72 260 58 1 
AVG LONG TD Tom Carter 2 36 180 36 0 
15.0 76 7 john Copeland 2 16 80° 12 9 
129 75t 6 Takeo Spikes 2% $5 7% 0 
94 23 1 Myron Bell ; 5 6 & 0 
119 29 2 Roosevelt Blackmon 1 0 00 0 0 
2 - 4 Cory Hall I ¢ £06 "CO 
: Gre, rs y 2 De 8°38 
108 47 0 ame 


Chicago Bears 


PASSING ATT CMP 

Shane Matthews 275 167 

Cade McNown 235 127 

Jim Miller 174 110 
SCORING JD RS RC FG XP SF PTS 
MarcusRobinson 9 0 9 0 0 O 54 
Curtis Enis § 3 2: 0 :@ iO: 30 
Curtis Conway 404000 a 
Bobby Engram 4040 0 0 28 
Marty Booker 30300 0 18 
Jeff Jaeger 00027 0 13 
John Allred TR) 0 OD: 1b 
Sean Harris 1G 3 00° O16 
Jaret Holmes 000200 6 
Alonzo Mayes 101000 6 
Glyn Milburn Een 0 10 Dib 
Barry Minter LG DS 0 20! 05 46 
Ryan Wetnight t G1. 6 “Gi eé 
Cade McNown 0 0 DO 2G De Fe 
RUSHING NO YOS AVG LONG 1D 
Curtis Enis 287 916 32: 19 3 
Cade McNown 32 160 50 18 O 
James Allen 3231S 3? Is: 0 
Glyn Milburn 16 102 64 4% 1 
ShaneMatthews 14 31 22 14 0 
Edgar Bennett 6 2 47 #15 O 
Bobby Engram 2 i 55 9 60 
Jim Miller 3 9 3.0 s..6 
Marty Booker 1 8 80 8 0 
Macey Brooks 1 7 70 Za 
Curtis Conway lL 3 =) 2 0 
Todd Sauerbrun 1 -2 -20 2 0 
RECEIVING NO YOS AVG LONG 1D 
Bobby Engram 8 947 108 S56 4 
Marcus Robinson 84 1400 16.7 80t 9 
Curtis Enis 45 340 76 2 2 
Curtis Conway 44 426 97 30t 4 
Ryan Wetnight 38: 2H AS Rl 
Glyn Milburn 20 JS 7.6. 22: 6 
Marty Booker 19° 219 ALS: Sit! 3 
Edgar Bennett 14461146 83 34 0 


PASSING 


Tim Couch 

Ty Detmer 

Terry Kirby 

Kevin Johnson 
SCORING TD RS RC 
Terry Kirby 9 6&3 
Phil Dawson ie Se 
Kevin Johnson 8 0 8 
DarrinChiaverini 4 0 4 
Karim Abdul-Jabbar 2 1 1 
Marc Edwards 20 2 
Tim Couch L Ea 
Ty Detmer i £ 
Irv Smith : Es 
RUSHING NO YDS 
Terry Kirby 130 452 
K Abdul-Jabbar 143 445 
Tim Couch 40 267 
Ty Detmer 6 38 
Mare Edwards 6 2 
Leslie Shepherd 1 5 
Phil Dawson | 4 
RashaanSalaam = 1 2 
Sedrick Shaw 3 2 
Kevin Johnson 1 4 
Ronnie Powell 1 -14 
RECEIVING NO YDS 
Kevin Johnson 66 986 
Terry Kirby 58 528 
Darrin Chiaverini 44 487 
Mare Edwards 27° «212 
Irv Smith 24° 222 
LeslieShepherd 23 274 
Karim Abdul-Jabbar 17. 84 
Mark Campbell 9 131 
Zola Davis 2 38 
Sedrick Shaw 2 8 
Orlando Bobo 1 3 
Ronnie Powell 1 4 


Fi 
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Fr) 
cocoooowo 


wBi-os 
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eoooo ooo eK 


399 223 


i=} 
= 
= 


= 
Sooo oOM oe ND ewad OOO OK OOH HEE OS ODOC 


2447 55.9 6.13 


YDS/ SACK/ 
YOS PCT ATT TO INT LNG LOST RIG 
1645 60.7 598 10 6 56 13/79 806 
1465 54.0 623 8 10 80t 18/94 667 
1242 632 7.14 7 6 77t 7/43 835 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Macey Brooks 144 160 114 3 O 
John Allred 13). 102 7:8: 2263.2] 
James Allen SS Teh, 274 8 
Alonzo Mayes 8 82 103 24 1 
Ty Hallock S Ze Sher Pte 
D'Wayne Bates 2 1% $5: +11 10 
FIELDGOALS —-1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Jeff Jaeger 00 Of (O2 15 1 
Jaret Holmes 0 «00 «2/2 OW ON 
PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I2Z0LNG B 
Todd Sauerbrun 85 40,9 354 10 20 65 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Glyn Milburn 61 1426 234 93 0 
Edgar Bennett 3: $5 W72> 20 50 
Ty Hallock 2> it: <B0\ eck 
Van Tuinei 1 60 00 0 0 
CaseyWiegmann = 1 R 2D? 2) 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
Glyn Milburn 30 19 346 115 54 0 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Chris Hudson 3 28. BS S28: 30 
Terry Cousin 4. 105 1 0 
Barry Minter 2 6 330 34 1 
Keith Burns 1 5 150 50 
Shane Burton 1 37? 320 7 O 
Tom Carter 1 36 30 % O 
Jim Flanigan 1 6 60 6 0 
Sean Harris BE ®& 08° Orsg 
Walt Harris Ee rel! sl NSA Vee 
Tony Parrish 1 41 410 41 «#0 


SACK/ 
TD INT LNG LOST 
15 13 78t 56/359 
548 516 602 4 2 35 4/26 
21000 200 0 0 2 0 792 
0 00 000 0 0 0 0/0 39.6 


FIELD GOALS 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Phil Dawson 00 22 35 34 0” 


PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I2Z0LNG B 
Chris Gardocki 106 43.8 34.6 11 20 61 0 


yos/ 
YOS PCT AIT RIG 
73.2 


75.7 


KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Ronnie Powell 44 986 224 43 0 
Terry Kirby ll 230 209 2 0 
Madre Hill 8 Wh iW. are 0 
Tarek Saleh & 43 86:14 0 
Mark Campbell 3 2h 3s 10 0 
Irv Smith 3 16 50 10 0 
DarrinChiaverini 2 35 175 22 O 
Earl Little 2 34 170 20 O 
Kevin Johnson E @& 260: -2 0 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YOS AVG LNG 1D 
Kevin Johnson 19 10 128 67 15 0 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Marquez Pope e Ee 3 “B76 
Rahim Abdullah BE 3: Oo; 20 
Lenoy Jones i wm 2 3 0 
Earl Little 1 0 00 .0 +€ 
Daylon McCutcheon 1 12 120 12 O 
John Thierry 1 8 80 8 0 
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4 Dallas Cowboys Denver Broncos 
J PASSING ATT CMP YDS PCT a TO INT LNG Tost RIG PASSING ATT CMP YDS PCT aH TD INT LNG ist RIG 
[4 “ 
7 Troy Aikman 442 263 2964 595 671 17 12 90t 19/130 81.1 Brian Griese 452 261 3032 577 671 14 14 88 27N76 756 
ear Jason Garrett 64 32 314 500 491 3 1 3% S21 733 Chris Miller 81 46 527 568 651 2 1 42 751 796 
i] Deion Sanders 1 0 0 00 00 00 0 OW 396 Bubby Brister 20 12 «87 600 435 0 3 1 OM 36 
S TD RS RC FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING § © NO YDS AVG LONG TD oe sue ee ES y Moe 
EmmittSmith 13 11 2 0 0 0 78 RobdetThomas 10 68 64 13 0 SCORING TD RS RC FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
oe) Richie Cunningham 0 0 0 12 31 0 67 WaneMcGarity 7 70 100 18 O  JasonElam 0 0 0 29 29 0 116 Andre Cooper 9 9% 109 21 0 
Raghid Ismail 7 1 6 0 0 O 42 Chris Brazzell 5 14 228 53 0  Olandis Gary 7 700 0 O 48 BillyMiller 5 59 118 2 0 
= David LaFleur 7 07 0 0 0 42 Mike Lucky 5 25 50 8 0 EdMcCaffrey 7 07 0 0 O 42 dohnAvery 4 2 60 HU O 
= Eddie Murray 0 0 0 710 0 31 Deion Sanders 4 2% 60 9 0 aod ‘ ° : 6 6 6 24 Debra Smith ‘ B 38 u } 
Michael Irvin 3 0 3 0 O O 18  Daryt Johnston tS 4a 0 jayne Carswell errell Davis . 
ib) Greg Ellis 2.0 0 0 0 O 12 fiepgoas 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Eyton Chamberlain 2 0 2 0 0 O 12 Chris Doering 323 8 0 
= George Teague 200000 2 RCunningham 00 22 OM Wi oO” Terrell Davis 2 2:0 0 0 O 12 Travis McGriff 3 0 123 15 0 
I Jason Tucker 20263:6 2 Eddie Muay 00 33 ws 2 oO” pray a7 220000 - Desmond Clark 1 swe» 6 
Chris Warren 2200008 HowardGriffith 2 1 10 0 0 : : 
= Troy Aikman 1 100 0 0 6 PUNTING NO AVG NET TB IZ0LNG B Glenn Cadrez 10006000 6 = — Fe “ "a er re 
' Eric Bjornson 110.0 0 0 6 TobyGowin 81 432 351 10 24 64 0 Derek Loville : 118006 6 tweet 
Derter Coakley 1 0 0 0 0 O 6 KICKOFFRETURNS NO YDS AVGLONG To  BillRomanowski 100000 6 scl re oe = a a 
= Deion Sanders 1 0 0 0 0 0 6& fJasonTucker 22 613 279 79 0  ChrisWatson 1 8 8 80 § a om 
om Darren Hambrick 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 Kevin Mathis 18 408 227 37 0  TrevorPryce 0 0 0 0 0 O 2 XICKOFFRETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
RUSHING NO YOS AVG LONG TO Jeff Ogden 12 252 21.0 29 O RUSHING NO YOS AVG LONG TD Chris Watson 48 1138 237 71 O 
ed Emmitt Smith 329 1397 4.2 63t 11 Deion Sanders 4 87 218 31 0  Olandis Gary 276 1159 42 71 7 John Avery 9 192 213 33 0 
= Chris Warren 99 403 41 25 2  DexterCoakley 1 3 30 3 O Terrell Davis 67 211 3.1 26 2 BillyMiller 4 79 198 30 0 
Bra Razhib Ismail 13 110 85 27t 1 Brandon Noble 1 9 90 9 0 Derek Lovitle 40 203 5.1 36t 1 Derek Loville 2 2 110 12 0 
ereemy Robert Chancey 14-57 4.1. 11,0) PUNTRETURNS ©RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD Brian Griese 46 138 30 23 2  Detron Smith 1 22 120 lO 
Robert Thomas 8 35 44 10 0 DeionSanders 30 1 344 11.5 76 1 HowardGrifith 17 65 39 13 1 RodSmith 1 10 100 10 0 
= Eric Bjornson 1 20 200 20 1 Jett Ogden 42 28 7.0 10 0  ChrisMiller 8 40 50 13 0 PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
se] Jason Garrett 6 12 20 9 O Jason Tucker 4 2 52130 4) 0 John Avery 5 21 42 I 0 Chris Watson 44 8 334 76 Bit 1 
Troy Aikman 21 10 05 7? 1 WaneMeGarty 3 4 16 53 9 0 Fern : 4 y ; Travis McGriff 7 1 50 71 20 0 
=r) end ona : & $ : INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG TD os toe Pi aete = George Coghill 31 2 83 10 0 
7) DexterCoakley 4 119 298 46 1  Tompeen 1 0 000 o INTERCEPTIONS «NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
= Ba: NO YOS AVG LONG TD QuaneHawthome 3 -2 -07 0 0 Tory James 5 59 118 45 0 
Raghib Ismail 80 1097 13.7 76t 6  tpelt Reese 3 28 93 24 Oo RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TO BiliRomanowski 3 35 IL7 18 1 
David LaFleur 35 322 92 25 7 Deion Sanders e 4 ‘OB 2 0  RodSmith 79 1020 129 71 4 QaleCarter 2 4 240 34 O 
Chris Warren 34 224 6.6 24 0 George Teague 3 127 423 95t 2 EdMcCaffrey 71 1018 143 78 7 RayCrockett 2 1% 70 10 O 
Ernie Mills 30 325 108 36 0 OarenHambrick 2 44 220 25 O Byron Chamberlain 32 488 153 88 2. Ere Brown 1 3% 336: 8 6 
Emmitt Smith 27: 119 «44 Mt 2 © DarrenWoodsn «602i 25S SSCwardGriffith §=©26 192 74 20 1 George Coghill i: “be; & @ 
wo a 2 . os ° : Greg Ellis ] of ‘Se (ot 3 sey tat SY i _ : Trevor Pryce 1 0 00 6 0 
gcen 1 i 0 jannon oharpe ” 
Eric Bjornson 10 131 131 32 #O Paleo wy : 7 a M 0 Pacegy 7 a 7 a é : 
Michael Irvin 10 167 167 37t 3° Kevin Smith 1 36 160 16 0 rek Loville J 


Detroit Lions 


yos/ SACK/ vos’ SACK/ 
PASSING ATT CMP YOS PCT ATT TD INT LNG §=LOST RIG PASSING ATT CMP YOS PCT ATT TD INT LNG § LOST RIG 
Gus Frerotte 288 175 2117 608 735 9 7 7H 28/202 836 Brett Favre 595 341 4091 573 688 22 23 74 35/223 74.7 


Charlie Batch 270 151 1957 559 7.25 13 7 74t 36/186 841 MattHasselbeck «10 «3s 41 «300 410 1 0 «19 «= 775 
SCORING TD RS RC FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG Tp SCORING TO RS RC FG XP SF PTS FIELDGOALS 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
JasonHanson =6 0.0 0 26 28 0 106 Walter Rasby 3. 19 63 13 1 Ryanlongwell 0 0 0 25 38 0 113 Ryanlongwel 0 8S 89 8/10 12 
Germane Crowell 7 0 7 0 0 0 44 PeteChyplewiz 2 18 99 13 0 pets a . 9 : ; : 0 PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I2Z0LNG B 
Johnnie Merten = 5-0 5 0 0 0 30 IheamiUwaeruoke 1 5 50 5 0 Antoniofreeman 0 0 36 Louie Aguiar 75 394 339 4 20 64 0 
Sec vin 4400 0 0 4 feipeons 1-19 20-29 30-39 4049 50+ wie Saas 5 ba Ryanlongwell 1 190 190 0 1 19 0 
tetas 8 8 : e : : 3 Jason Hanson 0/0 &/B «4/4 10/12 4/8 WittiamHenderson 32 1 0 0 0 18 MICKOFFRETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Terry Fair 2 0 0 0 0 0 12 PUNTING NO AVG NET TBI2ZOLNG B Tyrone Davis 2.0 2 0 0 O 12 BasilMitchell 21 464 22.1 88t 1 
Greg Hill 2.2.0.0 0 0 12 Johndett 86 423 348 12 27 62 0 KeithMcKenzie 2 0 0 0 0 0 12 DesmondHoward 19 364 ie 310 
Herman Moore = 2 «0 2 0 0 0 12 KICKOFFRETURNS HO YOS AVGLONG tp DeMondPaner 2 2 0 0 0 0 12 HeMndPaker 13 268 178 4) O 
BrianStablein =91 0 1 0 0 0 8 TenyFair 34 752 221 91 «0 (effThomason = 2 0 2 0 0 0 12 haries Jordan ‘ 
Allen Aldridge 1 0 0.0 0 0 6 QesmondHoward 34 662 195 % 0 Donald Driver 10 1 0 0 0 6 WiliamHenderson 2 23 115 16 0 
Luther Elliss 1000.0 0 6 Brockolivo M1 198 18.0 5 0 AntuanEdwards 1 00 0 0 0 6 RaleighMcKenzie 1 13 130 13 0 
Desmond Howard 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 Tyree Talton 6 121 202 38 9  BasilMitchelt 100000 6 haven : . q ; 
WalterRasty 1 0 1 0 0 0 6  Sedricktevin 3 21 70 21 0 — RUSHING NO YOS AVG LONG To | Uten Sharper ; 
Ron Rivers 1 0 1 0 0 0 6 CorySchiesinger 2 33 165 20 0 ODorseylevens 279 1034 3,7 36 9 PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TO 
CorySchlesinger 1 0 1 0 0 0 6 Johnnie Morton 1 22 220 22 0 De'MondParker 36 184 51 26 2 ODesmondHoward 12 7 93 78 20 0 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG Tp £dSmith 1 1 10 1 0  BrettFavre 28 142 5.1 20 0 AntuanEdwards 10 4 90 90 45 0 
Greg Hill 144 542 38 45 2 PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD asi! Mitchel 29 «117 «4.0 «15 «0 «CharlesJordan «10 5S 76-76 15 0 
Ron Rivers 82 295 36 37 0 DesmondHoward 18 10 208 11.6 gat 1 WiliamHenderson 7 29 41 10 2 BasilMitchell 2 0 0 00 0 0 
Sedrick Irvin 36 133 37 51 4 theamyiUwaezuoke 18 9 150 83 20 0 MattHasselbeck 6 15 25 13 0 INTERCEPTIONS NO YOS AVG LONG TD 
Cory Schlesinger 43 128 29 16 0 Terry Fair 11 3 97 88 % 0 RashaanSalaam = 1. 2 20 2 0 Mike McKenzie 5 <& OF 4 0 
Charlie Batch 28 87 31 1M 2 Sedrick Irvin 2015 75 15 0 Antonio Freeman 1 +2 -20 -2 0  Antuan Edwards 4206 65 @ 1 
Germane Crowell 5 38 7.6 20 0  BrianStablein 10 $3 90 9 0 RECEIVING NO YDS AVGLONG 1D [yroneWilliams 4 12 30 12 0 
Gus Frerctte IS 33 22 8 0 Aneoscenons no vOS Ave LONG Tp ‘AMttoniofreeman 74 1078 185 51 6 DamenShaper 3 12 40 9 0 
Brock Olive t kk dee Ron Ri 5 8 164 33 0 DillSchroeder 7$ 1051 142 5) § LeRoy Butler 20 ws 8 
John Jett 2 £40 0 0 blerk Cx 3 16 53) ie 9 Dorseylevens 71 573 81 53 1 Fred Vinson 2 21 105 21 0 
RECEIVING «= NO YOS AVGLONG TD Tenvrar 3-49 263 ait. OmmeyBradod = 37 637 172 Tat 5 BranWilliams © 2 D300 HO 
Germane Crowell 81 1338 16.5 77t 7 Robert Bailey 2 39 195 31 0 WilliamHenderson 30 203 68 22 1 roach : ; ry : . 
Johnnie Morton =—§ 80: 1129 «14.1 48) «5 Stephen Boyd 1 18 180 18 0  Wrone Davis 20 204 102 33 2 Hmielson : 9 
David Sloan 47 591 126 7& 4 ScottKowalkowski 1 29 290 29 0 Jet Thomason 14 140 100 22 2 JermaineSmith 1 2 20 2 
Sedrick Irvin 25 233 93 31 0 ClintKriewaldt 1 2 20 2 0 Basil Mitchell 6 48 80 20 0 
Ron Rivers 22 173 «79 38 1 Mark Chmura Ss § 0 16 06 
Cory Schlesinger 21 151 72 25 1 De'Mond Parker 86 4 15 38 70 
Herman Moore 16 197 123 2 2 Donald Driver 3 3 103 12 «1 
Greg Hill 18 7% 59 38 #0 Lamont Hall 3 33 110 «613)«(O0 
Brian Stablein 11 119 108 42 1 Charles Jordan 3 60 200 43 0 

0 


Brock Olivo 4 24 60 12 
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Indianapolis Colts 


YOS/ 
ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT TO INT LNG 


SACK/ 
LOST RIG 


PASSING 
Peyton Manning 533 et 4135 62.1 7.76 26 15 80t 14/116 907 
Steve Walsh 13 47 538 362 0 2 0/0 224 
SCORING TD RS RC FG XP SF se KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Mike Vanderjagt 0 0 O 34 43 0 145 Billy Austin 1 0 00 oO 0 
Edgerrinjames 17 13 4 0 0 0 102 Scott Greene 1 4 40 4 0 
Marvin Harrison 12 0 12 ; ; : 3 Paul Shields is 3 3 8 
boners eS 42 PUNT RETURNS RET FC YOS AVG LNG TD 
MarcusPollard = § «0 4 0 0 0 2 Terence Withins 41 17 388 95 3% 1 
Ken Dilger 202000 12 
Peyton Manning 2 2 0 0 0 O 12 INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Tony Blevins 10 0 0 0 0 6 Tyrone Poole 3 8 23 3% 0 
Chad Cota 1006000 6 oe ; nm ne 3 ; 
juris a | os 
RUSHING NO AVG LONG TD Thomas Randolph 1 0 060 0 0 
Edgerrin James 369 1553 42 22 13 Ratcliff Thomas 1 0 00 0 0 
PeytonlManning 8935 «073 2 2 
Keith Elias IS 328: 2218S 
Marvin Harrison 1 4 40 4 0 
Terrence Wilkins 1 2 28; 2° 8 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
MarvinHarrison 115 1663 145 5S7t 12 
Edgerrin James 62 58 95 54 4 
Terrence Wilkins 42 565 135 8& 4 
Ken Dilger 40 479 120 30 2 
Marcus Pollard 346374 «10 33 4 
E.G. Green 21 287 #137 50 0 
Jerome Pathon 144 163 16 38 «#0 
Keith Elias 4 16 40 7 0 
Paul Shields 4 St 83 2h 0 
Scott Greene I -@ GAR ta 0 
Isaac Jones i § Ree, 8 
FIELD GOALS = 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 


Mike Vanderjagt 2/2 10/10 11/13 10/11 1/2 


PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I20LNG B 
Hunter Smith 58 425 30.6 8 16 61 2 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Terrence Wilkins 51 1134 222 97 1 
Jerome Pathon 6 123 205 31 0 
Keith Elias 5 82 164 21 0 
SteveMuhammad 2 41 205 22 O 


Kansas City Chiefs 


YOs/ 
AIT CMP YOS PCT ATT TO INT LNG 


SACK 
LOST RIG 


| PASSING 
7} Elvis Grbac 499 294 3389 589 6.79 22 15 86t 26/170 81.7 
Warren Moon 3 1 20 333 667 0 0 2 Of 576 
SCORING TO RS RC FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 10 
Pete Stoyanovich 0 © 0 21 45 0 108 Bam Moris tH eS 128 
Tony Gonzalez 1h 011 0 0 O 66 Mike Cioud $ 23 83 2 0 
DonnellBennett 8 8 0 0 0 O 48 Kimble Anders 24 78 § 0 
Joe Horn 6 0 6 0 0 0 36 Mitch Jacoby kF 6 SO © 0 
Derrick S. Alexander 3 4 - 3 } . 7 FIELDGOALS 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Bam Morris 3 
Cris Dishman 700000 12 Pete Stoyanovich W/1 7/7 5/6 7/3 WI 
DonnigEdwards 2 0 0 0 0 O 12 PUNTING NO AVG NET TB IZ0LNG B 
James Hasty 2 0.0 0 0 0 42 DanielPope 10) 418 35.1 10 20 64 2 
Kevin Lockett 2 0 2 0 0 0 12 PeteStoyanovich 1 35.0 350 0 1 35 0 
ReggieTongue 2 0 0 0 0 O 12 KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Tamarick Vanover 2 0 0 0 0 O 12 TamarickVanover 44 886 20.1 29 0 
Eric Hicks 10.0.0 0 0 6 Joe Horn 9 165 183 28 0 
LonnieJohnson =81 0 1 0 0 0 6 DonnetiBennett 3 51 170 2 0 
TonyRichardson 1 1 0 0 0 O 6 Mike Cloud 2 28 140 18 #O 
RashaanShehee 1 1 0 0 0 0 6 Greg Manushy . 6 40 6 6 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD Lonnie Johnson 1 iH HO NO 
Donneli Bennett 161 627 39 4$ 8  LamyParker 1 2 20 2 0 
Bam Morris 120 414 35 24 3° TyParten 1 uw noe nO 
Tony Richardson §=84 (387) «46 «626 )=— 1s PUNT RETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG 1D 
RashaanShehee 65 238 37 18 1 TamarickVanover 51 18 627 123 84 2 
Kimble Anders 32 181 5.7 «46 «0 LaryParker 5 1 51 102 35 0 
Mike Cioud 35 128 37 18 0. joeHorn 1 0 18 180 18 0 
Derrick S. Alexander 2 82 41.0 82t 1 Kevin Lochett 10 10100 10 0 
meg 2 15 73 3 0 INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Elvis Grbac 9 (30, 85 & 0 “ 
Daniel Pope l 0 00 0 0 James Hasty 7 9 140 Sh 2 
Cris Dishman 5 9 190 4% 1 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD  fonnie Edwards 5 50 100 28 1 
Tony Gonzalez 76 $49 11.2 73t 11 Eric Warfield 3 000 0 0 
Derrick S. Alexander 54 832 154 86t 2 ChesterMcGlockton 1 30 300 30 O 
Joe Hom 35 586 167 76t 6 Marveus Patton 1: ‘6 08 6 86 
Kevin Lockett 34 426 12.5 39t 2 Derrick Thomas 1 20 200 2 O 
TonyRichardson 24 141 59 29 0 Reggie Tongue 1 80 800 46 1 
Andre Rison 21 218 104 20 0 Jerome Woods i 6 6) & 6 
RashaanShehee 18 136 7.6 17 Q 
Donnell Bennett 10 41 41 12 O 
Lonnie Johnson 10 698 6 698 «619 


PASSING 

Mark Brunell 

Jay Fiedler 
SCORING TO RS RC 
Mike Hollis 000 
James Stewart 13 13 0 
Jimmy Smith 6 0 6 
Fred Taylor 6 6 0 
KeenanMcCardell 5 0 5 
Damon Jones 404 
Aaron Beasley 200 
Kyle Brady Ee ee 
Mark Brunell 3: 2) 0 
Reggie Barlow 100 
Tony Brackens 10 0 
Jason Craft 10 0 
Alvis Whitted 100 
Joel Smeenge 000 
RUSHING NO YDS 
James Stewart 249 931 
Fred Taylor 159 732 
Mark Brunell 47 «(208 
Tavian Banks 23.82 
Chris Howard 13 55 
Stacey Mack 7 40 
Jay Fiedler 13. 26 
Alvis Whitted 1 9 
Bryan Barker 1 6 
Daimon Shelton 1 2 
RECEIVING NO YDS 
Jimmy Smith 116 1636 
Keenan McCardell 78 891 
Kyle Brady 32 346 
James Stewart 21 108 
Damon Jones 19 221 
Reggie Barlow 16 202 
Tavian Banks 14 (137 
Daimon Shelton 12 87 
Fred Taylor 10 83 
Chris Howard 1 8 
Zach Wiegert 1 3 


Jacksonville Jaguars 


YOS/ SACK/ 

ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT TO INT LNG LOST RIG 

441 259 3060 587 694 14 9 62 29/174 820 

94 61 656 649 698 2 2 25 747 835 
FG XP SF PTS FIELDGOALS 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
31 37 0 130 Mike Hollis 07 12/13 «8/9: 10/15 W/) 
: ; : M4 PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I20LNG B 
000 % Bryan Barker 78 418 36.9 6 32 83 0 
0 0 0 32 KICKOFFRETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
0 0 0 28 Reggie Barlow 19 39% 208 5S 0 
0 0 0 12 Alvis Whitted 8 187 234 9k 1 
0 0 0. 8 Stacey Mack 6 2 187 32 0 
6 0 0 8 TavianBanks 5 78 156 20 0 
0 0 0 6 LenzieJackson 3. OB, ASSo 2038 
0 0 0 & MeenanMcCarcei 2 19 95 10 0 
0 0 0 6 CoreyChamblin 1 6 60 6 0 
0 0 0 6& Mike Logan 1 2 20 25 0 
0 G 0 2. Daimon Shelton 1 0 00 oO 0 
AVG LONG TD PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
3.7 44t 13 Reggie Barlow 38 17 414 109 74 1 
46 52 6 KeenanMcCardell 6 4 41 68 19 0 
44 15 1 Mike logan L-O)7 Face 
3.6 21 0 INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
42 22 0 Aaron Beasley 6 200 333 9% 2 
5.7 19 0 DonovinDarius 4 37 93 2 O 
20 15 0 Tony Brackens 2 16 80 le 1 
90 9 0 fermandoByant 2 0 00 0 0 
6.0 6 0 Dave Thomas 2 36 180 36 0 
20 2 0 Brant Boyer ] 5 150 28) 40 
AVG LONG TD Lonnie Marts 1 10 100 10 0 
14.1 62 6 BlaineMcElmury 1 26 260 2 O 
14 49 5 
108 30 1 
51 19 0 
16 31 4 
126 31 0 
98 38 0 
73 3B 0 
83 41 0 
80 68 lO 
30 3 0 


i Dolphins 


PASSING 

Dan Marino 

Damon Huard 

Scott Zolak 
SCORING TD RS RC 
Olindo Mare 000 
OrondeGadsden 6 0 6 
Tony Martin S .€ 3 
StanleyPritchett 5 1 4 
JJ. Johnson 440 
0J. McDuffie 2:0 2 
Sam Madison 10 0 
Karim Abdul-Jabbar 1 1 0 
Troy Drayton } 10 3 
Rob Konrad LG it 
Ed Perry 101 
Jason Taylor 100 
RUSHING NO YDS 
JJ. Johnson 164 558 
Stanley Pritchett 47 158 
Damon Huard 28 «124 
Autry Denson 2 98 
Karim Abdul-Jabbar 28 95 
Rob Konrad 9 16 
Nate Jacquet 1 Q 
Scott Zolak 2 2 
Dan Manno 6 4 
Tony Martin 1 4 
RECEIVING NO OS 
Tony Martin 67 1037 
Oronde Gadsden 48 803 
OJ. McDuffie 43 516 
Stanley Pritchett 43 312 
Rob Konrad 34 «(251 
Troy Drayton 32 299 
Yatil Green 18 234 
JJ. Johnson 15 100 
Hunter Goodwin 8 55 
Karim Abdul-Jabbar 4 25 
Autry Denson 4 2 
Ed Perry - 


YOS/ 
ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT TD INT LNG 


RIG 


369 204 2448 553 663 12 17 62 9/66 674 
216 125 1288 57.9 5.96 8 4 69 28/185 798 
0 00 000 0 0 0 OM 396 
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RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 10 
Kevin McKenzie 2 8 90 13 0 
Damon Huard 1 0 00 0 0 
Nate Jacquet 1 18 180 18 0 
FIELD GOALS —-1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Olindo Mare Vi 99 IAT 914 3/5 
PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I20LNG 8B 
Tom Hutton 73 40.8 351 3 22 63 0 


B. Bartholomew 7 44.0 326 1 1 51 0 


OlindoMare 1 360 300 0 0 36 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Brock Marion 62 1524 246 3 0 
Jerry Wilson 3: 150: AG? 223-0 
John Avery 2 5 2775 3 0 
JJ. Johnson 2 2% 130 19 0 
Nate Jacquet 1 2 20 2 0O 
OJ. McDuffie lL Ft 40) 22) 30 
Zach Thomas 1 S 1590 8.6 


PUNTRETURNS RET FC YOS AVG LNG TD 


Nate Jacquet 28 0 351 125 45 0 
Terrell Buckley 85 13 16 8 0 
0). McDuttie 7 8 62 89 21 0 
Roel Preston 10 6 60 6 90 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Sam Madison 7 164 234 42 «#1 
Terrell Buckley 3; 3 30 9228.16 
Brock Marion 23 150 2 O 
Patrick Surtain 2 2 40 2 0 
Derrick Rodgers i oS: $8 $0 
Jason Taylor }. 3 OB" Dee 
Zach Thomas E 9 20" 0:8 
Jerry Wilson b 33: 1038 
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PASSING 
Jetf George 


ATT CMP 


Randy Moss 
SCORING TO RS RC FG XP SF PTS 
Gary Anderson 0 0 019 46 0 103 
Cris Carter 13013 000 7 
Randy Moss 122 011 00 0 72 
Leroy Hoard 1010 000 0 & 
Matt Hatchette 222 01GB 2 
Jake Reed 20200600 2 
Robert Smith 2.2 0 66:3: 2 
Moe Williams 21000 0 12 
CarlesterCrumplry 1 0 1000 6 
Andrew Glover 1 2 Orew ¢ 
Andrew Jordan 8 tO Pie |= 
Robert Tate 100000 6 
OrlandoThomas 100000 6 
Chris Walsh 101000 6 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG 10 
Robert Smith 221 1015 46 70 2 
Leroy Hoard 138 555 40 53 10 
Moe Williams 24. 6690«(Oo259 «(101 
R.Cunningham =10 «58 «58 «1A OO 
Randy Moss 4 43 108 15 0 
Jeff George 1 41 26 17 0 
David Palmer 3 42 AB ch 0 
DaunteCulpepper 3 6 20 9 O 
Robert Tate iE ff 60) 8 8 
Harold Morrow 2 7 OF 3h @ 
RECEIVING NO YOS AVG LONG 1D 
Cris Carter 90 1241 138 68 13 
Randy Moss 80 1413 (17.7 ~67t 
Jake Reed 44 643 146 50 2 
Andrew Glover 28 327 «WN? 63) ot 
Robert Smith 24 166 « «69 34 OO 
Leroy Hoard 7 166 98 29 «#0 
Matt Hatchette 9 180 200 Ss 2 
jimmy Weinsasser 6 13 22 J) 0 
Andrew Jordan 5 40 80 hh 1} 
Yo Murphy 4 2 70 $ 0 


PASSING 


Billy Joe Tolliver 268 139 

Billy Joe Hobert 159 85 

Jake Delhomme 76 42 

Danny Wuerffel 48 22 

Lamar Smith 1 0 

Richy Williams | 
SCORING TD RS RC FG XP SF PTS 
Doug Brien 0 0 02420 0 9 
Keith Poole 60600 0 3 
Eddie Kennison 40400 0 2 
Billy Joe Tolliver 330000 8 
Jake Dethomme e 2 0) D8) 8 1b 32 
Ricky Williams 220000 2 
Brett Bech 1041000 8 
CameronCleeland 1 01000 8 
lawenceDawsey 1 01 000 6 
Tyronne Drakeford «361 0 0 0 0 0 C6 
Andre Hastings 101000 6 
Billy Joe Hobert } 10000 6 
Scott Slutzker 101000 6 
Lamar Smith BRT Oe s 
Fred Weary 100000 6 
Danny Wuerffel LER 6 Oe § 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Ricky Williams 253 88 635 «25 «2 
Lamar Smith 60 205 34 2 O 
Wilmont Perry 48 18 38 22 «0 
Billy Joe Tolliver 2 142 «55 «33 «3 
Jabe Delhomme li? @ 7 2 
Billy Joe Hobert 2 47 #39 #10 1 
Aaron Craver 7 4 24 8 O 
Troy Davis mn Sw AS: C7: 6 
Danny Wuerffel 28 ws mM 1 
Eddie Kennison 3 20 67 18 9 
Dino Philyaw 4 6 40 18 0 
Keith Poole 1 4 MO MO 
Tommy Barnhardt = 1 4 40 4 0 
Andre Hastings 1 4 40 4 0 
Marvin Powell 1 1 10 1 0 
PJ. Franklin 1 0 00 0 0 
RECEIVING NO YOS AVG LONG 1D 
Eddie Kennison 61 835 137 Mt 4 
Keith Poole 42 796 190 67 6 
Andre Hastings 40 564 141 42 «#1 
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Minnesota Vikings 


329 191 2816 581 856 23 12 80t 28/228 
Randall Cunningham 200 ot 1475 620 738 8 9 Git 15/101 


Yos/ SACK/ 
YOS PCT ATT TO INT LNG §=LOST RIG 


94.2 


79.1 
27 100.0 2700 1 O 27t 00 1583 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVE LONG 1D 
David Palmer eS 2 63° 33> 0 
John Henry Mills 3 3 100 4 O 
CarlesterCrumpler 2 35 175 Git 1 
Chris Walsh 2 2 120 i8 1 
Robert Tate Es Sf 3's 
Moe Williams E W 28: 2 8 
FIELDGOALS 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
GaryAnderson O00 68 Ql 49 02 


PUNTING NO AVG WET TB IZ0LNG B 
Mitch Berger 61 454 384 9 18 75 0 


KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
David Palmer 27 621 230 51 0 
Robert Tate 25 627 251 76 1 
Yo Murphy 18 387 215 55 0 
Moe Williams 10 240 240 85 1 
John Burrough i: @ 88: 3: 6 
Andrew Jordan 1 0 00 0 0 
JimmyKleinsasser 1 #20 00 0 0 
Harold Morrow 1 20 200 20 0 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TO 
Randy Moss 7 4 162 95 64 1 
David Palmer 42: 8: 93: -78; 118 0 
Yo Murphy S 6: 4 4? 7 0 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Robert Griffith sf hs: ¢ 
Jimmy Hitchcock 2 0 OD 0 0 
Orlando Thomas 2 32 160 27 1 
Anthony Bass 1 4 49 4 0 
John Randle 1 i 10 1 0 
Robert Tate 1 18 180 18 0 
Kenny Wright yk Oe i: 6 


SACK/ 
a) LOST 

916 519 7.15 7 16 57 19/52 589 
970 535 610 6 6 S0t 11/79 689 
521 553 686 3 5 5lt 6/42 624 
191 458 398 0 3 22 582 308 
0 00 000 0 0 0 Of 39.6 
0 00 000 0 0 0 0 39.6 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Ricky Williams 28. 372; 61. 29’ 0 
CameronCleeland 26 325 125 31 1 
Lamar Smith 20 151 76 26 1 
Aaron Craver 19 154 81 29 0 
lawrence Dawsey 16 196 123 57 1 
Scott Slutzker 1] 164 49 42 «#1 
Troy Davis : SS 78:20: of 
Josh Wilcox 6 61 102 19 0 
Brett Bech 4 6 “les: Bt Tf 
Wilmont Perry 4 2% 65 I 0 
PJ. Franklin 2: BF oS 8 
Dino Philyaw 2 2 25 %@ 0 
FIELDGOALS ‘1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Doug Brien OO Sl 6&7 IS 22 
PUNTING NO AVG NET TB IZ0LNG 8B 
T.Bamhardt 82 398 35.1 5 14 52 0 
Doug Brien 1 200 200 0 1 2 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Dino Philyaw 53 1165 220 55 0 
Troy Davis 20 424 212 35 +O 
Wilmont Perry e € 1 ¢ 
Brett Bech 1 12 120 12 0 
Aaron Craver 1 3 30 3°6«O 
Lawrence Dawsey 1 20 200 2 0 
Kendall Gammon r Ss we: 6G 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
Eddie Kennison 35 23 258 74 18 0 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG si 1 
Ashley Ambrose 6 27 45 0 
Willie Clay 3 32 107 a 0 
Keith Mitchell 362 TS 18 0 
Mark Fields 2 0 00 0 0 
Fred Weary 2 49 245 27 0 
Rob Kelly 1 6 60 6 0 
Sammy Knight 1 0 00 0 (0 
Alex Molden ) A ee 2 0 


PASSING 

Drew Bledsoe 

Troy Brown 
SCORING TO RS RC 
Adam Vinatieri 000 
Terry Allen 9 8 } 
Shawn Jefferson 6 0 6 
Terry Glenn 404 
Ben Coates 20 2 
Kevin Faulk rn) OE | 
Tony Simmons 20 2 
Mike Bartrum 101 
Troy Brown 101 
Chad Eaton 100 
Andy Katzenmoyer 1 0 0 
Ty law 100 
Willie McGinest 100 
Lamont Warren 101 
RUSHING NO YDS 
Terry Allen 254 = 896 
Kevin Faulk 67 227 
Lamont Warren 35120 
Drew Bledsoe 42 101 
Tony Carter 6 26 
Harold Shaw 9 23 
Lee Johnson 2 13 
Chris Floyd 6 12 
Jerry Ellison 2 10 
John Friesz 2 2 
RECEIVING NO YDS 
Terry Glenn 69 1147 
Shawn Jefferson 40 698 
Troy Brown 3% 471 
Ben Coates 32 370 
Lamont Warren 29 262 
Tony Carter 20 108 
Tony Simmons 19 276 
Vincent Brisby 18 266 
Terry Allen 14 125 
Kevin Faulk 12 
Rod Rutledge 7 66 


a] 
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New England Patriots 


ATT CMP 
539 305 


s 


YDS/ SACK’ 
YOS PCT ATT TD INT LNG LOST 


RIG 

3985 56.6 7.39 19 21 68t 55/342 756 
0 00 000 00 0 0/0 39.6 
RECEIVING NO YOS AVG LONG TD 
Jerry Ellison 4 50 125 23 0 
Chris Floyd 2 16 80 hh O 
Harold Shaw 2 3s} 155 2 0 
Mike Bartrum 1 1 10 ko 1 
FIELD GOALS ‘1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
AdamVinatien VI141S ST SS 12 
PUNTING NO AVG WET TBIZ0LNG B 
LeeJohnson 90 415 346 14 23 58 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Kevin Faulk 39 983 242 95 +O 
Troy Brown 8 271 339 58 0 
Tony Simmons 6 132 220 29 0 
Tebucky Jones 5 113 226 28 0 
Lamont Warren 22 2 16 8 
Jerry Ellison 1 3 130 13 #0 
Chris Sullivan 1 4. 17 8 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG 10 
Troy Brown 38 13 405 10.7 62 0 
Kevin Faulk 10 4 90 90 20 0 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Lawyer Milloy 4°17 43 #7 0 
Chris Carter 3 13 43 8 O 
Kato Serwanga 3 2 07 a oO 
Ty Law 2 20 100 27 1 
Tedy Bruschi , FT ike 1 0 
Steve Israel 1 0 00 0 0 
AndyKatzenmoyer 1 57 570 57t 1 
Chris Slade 1 0 00 oO 0 


PASSING 

Kerry Collins 

Kent Graham 
SCORING TO RS RC 
Cary Blanchard 000 
Amani Toomer 6 0 6 
Brad Daluiso 000 
joe Montgomery 3 3 0 
Tiki Barber 3.0 2 
Ike Hilliard 30) 3 
LeShonJohnson «6p 33 2s 
Pete Mitchell 3.0 3 
Kerry Collins 22: § 
Charles Way 2 2 8 
Brian Alford 3 i 4 
Sean Bennett E-K @ 
Kent Graham RS AR 
Joe Jurevicius t 0) 2 
Christian Peter 1900 
Michael Strahan 1 0 0 
Andre Weathers 100 
RUSHING NO YOS 
Joe Montgomery 115 348 
Tiki Barber 62 258 
Gary Brown 55 177 
LeShon Johnson «= 61 s«:143 
Charles Way 49 141] 
Kent Graham 35 132 
Sean Bennett 28 128 
Kerry Collins 19 3% 
David Patten A; oe 
Ike Hilliard 3) tC«dwi# 
Amani Toomer ] 4 
Greg Comella 1 0 
RECEIVING NO YOS 
Amani Toomer 79 1183 
ike Hilliard 72 996 
Tiki Barber 66 609 
Pete Mitchell 58 520 
Joe Jurevicius 18 318 
LeShon Johnson = 12-86. 
Charles Way ll 59 


YDS/ 
ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT TOD INT LNG 


SACK 
LOST 


RIG 

332 191 2316 575 698 8 11 80t 16/112 733 
271 160 1697 590 626 9 9 56 26/184 746 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 10 
Howard Cross 9° 35 63 G2 8 
David Patten 9 115 128 19 0 
Greg Comelia 8 39 49 2 0 
Sean Bennett 5 2 50 16 0 
Gary Brown e 2 i fk 8 
Brian Alford 1 y FO Ft A 
Kent Graham 1 -1 -10 -1 0 
FIELD GOALS 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
CaryBlanchard 0/0 7/7 24 9/10 0/0 
Brad Daluiso 0 4/4 #33 02 0” 
PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I20LNG B 
Brad Maynard 89 41.0 35.1 6 31 63 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
David Patten 33 673 204 45 0 
Bashir Levingsten 22 532 242 35 0 
Tiki Barber 12 266 222 41 0 
Greg Comelia 2 3 85 FH 8 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
Tiki Barber 44 13 506 115 85t 1 
Amani Toomer 10 4M40 MO 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Percy Elisworth 6 80 133 2 0 
Jessie Armstead 2a HS Se 
Sam Garnes 2 ¥ we 4 0 
Bashir Levingston 1 34 340 34 O 
Jeremy Lincoln 1 0 00 oO 0 
Ryan Phillips , @ 86 +2 8 
Jason Sehorn 1 -4 40 «4 0 
Phillippi Sparks 1 28 280 28 0 
Michael Strahan 1 44 440 44 1 
Andre Weathers 1 8 80 & 1 


New York Jets Raiders ices =A 
yos/ SACK/ Yos/ SACK oo 
PASSING ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT TD INT LNG LOST TG PASSING ATT CMP YOS PCT ATT TD INT LNG LOST RIG [t= 
Ray Lucas 272 161 1678 592 617 14 6 S6& 11/69 85.1 Rich Gannon 515 304 3840 59.0 7.46 28 16 50 49241 865 FPTR) 
Rick Mirer 176 95 1062 540 603 5 9 50 22/102 604 Bobby Hoying 5 2 10 400 200 00 7 Oo 479 
Ves foment 5 8 96 6? thee ee ee 13° SCORING TD RS RC FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING NO YDS AVGLONS 1D [e— 
Keyshawn Johnson 1 0 0 00 000 0 0 0 VW 396 Michael Husted 0 0 020 30 0 90 Jermaine Williams 1 20 200 2 0 =F 
Jerald Sowell l 0 0 0000 00 O On 396 Laden 11 8 3 0 O O 66 Charles Woodson 1 19 199 19 0 | 
hey Dudiey $0 9 0 0 0 St Feu coats 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
John Hall 0 0 0 27 27 0 108 BemieParmalee 15 113 75 23 0  ZackCrockett 541000 3 jong 00 66 66 03 46 @ 
Keyshawn Johnson 8 0 8 0 0 0 48 Fred Baxter 8 66 83 24 2  JoeNedney 0090513 0 @ ge j=) 
Curtis Martin 5 5 0 0 0 0 30 EricGreen 7 37 53 10t 2 NapoleonKaufman 3 2 1 0 0 0 18 PUNTING NO AVG NET TB IZ0LNG B 
Richie Anderson 3 0 3 0 O O 18 Quinn Early 6 83 138 24 O  Jamesiett 2 02.0 0 0 14 LeoAraguz 76 40.1 323 4 25 56 1 = 
Wayne Chrebet 3.0 3 0 0 O 18 Blake Spence 3 15 50 9 1 RichGannon 2 2 0 0 0 O 12 KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 1 
Dedric Ward 303000 8 FIELD GOALS 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Randy Jordan 2290000 2 Napoleon Kaufman 42 831 198 48 0 | — 9 
Fred Baxter 202 00 0 2 jpn tan 0/0 3/8 17/17 7/12 0/0 LanceJohnstore =1 0 9 0 0 0 6 Randy Jordan 10 207 207 2 O ot 
Eric Green 20200 0 12 Jon Ritchie 10 1 0 0 0 6 Calvin Branch 6 9% 160 2 O 
MarcusColeman 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 PUNTING NO AVG NET TBIZOLNG B kenny Shedd 100 0 0 0 & DaryAshmore 1 0 00 0 0 i 
Bryan Cox 10.0 0 0 0 6 TomTupa 81 45.2 382 7 25 69 0  DerickWather 1 0 1 0 0 0 6 CharlesMincy 1 00 00 
Ray Lucas 1 10 0.0.0 6 JohnHal 1 340 34.0 0 1 34 O CharlesWoodson 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 AdamTreu 1 6 60 6 0 MT 
Ene Otogu 108 tee oe Se ee NO YDS AVG LONG TD PUNTRETURNS RET FC YOS AVG LNG TD J 
BlakeSpence 1 0 1.0.0.0 6 Aarnceon 97 GOL 223 ae 0 (iromeWheatley 242 $36 39 30 8 Darien Garon 42 14 397 95 78 0 JE] 
4 pence Aaron Glenn 27 60L 223 46 0  fapoleon Kaufman 138 714 5.2 75t 2 
mar Stoutmire 100 0 0 0 6 KevinL Wiliams 6 166 277 81 O Rich Gannon 6298 «65 392 INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD RobertFarmer 4 84 210 30 0 ZackCrockett 45 91 20 7 4 EficAllen 393 10 3 0 Bie) 
Curtis Martin 367 1464 4,0 50 5 _LeonJohnson 2 31 155 17 0 Randy Jordan (2 22 ee Cee Ie 
Ray Lucas 41 144 35 21 1 PUNTRETURNS RET FC YOS AVG LNG TD JonRitchie S 4 26°35 0 on Bietert > 57 5 BOO i=] 
Bernie Parmalee 27 133 49 18 0  DedricWard 38 12 288 7.6 23 0  TimBrown 1 4 40 4 0 Charles i 7 83 1s oO = 
Rick Mirer 21 89 42 12 1 LeonJohnson 1 1 6 60 6 0  BobbyHoying 2 3 5 1 0 em 2 i ft oe 8 ae 
Richie Anderson 16 8 53 16 0 thony Newman 
Tom Tupe >» g 80 4 9 MatcusColeman 6 165 275 98 1  TimBrown 90 1344 149 47 6 RussellMayland 1 2 20 2 O , 
Keyshawn Johnson 5 96 12 12 0 VictorGreen 5 92 184 32 0  JonRitchie 45 408 9.1 20t 1 Marquis Walker i 0 00:0 0 ir) 
; Aaron Glenn 320 67 12 0  RickeyDudiey 39 555 142 35 9 CharlesWoodson 1 15 150 IS 1 7] 
Jerald Sowell 3 § W- e8 : 
(aon Sohne 1 2 20 2 0 Ray Mickens a, 2 AS 2 0 James Jett 8 882 U2 @ 2 
Dedric Ward 1-4 -10 -1 9 Roman Phifer 2 20 100 16 0 ‘yroneWheatley 21 196 93 28 3 
: Omar Stoutmire 2 97 485 67t 1 TenyMickens 20 261 131 30 0 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD  jacon Wiltz 2 5 25 § © NapoleonKaufman 18 181 10.1 50 1 
Keyshawn Johnson 89 1170 13.1 65 8 BryanCox 1 27 270 27t 1 Jeremy Brigham 8 108 135 29 0 
Wayne Chrebet 48 631 13.1 50t 3 Marvin Jones 1 15 150 15 0  ZackCrockett 8 56 #70 12 1 
Curtis Martin 45 259 58 34 O Randy Jordan 8 82 103 3 0 
Richie Anderson 29 302 104 29 3 Derrick Walker 7 7 Wt Me 3 
Dedric Ward 22 325 148 Sét 3 Rich Garnen 1 3 36°93 0 


Philadelphia Eagles 


Yos/ SACK 
PASSING ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT TD INT LNG = LOST 
Doug Pederson 227 119 1276 $24 562 7 9 84t 20/109 629 
DonovanMcNabb «= 216 «106 «948 49.1 439 8 7 63t 28/208 60.1 
Koy Detmer 29 10 181 345 624 3 2 S0t 0 626 
Torrance Smail 2 0 0 00 000 0 0 0 WO 39.6 
SCORING TO RS RC FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING NO YOS AVG LONG 1D 
Norm Johnson 0 0 0 18 25 0 79 Dietrich Jells 10 180 180 57t 2 
Duce Staley 6 4 2 0 0 0 36° Kevin Turner o Wei “St 348 
Luther Broughton 4 0 4 0 O O 24 DameaneDouglas 8 79 99 2 1 
Torrance Small 4 0 4 0 0 0 24 Chad Lewis 8 88 110 21 3 
Chad Lewis 3.0 3 0 0 O 18 Eric Bieniemy 2 (2B 140. 27 
Dietrich Jells 2 0 2 0 0 O 12 DonovanMcNabb 1 -6 -60 -6 0 
David Akers 0 00 3 2 0 I TroySmith 1 4 40 4 0 
Charles Johnson = 0 1 0 0 0 8 FiepgoaLs — 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Eric Bieniemy = 81 1 0 é ; f & WormJohnson 0 89 SB SG V2 
Na Brown A | 6 
Brian Dawkins LBed: 1G).70) (078 pone me 
Dameane Douglas 1 0 1 0 0 0 6 PUNTING NO AVG NET TB IZ0LNG B 
Al Harris 100 0 0 0 6 Seantandeta 107 423 351 12 21 60 1 
Mike Mamula 1 0 0 0 0 O 6& KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Allen Rossum 100 0 0 0 6 Allen Rossum $4 1347 249 8% 1 
Bobby Taylor 100 0 0 0 6 Eric Bieniemy 10 210 210 30 0 
Brandon Whiting 1 0 0 0 0 O 6 BrandonWhiting 3 49 163 21 0 
Donovan McNabb 0 0 0 0 0 OD 2 LytherBroughton 1 5 50 5 20 
Jed Weaver 0000 0 0 2 €¢smith 1 : 1. £ 2 
RUSHING NO AVG LONG TD PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
Duce Staley 325 1273 3.9 29 4° Allen Rossum 28 17 250 89 39 0 
pelea , . e vs ' CharlesJohnson «891 0 0 00 0 0 
fic Bienremy » 
Ogham 6 8 li 5 a Oe eee 3 
Edwin Watson 4 17 43 6 0 lroyVincen 1 13. 
Kevin Turner 6 15 25 5 0 Brian Dawkins 4 127 318 67t 1 
“ Al Harris 41451 378 & 1 
Cecil Martin a: 20) 2. 6 
Koy Detmer 2 2 -10 -} Bobby Taylor 4 599 48 2 } 
Jeremiah Trotter 2 3 150 3 O 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD Mike Caldwell 1 12 120 12 0 
Torrance Small 49 655 134 &4t 4. Rashard Cook 1 29 200 29 O 
Duce Staley Al 294 72 19 2 James Darling 1 3 330 3 O 
CharlesJohnson «8634 «(414 122 36 1 TimHauck 1 2. 28 2.2 
Luther Broughton 26 295 113 33 4 Mike Mamula 1 41 410 4h 1 
Na Brown 18 188 104 27 1 Damon Moore 1 28 220 2 0 
Cecil Martin IL 22 20 9 QO BrandonWhiting 1 22 220 22% 1 
Jed Weaver It 91 83 14 «(0 


PASSING 

Mike Tomczah 

Kordell Stewart 

Jerome Bettis 

Pete Gonzalez 
SCORING TD RS RC 
Kris Brown 000 
Richard Huntley eS 2 
Hines Ward FM | 
Jerome Bettis it 7% 8 
Troy Edwards § 0 6 
Bobby Shaw 3°90 3 
Kordell Stewart a 2 
Travis Davis 100 
Joey Porter 100 
RUSHING NO YDS 
Jerome Bettis 299 1091 
Richard Huntley 93 567 
Kordell Stewart 56 258 
Amos Zereoue 18 648 
Mike Tomezak 16 619 
Jon Witman 6 8 
C. Fuamatu-Ma‘afala 1 4 
Hines Ward 2 2 
Pete Gonzalez ar 
Josh Miller 2 4 
RECEIVING NO YDS 
Troy Edwards 61 714 
Hines Ward 61 638 
CourtneyHawhins 30 285 
Bobby Shaw 28 «387 
Richard Huntley 27 253 
Jerome Bettis 2) 110 
Will Blackwell 20 186 
Mark Bruener 18 176 
Jon Witman 12 106 
Kordell Stewart 9 113 
Mitch Lyons 8 81 
Tony Cline 4 4 
Matt Cushing 2 2 
Malcolm Johnson = 2 23 
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Yos/ 
YOS PCT ATT 
1625 53.9 6.30 
1464 582 5.32 


SACK 
TD INT LNG )=LOST «RIG. 
12 8 49 15/104 758 
6 10 42 22/131 649 
21 100.0 21.00 1 0 2it 0 1583 
81000 800 0 0 8 0 1000 


RECEIVING NO YOS AVG LONG 10 
Amos Zereoue 2 SF 3S M0 


FIELD GOALS = —-1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Kris Brown 22 5/5 9/0 B/Ll WI 


PUNTING NO AVG NET TB IZ0LNG B 
Josh Miller = 8445.2 38.1 10 27 75 0 


KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS 
Richard Huntley 15 336 
Will Blackwell 14 282 
Troy Edwards 13 234 
Amos Zereoue 7 169 
Mitch Lyons 3 42 
Tony Cline 2 8 
C. Fuamatu-Ma’afailal 9 
Mike Vrabel 1 6 
Hines Ward 1 


PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG 


Troy Edwards 23 4 234 94 48 0 
CourtneyHawkins 11 6 49 45 #14 0 
Bobby Shaw 4 3: S333 17) 0 
Will Blackwell 1 1 39 390 39 0 
Hines Ward Ei 2 2842-9 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 10 
Scott Shields 4 75 188 2 0 
Dewayne Washington 4 1 #03 1 O 
Travis Davis te! IR 1 0 
Carlos Emmons Y 22 220. 22 “0 
Levon Kirkland lB 2 2: 68 
Chris Oldham t 8S S30 “So 0 
Orpheus Roye Y 2 28 2 0 
Chad Scott 1 16 160 16 O 
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PASSING ATT CMP 

Kurt Warner 499 325 

Joe Germaine 16 9 

Paul Justin 4 9 

Marshall Faulk 1 0 
SCORING TO RS RC FG XP SF PTS 
Jeff Wilkins 0 0 0 20 64 O 124 
Isaac Bruce 2012 00 0 7% 
Marshall Faulk 12 P'S AOS Os © 274 
Az-zahir Hakim $08000 54 
Torry Holt 60600 0 3 
Roland Williams 606000 & 
RobertHolcombe «655d dU d4dlUd}l 0 0 lO U8 
Mike A. Jones 2 OieS 20) 08 cB 
Tony Horne 20000 0 22 
Jett Robinson 20200 0 2 
Grant Wistrom 2: 0) & :0: 0) & 222 
Ore’ Bly Eid) B 70; 0) 8 6 
Devin Bush 100000 6 
James Hodgins 13 8 :o8' e 8 
Amp Lee 1031000 6 
Todd Lyght yO. 0:00 0 6 
Ryan Tucker YO) Fk Oe. o 
Kurt Warner E1000 0 6 
London Fletcher @ 1D! BD sO 0) GY 32 
RUSHING NO YOS AVG LONG TD 
Marshall Faulk 253 1381 55 58 7 
Robert Holcombe 78 294 38 34 4 
Justin Watson 47 1799 38 21 0 
Kurt Warner 23 192s 80 322) 1 
Az-zahir Hakim 4 44 110 31 0 
Isaac Bruce S ide: 'Gee Shea 
Torry Holt 3 2: 683 (314 0 
James Hodgins 7 1 14 : a 
Amp Lee 3 3: 10 450 
Joe Germaine % 0 00 2 0 
Paul Justin 5-1 -02 3 0 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Marshall Faulk 87 1048 120 St 5 
Isaac Bruce 77,1165 «151 «60 12 
Torry Holt 52 788 152 63t 6 
Az-zahir Hakim 36 677 188 75 8 
Ricky Proehl 33 349 106 30 0 
Roland Williams 25 226 90 24 6 
RodertHolcombe = 14 «163 «116 30s 


PASSING ATT CMP 

Jeff Garcia 341 199 

Steve Stenstrom 100 54 

Steve Young 84 45 

Jerry Rice 1 0 
SCORING TO RS RC FG XP SF PTS 
Wade Richey 0 0 021 27 0 90 
Charlie Garner 6420 0 0 36 
Jerry Rice & 0 5 0 0 0 30 
Fred Beasley 440000 24 
Terrell Owens 30300 0 18 
JJ, Stokes 2 0 2:0 0.0 22 
Darnell Walker 2: O18 10: 0 10 3B 
Junior Bryant KO Ne 6 
Jeff Garcia BF 1G Oe Ae 6 
Mark McMillian E0000 ¢ 6 
Lance Schulters 8D 2050 1b 
Tommy Vardell a FE OF BS 
Bryant Young Oo O18 2 0K F 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
CharlieGarner 232 1200 52 53 4 
Fred Beasley 58 276 48 44 4 
Jeff Garcia 39 «195; 60 28 3 
Steve Young i, <o? SS 6 8 
Terry Jackson 10 40 40 11 O 
Steve Stenstrom 2 5° 360. 28 0 
Jemy Rice 2 Hs) c65. IE 20 
Travis Jervey 2 6: 32. & 0 
Tommy Vardell 6 O30 § J 
Chad Stanley E 0) 90; “¢ 0 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Jerry Rice 61 687 113 Sh 5 
Charlie Garner GS oo 95. 2 
Terrell Owens bs ik 3 3 
Greg Clark 33 329 100 24 O 
Fred Beasley 30 270 90 24 0 
JJ, Stokes 29 1299 103 35 2 
Mark Harris 6 66 110 33 0 
Tommy Vardell 5 2 54 i 0 
Tony Cline 4 4 13 3 0 
Chad Fann 2 8 40 6 O 


176 m PREVIEW Speree PUBLICATIONS 


St. Louis Rams 


YOs/ SACK/ 

YOS PCT ATT TD INT LNG LOST RIG 
4353 65.1 872 41 13 75t 29/201 109.2 
136 563 850 1 2 63t 3/23 656 
91 643 650 0 0 27 V3 82.7 
0 00 000 0 0 0 00 396 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
James Hodgins 6 35 58 10 O 
Jeff Robinson mw i SB 2 
Amp Lee a i2 2s oe 1 
Ernie Conwell t it 328 3) 0 
Chad Lewis i 2 is 2 2 
Chris Thomas 1 6 60 6 0 
Ryan Tucker 1 22 a 2 
FIELD GOALS —‘1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Jett Wilkins VlsS& 6&7 Tl VW 
PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I2Z0LNG B 
Rick Tuten 32 425 349 7 9 70 0 
MikeHoran 26 40.3 353 4 7 57 0 
Jeff Wilkins 2 285 270 0 14 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Tony Horne 30 892 29.7 10lt 2 
Ron Carpenter 16 406 254 43 #0 
London Fletcher g 31S) (eo 1s 
Az-zahir Hakim ¢ ws Ub a oO 
James Hodgins f 4 ae. SD 
Dre’ Bly 1 t bie k 0 
Andy McCollum 1 3, 3s 6S 0 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG 1D 
Az-zahir Hakim 44 22 461 10.5 84t 1 
Tony Horne S 30: 2 ae oe BD 
Torry Holt 3.322 ao: SO te 0 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YOS AVG LONG 1D 
Todd Lyght 6 112 187 Sit 1 
Mike A. Jones 4 96 24.0 44 2 
Dexter McCleon 4 ode 43; 36 2D 
Dre’ Bly 3 oS 173: S38 A 
Taje Allen 2 76 380 40 O 
Devin Bush 2 225 -t 1 
Billy Jenkins 2 146 80 14 0 
Keith Lyle Zz 1 50 3 6 
Grant Wistrom 2 33 055. SIE 2 
Charlie Clemons 1 0 00 O 0 
Rich Coady i HT ts HF 8 


2171 584 637 9 11 55t 14/94 726 
536 54.0 536 0 4 32 10/66 528 
446 536 531 3 4 53 863 609 
0 00 000 0 0 0 W/0 396 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Terry Jackson 1 ee) SR SD 
Steve Stenstrom Ek. Op 3o 0 
FIELD GOALS —1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Wade Richey Vw 78 56 W 
PUNTING NO AVG NET TB IZ0LNG B 
Chad Stanley 65 39.7 31.7 8 20 70 2 
Wade Richey 4 365 303 0 1 45 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
RW. MeQuarters 26 568 218 37 
Roell Preston 18 357 198 58 0O 
Travis Jervey 6 138 230 48 0 
Pierson Prioleau = 3 2263 32.. p 
Mark Harris 2 2 130 15 0 
Tony Peterson 2 530 Sh 16° 0 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
RW.McQuarters 18 3 90 50 32 0 
Roell Preston 12 6 7) 59 32: 0 
Mark Harris £32 8.20 5: 6 
Reggie Givens 10 000 00 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Lance Schulters 6 127 212 64 1 
Tim McDonald 2 18 #90 18 #O 
RamosMcDonaid 1 4 40 4 0 
Mark McMillian 1 40. .020°> -0: © 
R.W. MeQuarters 1 2 250 25 O 
Winfred Tubbs 1 8 80 8 0 
Darnell Walker 1 27 270 2 1 


PASSING 

Jim Harbaugh 

Erik Kramer 

Moses Moreno 

Mikhael Ricks 
SCORING TD RS RC 
John Carney 000 
Natrone Means 5 dal 
Tremayne Stephens 4 3 1 
Kenny Bynum 3k 2 
Jermaine Fazande 2 2 0 
Jeff Graham a O32 
Freddie Jones 20 2 
Darryll Lewis 200 
Reggie Davis 2G 3] 
Gerald Dixon I 20 
Charlie Jones bad 23 
Fred McCrary | a ae | 
Chris Penn 101 
Mikhael Ricks 000 
RUSHING NO YDS 
Jermaine Fazande 91 365 
Kenny Bynum 92 287 
NatroneMeans 112 277 
Terrell Fletcher 48 126 
Jim Harbaugh 34 (126 
Tremayne Stephens 24 61 
Mikhael Ricks 2 ll 
Erik Kramer 5 1 
Darren Bennett 1 0 
Charlie Jones 1 8 
RECEIVING NO YDS 
Jeff Graham 57 968 
Freddie Jones 56 670 
Terrell Fletcher 45 360 
Mikhael Ricks 40 429 
Fred McCrary 37 201 
Tremayne Stephens 18 133 
Chris Penn 17 257 
Kenny Bynum 16 209 
Reggie Davis 12 137 


PASSING 
Jon Kitna 


Glenn Foley 
SCORING TD RS RC 
Todd Peterson 000 
Derrick Mayes 10 0 10 
Sean Dawkins 7 € 37 
Ricky Watters | a ae 
Mike Pritchard 2 & 2 
Fabien Bownes 1 3 
Reggie Brown Lk G4 
Joey Galloway I ot 3 
Merton Hanks 100 
Itula Mili £ Orig 
Charlie Rogers 1 2 0 
Shawn Springs 100 
Willie Williams 1 0° 0 
Brian Milne 000 
RUSHING NO YDS 
Ricky Watters 325 1210 
Ahman Green 26 120 
Jon Kitna 3556 
Reggie Brown 14 38 
Brian Milne 3 8 
Jeff Feagles 2 0 
Mack Strong 1 0 
Glenn Foley 3, 
Joey Galloway | a | 
Fabien Bownes 1 -14 
RECEIVING NO YDS 
Derrick Mayes 62 829 
Sean Dawkins 58 992 
Ricky Watters 40 387 
Christian Fauria §=635 «376 
Reggie Brown 34 228 
Mike Pritchard 26 375 
Joey Galloway 22 335 
Itula Mili 5 28 
Fabien Bownes 4 68 
Charles Jordan 1 6 
Mack Strong 1 5 


San Diego Chargers 


YDS! SACK/ 
ATT. CMP YDS PCT ATT TD INT LNG LOST RIG 
434 249 2761 574 636 10 14 80t 37/208 70.6 
141 78 788 553 559 2 10 41 7/62 466 
7 5 78 7141114 0 0 4 3 1080 
1 0 0 00 000 0 0 0 0 396 
FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
31 22 0 115 Charlie Jones 10 90 90 44 1 
0 0 0 30 Natrone Means 9 51 57 It 1 
0 0 0 24 Junior Seau 2 8 40 6 0 
0 0 0 18 Robert Reed x oo ae a, 6 
0 ¢ 4 12 FIELD GOALS —_ 1-18 20-28 30-39 40-49 50+ 
; ie 5 John Camey 22.13/13. G/B 92 A 
0 0 0 12. PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I2ZOLNG B 
0 0 0 6  DarrenBennett 89 43.9 387 6 32 60 0 
0 0 © 6 XICKOFFRETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
0 0 0 6 Kenny Bynum Sh yeh: YE sar 6 
0 0 0 6 Tremayne Stephens 18 335 186 28 0 
0 0 0 6 ferrell Fletcher 7 12 160 22 0 
0 0 0 2 Robert Reed 5 72 144 21 0 
AVG LONG 10 Fred McCrary 1 4 460 4 90 
40 54 2 PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
3.1 25 1 Chris Penn 21 19 148 7.0 18 0 
25 15 4 Charlie Jones 9 6 93 103 33 0 
26 16 0 Robert Reed 3 0 49 163 21 0 
i 16 } Scott Turner 10 0 00 0 0 
55 ; INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
02 3 0 Darryll Lewis eS a 70 
00 0 0 Jimmy Spencer 4 1 03 1. 1G 
80 -8 Q Charles Dimry e © OS” we 
Mike Oumas 2 92 46.0 68 0 
AVG LONG TD RodneyHarrison 1 0 00 0 O 
17.0 54 2 Junior Seau 1 16 160 16 O 
120 36 2 
80 25 0 
10.7 50 0 
54 38 1 
7422 1 
1.1 43 1 
13.1 80t 2 
Ne 4 1 


YOS/ SACK/ 
ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT TD INT LNG LOST 1G 


495 270 3346 545 676 23 16 51 32/198 77.7 
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283 60.0 943 2 0 49 6/34 113.6 
FIELD GOALS ‘1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Todd Peterson = ‘I/1 10/10 8/11 14/16 1/2 
PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I20LNG B 
JeffFeagles 84 40.8 352 5 34 59 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Ahman Green 36 818 227 54 0 
Charlie Rogers 18 465 258 49 0 
Kerry Joseph 6 132 220 61 0 
Charles Jordan 3 62 207 24 0 
Fabien Bownes 2 40 200 33 O 
Christian Fauria a 3h 75) 8 20 
Shawn Springs t JS 350.5: 2 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
Charlie Rogers 22 18 318 14.5 94t 1 
Charles Jordan 5 3 47 94 15 0 
Joey Galloway 3 1 54 180 21 0 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG TD 
Shawn Springs 5 77 154 42 0 
Willie Williams 5 43 86 40t 1 
Jay Bellamy 4 4 10 7: a 
Darryl Williams 4 41 103 21 0 
Chris Canty 3 26 87 #19 0 
Kerry Joseph 3 82 273 40 O 
Merton Hanks 2) 230: I50- 23t< <I 
Cortez Kennedy 2 12 #60 7 
Darrin Smith 1 0 00 e ig 
Brian Walker 1 21 210 21 0 


PASSING 
Trent Dilfer 
Shaun King 
Eric Zeier 
Mark Royals 
SCORING TD RS RC 
MartinGramatica 0 0 0 
Mike Alstott GTR 2 
Dave Moore 5 8: 5 
Jacquez Green 3: 0) 3 
DonnieAbraham 2 0 0 
Warrick Dunn z ‘0: 2 
Reidel Anthony K 350: 1 
John Davis Ti Oy) 
Bert Emanuel E 3G; 
Patrick Hape Lo J 
Darnell McDonald 1 0 1 
Kevin McLeod E 2657) 
Brad Culpepper 0060 
RUSHING NO YDS 
Mike Alstott 242 949 
Warrick Dunn 195 616 
Trent Dilfer 35 (144 
Shaun King 18 «38 
Rabih Abdullah a 12 
Jacquez Green 3 8 
Eric Zeier 3 7 
Reidel Anthony | 2 
RECEIVING NO YDS 
Warrick Dunn 64 589 
Jacquez Green 56 791 
Reidel Anthony 30 296 
Mike Alstott 27° «239 
Dave Moore 23 276 
Bert Emanuel 22 238 
Karl Williams 21 176 
Darnell McDonald 9 9% 
Patrick Hape 5: 12 
Yo Murphy 4 2 
Rabih Abdullah + A | 
John Davis 26) NY 
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YOS/ SACK/ 
YOS PCT ATT TD INT LNG LOST 
1619 598 664 11 11 62t 26/189 
875 61.0 599 7 4 68 11/78 
270 582 491 0 1 38 5/6 
17 500 850 0 0 7 0/0 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Kevin McLeod 2) Oy (2a. 2st 
Damien Robinson 1 17 #170 WV 
FIELD GOALS —-'1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
MartinGramatica 0/0 8/8 10/12 G8 3/4 
PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I2Z0LNG B 
Mark Royals 90 43.1 37.4 8 23 66 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NOG YDS AVG LONG 
Reidel Anthony 21 434 207 39 
Yo Murphy 14 307 219 55 
Jacquez Green 10 185 185 29 
Warrick Dunn 8 156 195 34 
Mike Alstott 1 19 190 19 
Karl Williams } :ee0 335 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
Jacquez Green 23 14 204 89 31 
Karl Williams 20 12 153 7.7 30 0 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 
Donnie Abraham 7 115 164  55t 
Derrick Brooks 4 61 153 38 
Ronde Barber 2 60 300 43 
John Lynch 2 32° 1) 2 
Hardy Nickerson 238 Sh 4 
DamienRobinson 2 36 180 36 
Brian Kelly 1 26 260 26 
Alshermond Singleton 1 7 70 7 


ooooooon 


PASSING 


Brad Johnson 

Rodney Peete 

Brett Conway 
SCORING TO RS RC 
Brett Conway 00 0 
Stephen Davis 17 17 0 
Michael Westbrook 9 0 9 
Albert Connell 7 30: 7 
Stephen Alexander 3 0 3 
Larry Centers 3 0 3 
Skip Hicks a Sa 
Irving Fryar ZO; 2 
Brad Johnson ye | 
Mike Sellers 2 Oo 2 
Champ Bailey Fa 
Shawn Barber 100 
Marco Coleman ik OG; 9 
Mark MeMillian 100 
Brian Mitchell } ok 0 
James Thrash 100 
Dan Wilkinson 100 
RUSHING NO YDS 
Stephen Davis 290 1405 
Skip Hicks 78 257 
Brian Mitchell 40 220 
Larry Centers ae 
James Thrash 1 oe 
Michael Westbrook 7 35 
Brad Johnson 260 O31 
Albert Connell 1 8 
Rodney Peete ze +h 
Casey Weldon 5 4 
RECEIVING NO YDS 
Larry Centers 69 544 
Michael Westbrook 65 1191 
Albert Connell 62 1132 
Brian Mitchell 31 305 
Stephen Alexander 29 324 
Inving Fryar 26 254 
Stephen Davis 23 
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YDS/ 
YOS PCT ATT TO INT LNG 


SACK/ 
LOST 


4005 60.9 7.72 24 13 65t 29/177 90.0 
107 47.1 629 2 1 30t 2/9 82.2 
0 00 000 0 0 0 0/0 39.6 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Skip Hicks 8 32: $0 25 0 
Mike Sellers 7 105 15.0 33t 2 
James Thrash 3 4h: 147 325 (0 
James Jenkins 1 30 300 30 0 
FIELDGOALS —-1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Brett Conway “0 79 67 7 3/9 
PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I2Z0LNG B 
Matt Turk 62 414 35.6 10 16 57 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Brian Mitchell 43 893 208 45 0 
James Thrash 14 355 254 St 1 
Mike Sellers 3 32 107 16 0 
Larry Bowie 1 0 00 0 0 
James Jenkins 1 10 100 10 0 
Rod Milstead 1 0 00 0 (0 
PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
Brian Mitchell 40 14 332 83 33 0 
Darryl Pounds 10 000 00 
INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Matt Stevens 6 61 102 2 0 
Champ Bailey 535 es S 2 
Darrell Green 33H 2 
Darryl Pounds 3 a 2S 32 
Shawn Barber 27 30 Mm 2 
Mark MeMillian 2: 24 BS 26 6 
Sam Shade 2 2 335 , 
Derek M. Smith 1 0 00 0 0 
Dan Wilkinson 1 88 880 8st 1 


YDS/ SACK/ 
PASSING ATT CMP YDS PCT ATT TD INT LNG LOST ATG 
Steve McNair 331 187 2179 565 658 12 8 65t 16/74 786 
Neil O'Donnell 195 116 1382 595 7.09 10 5 54 9/63 876 
Frank Wycheck 1 1 61 10006100 1 O 6it 0/0 158.3 
SCORING TD RS RC FG XP SF PTS RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Al Del Greco 0 0 0 21 43 0 106 Lorenzo Neal & Zi aS he 
Eddie George 133 9 4 0 0 0 78 Joey Kent 3 42 140 2 O 
SteveMctiait =» § 8 8 0 0 0 0 48 Fiepgoas — 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Kevin Dyson 404000 2 jpeg Wi 88 79 46 WI 
Yancey Thigpen $040 0 0 2 
Lorenzo Neal 3 1 2 0 0 0 18 PUNTING NO AVG NET TB I20LNG B 
Michael Roan 303.0 0 0 18 CraigHentrich 90 425 381 3 35 78 0 
Isaac Byrd 2 0 2 0 0 O 12 XICKOFFRETURNS NO YDS AVG LONG 1D 
Frank Wycheck 2.0 2 0 0 0 12 Derick Mason 41 805 196 41 0 
Jackie Harris 1 0 1:0 0 0 8  Roelt Preston 5 9 238 2 0 
Jevon Kearse 10 0 0 0 0 6 SpencerGeorge 4 63 158 22 0 
Derrick Mason 10 0 0 0 0 6  {saac Byrd e 3 o> -8 6 
Donald Mitchell 100 0 0 0 6 Joey Kent 2 28 120 13 #0 
Chris Sanders 10 1 0 0 0 6  {orenzo Neal 2% 16 RS. 34: 0 
A ees oo oo © PUNTRETURNS RET FC YDS AVG LNG TD 
Derrick Mason 26 15 225 87 65t 1 
John Thornton 0:00.02 OO 2 
Roell Preston B 2288 sh4 shee 6. 
RUSHING NO YDS AVG LONG TD Isaac Byrd 2 oO. 8 14.0 OBS 
Eddie George 320 1304 4.1 40 9 Spencer George 1 0 18 180 18 0 
Steve McNair 72 337) 47 38 8 Samari Rolle 1 0 23 230 23 0 
RodneyThomas 43 164 38 22 1  Dainon Sidney 10 4 40 40 
Kevin Dyson 1 3 30 3 0 Yancey Thigpen 1 0 21210 21 0 
craig Heath G1 08 1D INTERCEPTIONS NO YOS AVG LONG TD 
NeilO'Donnell 19 1 O1 4 Q  SamariRolle 4 65 163 30 0 
Dainon Sidney 3 IZ at % 8 
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LONG 1D Kenny Holmes 2, 85 19 0 
Frank Wycheck 69 641 93 35 2 Joe Bowden 1 29 290 29 0 
Kevin Dyson 54 658 12.2 47t 4 Anthony Dorsett 1 43 430 43 0 
Eddie George 47 458 97 54 4 Jason Fisk e pe ATeY 6 
Yancey Thigpen 38 648 17.1 35 4 Steve Jackson l 2 20 4.. 6 
Jackie Harris 26 297 114 62t 1 Donald Mitchell 1 42 420 42% 1 
Chris Sanders 20 336 168 48 1 MarcusRobertson 1 3 3.0 4). o 
Isaac Byrd 14 261 186 65t 2 Denard Watker 1 27 27.0 to 
Michael Roan 9 93 103 24 3 
Rodney Thomas 59 72 80 2 0 
Derrick Mason 8 89 Ill 31 O 
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KURT PENER 


By Michael Bradley 


I hate parity. It has ruined the NFL by fostering foot- 
ball’s version of socialism, in which the needs of the 
unwashed and hopeless are met by sacrificing the rich- 
es of the successful. Sounds great in theory, until you 
tune in and watch a bunch of mediocre teams stagger- 
ing to 8-8 records. Sure, that guarantees a December 
with some wacky playoff races, but let’s be honest. The 
15 teams fighting for those last couple wild-card spots 
have no chance of winning it all. They'll just be blitzed 
by a real club in the post-season’s first round. 

But that’s fine with the suits in New York. Call it 
Pete Rozelle’s legacy. Yes, the late former commission- 
er was a visionary when it came to television and how 
to market the sport. He helped turn pro football from 
baseball’s ugly little brother into a national religion. If 
W. Bush and the King of the Internet were smart this 
fall, they would worry about how NFL fans feel about 
franchise relocation and public funding of new stadi- 
ums when they go out stumping. You can talk about 
the Religious Right all you want, but the NFL fills 
cathedrals with 60,000-plus believers every Sunday. 

Rozelle made one long-term mistake. A league that 
has 25 teams vying for coveted playoff spots celebrates 
mediocrity. It may be fun for the fans in Baltimore to 
have a mathematical chance to sneak into the post-sea- 
son. It could even lead to larger attendance figures at 
late-season games that would normally play out in 
front of disinterested patrons and empty seats. Sounds 
good in theory. But this isn’t 7-Eleven, McDonald’s or 
some other franchise-oriented business, where every 
store is supposed to be the same as the others. This is 
the NFL, where competition is supposed to determine 
the best, and successful teams are supposed to be 
rewarded. 

The NFL would like to believe that America was 
thrilled by St. Louis’ Cinderella season and Tennessee's 
improbable run to the Super Bowl. St. Louis? 
Tennessee? Come on, now. Meanwhile, Dallas, 
Pittsburgh, San Francisco, Green Bay, Miami, Oakland, 
Minnesota and New York were bit players in the plot. 
The NFL was much more fun when we knew the regu- 
lar season and first two rounds of the playoffs were 
merely appetizers before the inevitable showdown 
between traditional powerhouses. That was pro foot- 
ball. Let the colleges water down their product with 
scholarship limits. The NFL is supposed to be about 
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America, and America is about capitalism. Survival of 
the fittest and all that. 

Which brings me to the point of all this: Get rid of 
the salary cap. Abolish it. If owners can’t keep up with 
salaries, then let them sell the team for $500 million 
and buy a house in Southampton. If the idiot son of a 
former business giant is convinced that a washed-up 
running back with two bad knees and a lifetime Betty 
Ford Clinic pass is worth $9-mil per year, let him write 
the check. And pay the price. 

By protecting its owners from escalating costs, the 
NFL has produced a league in which teams can afford a 
handful of good or great players and then must fill in 
the blanks with desperate veterans or do-anything-for- 
an-NFL-paycheck kids. Those with enough luck to get 
a roster full of talent have two or three years to hit the 
jackpot, before the rules catch up to them. Think the 
Rams are going to repeat this year? Think again. Their 
offensive line has been hit hard by free agency. That 
means Kurt Warner won’t have five seconds to find his 
ninth receiver on every pass play. 

I have nothing against free agency. It’s great. Players 
deserve to make what the market will bear. That’s how 
it works with the rest of us. Sick of how ABC Widget 
Corporation is treating you? Move on to Allied Widget 
Co. That’s the American way. 

Now, you can argue that corporate welfare, like 
what the NFL has done for its partners with the salary 
cap, is also the American way. I think it’s closer to the 
old Soviet way. 

Believe it or not, baseball actually has it right. It doesn’t 
have a salary cap, and it has had its share of small-market 
champions in the past 15-20 years. The Marlins won a 
World Series. So did the Twins, The Blue Jays won a pair. 

If a team can’t run its operations intelligently, it 
deserves to flounder. See Bengals, Cincinnati. If the 
smart guys prevail, so be it. Parity is nothing more than 
a synonym for mediocrity. When Monday Night 
Football has to consider Rush Limbaugh as an analyst 
to boost ratings, there’s something wrong. The NFL 
deserves better than a bunch of 8-8 and 7-9 teams scur- 
rying to be first-round fodder. 

Let’s go back to the Old Days, when dynasties ruled, 
and Saints fans wore bags over their heads. Oh, you 
mean they still do? Well, you know what I mean. 

Parity stinks, and the NFL deserves better than ath- 
letic socialism. 

So do the fans. 
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There's a lot of love at Sandbox.com; your home for the 
ultimate fantasy football experience. We have two types * 
of head-to-head competitions to choose from and four 
types of drafts, even a live draft. There's unlimited trading, 
waiver wire pick-ups and roster moves. Get real-time 

Stat reports and breakdowns for every athlete in every 
game. And unlike the competition, our Fantasy Football is 


and eeisnond free to play and you can win some great prizes, including 
$1,000,000 each week. Check out Sandbox.com. 
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